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To the Honorable, : 
Secretary of State, 
| Washington, D. C. 
Sir: i : 
I have the cir to nowledge the receipt of and 
| report compliance with Department's circular instruction 


. dated August 15 last, entitled "Designation of Delegates 


: to t 
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have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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“Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


New Legation Buildings. Draft for $25,000.00 


; 
aq 


payable to Warren Manufacturing Co. on shipment 
of interior finish, forwarded. 


(Despatch No. 1685 referred to) 
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ss fo the Honorable 
| : John Hay, 


Secretary of State, . 


Washington, D. ¢C. 
Sir: : | 


Referring to my despatch No. 1685 of Augwt 20 last, 
reciting the contract with the Wm. H. Warren Manufacturing 


Co. of Chicago, I1l., for the interior finish, heating, 


~ 


> plumbing, etc., for our new buildings, for the amount of 
$50, 000, I have now received from the said Manufacturing 


: - Co. information .that the material will be shipped from San 
Francisco on the 25 of October, or from Seattle on the 


P , ° —e 


28 of October’. 
ne According to the terms of the agreement, ons-half of 
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the amount is to be paid on shipment of the material from 


s 9 


the _United States, and the other half on its arrival at 


~ 


Tientsin. I therefore enclose herein a draft on the Secre- 


tary of State for $25,000, payable to the order of the 


pee s 


Wn. H. Warren Manufacturing Co., which I will thank you 
to deliver to them upon their furnishing you satisfactory > 
evidence that the material has already been shipped and 
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giving you proper vouchers for this expenditure to go 
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with my account. Please mail one of the vouchers to me, 
end hold the others and place them with my account when 
it reaches the Department. 
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I will thank you also to wire me very briefly when 
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the draft is passed over to the Manufacturing Co. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


* ? . > 


Your obedient servant, 
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Authority of the "Ta-lai Lama" of Tibet trans- 
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ferred by Imperial Edict of Aug. 26, last, to 2 


the"Ta-hsi Lama" and office of Ta-lai Lama wets of i 
ished for the present. 


fices ami their relations with China. q 


History of the two of, / 


CHIEF CLERK, 
NOVil i904 
Department of State, : 
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: - LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
ee i 


Osteber 3d. 1904, 
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sary ef State, 
-Washingten, D.C. 
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Sirs- I have the henor to communicate the substance of an Imper- 
ial Eéiets, relating to the transfer of the autherity ef the Ta- 
lai Lama ef Tibet to his asseciate, the Ta-hsi iam, and the ‘a- 
belition for the present of the title "Ta-2ai Tama", This Baiet «| 
was issued on the 26th. of August last, and has just been commu- 7 | 
nieated te me at ny request by the Beard ef Foreign Affairs, ' 
The Bdiet is as follews: - 
"Let the title ef "Ta-lai Lama’ fer the present be 
"abolished, and let the Pan-shen-}-erh-te-ni buaterex ) 
“rily diseharge the duties ef the effice," | 
"Respeet this." 
| . The Pan-shen-¢-erh-te-ni or Panshen Erdeni Lama is the Ta-hsi 
or Ta-shih Lama. The former is his eorrect title, the latter 
appears to be given to him because ef his residence at Tashilum- 
‘be, represented in Chinese by characters transliterated as "Ta- 
shih-lun-pu" and contracted in ‘hn adj eetive form to "Ta-shih". 
He has been Seint pentiff with the Ta-lai Lama er Dalai Lama of : 
the Tibetan Hierarehy. The Panshen Erdeni is regarded by the 
Tibetans as Worthy efa magner degree of aderation than the Dalai 
Lama, inasmuch as the latter being placed in charge ef secular 
affairs is more or less contaminated by werldly influences. 
“This je nt contrel ef the Tibetan chureh dates frem the fif- 
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teenth een ury of eur era, after the death of the Tibetan re- 
séngkhaba, who transmitted his authority to two of his 
Le By upen whom he ‘date commands “enjoining upen them that 
should ve dora again, generation after generation, te prac- 
os of the Great Conveyance*. The two disciples 
were 
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were called respectively Dalai Lama and Panshen Lama, In time 
they both came to be regarded as re-incarnations ef hely bodhi- 
sattwas, and se te be styled "living buddhas*".These twe lamas 
' gradually ebtained complete eentrol of the country, supplanting 
entirely the ancient government by kings, This new movement was 
supperted by the Chinese Euperers of the Ming Dynasty, who saw 
in it an opportunity fer extending their influence, Various Men- 
g0l princes also interfered from time to time, and in 1642, wh en 
the Manchus were driving the Mings from power the two Lamas ten- 
dered their allegiance to the new dynasty. The authority ef the 
Manehus gradually increased until in 1750 “the temporal sove- 
reignty was entirely suppressed, and and the government ef the coun- 
try placed in the hands of the Dalai and Panshen Lamas, aided 
by a council ef feur laymen, but ‘placed under the direction of 
tWo Imperial Residents appointed from Peking. These are now 


known as Resident and Assistant Resident, -and are chosen from 


among the Manechus. They repert to the Li Pan Ylan, sometimes 


ealled "The Colenial Offiee". As these Lamas are supposed to be 
‘re-embodiments of their predecessors, there is mueh chance fer 
intrigue in the seleetion ef the children in whonthey are said ~ 
to be re-born, and te prevent the seleetion ef representatives 
of families distasteful to the Chinese Gevernment, an Ediet was 
imsued in 1792, erdaining a method of selection by let, Upon 


the death ef ene of these lamas, certain children are féund whose 
birth was attended dy miraculous signs, Their names are reported 
te the Chinese Resident and by him te Peking, and after eareful 
inaeiry & number of them are required to be brought with: their 
parents te Lhassa, where their names are inscribed on siiee of 
wood and these placed in @ golden urn, frem which ene is drawn 
forth, the bearer of ‘this name being proclaimed as the re-embodi- 
tent of the bodnisattwa, and suecesser to the deceased Lama. 
Ag the Dalai Lama, just deposed, is still living, it is im- 
possible te select e _enecosser, But, inasmuch as he fied into 
hiding 
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Subject: 


Receipt of and compliance with Department 


24 q 


Circular of August 15, entitled, "Designation 


of Delegates to the International Railway 


Congress". 
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ef the British ferees and has steadily 


tiations with them, it becomes necessary — 


his autherity in secular affairs to seme ene whe 


) duties ef the office witheut effending tiie 
prejudices ef the people. Consequently the title ef Dalai rama 


’ 


is abolished fer the present and the responsibilities connected 


the post placed upon the shoulders of his associate, who 


™, 
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has even more influence with the people than the Dalai Lama, 


I have the hener te be 
sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


American Minister, 
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October 3, 1904. 


Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


Receipt of Dep't Instruction No. 813 forwarding 
certain testimonials in recognition of humane 
services to CARRIER DOVE; receipts and copy of 


Foreign Office note enclosed. 
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' -O norable : 
ae John “— . 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.c. - 
Gir : a 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Depart- 
ment Instruction #813 of June 25th last, transmitting testi- 
monials from the President of the United States to be sent 
through the Foreign Office to certain persons in vetkendtion 


- Of their humane services in saving the captain and crew of the 


lost American schooner Carrier Dove . 


: Of the accompanying receipts, two are now returned duly 


signed, and the third will be forwarded later as explained. in 
the Foreign Office Note of September 24th, a copy of which is 


P 4 


enclosed. 


ve. 


I have the honor to be, Sir , 


Re : Your obedient servant 
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Enclosures : 


; sey 


Poreign Office Note and two receipts 
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| ‘Despatch from Prince of Ch'ing, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Foreign Affairs, 
to Hon. B.H.Conger, U.S.Minister, incles- 
ing recetpts of Captain Wallace and lst 
Officer Malcolm for Watch and Binocular 
presented by the President. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 29th, of 

the Sixth Moon, XXX Year of Kuang-Hsu, of Your Excellency's des 
patch saying that on the ist of fuly 19035, the American sailing 
vessel “Carrier Dove" was wrecked, and the crew was saved by 
two stbimeve of the China Merchants Company, and that the Pres- 
ident sent gold watches and a pinbeular to reward the captains 

and a first officer, and that you enclosed three receipts whinh 
you requested me to forward etc. 

My Board at once sent a communication to the Superintendant 
of Trade for the North, directing him to forward the above- 
mentioned articles and to have the receipts.signed and returnd 

I have now received a reply saying that he had made investi 

gation and found that the vessels that saved the "Carrier Dove" 
were the "Irene" and the "Haean" ; that he had forwarded one 
gold watch and the binocular to be delivered to the lst Office 
of the "Trene", Mr. Malcolm,and the Captain of the "Haean", Mr. 
Wallace; and had sent the receipts to be signed ; that the Cap- 
tain of the "Irene", Mr. Johns,was an Englishman and had gone 
home on leave; that he would return in the third or fourth 
Moon of next year and that the gold watch sent as a reward 
to him had been left with the China Merchants Company, to- 
gether with a receipt for the same, to be given to Captain 
Johns on his return to China, when he would be directed to 


Sign the receipt and return it ; and that the two receipts 


already signed he returned to me. 


Having received the foregoing, as in duty bound, I now send 
to your Excellency the two original receipts written in English 


o- A Necessary Despatch. ae Inclosure t- Receipts. 


on, vn Hoon, 15th Day, ( Sept. 24, 1904) 
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ed to me by the President of 


Te, 


the United 
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States of America, as a testimoni 
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services rendered by 


me in saving life from 
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the American 


Receipt of 
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Received, through the Department of 
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State, Washington; 


a | 
rded to me by the President of the United 


States of America, as a testimonial for 


services rendered by me in saving life from 


the American dailenia Mniy, Carrier og ae 
na 
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Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State. 


: | Subject: 


at 


, _ Establishment of Mexican Legation at Peking. 
| Minister Lera presents his letters, etc. x f 
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I have the honor to report that His Excellency 
Mr. C.A.Lera, for some time Envoy Extraordinary and Min- . 
ister Plenipotentiary of Mexico to Japan, has been accred- 


+ 


ited also in the same capacity to China, and yesterday 


- 


presented his letters of credence to the Emperor. 


He will very shortly return to Japan, leaving the 
pnd 


Legation here in charge of a Secretary of Legation. 


’ 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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“ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State. 


. Subject: 


P. S. Heintzleman, Esq., Student Interpreter, 


akes oath of office as Vice and Deputy Consul 


General at Canton and leaves for his post. 


(Confirming Department telegram. 
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Secretary of State 


Sir: : 
I have the honor to confirm your undated telegram 


as follows : 


2 American Minister, Peking 


will leave for Canton on Monday the 10th instant 


we 


; : I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enclosure ; 


Oath of Office 


uS 
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: 


I have 1 e honor to report tha ons ree 


ceived from Minister Conger, I will leave Peking to-morrow f 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


wae 


October 8, 19046:> 


Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State. 
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Translation of Likin Regulations forwarded. 
'  Wecessity for making effective recent Treaty 7 


provisions. 
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NOV 16 19094 


| Department ot state 


aon 


"Zo the Honorable | . 


: | Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C 


Sir : 


I have the honor to enclose a translation of Likin 


gzj 


eking-Hankow Railway in the provinces of Chihli and Ho-Nan 
These emphasize the necessity of Article IV of our 

recent Treaty, and it is to be hoped that the action of the 

2 other Treaty Powers will soon permit it to become effective. 


oe I have the honor to be, Sir, : 


- Your obedient servant 


: Enclosure ;: : 
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Translation of Likin Regulations 


“ 


eke ete sent ian Soon Z 


‘ 


agreed upon for use on the railway between 
-Chih-Li and Ho-Nan 


| : | os0 
' . 5 . 4 
ee a ae ee The northern division of the main line of the railway 


mow runs over a distance of over a thousand li, between Chih-1li 
’ and Ho-Nan, and carries a large amount of the various classes 
of goods in which the traffic here is large. The receipts at the 
old Likin stations along the route, therefore, are necessarily get- 
ing smaller day by day. The provinces of Ho-Nan and Chih-Li 
have for this reason agreed to establish a special head likin 
station at An. Yang, near the station, which shall have especial 


control of the collection of the likin on goods shipped by the 
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railway, and shall send their respective portions to the pro-; mh | 

vinces of Ho-Nan and Ohih-14 this is to guard against the 

evasion of the duty Ey 
2 

In shipping goods at any station along the route, if there is a 


 pedlway likin office, a statement of duties payable according 
the new schedule for import and export duties must be obtained — 
trom this station before the goo0ds can be shipped wt 


e ‘em 


The rate for likin duties is 2 and 1/2 4 All goods which are 


° 


| 
| 


1 station at An Yang, have paid the likin once, 
according to the Regulations, may be umloaded at any station 
on the route, and the sub-station will only look at the goods 
and compare them with the statement and then release them. 
There will be no second payment of duty, and no detention of 
the. goods ; this will be to the advantage of trade : 
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When the likin shall once have been paid there shall be no sec- 
ond demand. This applies to goods shipped by the railway.Goods 
ped by the railway, | and passing the regular likin sta- 
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given ; those which have not on by train must there pay the 
Trea likin duties as of old, and « statement of duties must 
be givén. The two classes must not be mixed up. 
| 5 

The provinces of Ho-wan and Chih-Li agree not to establish any 
new likin barriers in addition to those already established, 
within one hundred miles of the railway; thus Chinese and for- 
eign merchants have no, ¢ tor objection. But at the old bar- 
riers already established , duties will be assessed and collec- 


ted as before,and these stations will not be abolished. 

6 
When goods are unloaded from the train,a Customs official will 
examine them end put his stamp upon them to certify the fact. 
If,when the goods are unloaded, they are to be left at the sta- 
tion for a time, then this examination shéuld be made at the 


time of removing the goods, upon presentation of the statement 
of duties paid. 
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All goods found to be covered by inland transit receipts or by 
inland transit passes should be stamped and released, and a sec- 
ond tax must mot be collected. But if the statement and the 
goods do not agree, or if a statement does not accompany the 
goods, a fine will de collected according to the regular Cus- 
tims rules. 

8 : | 3 
The regular likin barriers and the railway likin stations are 
separate institutions having no connection. No matter whether 
goods are being shipped north or south, goods that have not yet 
been loaded on a train, as well as those which have been unloadal 
from a train,will all have to pay the regular likin duties upon 
passing one of the old likin stations. os 
9 
by the railway company will, upon examination of 


Pj 


ine? al 


ye ee ae yA & 


Fetter ane PB AN EO +e 
= 


2 OE, AOR eer 


a Slane See 


bebivibh ed teum nists yd beqgide son 


A. 
i ee 


*% ‘ Se ree tae AS ? el 


berms ed bivosse nterd Xe notiats odd ot em09 Ssvasi dokdw 4 
ia vee Tie Soe ee inal tee. GOS Saat ek 
- aefiub to Inometate oxi bre 80 ) mia 


Hye 


aS 4 + hae 


¥ 


eddy yeaq eteds taum atets vd emo pt ‘Gia so hatw eeods ; névig 


| tesm setivb to dnemesete a bag ,bLo to as eetiub mtdi{ 1sivger 


, qu bexitu ed tom tevm weaeelo ows eff .ndvig od 


eee 


aa a4 eee F pe yy Shs 
: Fe é ° ae eB ¥ eS 


ens datidateas od ton ‘gets ta-. 
(  - (bé@rlakidetee ybaotle exodt od 
saonksdd: aut {Newline exit to 
“isd bio odd te sot. .nditsegdo 


. te 


Oe ee ee 


-o¢ffoo bre béeaseaae od If] 


(eats 


ifet lod ec ston 


2 eeeds bits e10ted us bet 


> 


iy oar {ftw I[eloltto emotesD a, ,aitet? ‘on? mort \fav ote abooy ina 


Fost ont CTLisISeo oF moat moqu quate ein deq bie med? enimaxe 


eee ee 


pret ft 


eg 


St eee ool aca? oat oS 


-sta oft te titel ed ot ets yor? .bebsolnu ews ebooyg édt oncciwytl 
oft tg ebam od bigére nottantmexe ‘aids nedt ,emit s tot nol? 
tremetate edt to notiaineaetq moqv pabooy edt gaivoms: tovemis 


» 


2 a oe ee ' RRR AORROER ALC 


pT Ea gate SAR Si i ges 


yd to atgqisoe1 tieaett baaint <«d betevoo od o¢ bawot, ehoog  ITfA 


“998 8 Dns ,beaas [or bos beqmeate od Bbivore esasag tteneis basinat 


. ne eit bra dnemetste edt Tk tui .betoelioo ed gon teum xed bao 
: , ens ¢nstmoo oe For eeob Srometatea Bs Ti TO ,eStge ton ob “eheoy 
ri -asd tsinget edt of guibtooom Betoel [oo ed Lifw onl? @ yaboos 


; 4 | )  ,gedete eds 
Liatax@ 

—& exs anottate tue? qenttet eds bis eréinisd tatty tafvget 

d enoltutivent eteiwqee 


aa 


Sees Pate, ESC 


arene 


re 


mae, 


p eee 


ie passed without duty r 


yb me 


; : ‘yards, but a certain 
F i upon in order to pre- 
: ; 
; , Will be released upon presenta 
: | ; iy e and Tobacco 
8, and that which is brought : 
im from other provinces for sale here does not ‘come in under : 


evading declaration of duty, will,upon 

| being discovered, be punished according to the rules relating : 
tux to smuggling. “ hee | 
Goods upon which the re duty has once been paid, will have 

; a levied for any pretext whatever, and if any of t 
Customs employees make any pretext for extorting a single om | 


above this, he will be liable to arrest at any time or 


over to the authorities, if the 
red true, he will be punished severely. 


. 


a 


Pa Oar 


- 


, 


t 


| : 
a 4 "e 
a cee "i a Bi, Pi) saa ooh * Peed BF 
cae ee ee oa 


Ox 4 % 


aiatieo s sud .nbiay 


? 


-81q of tebt0 mi mo 


» 


cooadet baa entW mogy betvsl need 


10 bevieces eddedw .aboog ses 


a¥q 


tay ‘ ’ rte F i 4 


tqteset eft to xottadmeaeta om 


desert set sd w: 


{ 


iene agent 


aL coe aes 


Be 


pbs 


. ‘ ; . ft aes 


re . as * 
Yer ' sf poy c ¥ 4 fy 4 e A ene o3 f eis 
aA B ¥ £ St , * ee eee ‘& Pr * ey Ee my Ta; ene AC 2 aiteed 


woqu,Iitw ,Yiub to motisisiseb 3a tbsve Isnotinetat to senac Ae 
std 


ee 


guitefet aefw: edt ot ‘gatbtoses bedatnug od. beter: 


: “4 - hike 3 ety 4 Oe 
ij ~ re set: 
eved Iftw .btaq meed eono aad yswh wwilyget of? dotdw me 90 
| es to Yas Ti baa ,tevesedw ixedeig hans 107 ochcages on : 
sess eignia s yatiitoixe rot dxetetq vast) poo 
: | tek. % praint 


10 Qmiy yie te taov1e of ofdatl of Litw 
edt 


TSvo 


ati 


£ 


bos ,eeitivodtus edd of + 


Re egestonp cate 


MOD one 


SEY ET 


ae Cte er any rr 
Feo 0" open (AMG Hn at. ay! he 


Ba Yleterse betataygq ed {it ) 
2 | 


» alias I 
ul 


-~ 


4 ‘ 
— 
- a 
: 4 , 4 Sb x $ 
: a . “ he * y -* s : kes # * ; i? « 
‘ “ i - R, ‘ } * $ ; 
= ail * ey 6 7 Pe ig ¥ +3 te *; a, & 4 a4 
LIA 
: , - * 
3 
‘ 
j 
. : 
a . ¢ 7 
B 7 > < ~ » sf 
ao ; f mah ; as Sie. ONE eee ai ig boas : #} 
, - y t* < rz ehh ye ‘a 
: @ oo 
- iz , {% ; ae AR } ae Te 
‘ t 4 2 


ibs 


a progialagtve ge ; 


” 
a 
’ i “ P 
& ane 3 rs 7 os. eat ‘ 
; 5 ory Wks x os . ae i 
a Rak 4 + “ge ’ Po % ¢ 3 ne iy" oat he £ Fad ae » 
' : 
* 
* 
é i? oA 4 Re 3 , ey 3 re PRP Bae g oe ave Sigs ‘ys ek es 
- * “ bx ee ay ¥ . e ‘ ess Se a Sm Ade Ha 9 ‘i & 
2 i gis * b * Sat A ts $58 EAA RE he 
® ; 


Z 5 ae : ae t- iste “ee: vig | coud %, "he Pa 
ae ge » ey ae vie ew a i ea ee ae 


‘ig 


ar 


fo 


“TeLearam Receiveo in Cipnen/ "729, / 


Bee as ‘ig a "URE, , 
ee, Mien WRONG 25 
a | oe October 12, 1904, 
_ S§ecretary of State, Ee 9354 a. m. al 
- Washington. : : 4 ee 


> 


12th. Mer chants all nationalities request post- 
ponement for six months enforcement trade-mark regula- 
tions. German and French Ministers in accordance with 
instructions strongly demand postponement. British 


Minister will not object. The truth is the majority 
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merchants wish no regulations whatever. 
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Names of the delegates of China to the Inter- 
national Railway Congres to be held in Washing- 


ton in May next forwarded. 
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=D STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHI 
a | Oct. 12th. 1904. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
shington, D.C. 
Sir :- In obedience to the instructions contained in your Cir- 


eular of August 15th. last, I have requested the Chinese Forei 


Offiee to inform me what delegates, if any, have been appointe | 


wy the Chinese Government to attend the International Railway 
Congress to be held in Washington in May next year, and I have 


: the honor to report that a note reeeived in reply, states that 


Their Exeelleneies, Yalan Shih-k'ai and Hu Yii-fén ( in charge 0 


railway affairs in the north) have appointed the Distriet Magis- 


trates, Chan T'ien-yu and Kuang Ching-yang, and that His Exeellency 


: 


Sheng Hsflan-huai, Direetor General 


of Railways ( at Shanghai) has 


>; and a Buropean, M.Jadot. 
IT have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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frade Mark Regulations. Objections to pres- 
ent enforcement of; views of Shanghai merchants. 
- Attitude of foreign ministers. 

Confirming telegrams exchanged 12th inst.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


4 


‘October 13th 1904 


v 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


~ 


c “f Washington, D.C. 


A . 
~% 


I have the honor to confirm my cypher telegram of yester- 
day and your reply of the same date, as follows : > d 
Secstate, Washington. | : 

Twelfth. Merchants all nationalities request 
_ postponement for six months enforcement Trademark 
Regulations. German and French 
ance with instructions strongly de postponement. 
British Minister. will not object. truth is the 


aters in accord- : 


Conger. 
4 . ( Reply ) 

Conger, Peking. 
oe Twelfth. Your telegram of the 12th received. 
Fer reasons given in your 1681 see no necessity post- 
pone enforcement regulations so far as we are concernd 
period. Powers objecting can ask amendments at any 
time. period, Might require official declaration 
from the Chinese Government, Yreguiations are tenta~ 


tive and subject to revision. 


© enclose copy of Minutes of the special general 
meeting of the Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce held on 


Ministers have both filed strong 


r 


. 


lations being put in force on the 23rd 
nd #OvOPA2 personal confer 
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mnt | ter of course , be ) registered in China ; That all marks in 
"general use in China for previous two years, shall be entitled 
to protection without registration That Hong names, ( firm 
names ), shall be registered without fees; and that one registry 

shall be sufficient for,and cover the use of the same mark on 
every variety of articles in the same class; That foreign ex- 

' perts should be employed; That a provisional or tentative law - 


«would be worse than no law; That the Chinese Government is not 
prepared either with places, methods, or mén, to at present 
undertake the work ; and that six months or even a year will 
hardly be sufficient for the necessary preparations. 

I am told that Sir Robert Hart, Inspector General of Cus- 
‘toms, in whose Department this work is to be begun, says that 
it is impossible to properly take up the work for some months. 

I have teday received a despatch tren Consul-General Good- 
neu crs th nicesictmsasbaa date of which is transmitted herewith, which 
more fully explains the general ebjections to the Regulations, 
and the position of the American merchants. 

Most of the merchants, when they were urging treaty nego- 
tiations apee this question, believed they would be protecteg 
against the fraudulent use of their marks by persons of every 
nationality, but when they discovered that the protection is 

“ealy against Chinese, except where special agreements exist | 


between particular countries, and that one trade-mark can not 


cover all the articles handled by one firm, they concluded the | 
present situation is preferable, and they do not wish or need 
Trade-mark Regulations at all. This applies more especially to! 


PN 
NR ade ar menttecasligs St 


Buropean merchants than to American. . : 
Having as you know, urged upon the Chinese the necessity , 
of compliance with the Treaty by an early adoption of Trade- | 
Mark Regulations,I shall for the present take no part in the 
question of postponement, except in accordance with your tele- 
graphic instructions. The Chinese Government have already of- 
ficially declared that the Regulations are ~~ in force only 
ee : 


3 I have the honor to be, Sir, ) 


; Your obedient servant, | 


1. Copy of Minutes of Meeting of Chamber of Commerce. 
2. Mr. Goodnow to Mr. Conger, dated October 7, 1904, 


with enclosures. | 


~~... «6. - Extract from Shanghai Times of October 8, 1904, 
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Held on send September, 1904, to consider the 
- Provisional Regulations for the Registration of 
Trade Marks in China. ae 
lea me : nee Mee SHANGHAT: 
~ Re aya se “*NoRTH-CHINA HERALD” OFFICE. 


eneval Chamber 


1904. 


— Shanghar General Chamber of 
—— Commerce. 


MINUTES OF THE SpEcIAL GENERAL, MEETING HELD ON 22ND 
SEPTEMBER, 1904, TO CONSIDER tie PROVISIONAL REGULA- 
TIONS FOR THE REGISTRATION OF TRADE MArKS IN 
CHINA. | 


Mr. William D. Little, Chairman, 


Committee :—Sir Charles J. Dudgeon, Messrs._E. Bavier, H. M. Bevis, 
©. Brodersen, J. Chapsal, J. N. Jameson, H. Keswick, H. R. Kinnear, 
A. M. Marshall, ©. Michelau, A. Wright, and Leslie J. Oubit 
(Secretary). } : | 


The following firms were represen- 
ted :— 
The American Trapine Co, 
Messrs. ARNHOLD, Karspera & Co. 
- Bartow & Co. 
a E. Bavizr & Co. 
The Beteran Trapine Co., Lrp. 
Messrs. Ferp. BoRNEMANN. 
The Braprorp Dyers’ AssocaTION. 
Messrs. Branp Brotuers & Co. 
he Bucuueister & Co., Lrp. 
be CartowiTz & Co. 


The Messacertes Maritimes O1n. 
Messrs. Meyer & Co. 
‘i Meryerink & Co. 
The OstastatiscHE HaNnpELS GESELL- 
SCHAFT. | 
,» P. & O. Steam Navigation Co. 
Messrs. Reiss & Co. 
G. Retss & Co., Lp. 
Aow. Riva. 
Roupe & Co. 
Reuter, BrOcKELMANN & Co, 


The CHARTERED Bank orf _ INpia, 
AUSTRALIA AND CHINA. 
Messrs. Atrrep Dent & Co. 
Dopwett & Co. 
Eaters & Co. 
Frazar & Co. 
Grips, Livineston & Co. 
Hoturpay, Wist & Co. 
Itpert & Co. 
JARDINE, Matueson & Co. 
JaMEs Jones & Co. 
Wm. Littiz & Co. 
Mstoners & Co, 


SanpeER, WIELER & Co. 
Davip Sassoon & Co., Lp. 
H. M. Scuuttz & Co. 
ScurépER, WILKENS & Co. 
Watrter Scuarrr & Co. 
Scott, Harpine & Co. 
SHEewan, Tomes & Co. 
Sremssen & Co. 
iit & Co. 

ARD, Progst & Co. 
A. 8. Watson & Co., Lrp. 
Wetcu, Lewis & Co. . 
Wisnzez & Co, — 


8 


The Caatrman—aAs it is past the time 
for which the meeting is called I will ask 
you to take the notice convening the 
meeting as read. You all know the pur- 
pose for which we are called together. 
About three weeks ago I received from 
the British Commercial Attaché, a trans- 
lation of the Provisional tions 
governing registration of trade-marks, 
under the terms of the recent British 
Treaty with China.—These ations are 
to come into force on the 23rd October 
next. These Regulations were printed and 
forwarded to members as promptly as 
possible. The covering letters received 
from Mr. Jamieson, and also the Regula- 
tions, were sent to the local Pregs to pub- 
lish for the information of all concerned. 
I would like to mention here that I con- 
sider, that we—the Shanghai General 
Chamber of Commerce—are muc h indebt- 
ed to the British Minister forhis courtesy 
in informing us of the position, for other- 
wise we should have been quite ignorant. 
This registration question has naturally 
created a very considerable amourt of 
interest and some consternation, at the 
suddenness of its arrival It has been 
dificult in so short a time for a busy 
community to grasp and digest the 
situation and the possibilities thus 
brought about. On Friday last, as the 
result of a meeting of your Committee, we 
decided to wire to Sir Ernest Satow ask- 
ing that he would use his influence to 
bring about a postponement, for six 
months, of the coming into force of the 
Regulations. The reason that we, a Cham- 
ber representing a cosmopolitan commer- 
cial community, addressed our request dir- 
ect to the British Minister, was, that he is 
the Representative of the first Power to 
embody an article regarding the protection 
of trade-marks in a Treaty with China. 
The message we sent had the support of 
the American, the German, and the China 
Associations, Thereply received through 
the British Commercial Attaché is as 
follows :— 7 

Office of the Commerical Attaché to 
H.M.’s Legation—China. 

Shanghai, 19th September, 1904. 

Sin,—I have the honour to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 17th instant, asking me to tele- 
graph to His Majesty's Minister that, in 
the opinion of the Shanghai General 
Chamber of Commerce and of the various 


Associations who supported | 
it would be desirable to postpone the 
coming into force of the Provisional 
Regulations, governing the registration 


of trade marks, for another six months. —---_ —-— 


In reply I beg to state that Sir Ernest 
Satow informs me that, were r 


Chamber to put before him in writing 
the ts, which you hold require 
consideration, and give your views on 
each, he would find himself in a better 
A arabe to formulate a request to the 
ese Government in the sense in- 
dicated, did it appear to him that 
circumstances warranted him in ad- 
dressing them again on the subject. 
I have the honour to be, _ 
Sir, : 
Your obedient servant, 
J. W. Jamigson, 
Commercial Attach . 


W. D. Lirrun, Esq. 


Chairman, Shanghai General Chamber 
of Commerce, 


On receipt of that letter I  con- 
sulted with my Committee and suggested 
that we should ask the British Commercial 
Attaché to attend to-day, to give us such 
information as he might consider, from 
his official position, he was com- 
petent to give. I have to thank Mr. 
Jamieson for kindly responding to our 
invitation. After he has addressed you I 


‘would invite discussion on any points 


that you may desire to put before the 
Committee.—A full statement of your 
views before this meeting, will fulfil the 
object for which it was, in the first 
instance, called. We can then decide what 
further action this Chamber should take. 


We have engaged the services of are-— 


porter to take a full report of this meet- 
ing, which will in due course, be forward- 
ed to all members of the Chamber. 

Mr. J. W. Jamreson—Mr. Chair- 
man, Gentlémen of the Committee, and 
members of the Shanghai General 
Chamber of Commerce.—You have been 
convened this afternoon for the purpose 
of di a legislative enactment of 
the Chinese Government drawn up as the 
outcome of the Treaty obligations they 
have recently incurred towards Great 
Britain, the United States, and -Japan. 


You have been informed thatthe sudden- __ 


ness of its institution has caused some 


that letter, 


_ obligations, and one of the commonest 
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ongternation, and to judge from the 
tone of the pa oe of Se. members 
of the Chamber who have done me the 
honour to consult me, the proposal 
would appear to have created a cer- 
tain amount of undue excitement. In 
fact hints have been thrown out that this 
is a deep-laid conspiracy to upset fore 

trade in China. e responsibility for 
perpetrating such an outrage is variously 
laid at the doors of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, the Ministers in Peking, the 
British Treaty Commissioners, and of 
your humble servant, the Commercial 
Attaché. It is therefore in the first 
place my duty to try and lay before D hs 
a succinct statement of how these Pro- 
visional Registration Rules came into 
being. The initiators of this measure 
are none of the parties, exalted or other- 
wise, above-mentioned, but purely and 
simply such members of this mber as 
incited their Governments to insert 
in the new Treaties with China some 
provision for the protection of trade 
mark rights. Believing that it was the 
sincere desire of those concerned to 
have some such protection the re- 
spective Governments addressed, saw 
to it that effect was given to this 
desire. It may be taken for 
granted that the Chinese Government is 
not over anxious to contract new Treaty 


taunts thrown in the teeth of those who 
had anything to do with the British 
Treaty is “when is any provision of your 


much-b ‘about Treaty coming into 
force ?” en then, | panera after 
careful deliberation, and previous warn- 


ing, the Chinese Government do make “P 
their minds to give effect to Article VI 
of a Treaty signed two years ago, it is 
somewhat surprising, to say the least of 
it, to be told that such action on their 
part is viewed with consternation. If a 
merchant sends home a firm order for 
oods to be delivered say, ten months 
ence, he can hardly complain, if in due 
course he is drawn against for the full 
invoice value. . hy 

The first steps taken by the Chinese 
Government to carry ont Article VII 
were to instruct the Deputy Inspector-. 
General of Customs, and two Commis- 
sioners to draft registration rules, 
These rules were, by order of the 


| sentative 


Inspector-General, submitted to me 


meeting of British importers to- 
gether to discuss them. 'Thoy were drawn 
up in English, were complicated in phraseo- 
logy, and were in many respects open to 
objection. After they had been referred 
to the powers that be, nothing more was 
heard of the matter, until in June the 
Chinese Foreign Office communicated to 
the British, American and Japanese 
Ministers a copy of the present regula- 
tions in Chinese. They invited observa- 
tion thereon with as little delay as pos- 
sible, and Sir Ernest Satow in rad Ay 
them to me for comment, stated that, as 
they were provisional in character, and 
constituted the first step towards the at- 


in February last, and I called a repre- 


‘tainment of a very desirable object, he 


was not prepared to criticise them in a 


carping spirit while he at the same 


time recognised the necessity of 
eliminating any provisions which 
seemed likely to prove burdensome 
or impracticable. It was in such 
a spirit, therefore, that I requested 
a second meeting of British importers, 
convened by me, to discuss them. Their 
recommendations were at once passed on, 
and after correspondence with the 
Chinese Government, in part adopted. 
I may say that at the same time [ in- 
formed the Minister that in my opinion 
their elasticity was a strong point in their 
favour, seeing that they would necessarily 
have to be interpreted by Chinese Courts. 
Now, therefore, when the Chinese 


Government propose, after having con- 


sulted those concerned, to put these 


Regulations into force, it would be in- 


vidious to meet them with fresh objec- 
tions. As you will have gathered from 
the telegram, in answer to the request of 
your Committee for a postponement of 
the coming into force of the Regula- 
tions, Sir , Re Satow is not disposed 
to put forward an application of this 
kind unless it can be demonstrated to 
him that there are cogent reasons for 
so doing. There is no desire not to 
meet the views of merchants, as 
far as-it may be possible to do so, 
but it would serve no _ useful 
purpose to put forward anything but 
serious @ontentions. And, gentlemen, 
from what I have heard in the course of 
the last few days, | am disposed to think 
that the rules have not been considered 
with impartiality, nor perused with a 
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desire to dwell on the many good points 
they undoubtedly contain. What seems 
to have been immediately pounced upon 
is the scale of fees, and that looms so 
large in the minds of members that all 
other considerations have been left out 
of account. It does not appear to have 
occurred to those who feel aggrieved that 
what you have demanded, and what you 
have received, is Protection, in Capital 
letters and to Protection, Registra- 
tion is a necessary corollary. I am 
even told that members are perfectly 
satisfied with the protection they have 
hitherto enjoyed. I do not think that 
this view is shared by those firms 
who, at great expenditure of money 
and of time, have had to contest 
their rights in the Mixed Oourt 
at Shanghai. What measure of pro- 
tection they would have obtained up 
country may well be left to the imagina- 
tion. 

As to protection then, may I ask in 
what espect does Rule 21 leave anything 
to be desired? Let me read it to you. 

_21.—The undermentioned pffences are 
punishable with imprisonment up to one 
year, and a fine not exceeding Ts. 300, 
but judgment ean only be given ina 
suit instituted by the party aggrieved. 

(a) Any attempt to use a similar class 
of goods, or to imitate a registered trade 
mark, belonging to another party, or to 
offer the same for sale. 

(b) To imitate a trade mark, or apply 
it to a similar class of goods, or knowingly 
to sell such goods, or have the same on 
the premises for purposes of safe. _ 

(c) To use an imitation of a trade 
mark as a “chop,” or to employ it for 
purposes of advertishment. 

(d) Knowingly to use packages or 
wrappers bearing the registered trade 
mark of others, for the same class of 
goods, or knowingly to offer the same 
for sale. | 

(e) To import goods, being well aware 
of the fact that they infringe the trade 
mark rights of others. ie 

Another vital point which has been 
overlooked is the full protection accorded 
to existing rights. It was certainly 
never the intention of the British Govern- 
ment or their advisers to put their 
nationals in a worse position than they 

were in before the Treaty was drafted, 
arid for such rights they have secured 


full protection. I will now read you Rule 
8 (c) :-— ee 

8—Trade marks which infringe the fol- 
lowing conditions cannot be registered: — 

(c) Marks already registered, or marks 
resembling, or of the same nature as, 
marks, which for over two years prior to 
the application for registration, have 
been publicly used in China or have 
covered a similar class of goods. 

This means that any mark in use prior 
to the signature of the British Treaty is 
absolutely protected from imitation on 
the part of anybody. 

Mr. J. N. JamEson—Without registra- 
tion ? 3 

Mr. J. W. Jamizson—Without registra- 
tion. I think the reading of therule in ques- 
tion is quite clear. I have gone carefully 
over the rule in Chinese, and this Eng- 
lish is a very clear and accurate render- 
ing of the Chinese. A third point which 
has been male much of by the con- 
scientious objector, is that registra- 
tion facilitates the pirating of marks, 
That may or may not be the case, 
but, if it be, then the trade mark legisla- 
tion of all countries suffers from the same 
defect. I do not, however, think that 
registration in Hongkong, where similar 
conditions, to those in China prevail, has 
led to any wholesale pirating. It has 
also been completely forgotten that 
in a country where extraterritoriality 
obtains, all that the Government can do 
is to protect the stranger within its 
gates against an infringement of his 
rights, on the part of their own nationals. 
They cannot legislate for non-Chinese 
and yet even here they have done their 
best to secure as full a measure of protec- 
tion as possible. A merchant of Timbuc- 
too may at any time import, as far as the 
Chinese Government is concerned, goods 
with a fraudulent mark on them and sell 
them in China. The only redress that 
the aggrieved party has against him per- 
sonally is to sue him in his own courts 
somewhere in the remote sands of 
the Sahara, but any Chinese who 


would venture to handle such ge 


can be severely punished. ow, 
gentlemen, under existing conditions, 
what can China do more? She distinctly 
states under Rule 21 that anyone, being 
a Chinese, who undertakes to sell goods 
with a fraudulent trade mark will be 
punished by the Chinese Government. 
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They cannot do more than punish the. 


Chinese importer, but they undertake to 


protect the rights of foreigners in that 
way. Complete and effectual protection 
against everybody can only be secured 
by such mts as Great Britain has 
with France, Gérmany and Italy for mutual 
application in China of their domestic 
trade marks legislation. ch a con- 
summation, desirable as it is, must, how- 
ever, take time to achieve. I must 


explain here that that Convention is 


the outcome of negotiations which 
the British Government has carried 
on with the principal trading nations of 
the world during the last four years. Its 
object is to secure in China that 


- mutual protection for their subjects which 


they would enjoy as residents in each 
other’s countries. Thus a British subject 
infringes the mark of an ltalian subject. 
In the terms of the Agreement that Ita- 
lian can proceed against that British 
subject in the British Consular Court and 
can obtain satisfaction. He would have 
the same protection here as he would 
have against the man in Great Britain 


itself. Unfortunately, however, only 
three nations have so far come into this 
arrangement. 


To sum up, I think there has been too 
much hasty jumping at. conclusions. 
There is absolutely no necessity to ex- 
pend large sums of money in register- 
ing marks or cho which were in 
public use in hina when the 
Treaty was framed; it is the new- 
comer who has todo this. Holders of 
established marks in fact enjoy a greater 
measure of protection under these rules 
than they would have under the legisla- 
tion of other countries. Nor need the 


new-comer be in a hurry. In terms of 


Supplementary Regulation No. 26 he has 
six months within which to complete 
registration, and there is no need 
therefore for him to be rushed. The 
rules cannot be expected to provide for 
every contingency; they are, after all, 
only provisional and can be amended as 
found i I would therefore 
deprecate what Sir Ernest calls carping 
criticism, and would ask you to let these 
rules have a fair trial and to bear in 
mind that whatever anomalies, not of 
vital import, which you may find 
therein, are due to the fact that the 


Chinese Government are legislating | 


primarily for Chinese as far as 

tration is concerned, while at the 
same time doing their best for foreign 
interests as far as protection is con- 
cerned. I hold no brief either personally 
or on behalf of my superiors for the rules 
as they stand, but as they have been 
drawn up tentatively after due considera- 
tion with the representatives,of three of 
the great nations trading with China, I 
venture to hope that you will agree with 
me in holding that the case for post- 
ponement must be a strong one before 
one can reasonably call upon the authori- 
ties at Peking to be at the trouble of 
opening up the whole question again. I 
may add that since the rules have been 
published, certain minor pvints have been 
brought to my notice and that these 
were forwarded by me to my Minis- 
ter some days ago. I thought them 
worthy of consideration, and such as might 
reasonably be put before the Chinese 
Foreign Office and placed on record in 
the rules. One was an addition to Article 
10 at the end, of the words “ which 
will then be granted.” Another was in 
Article 23, to add “the payment of such 
fees entitles the applicant to have his mark 
registered in each class, or sub-class, should 
he so desire, and includes the issue of 
a certificate in respect of such 
registration.” Now we come to the 
detailed Rules No. 1. This says 
“all applications must be made in 
the Chinese language.” It is suggested 
to add to this ‘“ Foreign applications 
may be made in the English language 
only.” An addition. was also suggested 
to Detailed Rule No 13 in terms of 
which the necessity of furnishing a block 
of marks registered abroad, should be 
dispensed with. These alterations were 
suggested, I believe, by the Deutsche 
Vereinung; they were handed to me 
by the German Vice-Consul as favour- 
ed by himself and that association. 
He asked me to give them my support 
and I sent them forward with an expres- 
sion of my own views on the subject, and 
Limagine they will be favourably con- 
sidered. One other suggestion has been 
made: that in Article 14 there should be 
inserted arsentence to the effect that the 
Registrar shall be assisted by an expert. 
Assessor. I did not feel justified in re- 
commending that suggestion, because I 
think the question of an Assessor may 


oD Ee 


well be left to. the Chinese Government | : 


themselves, Experts are difficult to ob- 
tain and if the handling of these rules is 
to be in the care of the Customs, we 
may as well leave it to them as to anyone 
else. | 

I don’t know whether I have succeeded 
in explaining to you the purport of 
these Regulations, and will conclude 
by stating that I propose to leave 
for the capital on Monday next, 
where I shall have the fullest opportunity 
of laying your views before my own 
or any other Minister in person. As I 
understand that any farther speakers 
must address themselves to the Committee 
might I. ask you, Mr. Chairman, to 
give me permsssion to clear up in the 
course of discussion any points which I 
may not have made perfectly clear. 

The Cuarrman—We are allimuch oblig- 
ed to Mr, Jamieson for his kindness in 
giving us the benefit of his remarks. I 
note that Mr. Jamieson says that holders 
of old marks will have a greater protec- 
tion under these Rules, when they come 
into force than they have now. That being 
so, is eminently satisfactory (hear, hear). 
We have had some serious doubts on 
that point, and so far as I, and many 
of us, have been able to digest these 
Regulations we have hardly come to that 
conclusion. As these Regulations seem 
in one or two places to be contradictory, 
we thank Mr. Jamieson for the assurance 
that the holders of old marks will, under 
these Regulations when they come into 
force, be in a better position than before. 
I should now like to hear from members 
any opinions or suggestions they have 
come prepared to make, and I am sure I 
can assure Mr.Jamieson that any criticism 
will not be brought forward in a carping 
spirit. 


Mr. J. L. Scorr—I am sure we are all’ 
united in thanking Mr. Jamieson for his 


- explanation of these Provisional Regula- 
tions. There are one or two points, 

which after careful perusal on my part, 

seem to me of much importance, and 
which he has not touched on; and with 
your permission I should like to put 
them before you for discussion later on. 
I am afraid perhaps that my remarks 
may be a little lengthy, but I have made 
them asclear and concise as I can, and I 
think it will be better if I read what T 
Have to say, 


Before beginning I ma y 
the British Treaty with. China, 1% 
provides for “ ftewnscoe g ge of trade- 
marks against ent ey, Chinese 
subjects, erry it . 
ment vhat th f 
insted wean es ea 
mind that in cri e tions 
one is placed at a disadvantage by not 
being in possession of the code by which 
these Regulations will be interpreted. 
This code, it is understood, has not yet 
been compiled. The disadvantages to 
foreigners of having the head office at 
Peking are very agains owing to its 
inaccessibility and uent delay 
which must inevitably pom in the 
decision of all questions referred to the 
Registrar. The most suitable place 
for the head office must appear un- 
questionably to be Shanghai, the port 
of entry for the bulk of imports and the 
centre of foreign trade. Assuming the 
head office to be at Shanghai, the 
necessity for branch offices almost ceases 
to exist—in fact, it may be reasonably 
held that one office only is preferable, 
provided always that that office 
is at Shanghai. Most of the Tien- 
tsin trade is on similar lines 
to Shanghai, and is likely to remain so, 
at any rate for many years, and there 


would appear to be no good reason for 


the establishment of three offices as pro- 
vided for in the Regulations, necessitating 
as it does the duplicating of all documents, 
involving time and money to the person 

, a8 well as to the trade-marks 
authorities. The cost of maintaining 
these three establishments is reflected in 
the scale of charges, which will be refer- 
red to later on. Considering the large 


trade done in the South of China, I 


wonder why Canton was not added to the 
list of branch offices. 

The establishment of one registry at 
Shanghai only would obviate the neces 
sity of duplicate applications and Japlioate 
memoranda attached to the same. 

The clauses dealing with the procedure 
to be followed in regard to applications 
found to be in order, appear to be 
contradictory. Regulation 5 apparently 
provides for an interval of six months 
between the time when an application is 
found to be in order, and the time when 
tion is proceeded with. This inter- 
val is to allow of protests being entered. 


——— 
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Detailed Rule 13, on ee eee tan 
provides that on an aj 
found to be in ~~ fandica 
onee ensues, and the applicant pays 
his ioe call none ts Oe back oF hee 
trade-mark, which latter, in accordance 
with ation 18 and Rule 14 is 
forwarded to the Head Office at the end of 
the current month, to appear, presum- 
ably, in the next month’s issue of the 
“Gazette.” It would be useful to have 
the correct interpretation of the two 
clauses referred to—in the meantime it 
seems to me that persons desiring to pro- 


test would, in the ordinary course of 


events, not be aware of the necessity of 
doing so until the print of the mark 
applied for had appeared in the “Gazette.” 
It would seem desirable that Rule i3 
should read somewhat as follows:—“If an 

“application is in order, the applicant will 
“be duly informed. On receipt of such 
‘notice, the applicant will, within a given 
“time fixed by the Registrar, return the 
“notice, and hand in a block of his trade 
“mark. If after a period of six months no 
“protest shall have been made, registration 
“shall be proceeded with, and the appli- 
“cant shall pay his fees on being notified 
“by the Registrar.” 

Regulation 5 would then require no 
alteration. 

In the case of new marks the con- 
tingency is rather a remote one, and 
applicants will probably have no cause 
for complaint, but in regard to similar 
marks already in use it is open to 


. question whether the registration of the 


same or sintilar marks by more than 


one applicant is fair or reasonable. There | 
are many marks in use in Shanghai to-day 


which bear a very close resemblance to 
one another. One mark perhaps is 
registered, the others have been used for 
a longer or shorter period, and their use 
is either known and permitted, or it may 
not be known. 

Would it not be fairer in such a case 
to grant registration to the owner of the 
mark registered in a foreign country, and 
to none of the others, than to register 
them all ? 

Again, in the case of similar marks 
none of which are registered in a foreign | to 
country, would it not be preferable to 
grant registration only to the user who 
could establish priority aioe! to deny 
registration to others? 


It would seem that on the one hand 
| the applicant has good grounds for pre- 


| ference, while on the other his claim 


to tion rests merely on his being 
the first comer. 

How far this point may be covered by 

tion 13 it is impossible to say 
until the code is compiled defining the 
basis on which claims to cancellation 
must rest. 

Prior use of a mark for two years gives 
the proprietor the right over all comers, 
and under ation 8(c) such marks will 
not be granted registration on the applica- 
tion of any other party. The Regulation 

= “cannot be registered” but it ‘may be 
taken for granted that the meaning is “ can- 
not be registered by anyone but the party 


showing his prior right, based on two 


years’ use.” This question of priority, 
carrying with it protection, has ap- 
parently been differently viewed by 
different readers of the Regulations. To 
some it appears quite plain that the 
wording of the Regulations secures per- 
manent protection to the owners of 
marks such as described in Clause 8 (c) 
without its being incumbent on them to 
register now or at any future time, i.e., 
priority of use constitutes protection in 
perpetuity free of all obligation to 
comply with the ordinary terms of re- 
gistration. Again, the necessity for 
the code forces itself upon one, to 
determine a disputed point, but speaking 
with all deference to the above opinion, 
it is difficult to believe, viewing the 
Regulations as a whole and claiming 
only a reasonable interpretation of their 
clauses, that the above opinion will prove 
to be the correct one. 

Regulation 1 states that exclusive right 
to a trade mark is conditional on regis- 
tration in accordance with the Rules and 
Regulations, and no distinction between 
old and new marks is made or even 


implied. ag 
Regulation 13 affords a very reasonable 
period of three years for owners of 


established marks to obtain redress for 
infringement, but, if established marks 
are entitled to perpetual protection, the 
5 of the three years’ limit in which 
e.a protest is not apparent. 

don 9 exclusive rights in any 
ie mark, whether registered abroad or 
in China, lapse after a period of 20 years 
unless renewed in accordance with Regula- 
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tion 10, and there is nothing in these 
clauses to justify the inference that; 
renewal at home takes the place of re- 
newal in China. 

Supplementary Regulation 26 makes | 
provision for the registration in China of 
trade marks already registered abroad. 
If it is assumed that trade marks regis- 
tered abroad do not require registration 
in China, this provision is superfluous, and 
the same may be said of Detailed Rule 9. 
lt may, of course, be argued that these 
provisions are necessary in order to enable 
applicants to register;marks in China| which 
are already registered abroad, should they 
elect to do so, without any compulsion 
in the n.atter being employed, but it may 
fairly be assumed, in answerto this 
argument, that if protection without 
registration is assured, the alternative, 
involving heavy expenditure, is hardly 
likely to be chosen and need not be 
reckoned with. 

As further showing the necessity to re- 
gister all marks to which exclusive rights 
are claimed or desired, Supplementary 
Regulation 27 states clearly that marks 
formerly protected by proclamation will 
cease to enjoy that protection unless re- 
gistration be made within six months 
of the opening of the Registration Office. 

Mr. Jamrzson—Allow me to interrupt 
for one moment.. You may not be aware 
that a great many Chinese firms’ marksare 
registered locally by local proclamation 
and as I read the rules as being 
primarily intended for Chinese, this ap- 
plies to. Chinese and not to foreign- 
ers. I think that explanation may tend 
to clear up the reading of that rule. 

Mr. Scotr—This Regulation 27 seems 
to indicate even more clearly than any of 
the other Regulations the intentions 
underlying them, viz., that all trade marks, 
if claimed to be the exclusive pro- 
perty of any individual, firm or 
corporate body, must be registered, as 
protection will not he continued even to 
those marksin respect of which the 
Chinese authorities are cognisant, and 
for which they have received fees. 
The British Trade Marks Act, 1883- van 
Section 103, Par. 1, says:—‘A 
ments with foreign States for the ania 
protection of trade marks, etc., that any 
person who has applied for protection 
for any invention, design, or trade mark, 
shall be entitled to registration of his 


design or trade mark i in priority of other 


J 


applicants.” Par. 3 says :— “The 
$ cations for the registration of a 


mark under this section must be made in 


thesame manner as applications.” 

I believe it to be a fact that in no 
country in Europe or elsewhere can per- 
manent protection be claimed for a trade 
mark unless it be r in accor- 
dance with the laws of that country, and 
why should the contrary be expected of 
China? The concluding clause of the 
British Treaty with the United States for 
the protection of trade marks, 24th Oct. 
1877, reads :—“ It is understood that any 
person who desires to obtain the afore- 
said protection must fulfil the formalities 
required by the laws of the respective 
countries.” 

The question whether the proposed 
fees are reasonable or otherwise entirely 
depends on the decision of the point we 
have just been considering. If it were 
only necessary to register new marks, the 
fees, though high compared with England 


‘or France, are moderate when compar- 


ed with the scale charged in the United 


‘States, but even then some of the items — 


charged are perhaps open to criticism. 
' A comparison of the English scale may 
‘in the first instance be useful. 


China, England 
H. Tis. £ 8 
Application to register......... 5 |' 5 


Registration and certificate... 30 
» one or more article 

in one class... 1— 

,» for series of marks, 

every additional re- 

presentation after | 

the first in eachjclass. 5 

Assignment to another party : 

(partnership) .. . 20); 1— 

Renewal of tration (Chine | 

20 years, England 14) . 1 — 

Copy of documents ..........+. “ 1 

| if over 100 characters 

per 100 .......... 50c. 

| 300 oii perl00 ...... 4d. 

Inspecting Register (China 


per 4 hour, he it ; 8. 
|e NES secuns Ne 1 
Renewal of lest “certificate 
: (copy of ratification) ...... 10 2 


Reporting imitation (notice 


of opposition)... os 5|/1— 


Application for reconsidera- 
tion (appeal from | comp- 


troller) ......+: 5j/1— 


(The French scale is considerably lower.) 
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It will be noted that the English scale | 
makes registration very cheap, and it is 
only when it is sought to prove that a. 
7 aie ee Board at "Trade ag ved 
appeal to the oO © against a 
decision of the comptroller, that the fees 
are slightly in excess of the Chinese 
scale. To continue, On the assumption 
that marks registered abroad must be 
d here, the cost per mark would 


4 


be as foilows :— 
Application ...............seee0e00s AK. Tis, 5 
Nr iinceu she sadhckacuieke'Sasuce.< Son 
Copy of certificate from Home 
5/, say .. 2 


Cost of translating documents 
te acon 


into Chinese, say............ 


Hk.Tis. 42 


In addition to this it must be remem- 
bered that it would probably be necessary 
to spend several half-hours at Tl. 1 each 
searching the registers, the result of 
which might be a refusal to grant 


registration, followed by an application 


for reconsideration of ruling, costing 
Tis. 5. | 


It may be remarked here that those 


who hold that registration of registered 


marks is unnecessary would undoubtedly 
find their marks registered by others, 
owing to the registration office not being 
in possession of the necessary data 
preventing such registrations. 

An application for caricelment would 
cost the rightful owner Tis. 30 for each 
occasion of infringement which, in the 
end, would be much more expensive than 
registration, and entail endless worry 
and annoyance. The fee for cancelment 
has probably been made the same as for 
registration for this reason. 

The fee of Ts. 20 for transfer of part- 
nership rights seems unnecessarily heavy; 
alterations in partnerships are so frequent 
both with foreigners and Chinese, and 
sometimes, owing to death, so unforeseen 


that very serious expenditure would be | 


involved in following out these provisions. 
The English scale provides, like the 
Chinese, for a separate fee for registra- 
tion, and, or application to register, but the 
reason for this is not apparent, and it 
would seem that the application fee 
should be ch only where, for an 
reason, registration does not follow. If 


egistration jis granted, the registration 
ee in the Chinese scale, Tls. 30, is ampl 
high enough to justify dispensing wi 
the other at Tis. 5. The charge for 
copies of documents may or may not be 
reasonable ; it depends upon whether one 
is obliged to have certain documents copied, 
or whether it is only on special occasions 
that the necessity would arise. The 
charge for a fresh certificate (Tls. 10) 
to replace one that has been lost seems 
excessive, involving as it would a very 
small amount of clerical work and being 
like a copy of document, Tis. 2. 
Generally speaking it would seem from 
a. consideration of the scale of fees that it 
has been compiled with the cost of three | 


|, establishments in view, and possibly also 


with an eye to revenue. As regards 
the first the expense appears to 
be unnecessary, and the three establish- 
‘ments undesirable, and as regards the 
second if such an idea exists it is unwise 
and calculated to defeat its own end. 
A moderate scale of fees would encourage 
‘registration to the benefit of all; the pre- 
sent scale will certainly discourage it, for 
‘although there are some marks which 
perhaps the owners cannot afford to risk 
losing, there are many others which may 
be used for quite a short term of years 
and for trades which are constantly 
changing. In these latter cases the 
fees appear excessive. It is not clearly 
stated whether the registration fee of Tis. 
80 covers registration under one only, or 
all classes It is desirable that this 
should be made clear. 
_A point of importance also is the 
Registrar himself ; is he to be a Chinaman 
ora foreigner? It is obvious that he 
ought to be the latter, employed by the 
Customs and an expert. | 

The Regulation says that the courts 
concerned “ will in case of infringement 
afford all necessary protection.” Pre- 
sumably this is a free translation and 
means that redress must be sought in 
the courts concerned. China cannot im- 
pose obligations on foreign Powers. The 
last point to which I would draw at- 
tention is the rule that all applications 
must be made in the Chinese language, 
which I think is arbitrary and unfair. . 
When commercial intercourse between 
foreigners and the Government, say, as 
represented by the Customs is carried 


——-— 


on in English as being the universal 


commercial language, why should 
this department be one exception, and 
for what good purpose ? ing at the 
commercial man’s total ignorance of 
Chinese, this would place him at the 
mercy! of his translator, and one can 
easily see what misunderstandings and 
complications might arise between this 
man’s idea of what is meant, and the 
translation of same as understood by an 
official. 

Mr. Jamreson—I said there were one 
or two subsequent recommendations made 
to me, which I had put forward, and 
this is one of them. 

Mr. Scort—That is all I have to re- 
mark. (Applause.) 

Mr. C. Sersy Moore—Mr. Scott has 
ably put before us detailed criticisms 


with regard to the question of istra- | 


tion and so far as they go we shall most 
of us agree with him. There is one point, 
however, which he overlooked, and which 
will add again to the cost of registration, 
viz., the required production of blocks. 
I see that according to the Regulations 
the block of which registration is desired 
has to be sent in. Asis known to most 
of us, many of the trade-marks are 
represented out here by prints only, and 
the blocks themselves are retained at 
home by the firms of which we are the 
agents. The necessity of making a block 
to comply with the Regulations when 
applying for registration is another 
expense therefore. 

A Member—Quite right. : 

Mr. ©. Bropersen—lI think Mr. Scott's 
lengthy explanation has shown fully that 
we have a sufticient reason to ask for six 
months to elapse before these trade- 
marks registration rules come into force, 
and I beg to propose that a further re- 

ated request be sent to the British 
Minister to oblige this Chamber by 
bringing forward its request for delay. 
It might be well to frame the request as 
shortly and concisely as possible, and I 
propose, therefore, that a small sub- 


committee be elected to prepare the 


answer to Sir Ernest Satow’s letter in 
time for Mr.. Jamieson’s departure 
for the capital. I may add that I fully 

with Mr. Scott and do not think 
that Mr. Jamieson’s explanation of Rule 
8 (c) is the correct one. I do not see, if 
this means what Mr. Jamieson says it does, 
why it does not say simply “ marks already 


[* to 


registered,” which’ would make it per- 
fectly secure. The Ri on goes on to 


means we have to apply for tion 
of marks we already use, and I cannot 
see the Regulation in the sense that 
Mr. Jamieson wants to put into it, as the 


meaning attached to it by the Chinese’ 


Government. If Mr. Jamieson can 
give us a definite assurance that is 
what the Regulation méans we can 
be well satisfied with that and with the 
whole of the Regulations. I to 


repeat my proposal that a sub-committee. 


be elected to frame the proposals to be 
submitted to the British Minister. 

Sir Coartes Duperon—lI do not pro- 
pose to occupy the time of the meeting 
atany length. Iam in agreement with 
Mr. Brodersen that it is desirable that 
time be given for looking into all 
these Regulations, because it is 
desired by most of us to. refer 
these lations to our firms and 
people at home, and we have no-opportu- 
nity of doing so by the date at present 
fixed for the coming into force of 
the Regulations. I cannot follow Mr. 


Scott all through his long argument, but - 


on one point certainly I agree with him ; 
the fees I certainly think are unreason- 
able. In to the rest I am in 
agreement with Mr. Jamieson as 

the interpretation of Regulation 8 (c). 
It is plain English to me, when it 
says that any mark you have had 
in use for two years cannot be registered 
by anyone else. Another point which I 
think Mr. Jamieson has dealt with is Rule 
21 which gives protection in a way that 
it is not given, as far as my knowledge 
goes, in any other country. It says that 
Chinese who are found in possession of 
goods with marks which are imitations of 
registered marks or to which we have any 
of us a prior right, shall be subject to 
punishment. I don’t think that that pro- 
vision exists in the regulations of any 
other country. I think it quite reason- 
able that a Committee be formed to dis- 


cuss the details of “these Regulations, — 


but I must say I do not think the Re- 


gulations, as they stand, form an ill- 
considered set of tions, but are 


very favourable to our wishes and to those 


{ 


who wished to obtain registration here: I 
may say one word p as a member of 
_ the China Association, with which I have- 
been associated for twelve or fourteen 
years. It has been one of our endeavours 
to proteution for trade-marks and 
‘that can only be done by obtaini ya 
tration. Mr. Jamieson told you he 
alread two meetings of British 
importers to discuss the Regulations with 
him, and I am inclined to suggest that it 


would have been better had Mr. Scott’s 


objections been put before those meetings, 
instead of being brought forward now 
(ho, no). 

The CHarkmMaN—This is a resolution 


ibe Sg by Mr. Brodersen and seconded 
by Sir Charles Dudgeon :— | 


“That a sub-committee be elected to 
consider the Provisional lations. 
governing the registration of t: marks 
and that their report be handed to the 
Committee of the Chamber, to be for- 
warded to the British Minister, to enable 
him to obtain the postponement pre- 
viously applied for by cable.” 

That will go before the British Minister 
in reply to his cable, stating that if the 
Chamber would put before him in writ- 
ing the points to which they want to give 
further consideration, he will find himself 
in a better position to formulate an ap- 
plication to the Chinese Government, if it 
appears to him that the circumstances 
warrant his addressing them again on the 
subject. Mr. Brodersen proposed that 
this sub-committee be formed in order 
that they may get these views together. 
On that sub-committee I propose as 
tmembers, Mr. Brodersen, who represents 
the German Association; Mr. J. N. 
Jameson, who represents the American 
Association; Mr. J. L. Scott, who, as we 
have seen, takes a very great interest in 
the matter; Sir Charles Dudgeon; Mr. 
Slevogt, who Mr. Brodersen tells me 
drew up the rules for the German 
Association ; and Mr. Stern. 

A Member proposed Mr. Stempel as an 
additional member. | 

The Cuarrman—lIt is not a question of 
having particular trades represented on 
the sub-committee, and the object is not 


rt ] 


| tant 


to have too large a committee. I am not 


certain but that we should do better with 


five only instead of six. I have 
always found in my experience that a 
pote committee gets through its work 
more and more satisfactorily 

one, but as this is an impor- 
ion, it is proposed to make it 
six. Unless the matter of the additional 


than a 


| member is pressed, I think the six pro- 


posed will be found ample. [ will put 
the resolution first and the names after- 
wards. 

The resolution 
animously, 
~ The Onarrman—lIt is proposed by my- 
self and seconded by Mr. Kinnear :— | 

That the following form the sub-com- 
mittee: Messrs. nf Brodersen, J. N. 
Ja J. L. Scott, Sir Charles 

dgeon, M. Slevogt, and J. Stern. | 

The proposition was carried. 

Mr. W. J. Tyack—I am sorry to be 
late with it, but I should like to ask 
one question : What protection do I get 
by registering my trade mark under these 
new Regulations from the Chinese, 
that I have not got already ? 


The Cuarnman—lI will ask Mr. Jamieson 
to reply. 

Mr. Jamrrson—If Mr. Tyack will read 
the sentence in large print, he 
will find that under Regulation 8 
certain marks therein enumerated can- 
not be registered, and those marks are 
those which derive protection from priori- 
ty of use, in China, prior that is to say to 
the date of the signing of the British 
treaty. If you had an article in use 
before that date, with a trade mark on it 
you are absolutely protected. If you 
imported an article subsequent to that 
date you must register that mark in China 
to get protection. In addition you 
will now be able to proceed against any 
Chinese, who infringe your mark, in a 
way that it was not possible for you to 
do before. 


The Cuainman—I have nothing more 
to put before the meeting and thank 
you for your attendance. 

The meeting then closed. 


was carried un- 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RELATING TO THE REGISTRATION OF TRADE Marks IN CHINA. 


» 
wr 


OFFICE OF THE COMMERCIAL ATTACHE 
TO H.M,’s Lecation, CHINA. 
Shanghai, 29th August, 1904. 

Sir,—As you are doubtless aware, 
he Chinese Government have, for some 
ime past, been engaged indrafting 
egu lations to govern the registration of 
rade-marks, in terms of their recent 
Treaty engagements. 

The Board of Commerce has now, after 
consultation with the representatives of 
Great Britain, the United States and 
Japan, drawn up a set of Provisional 
Regulations, which it is intended to put 
in force on the 23rd of October next. 

Of these regulations I have, in 
accordance with instructions from Sir 
Ermest Satow, the honour to hand you 
herewith, for the information of your 
Chamber, a translation. It has been 
prepared by myself from the Chinese 
text, and embodies certain alterations, 
suggested by His Majesty’s Minister. 
Should any farther modifications be 
subsequently adopted, I will not fail to. 
communicate them to you. 

The classification list and the pre- 
scribed forms appended to_ these 
Regulations, have not been translated, as 
the Chinese Government will, presum- 
ably, shortly publish them, in an authon- 
tative form, in some foreign language. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. W. JAMIESON, 
Commercial Attaché. 
W. D. LITTLE, Esgq., 
Chairman, | 
Shanghai General Chamber of 
Commerce. 


Shanghai, 8th September, r9o4. 
Sir,—In continuation of my letter to 
you of the 2gth ult., enclosin g a copy 
of the Provisional Regulations governing 
the registration of trade-marks, I have 
now, in accordance with instructions 
received from His Majesty’s Minister, 


the honour to hand you copies of certain | 


correspondence which has taken place 


be tween Sir Ernest Satow'and Prince - 
Ch‘ing, relative to the interpretation of — 


Article 20 of the regulations in question. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. W. JAMIESON, 
Commercial Attaché. 
W. D. LITTLE, Esq., 
Chairman, 


Shanghai General Chamber of 
Commerce. 


- 
Saf 


Sirk ERNEST SATOW TO PRINCE 
CH'‘ING. 
Peking, August 18th, 1904. 

Your HiGHNEss,—My attention has 
been drawn to the wording of Article 
20 of the Provisional Regulations for 
the Registration of Trade-marks for- 
warded to me in your Highness’s Note 
of August rath. 

This Article lays it down that suits 
for infringement of trade-marks will be 
conducted as follows :— 

(a) If the defendant be a foreigner, 
the local authorities will move the 


Consul concerned to hold a joint in-- 


vestigation and trial. 


(2) If the defendant be a Chinese, — 


the Consul concerned will communicate 


ne enamel 


OR Nae cs dn, ta ranma agua eet, ~ 


a 


with the Chinese Authorities to hold a 
joint investigation and trial. 

It is possible that the draughtsman 
who prepared the Regulations had in. 
his. mind the Chinese text of the 16th 
Article of the Treaty of Tientsin between 
Great Britain and China, but I beg to 
remind Your Highness of the inter- 
pretation of that Article, laid down in 
Section 2 of the Chefoo Agreement of 
1876, namely that as long as the laws 
of the two countries differ from each 
other, there can be but one principle 


to guide judicial proceedings in Mixed | 
Cases in China, namely that the case | 


is tried by the official of the defendant’s 
nationality, the official of the plaintiff's 
nationality merely attending to watch 
the proceedings in the interests of 
justice, and that the law administered 
will be that of the nationality of the 
officer trying the case. 


an assurance that this is the sense in 
which Article 20 of the Trade-mark 
Regulations in understood by the 
Chinese Government. 


» 
es. af 


Prince Ca‘inG To Sir Ernest SATow. 
August 29th, 1904. 

Your EXcELLENcy,—I have the 
honour to acknowledge receipt of your 
Excellency’s Note of August 18th, 
enquiriig whether Article 20 of the 
Trade-mark Regulations is understood 
by the Chinese Government in the sense 


of the interpretation of the principle of | 


-oint investigation laid down in Section 
2 of the Chefoo Agreement. 

In response to our enquiries the 
Board of Commerce has replied that 
the principle laid down in sub-Section 
3, Section 2 of the Chefoo Agreement 


with regard to judicial proceedings in | 


Mixed Cases, being in itself so eminent- 


ly reasonable, should of course be duly 
followed by both sides in questions 
affecting Article 20 of the Trade-mark 
Regulations, which Article was drafted 
with the above-mentioned Treaty pro- 
vision in view. 

I have the honour therefore to reply 
to Your Excellency in the above sense. . 


Office of the Commercial Attaché to 
H.M.’s Legation —China. 

Shanghai, roth September, 1904. 

Sir,—I have the honour to acknow- 


ledge the receipt of your communication 
of the 17th instant, asking me to tele- 


graph to His Majesty’s Minister that, in 


the opinion of the Shanghai General 
Chamber of Commerce and of the 
various Associations who supported that 
letter, it would be desirable to postpone 


| ming into for the Provisional 
I trust to receive from Your Highness the wee ce of the Provisiona 


Regulations, governing the registration 
of trade marks, for another six months. 

In reply I beg to state that Sir Ernest 
Satow informs me that, were your 
Chamber to put before him in writing 
the points which you hold require 
consideration, and give your views on 
each, he would find himself in a better 
position to formulate a request to the 
Chinese Government in the sense in- 
dicated, did it appear to him that 
circumstances warranted him in address- 
ing them again on the subject. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. W. JAMIESON, 
Commercial Attaché. 
W. D. LITTLE, Esq., 
2 Chairman, 
Shanghai General Chamber of 


Commerce, 
F and 


ate General of the United States of America, 


. 


Shanghai, Oct. 7 1904. 


Peking. 


accordance with your telegram of Sept. 27, confirmed 


in your #2607 of Sept. 28th, I hand you herewith letter from J.¥. 


Say tania PY ot 


ae 


a> 


améson Esq., President of the American Association, with enclosure 


the obseure passages. Also those who sent the Regulations hone 


when you sent them to me have not heard from their home people. 


IT am, Sir, 
- Your obedient servant, 


(signed) John Goodnow 


ae 


Consul General. 
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; | Pe Sub-enclosure #1 in | Despateh No./? Z : 


Shanghai, 6th October 1904. 

Hon. John Goodnow, | ) 
Consul General for the United States. 

Sir; : 


Provisional Regulations for the Registration of 


Trade-marks in China. 


Herewith I beg leave to hand you the following mentioned pa- 

pers bearing upon the above subject:- 
7 Copy of letter No. 1438 of date 13th September ‘C4 from the 
Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce to Mr. J.¥.Jameson, H,B.M's 


Commercial Attache; 


fg weg Se NNR: neem 


Gfficial copy of the printed minutes of the Special General 


Meeting of the Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce held the 22nd 
ptember 196 
Certified copy of letter from the Shanghai General Chamber of 
| Commerce to Sir E. Satow, ‘H.B.M.'s Minister at! Peking dated 50th 
September 1904, 
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prompt the foreign merchants of Shanghai to ask for a postponement 
of the date for these provisional Regulations to ;¢ome into force. 
The Committee of this Association approves and is in sympathy 
with the letter addressed by the Shanghai General Chamber of Cor- 
merce to the British Minister; and I am directed to request you to 
forward the accompanying enclosures to H. E. E.H.Conger, American 
Minister at Peking, with the expressed hope that, in the interests 
of American merchants and manufacturers, he exert his influence to 
secure the postponement now asked for. 
T am, Sir, As 
Your” obedient servant, 
(signed) Jas. N. Jameson. 
President 


~ American Association of China. 
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- Sub-enclosure #2 in Despatch No. 1724 


‘No.1438. (copy) — 
Shanghai General ieee of Commerce. 
Shanghai, 17. Sept .1904. 
3 z -W. Jamieson Esq., 
Commercial Attache to H.B.M's ar Sy 
Shanghai. 
Sir, 

With vetereues to your despatches dated 29th ult. and | 8th 
inst., EOE translation of the Provisional Regulations govern-~ 
ing the Registration of Trade-marks in China, and copies of corres- 
pondence concerning Article 20 between Sir Ernest Sat@w and Prince 
Ching, I have the honour to inform you that this Chamber is of o- 
pinion that the date fixed ve the Regulations to come into force 
vizi=- 25rd Getober 1964 does not allow sufficient time for full | 
consideration by merchants of the izportant issues involved. 


ad 


My Committee are strongly of the opinion that it is impera- 


tive thet the introduction of the Regulations be postponed to a 
date six months Lohan than that originally intended and I have the 
honour to request sack ves will inform H.M.'s Minister by tele- 
graph to this effect at the earliest possible moment. 


I may add thet the view of the Chamber is shared by the China 


Association 
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Association, The American Association of China, and The Deutsche 


| Vereinigung. | 
I have the honour to be, 
our Gbedient servant, 
3 (signed) William D. Little 
| Chairman. 
proved 
C. J. Dudgeon | | 
Chairman 


China Association. 


prove 
| C. Brodersen 
GShairman 
Deutsche Vereinigung. 
proved | | 


Jas. N. Jameson 
. Chairman 


- American Association of China. 
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SHANGHAI GEWERAL CHAMBER 


CF COMMERCE. 
30th September 1964. 


To His Excellency 
Sir Ernest Satow, G.C.M.G. ae 
HVB.M's Minister Plenipotentiary 
PEKING. 


Your Excellency, 

‘I have now the honour to lay pefore you in de- 
tail, the views of this Chamber regarding the Provisional Regula- 
tions for the Registration of Trade Marks, which Regulations were 
submitted to the consideration of a Special General Meeting of 
Members on the 22nd inst. A copy of the minutes of that meet- 
ing are enclosed herewith for reference. 

The convening of that Meeting had ite origin in 
the receipt by this Chamber of a communication from Mr. J.W.Jamie- 
son, H.B.M's Commercial Attaché, stating that he had received a 
telegrer from Your Excellency to the effect that, regarding the 
postponement of the coming into force of the Regulations for six 
months, as requested by this Chamber and other Commercial bodies, 
you would find yourself in a petter position to formulate a fresh 
request to the Chinese Government, were you placed in possession 
of the views held by the Chamber of Commerce and other Commercial 
Bodies on the various points requiring, in their opinion, further 
consideration, and should you consider them of sufficient import- 
ance to warrant a re-opening of the question. 

I beg to say by way of preface, that there is 
no feeling of antagonisr anong the mercantile community here on 
the subject of Trade Marks seg ad generally, =- on the contra- 
TY the desire is as strong as ever, to have the provisions of 
jlaus e VIT of the British treaty of 1902 given effect to by an 
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(2). 


‘effective | 
: Gees of registration at a reasonable fee. I would also add, 

| that, in reading the Regulations and criticizing then, this Cham- 

ber has adhered solely to the translation made by Mr. J.W.Jameson 
7a copy of which I have the honour to enclose. 

I think it of importance that this should be 
mentioned, as there are other translations, emanat ing from offi- 

: edat sources wnich differ in some respects from that which has been 
laid before this Chamber, and it is possible that somg of the 
elauses whieh now appear ambiguous, may be capable of explanation 
in this Way. 

The grounds on which the request for a postpone- 
ment is based are, that further consideration is deemed advisable 
on the following points, and that, a many firms and individuals 

. here are acting as Agents for others in Burope, there is not suf- 
ficient time before 23rd Setober for these so situated to consult 


their principals and to receive their instructions. 


THE! REGISTRAR. It is not stated in the Regulations whether this 
official is to be a Chinese or a Foreigner, nor is any provision 
made for appeal against the Registrar's ruling to a higher auth- 


ority - a reconsideration of ruling by the Registrar himself only, 


being referred to in the scale of fees. 

This Chamber respectfully urges the importance 
of the beatobrer being a Foreigner who shall be an expert in the 
matter of trade marks, and the desirability of appeal from the Re- 
gistrar's ruling to the Foreign Ministers at Peking. 

LANGUAGE. The Reculations, as they stand, require that foreign 


applications be accompanied by Chinese translations. This Cham- 


per is of opinion that foreign applications and all foreign cor- 
respondence should be admitted in the English language only, for 
the following reasons:- 


clause VII of 
(a) According to,the British Treaty 1902, 


/N 
the Registration Offices are to be under the Imperial Maritime 

Customs. In all Departments of the Customs, English is the ‘uni- 
: versal 
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(3) 


age for the transaction of business with foreigners, 


and ‘there would appear to be no sufficient reason why an exception 


: should be made in respect of the Registrar's Department - more es- 
pecially as the Staff will be Foreign, and Engkish is the one lan- 
guage common to all the nationalities of which the Customs staff 
is composed. 

(>) The Applicant would be entirely in the hands of his trans- 
lator in making his application and right subsequently find that 
the Registrar would not accept his translation as correctly con- 
veying his intentions at the time of registrat ion. 

(c) The Applicant would be put to considerable expense in the 


matterof translat a * 


While this Chamber would view with 


satisfaction the ‘ebtatilcnent of the Head Office at Shanghai, as 
being the commercial center for Foreign Trade, it is of opinion 
that failing this, it is essential,te avoid delay, that the Shang- 
hai office be empowered to issue Certificates and transact business 
eonnected with Trade Marks generally, subject to veto by the Head 


Office at Peking. 


SCALE OF FEES. It is the unanimous opinion of the members of 


this Chamber that the scale of fees is contrary to the spirit of 
Clause VII of the British Treaty 1902 which stipulates that For- 


eign Trade Marks may be-registered at a reasonable fee. It is 


also defective in omitting to state whdther the fees, as stated, 


are payable for registration in each class, or constitute an in- 


clusive payment for one mark in all classes at the option of the 


>. 


Applicant. | ' 

In this connection, I may state that there axe 
is considerable doubt as to the interpretation of Regulation 11 
and Detailed Rule 21. These two paragraphs appear to impose upon 
-‘Pirms making any change in their partnership arrangements, the ne- 
; cossity of paying Tls 20 per mark for the recording of each such 


change. 
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As the admission and retirement of partners in 


| Mires in China are of such frequent occurence, this regulation 


would faverve a very serious outlay and would, for this reason 
call for a strong protest on the part of this Chamber. 

| On the other hand if this is not the intention 
of the Regulations, an amendment of the wording in order to obvé- 


ate any possible misconception on the point,is held to be import- 


EGISTERED ABROAD AND MARKS THAT HAVE BEEN USED — 
RS PRIOR 70 THE APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION. 


Wevehebions ‘ Re } 21 contain the provisions for the protection 


of established nave: such protection consisting in the fact that 
such marks "cannot be registered" - (I may here note that other 
translations interpret this "will be refused registration") - and 
in the event of infringement, the proprieter has the right to pro- 
ceed against the offender, who (if he be a Chinese) in the case be- 
ing proved will be punished. 

This is the reading of the Regulations by one 
section of the Members of the Chamber, while there is another séc- 


tion to whor. it ignot clear that these three articles contain even 


efficient protection for old marks which are not registered in 
China. 

But assuming that the former interpretation is 
the correct one, it means that the proprietors of old marks must 
keep a constant watch, permanently, in order to see that their 
marks are not being infringed - a contingenc$ that would certainly 
arise otherwise, as the marks not being registered, the Registrear 
would not, at the time of application for registration by another, 
be in possession of the information which would justify hés in re- 
fusing registration. | 


The constant necessity of such vigilance apart 
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o ; ee rm . nt © of examinat ion fe es would become an intolerable 
vurden, but te adopt the alternative of registering all old trade- 
marks © would cost many of the older firms in Shanghai from Tls.16,000 
to 7: 1s. 20,006 under the present seale of fees. 


As it was evidently not the intention of the Bri- 


tish Government when making the Treaty » that merchants should be 

in a worse position than they were before, this Chamber cannot 
doubt thet a more reasonable and less burdensome form of protection 
than the present Regulat ions contain will be insisted on. 

Tn all countries where Trade Marks are protected, 
protection is based on Registration, which appears to this Chamber 
to be the only sound basis, but the cost of registering 260 or 300 
marks under the scale laid down in Regulation 25 is prohibitive, 
and this Chamber ventures to suggest that the difficulty might be 
met by requiring owners of Trade Marks registered abroad, and marks 
which have been used in China for over two years, to deposit such 
marks with the Registrar, accompanied by satisfact ory proof of ti- 
Sie, in order that the Registrar might have in his possession the 
necessary particulars for reference when considering applications. 
Should this suggestion not meet with approval, another way out of 
the difficulty might be found in permitting proprietors of such 
marks to resister the same for the payment of an ofWitial fee of 
say Tls.350, and a further fee of Tl1.1 for every mark so registered. 

Finally, this Chamber is strongly of opinion 
that it is very desirabre that an authorized English translation 
of the Regulations be issued which shall be accepted as the offi- 
cial guide in dealing with all foreign Trade Marks. 

In giving the foregoing details, it has been my 
aim to dwell only on those points which appear to be of fundamene 
tal importance and to pass over minor ambiguities, which one may 
suppose will receive attention be fore the Provisional Regulations 
are nade absolute. | ; 

T have endeavored to show that the clain for an 
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and humble servant, 
signed) WILLIAM D. LITTLE 


Chairman. 


(certified copy). 
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_ usual way, by 
ent = a ver- 


| submitted in Chinese to the various 
tere ) Thereupon Sir E. Satow 
requested Mr. J. ; Jamieson to 
place the provisional regulations be- | 
fore the mercantile community of 
Shanghai and get their views there- 
- Te 

first yiews expressed were 
h regard to the undue haste in 
.Pat i into. force provisional regu-| 
Tations, before the Chamber of Com- 
merce: had had time to get iridepen- 
‘dent expert opinion on the possible 
outcome of adopting any one of the 
clauses This is evidently the main 
woneen why time has been asked for. 
‘The secondary reason is so that time. 
may be given to home producers to 
vennes wcseud individual opinions. 


<r 


do, but the best thing 
. t into his 7 3 


| snoaibetion of only asked for 


te det get 
was to have | 


an ber 29nd d the of 
on an copy 
those submitted nine months ago by. 
ir R He said these |~ 
are so much bet- 
eig soli of view than 
thices of Sir’ Robert Bredon, that he 
could not understand the action of | 


merchants, who should look 
question in a broad adminis- 
nation way rather than in a narrow 

irit, illustrative of the fact. that 

e individual interests of the mo-| 
oak aie a than the common | 
good of the future. 

“ Remember that the present pro- 
‘cobaal regulations aro only provi-. 
sional and have been drafted by the 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce, yet 
they are broader in scope, and capa- 
ble of easier interpretation than 
those emanating from foreign sources, 
under the direction of Sir Robert 
Hart. The Chinese regulations le- 

islate against Chinese only, unless 
‘foreigners desire of themselves to 
come within the scope of the regula- 
‘tions, while Sir Robert Bredon’s re- 
gulations legislate against both for- : 
eigners and Chinese. Yet the 
Shanghai merchants object to regu- 
lations which in.no way affect them 
to their detriment, while on the 


modification of regulations which 
would have tied them as well as the 
“The text is in Chinese and not 
in a foreign language, like most of 
the commercial re tions forced on 
China. There is no foreign text 
which is generally much more clear 
in language than Chinese transla- 
tions. Lhe Chinese, as most foreign 
merchants know take advantage 
of everything conceeded them in 
foreign sab” but will not be 
bound by that text unless it 
suits them. in these regulations 
lons are reversed. the Chinese 
are bound for the first time, and the 


hisctintinaas, ramboaiae As AP rs ip ete 
CRAG. Mer bias it TA alae at mite alae 


Es 


ee 


we pe hom emmorees 
Se dat 


ae may be. : 
3 of the text, 
for the Chinese 
r these regula- 


, “ Pony ‘ 
ERPS ae LHe pa SL el 
ian ah a hus 


dd, only sketching the 
principles the Chinese merchants de- 
sired d to before the government, 


ing Eade ~~ must tend 


cing the. ver thing the 


tes |. £ 


" ; — : ; ’ , . . 7 ~ phoar — ye ee a ee ee ; ) 
a be oy > wists re Ves Ne 4 Me a, ee a2) *, tr af > st a ” ; a : peat Be hig 
, fghtogs means eer oe Nites ia + Bae 2d sr ee Pe ee AgArier gy net < é sh Ue 2 i Se cot ad i , 40 
oe ; we See Sate Taig ES. vs Se SORE 3 aa % RT. Ea PS oft ATK Rea fi ot 
. uaa cy fy *; * 4. 1 eet 2% “a > bs ‘ 4 ) * % y vt ke # 
f 3 rae haba bat B ot Se ah te oa Sat Caw Re Ld 4 » . Nase), ch.’ aia eR NG, ‘ 
| ¥ Logit 7 
: 3 5s 
: 3 ‘ 
: 
hs 3 GN oe ; Ms 
- . 
% 
% é 
, 
‘ 
. . 
> 
; 
eo 
¥ 
- a 
ad 
. ‘ , 
. 
‘ 
. 
- 
: ‘ 
‘ 
¢ 
’ 
+ 
v ) 
wes 
- 
. 
. 
° 
> 
2 ‘ 
‘ 
, 
ra 
2 
- 
: 
; 
7 
. 
: 
, 
vy) 
& ; | 
. . 
< 
& 
a < » , 
‘ . - : 
nay ‘. : phidah Pa nb aE AE Oe FibRy oO’. ‘ 
F Y : ese . al aa i . \e 
5a, ASD ONE > oy ‘ PH We ae 5 fe on Ve igs | 
; a v ar o¥, i Tere eds oe cj a Ane . i at pik 2 a. f see: 4 oy Y : fi nt A: ide : be . 
“ae pats 5 ‘ all pai . 5 RE oe RET TRAE, enh ake Reins ie a SUE RE CeO PEO et ees Ge STO CMS Sa Wee ade A hs Wma 2 nf ei na) 
x ‘ Pica Sib it ie tae ¥ ab: ae : sf at - clan 4 chy Ps Nae ae seek Ve : ey: - i y 4 si feiss Fr 
* iia ai rey ee ety Se: * WY, : eae, if 7 ‘ ‘ arly Ve Se De Mag ey No ai AW) : eS * ‘ i o<% ( pee) + wy an : eal aT. * B 
“aR : soci: hit ie - : Ping oa wy: ad - eon 9 ae Nig oe : ~~ ae ‘ ar ’ Are uy RS 
bo ehts, " Aa Tay 3 Bigel gar , : _ | | | . 
oc Yi 1 a) Sere. ; | | | | | ; 


ie f me 

yas 2 ae evs Lette = ; ws 

z : Si eg ENG Ceuta Sena hy Fs i rae 
4 Rate 7 Ma ta 5 ‘ nity r ‘i ; Fs nhe 

¢ - Site: ” 7 


, 
the main, steps in the right d 
ce and that in Shang- 
ge xa € } 
| 
| 


s a . pass iene —— 
3 ‘ 3 ; its eee eT Shetek) Pe see d : Bibs! eh se aed ‘ fs 
a v “ : py PAG, pe - si See tene,” Nh eae ee . a i’ is be Rote ‘ 
“e saat s i Pay 96 iat KG veh. ; : 
Sp RPE ret \ ¢ by Pei st Sidi 4S. f, : * ; 
atta Se ate y fig ag Me te BS) : ms a Soe ad is | , 
: : ot : . : 
: cites ; . : 
j | aa % 
‘ : | : 
- 
$6 
3 
gem gh 
“ 
é ; 
* | 
ty 
i: 
* 
= 
. 
% 
~s 
d 
‘ 
> 
— 
if 
7 
> 
Yh 
q 
: 
4 
‘ 
4% 
‘has 
| , ae 
a ) 
. 
” 
~ 
. 
: ‘ 
<y 
- 
. 
by 
& 
% 
: , 
* 
> 
‘ 
y ~ 
- 
Wee 3 
- z : 
ae ‘ - 2, 
asa . Gh le Mt 
; f ee es 3 ‘ * - . Beer ‘ Sot frat +, fa aw ate tts toe Re ve bei Pe é ~ 
. —s i : ath oe yo oee Sf Te Mm” 4 iS ral feeaen ge Awe wee Kel Te ee - Fag age <2 ‘ os Et ear 3d ety sid cic eA hs ie Sas 
| | ) | : | . | | | i | — , —_ ' ; OE many Vg é best ny Sips Ey ? 5 hy © 68 hat pss Eee ah rears) ' 
wore ee it we : ae Sa Se vel Ni ey . Bet Di NS rch he Rie a Re ek A ge Pet Tega. Se Sy t = i : i deli Pe sn iat Se Rl a ‘ Tre | Oe 
. ™ : . - : ’ , " 4 x “ * > 


7 at's Seat Oe was Pe eee 
’  & 7 > - 
.* ' | 


- 


oon 4 be 
* 


a 
e 


eats 


n. Its power of 
on the spirit in which 
, not on one or two 


to the most import- 
clauses, what do you 
! thee for 


% 


of marks and open 
‘then there are blocks to 


of course the regula- 
gS A ee 7? “ 


ee 


cee -coepetillroncrege pm 
ne 


1 4 ¢ OF A u 

¥ 7 t Pao - 3 th : 
agar fe: 4 ' : th E ® a 

mv 2 oN ;. Oo 2") sata a 


broad sense. It is an attempt to 


pt ph ‘eed i ai nf within 
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Do you think foreign merchants 
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Ms ©. I. H. Tburg of Messrs. 
ard, Probst & Co., considered that 
| regulations, eminating as they 
did from the Chinese themseives, 
‘augured well for the future of for- 
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Re ed | 


could have drafted a scheme, wh-ch 
in consideration of the peculiar 
conditions pertaining in China, could 
be broader or more elastic in con- 
ception. There were details which 
wanted modification, but what were 
‘details to the broad principie in- 
volved and acknowledged in the 
bigness Not only did he think 
were steps in the 
aah direction, but they actually 
gave them the protection demanded 
by the China Assocation fcr years. 
Ii Mr. Jamieson was right in his 
interpretation of Clause 8-C., there 
ought to be no difficuliy in getting 
‘that interpretation recorded official- 
‘ly. Should no foreigner reg'ster 
chops or “trade marks’’ in China, the 
are still by the 
Chinese being punishable if they 
‘purchase or seil goods with —~ 
. That is a great 
non our Preqargg At ‘the 
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“lew: generally and in detail. He 


said, however, on being questioned 
that the did sot: object to’ be inter- 
viewed but his idea was materially. 
‘the same as that of Mr. Jamieson 
and that it was a wonderful thing’ 
to see such a pi of legislation 
emanate from Chinese. The 


ne ee , ee ve 


were he least hurt by it and in fact 


so far from being hurt derived 
| great benefits from = 


us, He agreed, howorer with 
quired [a ‘uniform and official inter- 
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he oct sther gates Prag As the 
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| perpetrator. These: 


Freypy apt op ecmngdieen Ae 


anese imitation of trade marks 


| and chops, even if merchants did not 


‘register their warious chops, since 


the Chinese would be afraid to bring 
themselves. within the scope of the 
punishments stipulated in the regu- } 


lahiben ‘The Japanese were. the 
peopie we had to dread most wit | 
regard to the infringments, as they 
were such clever forgers and ‘the 
Japanese laws were too lenient with 

to the most glaring imita- 


tions when brought home to the 
regulations made. 
it impossible for the Japanese — to 
get a market for goods with an in- 
fringed chop or mark. 

There was one bad feature which 
he did not like, and that was that 
under present conditions, he was 
afraid tt would be leit to Japanese 
‘to administer the regulations, and 
they wouid interpret these to benefit | 
Japanese, to the detriment of for- 


there should be no elasticity in the 
in the matter of inter- 
pretation, though every elasticity in 
‘the way of broadness of operative 
SCOOPS. 
' Tt was absolutely impossible to 
understand Clause 8-C. when taken 
in ‘conjunction with clauses 1, 9, 10 
and 11 and it was far more difficult 
for the continental European firms 


to understand than the British who 
were much longer trading with 
China. With : to Clause 24, 
he considered the time far too short. 
‘The regulations are all right in 
‘Princip 'e, details are at nt too 

clusive and the one Clause (23) which 
explicit, is most unjust. | 
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New Legation Buildings. 
of Expenditures and Architect's report, with 
contracts made since last report, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
) PEKIN, CHINA. 


i. rs : ) October 15, 1904 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
“Secretary « of State 
Washington, D.C 
sir : 

I have the honor to transmit my regular Quarterly 
Account of expenditures on the new legation buildings 
and a supplemental account to correct an error, as dir- 
ected by the Auditor Timme . 

I enclose a copy of a letter from Mr S.H.Nealy, the 
Architect-in-Charge, which gives an account of the pro- 
gress of the work during the last Quarter, and its pres- 
ent condition. 

It seems to me that the work goes very slow; but 
with the kind of work Mr Nealy is doing and the labor he 
has to do it with,I apprehend it cannot be otherwise. 

The vouchers to be sent you by Mr J W Roberts, Sup- 
erintendant of Public Buildings, San Francisco,are for 
payments which had to be made there, as shown by copies 
of Mr Robert's letters herewith. 

Although an irregular way, it seemed +6 me, best un- 
der the circumstances, If they do not reach ‘the Depart- 
ment soon after the receipt of this dispatch, will you 
not kindly Sone enquiries made of Mr Roberts, and also 
notify me ? oe 

I enclose copies of Contracts entered into since 
last report vin. 

/, SAO LIN for 62000 Ta K‘ai T'iao Bricks 

2. KAO LIN for 54000 Ting Ni Bricks 

% J. Miyai for Artesian Well 

%, Hsieh Tseng Ch'i » Tin & Galvanized Iron Workmen 
‘Hsieh Tseng Ch'i , Iron well Tank 
Yang-Te-Shan, . Plastering 
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I have the honor to be, Sir 


Your obedient Servant 


Enclosures : 


| | , Quarterly Account Expenditures 1G Waele 


wi 2. Copy of Architect's Quarterly Report 


‘ 


/ 3, Copies of letters from Mr Roberts to Mr Conger 
4, Six copies of Contracts 
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5 Supplementary Account expenditures for 
new legation buildings 
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work on new Legation Buildings | 


KKSBLARBECoOK Boones 


Peking October 12th 1904 


A 


American Minister 


SS Ue ee | 
IT have the honor to report herein on the progress made 
on the new American Legation Buildings under my charge, since 


@ SOth, the date of my latest report : 
The four smaller buildings have all received the 


reofetinbers and sheathing, and the Yirst Sedretary'sa house 
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and Chancery have in addition received their final covering 


of terne plate tin. Tinners are now at work on the other reofs 


tr. 
at 


Delay has been caused upon the in Bullding by the 
| glowness cf the Chinese stone-cutters on the large main en- 
trance tympanum stones, but these are now placed, ~ 
The Masonry is up to the Frieze course,and I hope to 
have thie building under complete cover in three weeks. 
Meanwhile the exterior steps are being set and other 
finishing touches given to the Masonry, work of the five main 


puilai » Servants quarters and chair-house 


| On account of great difficulty «experienced in getting 


reasonable bids for further stone-cutting, the Gate-house to 
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ation compound and stables are not yet under way. | 


I hare no doubt but that the present contractor for stone- 


eutting has lost money cn the work and this is generally une 


ratood among the cther stone-cutters of the city, and it 
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necessary to modify our plane fer the Gate- | 


use in order to meet the new conditions 
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an roveh flooring, lathine of ceilings ,and moat of the wall 


‘furring anid lathing on First Secretaryte house 


almost completed in there two pulldings. 


Yarren Miz.Ce.,¢f Chicas 


“money ett te these two. struc :tures. 


and Chancery 
hes been done, stair etringere fitted and the roweh carpentry 
Ali our buildincs 
are ready to receive reef-covering, More bricks were required 
und « centreet Let September 27th te KAOLIN, loweet ef fcur 
bidders for 62,000 TaeK'sai-T'iae Brick « 


$2,000 Ting-¥i © 4417.00 per ™ 


BE15 20 per ¥, and 


Unaer the Varzcli contract for stone for the sain 


gate house there are a fux stones yet to deliver, 


Gelvanizea iron cornices, balustrades,tin roofing, 


feiting, seider, rivets &e Turniched by the contractors, The 


> arrived in Tientein Septecher 2nd, 
I went to Tientein on the Sra ta receive, inespect,snd cheok 
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thie werk, and <8 find 


OF ene hundred packages and crates thirty one wers broken 
open and their contents oo badly scattered that it is sven at 
this date dmpesszibliese tc tell 
TRO Crates of the schedule furnished by contractcrs vere net 
received in saentein at all, I! 
to bad naokineg, The entire 10% of crates were weak and ineuf- 
ficient for even the sk most caref: 1 handling of freight, 

responsible for 


Clearly the contractcre «fs A112 logs, ,and they 


are equally responsible fer the repairs necessary tc mich of 
the Calvanized leon werk, which was meshed cut of all resem- 
blance to the original fora, THIiG Tirm wae warned beth ir 
the specification and by letter, that the meat earet’ 


Wappregiired. 


Another coneignment cf fre'ght, lathing and hair for plate 


ter workyerrived September <9th, Thie material ,1°-0,0°00 lathe 
and 900 ibs geat-hair, bought of J. .Cumpbell, can Fi snecisec, 
eee go217 0, tretent of751.83 t ; pemutrdLa, 
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contract, te “Fapenese | for “boring the artegian 1 ie 


thorized at the Inet seceion of Cobrress, a contract tor Unie 
work van let tc 2. 


yal, Japaness, of this ity, Aug. <¢2nd, 
well to be @ if Teet in diameter te a depth of 35 £t and 3 /2 


inch bore “OG Tt belew this, This ie the maximum capacity of 


> Bama hirery, Work Wiats conmenced Sey tesber ra, and 
September e2th. hud Tesaohed «a depth of Li % FY, wien as per 
eontrect, @ payment of Pour hunared “exiesan dcliars was made, 
A contract for the Welletank 35 ft deep and 5 1/% ft diam, 
with aiiffening ribs reinforced bottom &e of 1/8" ircn was 
awarded the icwest one Chinese, in amount £444 ,Q0 
che pipe or weli casing 306 ft,5* dimm, with ore Cock 
strainer, eee Graured of tne Vriien [ren Yorks, San Francisce 


and sheuld arrive in Peking aoout the 15th instant. 


SINK, pu ~OxLeneicn cocks &e for suppiyine al] claterrs with 


Water tren Artesian weli have been crdered of the Union Iren 
Vorges. 


Sines Jume 00, carpentry werk under Change Fhen ecntract, 
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with saterials Purniened Oy him has cost 1: July, $026,035 
Ausust : 662,02 3 Reptenb yr 2405.45 
Salary oF Interpreter aE ee : wages of watchuen, and 
@eclia day isber hire during the wame time hee cont : 
July 4242.00 


On Heptember Leth, Huieh 
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August 1 §159,00 : September : £124,00 ¢ 
“hinese contractor, cempleted the 
placing in position the etructural Steed and iron frase work 
‘Main pudding, and furnishing ntece)! neous #stecl ana iron 
werk in total amount $312.68 

Pleoing abl Sei¥anized iron work, tin reefing 2c was alac 
awarded this contractor, The work bezun September lst, and haw 
delice. te ang ineluding 
 furnighed by him, 
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All molded cornice or ornamental work to be done at prices 
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to be agread upon hereafter; prices to be based on a 7* X 10" 
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material furnished by contractor, 
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San Francisco, California 


_August 18th 1904 


enclose herewith bill of lading in connection with 


29th ultimo, 


shipment of the Lath and Hair, contract for which was 
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awarded to Mr J.F. Campbell, as per your cablegram of the 


As the steamship company have no agent at Tientsin they 


es city. 


Respectfully, 


(Signed) 


orwarded by you 


to me, in amount $751.63, and by me turned over to their 


J. W. Roberts 
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Office of 
Superintendant of Construction | 
U.S. Post Office,Court House &c 
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: San Francisco, California, mf 
September lst 1904 


Soh qth nail gf AiDBLe I gaye ight AP LE 


Hon. BE. H. Conger, 
Peking | 


Dear Sir -:- ) 


es 


I have to acknowledge receipt this day of your 
letter of July 30th with draft enclosed for $700.00 in connec- 
tion with the Lath and Hair under Contract with Mr John fF, 
Campbell, of this city 

In connection therewith you are advised that 
the Lath and Hair were shipped on the steamer " Doric " the | 
18th ultimo with the understanding that you were to take care 
of the freightage upon the receipt of the material, as stated 
to you in letter of the 18th ultimo 

In view of this arrangement I will thank you | 
183.00 
which is the difference between the amount of Campbell's bid | 


to inform me what disposal you wish me to make of the $ 


and the draft you forwarded me. 


Respectfully | 
(signed) J.W.Roberts | 


n 3 


Superintendant | 


: soon as draft matures will forward Mr Campbell's 


triplicate receipt — = ee | t 
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Office 
Superintendant of Construction : 

. - : _ U.S.Bost-Office, Court-House &c 
San Francisco, California. lee 


ov 


| August 27, 1904 


ery in" 


U.S. Minister, | 
| Pekin, China 


! IT have to acknowledge receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 25th ultimo enclosing draft in amount $9250.00 
ayable to the order of the Wm.H.Warren Mfg. Co, : 

The draft will be forwarded to them immediately 
upon receipt of notice by this office from them that the mat@ 
erials embraced under their $18,500.00 contract have been 
shipped, and they have this day been notified to that effect. 

: Please present my regards to Mr Nealy. 
Very respectfully yours 


(Signed) J.W.Roberts 


Superintendant 
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' AND CONTRACT 


entered into this 27th day of September 1904 


Hon. E.H.Conger, representing the Government of the United State 


_Kao-Lin, Chinese Contractor 


Contractor hereby agrees and contracts to furnish for 


use in the construction of the new Amer 
in the city of Peking, | ‘$s 


Legation Buildings 


62,000 Ta K'ai T'iao Bricks 
of best quality and fully equal to the sample submitted by 
Contractor to the Architect, six broken bricks in each hundred 
bricks delivered being allowed Contractor for breakage in transit 
2 
Upon the part of the Government of the United States it 
is agreed that said KAO-LIN, Contractor, shall receive in pay- 
ment for all such bricks, $13.20 Mexican for each thousand 
bricks, which sum includes all bricks, cartage and stacking. 
3 
It is further agreed by the Government of the United 
States that payments shall be made Contractor for each ten 
thousand bricks after the first delivery of ten thousand ; 
the entire amount due being paid upon completion of last del- 
ivery, and delivery is to be completed within fourteen days 


from date of Contract. a 


( signed _)_ B.H.Conger 


AMERICAN MINISTER 


y Contract to furnish for use in the construction 


» Peking : 


of the new American Legation Buildi 


oe THIRTY FOUR THOUSAND TING- WI BRICKS 


are per thousand : 


Entire amount to be delivered 


within fourteen days after date of Contract 


: Ll bricks are to be whole, sound, and in every re- 


spect in good condition, 


Price given includes bricks, cartage 


and stacking in American compound where directed by Architect. 


KAO LIN 
inese Contractor 


E.H, Conger : 


(sga) 
AMERICAN MINISTER ; 
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entered into this 22nd day of August 1904 


between 


- and 


J. Miyai, KE Japanese Contractor 


Contractor agrees and hereby contracts to furnish all 
labor,machinery, tools, implements, fuel,and all material what- 
soever ( except permanent piping and sheet iron drums ), and 
to sink an Artesian Well in the grounds of the new American 
Legation, to a total depth of 555 feet, namely ; , 

A well 55 feet deep and of sufficient diameter to 
admit a 3 1/2 foot diameter iron drum or reservoir ; 

From the bottom of this bore a well of sufficient 
diameter to admit a 31/2 " inside diameter pipe. 

Contractor is to sink such well through any and all 
material encountered,whether earth, sand, quick-sand, rock, 
or other substance ; 

To place all piping with close and water-tight joints ; 

To place iron reservoir or drum, fitting the well;piping 
thereto and to leave the entire work in a complete, clean 
and serviceable condition, proof against admission of sur- 
face water, and in all respects satisfactory to the Archi~ 
tect in charge. 

Contractor further agrees to begin work within ten days 
after the signing of this contract,and to work continuously 
with a sufficient force to insure the completion of said well 
in three months from date of contract ; 

Upon the part of the Government of the United States it is 
agreed that said J.Miyai,contractor,his heirs or assigns,shall 
+ for such Artesian Well,the sum of eighteen 
0. lars in such sums and at such times as 


. 


M6 


Hon, E.H. Conger, representing the Government of United State 
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When Contractor has reached a depth of one hundred 


feet he shall receive the sum of four hundred Mexican dollarg : 


When two hundred feet depth is reached four hundred Mexican 


. 


- dollars additional shall be paid him, and one thousand Mexi- 


‘ 


 @an dollars shall be paid on completion of the entire work : 


( Signed ) #£=.E H Conger 
| AMERICAN MINISTER 


@ SIGNED ) J MIYAY 
Contractor, ( his seal ) 


at 


, £35 te ’ 


‘ 
ae & .* 


I hereby agree contract to furnish tin and galvan- 


man. All workmen furnished are to be skilled and trained metal 


| workers and each man is to give to the Government of the United 


States 94 hours labor each day. 


ble foreman who is to receive his instruetions from the architect 
in charge, and to see that all workmen give their entire time and 


attention to the work given them during the working hours. At 


no time shall there be less than twenty men, and more when required 


. by the architect. 


Peking Gct.22 1904. 
(signed) Hsieh Tseng-ch'i (chop) 


proved and accepted 


a 


(signed)  .H.Conger 
Minister. 
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Enclosure No.4in Despatch No. /725 


I16- a 


TI hereby agree and contract to furnish for use in the 
artesian well of the new Amer ican Legation compound one iron well 


tank as follows:- | 

Tank to be composed of 1/8 in. wrought iron thoroughly riveted and 
water tight, using 3/8 in. diameter rivets headed both dides. 

Upper end of tank to have a 2in. by 2 in. angle frame riveted to 
tank, angles bored for eight tin. holes. 

Bottom of tank to be made of 1/éin. iron and perfectly water tight. 
In center of bottom is to be fitted on a }in. thick iron plate one 
foot Gin. in diameter thoroughly riveted to bottom, and center to 
be pierced by hole and threaded for a 3in. pipe. ay | 
Six stiffening ribs to be spaced equal distance apart in length of | 


tank, ribs to be 3/16 in. by 2in. metal and closely riveted to bo- 
dy of tank, all in strict accordance with sketch furnished by arch- 


itect. 


All work to be of the best, and satisfactory to the architect in 


charge of U.S.Legation buildings. 


Peking Oct. 2 1904. 
(signed) Hsieh @seng-ch'i (chop) 


proved and accepted | : ; 
(signed) E.H.Conger . 
Minister. 
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| Peking October 10 1904. 


hereby agree ‘wk contraet to do all plastering required in 
‘the buildings of the new American hesatien in this city, furnishing 
all materials at the rate of $5.50 Mex. per 100 sq.ft. two-eoat work 


All plastering to be done in the best manner, leaving wall level 
and smooth and satisfactory to the Arechitect-in-eharge. First 

coat to be one-half ineh thick of lime one part, sand two parts, 
with a sufficient quantity of picked hemp to make the mass cohe~ a 
sive and strong. Second coat lime and picked paper, the paper to 7) 


be of best quality white, as per Sample submitted. All lime to be 
pee lump lime, no air-slacked lime to be used; 
OR 
I further agree to do any or all of the plastering for the bui 
dings specified, furnishing the labor only, aut sine such material 


as may be furnished by the United States Government, and in por- ie 


as ee 
ae fe 


MH ee eee ye eck, 
i Ug OR aal 


tions directed by the Architect, for the sum of $3.00 (three dol® 
lars) Mex.,; per one hundred square feet. 


In both propositions price includes plastering of all clo- 


sets, rooms, stair-soffits, ceilings, and other places designated 
by the Architect, x£axxtuexzum plain work, with rounded corners at 
angles where designated. 
The work to be done as rapidly as the nikidines are ready, 
and with such reasonable number of men as the Architect may request. 
Payments to be made monthly, except that five hundred dol- , 
lars shall be retained to be p4id over on completion of the work. Aa 


: (signed) Yang T a. shan ’ 4 . 


Contractor. 


I accept above propositions 

and agree to make payments as stated. | 
(signed) E.H.Conger a 

American Minister. 
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ae erican mail has reached .New Chwang since July. 
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Deciphered by the Chief Clerk’s Office, October 17, 1904. ; 
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ELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. ; 


a oe ; ' | From PEKING ? 


: October 19, 1904. 
a i: | 4337 @. Ms 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. : : | 3 
L9th. AmericansChina Development Company 
: sited ine to protest against Sheng's withholding bonds 
- saying that full case has been presented Department of ae é 
_ State. i have requested delivery of bonds according to 
es contract ,and protested against prejudicing any American | 
interests. Chinese Government will probably plead transfer : 
ot Company to 3elgians, squandering money by management, | 
glow construction, and other alleged violations of contract. | 
- Bven if Company's contention is right, prompt and emphatic action , 
"whl become necessary. Therefore, having the facts before Fr 
“you, please cable instructions. 
Sos? CONGER. | 
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October 20, 1904. 


Subject: 


Whangpoo Conservancy Scheme. French ope 


position to plan provided by the Protocol, 


likely to accept Viceroy's proposal; status. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 20,1904 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secwetary of State 
Washington, D.C 
sir : : 
_, With reference to the Whang-poo Conservancy Scheme, 
I have already informed you,( see my Wo.1630 of June 8th 
last ), that the French were opposing the organizing of 
the Whangpoo Censervancy Board provided for in the final 
Protocol, 

I have now to report further that in a recent conver~ 
sation with one of his colleagues, the French Minister de- 
clared that his Government was ready to accept the scheme 
proposed by the Nanking Viceroy, for China to furnish the 
Funds and do the work herself; but in no case would it 
agree to a reversion to the plan of the Protocol in case 
of a default, becausel that infringed toe directly upon the 
jurisdiction of the French Settlement at Shanghai, 

This with other information indicates that we are not 
to have executed the Protocol plan, nor likely to secure 
unanimous agreement of the Powers upon any effective plan 
with sufficient guaranty. 

On yesterday the Ministers of the Wai-wu-pu informed 
me that they were still waiting to hear from the new Nan- 
king Viceroy before replying to the suggestions as to 
guaranty for the newly proposed scheme made in my Note of 
August llth to Prince Ch‘ing, copy of which was enclosed 
in my Despatch No 1680 of August 12th last. 

I have the honor to be, Sir 


Your obedient servant 
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4ON OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
_ PEKIN, CHINA. 


—— 
— 


October 20, 1904. y 


. 


Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State | es 


Subject: 
Annual Autumn Imperial Audiences to the 
Diplomatic Corps, etc. on the 15th and 

i7th instant. 
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_LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C 


Sir : 
I have the honor te report that the usual Autumm 


‘Imperial Audiences or “Garden Parties" were given at the 


Summer Palace on the 15th instant for the gentlemen of 


. 


the Diplomatic Corps and military officials, and on the 


— 


17th to their wives and families. 

On each occasion the gueste were received in formal 
Audience by their Imperial Majesties seated upon the throne 
after which @ breakfast was served. A stroll in the gar- 
den was taken and a boatride on the jake was enjoyed, 

: At the ladies’ Audience, their Imperial Majesties 
came down from the throne and talked freely and cordially 
with the guests. 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps being temporarily 
411, it became my duty,as the next in seniority, te take 
the lead at both ceremonies, I enclose copies of the 
vrief remarks made on each occasion. 

The Empress Dowager appeared in her usual good health 
and spirits and the Emperor locked better than at any time 
I have seen him during the last four years. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient sefvant 
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ister on the occasion of the 
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Summer Palace, October 15th 1904 
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: . ae. In the absence of His Excellency the 


Austrian Minister, the distinguished Dean of the Diplomatic 


Corps whose illness is greatly regretted; I have the honor, in 


\ 
. 3 . 


a “4 e « 


i _ 


behalf of my Honorable Colleagues, to heartily thank YOUR IMP- 


ERIAL MAJESTIES for this Audience, and to express their appre- 


eiation of its attendant pleasures amid these beautiful sur-— 


_ 


s 


It is a matter of sincere confratulation that the relations 


« 


of China with all the other Governments are at present most 


| friendly and harmonious; and it is our unanimous wish that they 


may remain permanently thus, and that the blessings of peace 


and prosperity may be the fortune of YOUR IMPERIAL MAJESTIES 


YOUR Country, and YOUR People continually : 
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ef the audience for ladies at the garden-party on Oct.17th 
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our Excellency's bringing here your wife and the wives 


¥ ’ 
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of the other Ministers, and others, is extremely gratifying. 


This being the happy festival of the Ninth of the Ninth Moon, 


we will avail ourselves of the happy occasion to pass the wine 


cup. earnestly wish your Excellency all piness and con- 


tinued good-fortune, and may the ladies have all the piness 


to be desired, and may they attain to an old age as the reward 


of benevolent lives, 
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of the audience at the garden party on October 15th, . 


. It is extremely gratifying to me to receive Your 
Excellency and their Excellencies the other Ministers, an 
others here, and to hear your lauditory speech. 
Just at present the autumn is at its height, the air 
is pleasant, the wind is agreeable, and beneficial to mankind, 


and so I wish Your Excellencies long-continued happiness and 


| prosperity, which I earnestly hope will bring you a life full 


of many blessings. 


nofasgooo eny. mo, yzae 


fatreqml. teH: yd. 


is 


,POOCL .dstl tedet00. mo yitaeqg, ne 


* 


“: KS Aneto: tem 


Se 


pn ov 


: 4 » 
. a pers i A igo 
aus 4 bay &y aah i hand Me 


: IwoY evisoet of em of anivttiery vlemse1txe at $I 


é 
= 7 ‘a 
ye 4 “ + ¥ ble . 
- oc Se ini Se ae th ‘ & - ¥ : i ae #y 
2 ‘ : SP y RP: «y ae 4 Ke ae ‘yi s » 3 r ¥ t - = rr 


oe 


Ba ee 5 neh ioe 


i ny 
oo, ae 


bans ,SistatniM redto edt eelonelloox® tiedt bas yonellso 


§ er vg z y ts 


4 


‘doeeqe yiotibual wwoy wwed of bas .eted arerito 


— 
PL + _. 


| «te ett ,jdated ati ta ef mmutus eft tnener¢ te jasG | 


eA Z . 3 


.batsingm of Latoftened bona ,sidsesetgs st batw edd .tnasselgq al 


eA ED PTE 


* 
‘ ; sc: 
° s . Dad . t 


baa eeextagad beuntinoo-amol astoneliedx® wwo0Y datw I oe bas 


- . ~s 
2 % . 


;: et <4 F : “ ie Ce | 


{fut stil s soy aniud LLiw eqod yléeeniee I dotdw .ytireqeorg 


- ae ; oe 


.engnteeeid ynsm to 


bsp aay ae 
Raye. 


eres 


Red Note from Prince Ch'ing to 

Hoe ben eo an ein Winisters, through the 
Dean, tting the replies 

: | made by her Imperial Majesty on 


eee | the occasions of the Audiences 
on 15 and 17th October 1904 


I have the honor to state that I have reverently received 
- copies of the replies made by Her Imperial Majesty on the oc~ 
casions of the audiences held on the 15th & 17th October, and 
it became my duty therefore, to have copies made and sent to 
Your Excellency for transmission to the various Ministers and 
their wives. 

These copies therefore, I send herewith, and I take the 


occasion to wish Your Excellency the compliments of the day. 


Cards enclosed. 
Ninth Moon, 10th Day. ( October 18th 1904 ) 
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oy : | ade t nger at the ladies' Audience on | 
---- youR' IMPERIAL MAJESTIES : 


: | | | esteem it a great privilege 


: to escort inte this Imperial presence today,the ladies — ) 


of the Diplomatic Corps and their distinguished guests. 
— IT now have the honor of pre- 
| senting them te Your Imperial Majesties. 
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4 made by Mrs Conger at the Audience ,17th October ines = 

| | | | The ladies of the Diplomatic | 
eon and the guests of the foreign Legations in Peking 
gratefully acknowledge the honor conferred by Your Imp=- 
nik Majesties on this pecesien: and express sincere 

: wishes for long life, happiness, and prosperity to Your | 
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October 2lst, 1904 


Conger to the Secretary of State. 


a — Bubject: | 
| Examination of Student Interpreters, report 
rs : of, showing satisfactory progress, 
Oe a ee | -DEC14 1904 


ATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


fo the Honorable 


John Hay, 


; Seceetary of State, 


' 


Washington, D.C | : 


| I have the honor to enclose copy of Mr Williams’ Report 


of recent Examination of the Student-Interpreters who have 


their continued rapid and satisfactory progress. 


2 I am also pleased to report that personal conduct 


ss @m@ character of all of them are beyond criticiam. 


as IT have the honor to be, Sir, 
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Your obedient servan 


rt on Examinations of Student-Interpreters 
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October 15,1904 


ric Gan Nindater 

oF ae Peking, China 

sir : ee = 

I have the honor to report that I have examined the Stud- 

| ent-Interpreters during the past week, 
Mesers .CLowe and Hull were examined in documentary Chinese 
only,as they have been giving special attention to this subject \ 
during the past three months, The translations of both from Rng-| 
lish into Chinese and from Chinese into English were very good, ) 
though Mr Hull comes a little short in the proper use of certain) 
Chinese forma. se ve 

Messrs Pontius and Williams were examined both in Oral and 

written Chinese, Both did very well in the oral examination,and 
T have much pleasure in calling attention to the steady improve- 

ment in Mr Pontius’ pronunciation, Both have been studying docu- 
mentary Chinese but three months. Mr Williams'translations both 
into Chinese and into English were excellent. His notes would 
have been quite Satisfactory for official use, Both students, 
however ,came short in putting English phrases into idiomatic 
Chinese,and in translating certain technical and idiomatic 
obrabie into English, The marks are as follows :- 


Mr Clowe ------98% Mr Hull -------93% 


ad 


uw Pontius, Oral ---97% 
Written---80% 88.5% Average 


Mr Williams, Oral---99% 
Written---85.6% 92.3% Averace 


I have the honor to be, Sir 


Your obedient servant 
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| ASSISTANT 


TES OF AMERICA, 


IN, CHINA. 


October 21, 1904, 


Subject: 
Recommending that Mr. Clarence Clowe be 
assigned to Newchwang as Vice Consul in case of 


_ absence of Consul General Miller on leave. 
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7 LS oo etober 2lst 1904 


To the Honorable : | 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C . 


oe 
Pestyen kay bee 


: Mr Miller informs me that he has requested per- 
mission to go on leave to the United States some time 
in the month of November, 

Should this be granted, I recommend assignment 
to Newehwang of the Student-Interpreter larence Clowe 
as Vice-Consul. 

He is well equipped for the place, this arrang- 
ment would in my judgment be much better than to leave 
an. Englishmen, Mr Bandinel, in charge . 

If the Department agrees with this view, please send 
telegraphic instructions. 

‘I have the honor to be, Sir, 


7 : Your obedient servant, 
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4 ete Sater 


Secretary of State, "ty oe 
Washington. | 
eend . Your instructions by telegraph of 8th 
delivered to Morgan 9th. He replied en route Ichang 


passage engaged German. mail early November. 7 
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Grom Peking, : 
Las ee he October 23, 1904. 
| | Received 9.50 A. M,. | 


of State, 2 a : x 
Washington. ; FOR REL S$. 1904 


Referring to my number 1669, July 26th last, Chinese Gov- 


ernment now proposes, 


of payment; 


Second, that interest on the arrears resulting from pay- 


t 81; ver instead of gold rates up to January lst next 


est at four per cent per annum shall be 


erest and amortization deposited monthly in | 


4 a s before due. : : 
; e propositions are accepted by the Powers, 


* 


rtunate adjustment of the question. 


elegraphic instructions to accept. 
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Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State, 


: Subject: | | 
; Lia Unsatisfactory service of American Mail to 


= ae | Newchwang, : 
Re : (Confirming telegram sent October 17, 1904) 


eel Oe ene ee 


. as 


teh ahi sae 


be 
Ap 


TATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


tober 26th 1904 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
y Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 


Sir : ne, : 
I have the honor to confirm my telegram of October 17th 


as follows : ? 


Peking October 17 1904 
Secstate 
Washington 
Referring to my telegram of July Srd no American 
mail has reached Newchwang since July. 


| onger. 


The persistent attempt: of the Post Office authorities to send 
the mail for Newchwang via Siberia has resulted in serious hard» 
ship to the Americans residing at that place. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHIl 


October 26, 1904. 


Subject: 


eg 
ee. 


Compliance with Department Instruction No, 
834, August 25, 1904; services of Dr. G. 
Douglas Gray, Surgeon to British Legation; 


PAS aE eC Re, * 
* >> ” 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA. 


‘ae oe October 26th 1904 


, 80 the Honorable 
| John Hay, 
' Beoretary of State, 
: Washington, DC 


| Sir : 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Dep- 
artment Instruction No 834 of August 25th, enclosing a 
copy of a letter from the Secretary of War thanking Doctor 
e G. Gray, Surgeon to the British Legation at Peking 
for the valuable assistance which he has rendered without 
remuneration during the illness and absence of the surgeon 
of the American Legation Guard. 
The substance of this letter has been conveyed to 
Dector Gray through the medium of the British Legation, 
and through the same channel an acknowledgment has been 
3 received stating that Dr, Gray appreciates highly the 
thanks of the Department and will at any time in the fu- 
‘ture gladly render any professional service in his power. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


% 
rm 


- 


- 
be 


"= 


om. 


“4 
led Che Ria oe Beh 


SBS ee 


tp ote: 


onto 


+. Roney 4 


ere” 
> il eae 


sigs A oe a 
ms . 


AES 


2 


Bes ei 


ahs aa 
re oo ae 


AALS aap 


Leveny gt 


Fo wel 
Me 4 doi thn 


USP IE ag Papp) 
saa a 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHIN 


October 26, 1904. 


Subject: | | 
Receipt of Department Instruction No. 836 
of September 1, 1904, enclosing copy of 


Japan-Corean Agreement of Aug. 19-22 last. 


ead Oe, 
* 


agen Mean, eA 


on 


pA 


"We. /732 


_— LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. ae 


Octoder 26th 1904 


: To the Honorable eae ; 


4 John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C 


. _ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of De- 
partment Instruction No 836 of September lst, enclosing a 
copy of a note from the Japanese Legation to the Departmen 
transmitting a copy of an agreement between Japan and Corea 
in three articles, concluded at Seoul on the 19th and 22nd 

. @f August 1904 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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October 26, 1904. 


’ . 


Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 
Payment by Chinese Government of Indemnity 
provided for by the Pretocol; terms of, etc, 
Payments to be made on gold basis, rate of exe 
change to be the average daily rate of month of 
yment; certain accrued interest to be care elled; 
interest to be allowed on payments made before due 


(Confirming telegrams of 23rd and 24th instant.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES ase AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


ee October 26th 1904 
To the Honorable 

| Secretary of State, 
| ‘Washington, D.C 


sir ; 

I have the honor to confirm my telegram of the 23rd 
instant and your reply of the 24th, concerning the papment 
by the Chinese Government of the Indemnity provided for in 
the Protocol of September 7 11902, /as follows : , 


Beostate, Washington 

Twent; rd. Referring to my number 1669 July 
26th. ,»Chinese Government now proposes first 
that the rate of exchange hereafter shall be a 
fixed monthly upon the average daily rate in- han 
Stead of taking the rate of the day of p 
Second, that interest on the arrears re ting 
from payments at silver instead of gold rates up 
to January first next shall be cancelled, Third 
that interest at four per cent per annum shall 
be allowed on all interest and amortization dep- 
osited monthly in designated banks before due. 
Period, .If these three propositions are accepted 
by the Powers China promises to pay January first 
next, the accrued @ifference between silver and 
gold payments up to that date, and succeeding 
payments as they fall due, making all at gold 
rates. It appears to me a fortunate adjustment 
of the question. All the ministers expect tele- 
— instructions to accept. Shall I consent ? 
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( Reply } 
Conger, Minister 
‘Peking. 
Your telegram of the 25rd received. You may ac- 
cept Chinese proposal when all other Powers in- / 
terested have scactaaealai acceptance. ‘ 


The Chinese Government has sent a draft of a reply, trans- 
lation herewith enclosed, which it proposes to formally 
transmit to the Ministers signatory of the Joint Note of 
which I enclosed a copy in my despatch Wo 1669 of July 26th 
last, if they will signify beforehand that its terms will 
be accepted. As you will observe, the Chinese Government 


proposes ‘to pay the Indemnity at gold rates, and promptly 


sign and deliver the ‘fractional bonds if the foreign Powers 
azole : _peneeds: three things : 
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First. That the rate of exchange at which payments are 
made shall be determined by the average daily rate for the 
whole month, and not the rate of the sae ay thereof, the 
date on which ‘payment is made : 

‘Second, That the interest on the arrearages which have 
resulted from payments heretofore having been made at sil- 
ver instead of gold rates, shall be written off or cancelle 
Third. Since Interest is due semi-annually and principal 
annually, but is in fact paid over to the banks monthly, 
interest at four per cent per annum shall be allowed the 


Chinese Government on all sums thus paid before si are 
actually due; 

_ The Chinese Government prefer this arrangement to 
the Belgian proposal because they dread the uncertainty 
of the latter. It appears to me to be a very happy solu- 
tion of a difficult and long-discussed question. The rep- 
resentatives here are all pleased with it and believe their 
Governments will instruct them to accept it, 

. As we have alreaty agreed to accept payment in silver 
it cannot affect us much, unless there should be an unex- 
pected and phenomenal rise in silver. But the “allowance 
of the interest on the advance payments is of quite as much 
interest to ue as to other Powers. However when I accept, 
Tt shall heave it understood that in all payments we shall 
expect as advantageous treatment as the other Powers, Which 
Will of course mean that if other Governments are paid at 
gold rates,we must be, and that the arrearaces mentioned 
in proposition 2 shall be paid to us as well as to others, 

ET have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant 
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japan 


oposed reply of 
Chinese Foreign Office to the x 
Representatives of the Powers 

| Le as to the manner of paying the . 

_ ee. Indemnity. 
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A despatch has been received from Your Excellencies 
saying that since China pays the indemnity by monthly in- 
stallments, orders should be given to the bank to reckon 
according to the rate of gold exchange fixed monthly in- 
stead of half yearly. This just proposal of Your Excellen- 


cies is gratefully appreciated and may of course be fol- 
lowed. But it is necessary to state clearly that in reck~ 
oning the rate of gold exchange for any month it is not to 
be taken as that of the day on which the installment is 
paid, but must be the average rate of gold exchange for 
the whole month. For instance the installment to be paid 
on the lst of January should be reckoned by taking the 
rate of gold exchange for each of the thirty one days of 
yey ee January Ls )) ana calculating an average rate for the month. 
2 From the commencement of the payment of the indemnity, 
owing to a difference in the interpretation of the text 
of the Protocol, as mafe by yourselves on the one hand and 
us on the other, there has been a discussion as to whether 
the indemnity is payable in gold or silver and no decision 
has been reached. On this account China has simply made her 
monthly payments according to the amounts in silver men- 
tioned in the Table of Amortization. Now if the payment is 
to be reckoned in gold, the installments already paid over 
will show a shortage when compared with the amounts which 
ought te have been paid,but the deficit is due to the fact 
that the point was under discussion and undecided and not 
to any inexcusable delay,so that the shortages in the pay~ 


‘ments 


tefore made ought to be relieved of interest 


hargen to ) enable China the more easily | to pay them in full 


ft ans 
Pith Bo in Chinese text but should read "December" of course. 
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ording to the Protocol the interest on the inden- 
nity 4s te be paid every six months and the payments on 


the principal once a year. Now China is taking the whole 
amount of the principal and interest due for each year and 
- dividing it into twelve portions, one portion being handed 
over each amxtk month to the bank for receipt and deposit. 
Thus it would be but just that the sums paid in advance of 
due date upon principal and interst, should be reduced sev- 
erally month by month by the amount of the interest which 
would accrue upon them at 4% per annum, co during the 
time for which é@ach is paid in advance. For instance, the 
payment 1 the indemnity made on the first of February is 
one twelfth of the principal and interest due for that year, 
but the portion reckoned as interest is not due until the 
first of July,and as it is now paid in advance should there 
for be reduced by the amount of five months interest. 
The portion reckoned as principal is not due until the lst 
of January of the following year, and being now paid in 
advance,should be reduced by the amount of eleven months 
interest thereon,and so on for each of the monthly payments 
i If all the Powers agree to the procedure set forth in 
the three items given above, China will agree to pay up in 
full at the end of the year 1904 whatever deficits may ap- 
pear in the payments made during the three years beginning 
with 1902 reckoning them at the average monthly rate of 


gold exchange. An And she will further agree, beginning with 
the year. 1905, to clear xhmum off in full at the end of 


each year the amount of the indemnity due for that year, 
paying in monthly installments at the average monthly rate 
of gold cnshanen. Furthermore, after these items have been 
agreed upon, the neha bonds for the indemnity may be 
given and signed. 


at? 6 oO 
y 


z, eee eee | 


‘~mebnt eft mo teers? 


e 


oo: SViscsk. 


it 


—_ 0 asnomyad. ¢ ae 


ante vten »188y% & Gom0 


bas yaey dome. 107 eub reed sie faqtoniizq eft to tnvome 


bebnad gated hectbparg ono ,anottzeq eviews osnt tt gntbivib 


-tleogeb bus tgieces 10% Aned_edt ot dtnom tiume dose 19670 
toO°eomsvha RE Bag Gms SAY PARI HER 
~v6e heoubet ed bloke jdetétat bis Laqtontiq*nd 
Moldw P46 etSFAL ods To stwoms ehs YE AT nOM YI AF 
eqog 3a Fa mead addy” 
“nh Blaq et 4686 dotdw'4o?emts 
‘ood nb" SBSH UE 


at gntiws ,f6.t 


ent .d6nefent oT. 


at yvisuidet Yo jeak 


: ~poy tat 16% eth P8etedat bub’ LAqtSntig' ots 16 AVTLEWF” Gn 
edd Ltdnn eb don et seer SPARE BA bEnGHOSY ROFF10G" oF" FHd 3s 


/ «tens bigdde eotevbs mi HERq Wow ar Ft eB BE 


Af bisq Won gnkbd° bas”, twey ‘gitiWo LL6E Sas “Yo! 
addnom Hévele “Yo s+Atiome eit Vd ‘beodbet 8¢°b Iudie Sofia Vis 


és us 


eo ¢ | 
j See  t BA oe 
"eid Ife 
hy. Hay F 


ni Gu Yq of Stiga Iftw aciad° ovoda Hévig ‘adet? Sbaat* 
“qa (att €Ftofidh Gods sad "HOCL TebY End ro HAS’ BAF FR Lit 


7 afnémted yLdt mom’ edt Y6 “Ase0 4o¥ 'n0° od" phe .t tro 


tt APACE ¢ 68° otiibesdty sat os “Seige “ST8wo 


Btilaatged diese 684s bay SHMvb “endaSinedtad ef? nt sbi 
: to e¢at visitnom ogeteve sat “te “meds yatdows 


| iste gabanhged joetge veitiit 1hiw’ eda 
..%0 bae, edt. ta, Lint.at: Ito 


Penk 


‘* 


& 380% Jans. tot; ovb yitamebat: edd) To. taveme edt bey tobe 


4 


oja1 yiginom, egsrers. edt tacatnemt 
need eved..amest.esed?: xe¢ 


Beh ag ey ee 


eg! 
- 9¢ Yam ystlamebot edd 10% shaod-etatages: 


\ | BS 


¢ + 3 


Awe ty 
—— fie gerd o> 
* 


ui: 
pte 
oe 
7 
¥ 
7 de 
a 
4 
Ee 
2 
* 


ge a 


Pe 
oe 


“eat 
meas fe 


: Li RE Ee . 4 ; / he rai einai: Be ae: 
Me. os pes b he Ag sae + SS 4. a Sek Pe aE at 


ubject: 


' 


HON OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


CHIEF CLERK, 
DEC14 1904 


Department's telegraphic instructions to 


order Consul Morgan to Washington, ree 
ceived and transmitted to him through 
Consul Davidson. 

(Confirming telegrams exchanged) 
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TION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


October 7th 1904 


| : ss Beeretary of State, 
Washington, D. 


I have the honor to confirm your telegram of the 


Sth and mine of the 22nd as follows : 
: | Washington October Sth 1904 


r Morgan to Washington. 


(Reply) 
Peking October 22nd 1904 


hington. 
Twenty~second. Your instructions by telegraph of 8th 


delivered to } gan 9th. He replied enroute Ichang 
e engaged German Mail ee y November. 
| onger 


On the Ninth, not knowing where Mr Morgan was, I instructed 
Davidson, who had informed me that he was taking charge 
in Shanghai on the Eighth, to communicate your order to 
Morgan. He replied next day that he had done so. 

Some days later, hearing nothing from Mr Morgan, and un- 


4 
* 4 


certain whether or not he had been found,I made telegraphic 
enquiry of Mr Goodnow,who I learned was still in charge, 
and received the information which I cabled you on the 


: 2and as 


the fact that Mr Morgan did not promptly comply 
with your r, I am ad that there must have been some 
in ite tranemission from Mr Davidson, though it was : 


te form in which I received it. 
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PEKIN, CHINA, 


* 


October 31, 1904. 


CHIEF CLERK, 
DEC14 1904 - 


| e 
Subject: a 


New Legation Buildings. Furniture for, 


— 


Architect's estimates of cost of, etc. 


Early appropriation very desirable. 
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LEGATION OF THE ‘UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
“PEKIN, CHINA. | 


' 
October Slst 1904 
: fo the Honorable 


, : John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 

Washington, D.C 
Sir ; | 

The prospect now is that our new legation buildings 
will be ready for occupancy some time next summer, I take 
it for granted that because of the large expenditure req- 
uired to properly furnish them,and because of the treqnent 
change of occupants, that the Government will provide the 
principal furniture. Therefore unless they can be furnished 
out of the general appropriation for furnishing public 
buildings or some other existing fund, it will be necessary 
for the 58th Congress to make the requisite provision there 
for. Otherwise if an appropriation awaits the action of 
the 59th Congress, the bhildings cannot be occupied until 
bein summer of 1906. 

Mr Nealy the architect estimates that it will cost, 
including freight from the United States, where all should 


be bought, and expense of installation and fitting here 


For Minister's residence $15,145 irs 
lst Sec.'s * 6,128 vA 
2: St? 
~ @na * " 4,510 
Chinese " * 4,510 3a% 
all 
; Chancery, office bldg. 8,420 ro 
| 207 
Gate House - _200 
Total $38 , 910 


This. includes electric light fixtures,window shades, screens 
and awnings, and furniture, rugs and carpets for each 
building in its intirety, and of a quality in harmony with 
the style and finish of the buildings, and to correspond 
with the furnishings of the other Legations here, which 
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almost universally and most creditably furnish all their 

buildings. a 
Should it be decided that the Government will only 

furnish the more public rooms and the heavier articles 

which should remain permanently in the houses, although the | 

occupants may frequently change, then the total may be 


reduced about one fourth. 


; 


It is aifficult for us at this distance and after so 
long an absence from the market, to make an accurate esti- 
mate of the first cost;besides the freight for so long a 
distance cannot be definitely ascertained on articles so 
bulky and of such uncertain size, at this end of the line. 

However, Mr Nealy will, just as soon as he can,and in 
ample time for the Department to make the purchases, send 
detailed drawings of all the interiors, and specifications 
for each room, so that appropriate and exactly fitted fur- 
nishings can be sent out. Suitable furniture cannot be 
bought in China. 

The houses are now being wired for electric lighting 
and the light can be obtained from a company whose plant 
is located in the Diplomatic Quarter; but the present ap- L 


(aoa Gena 


wate 


propriatien is not sufficient to buy fixtures. 

Substantial shades and awnings are absolutely necess- 
ary, as the architect has not planned the buildings for 
outside window-blinds. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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FeOM PEKING, 2 


ovember 1, 1904. 


| 71230 &. We 


Secretary of State, oe | 


hington. | 


9 


Bearer ste 


First. Your telegram of the 17th October. 


ee 


At the end of August Nichols returned to Tengyueh | 
: from the head waters of Salwen intending to proceed | : 


¥ 


- to India to try the route via Darjeeling. 
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Subject: 


Appointment of Chou Fu as Viceroy at Nanking 


vice Li Hsing Jui, deceased.- Services. 
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4th November 1904 


ss ss Seeretary of State, 
: Washington, D.C. 


r 


instant as follows : : | 


| : Secstate, Washington, 
: First. Chou Fu Governor of Shanttng appointad : 
-Vieeroy at Nanking vice Li Hsing Jui deceas 
Conger. 


J enclose translations of the Imperial Decrees making the 
official changes together with some most interesting notes 
by the translator Mr Williams concerning their character 

| and former service, : 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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erial Edict of Get.31, 1904. 
Se oo i a a 
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is hereby appointed Acting Viceroy of the Two 
at Nanking ). Let him proceed forthwith to his post, 


R ‘ ; ‘ 


and, until his arrival, let Tuan-fang ( Governor of Kiangsu 
at Soochow ) take charge temporarily, and let Hsiaotseng 
{ Provineial Judge of Kiangsu )lock after the duties of the 


Governor of Kiangsu. " 


"Respect This.” a in. 
eeebeseue 
| Imperial Edict of Oct.31, 1964, 


“Hu T!ing-kan is hereby appointed Acting Governor of Shan- Ni 
tung, and, until he assumes charge, Shang Ch'*i-heng (Provin- 
etal Judge of Shantung) will look after the duties of the 
post.” 


"Respect This." 


Imperial Edict of Nov 
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+ 
"The late Acting Viceroy of the Two Kiang and Governor of 


Kiangsi, Li Hsing-jui, wes a man of unwavering integrity, in- 
servuct@ihe and upright, experienced, well-informed and faith- 
ful. After he obtained the degree of Bachelor of Arts, he 7 
secured a post as Private Secretary in the army, and later 


was advanced to the rank of Prefect, from which position he q 
rose step by step to the responsibilities of a provincial 
ruler, holding the posts of Governor of Kiangsi, Governor 


of Ku 


tung, and Vicoroy of the Min-Che provinces (Fukien 


i 


ekiang), in all of which positions he was careful of 


g 
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(Death of Li Heing-jui) 


| eharaeter and made himself an example and a lead- 


er to his subordinates. He was diligent in his attention to 


. 


- Government business and kind to the people, and the Court 
found advantage in relying upon him. This year he was trans- — 
ferred to the post of Viceroy of the Two Kiang, but before 

he had discharged its duties for two months WR suddenly heard 
of his death which has filled US with profound grief. Let 

i Hsing-jui , as an additional mark of OUR favor be honored 


with sueh gifts as are bestowed according to custom upon the 
death of ao Viccrer, and let all demerits recorded against him 
be cancelled. The Yaren eoncerned will investigate and report 
dim a memorial to US to what grant he is entitled. In the mean 
time WE bestow Tls.1,000 toward his funeral expenses to be 
paié out of the Nenking treasury. When his coffin shall be 
carried back to his native place the local officials along 
the route nust cate eharee of it. Let Tuan-fang inquire as to 
the number of the sons and grandsons of the late Acting Vice- 
recy and report to US that a decree may be issued, conferring 


: 


honors upon them. 


‘ 


a 


WE issue this to make known our sincere regard for a faith- 
ful Minister." : 


"Respect This." 


on eeeeeeeees 


Note:- Li Hsing-jui, late Viceroy at Nanking, was a native of 
the province of Hunan, and at the time of his death was be- 
tween seventy and eighty years of age. He was not a literary 
graduate, but had received an honorary degree. He came to the 
front through his services in the army during the T'ai-p'ing 
rebellion, which brought so many a into prominence.. 
In the year 1887 he was sent to Japan as Minister to that 


¢ 


Court, 
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tirement ( perhaps on account of nourning). In April 1895 


Distriet of Chihli and one year later was made Provincial 


tral government in this plan or that he lacked tact in dealing : 


‘put in his place, as one, who though reputed to be conserva- 


Geant. but peburned: re chine the same year and went abe: re- 


we find him assigned | to duty as Tact'ai at Tientsin, and 
in August of the sane year transferred to the circuit at Chefoo 
In March 1896 he became Salt Commissioner of the Ch*ang-1lu 


Judge of Fukien, from whieh post he was promoted in January 
1899 to. be Provineial Treasurer of the same province. In Sept. 
of the same y car he was transferred to the provincial treas- 
ury of Kiangsi. In 1966 he became Governor of Kiangsi, and 

in April 1963 Viceroy of the Min-Che provinces (Fukien and 
Chekiang). Gn August 36th. 1904 he was transferred to the 
most responsible post outside of Peking, that is the Viceroy- 
ship of the Two Kiang, which earries with it the title and 
duties of Superintendent of Trade for Southern China. He is 
called "Acting Viceroy", as his successor is also, but this 
is usual upon the first assumption of a responsible post,and 
he would no doubt have received the substantive appointment 
very shortly, had he not been suddenly cut down. He died on 
Sunday, Getober 31, 1964, and before he had had time to ac- 
quaint himself with the important questions demanding his at- 
tention. Prominent among these is that of the improvement of 
the Whangpoo River at manera This subject, whieh has now 
peen pending for several yer rs, seemed in a fair way of settle- 
ment when the Chinese Government proposed a plan to be sub- 
stituted for that of the Protocol, to whieh some objections 
had been made. But it appears that the former Viceroy at Nan- 
king, Wei Kuang-tao, eould not be induced to support the cen- 


with the foreign interests at Shanghai, and Li Hsing-jui was 


0 ‘ant as his predecessor of 


tive , was nevertheless not so. 


foreign 
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(Death of Li Hsing-jui) 


foreign affairs. His sudden death, however, will now make nec- 
essary a further delay in dealing with the matter. 

Chou Fu, who succeeds to the position of Acting Viceroy at 
Nanking, is a native of the province of Anhui, and, if he shall 
be given the substantive appointment later, will be the first 
man from any province other than Hunan to hold this office 
since the T'ai-p'ing Rebellion. The Viceroyalty is the only 
one in the Empire which comprises three provinces, Kiangsu, 
Kiangsi, and Anhui, though it is called the "Two Kiang" be- 
eause of a former division of the territory into the Kiang- 
nan and Kiang-pei, i.e. "South of the River" and"North of the 
River", (Yangtze Kiang). The appointment is the more remarka- 


ble, as Chou FW is a native of Anhui, one of the provinces in 


his jurisdiction, 8 violation of the old rule that an offi- 


cial must not serve in his own province. Li Hung-chang, who 


was also an Anhui man, held the post for a brief time as Act- 


ing Viceroy, but never obtained the substantive appointment, 


and it may be in this instance also that Chou Fu will be kept 


in the position long enough only to settle some important 
ontetandine questions duveivins foreign interests. 

The new incumbent is well known to the foreigners who were 
in Peking during the negotiations that followed the "Boxer" 
outbreak, as he was at that time brought from Szechuen to be 
Provincial beusaurer of Chihli, and was + sentent adviser of 
the Chinese Plenipotentiaries during the negotiations, He is 
an andabdle old gentleman of progressive sympathies, probably 
past seventy years of age. He has been called garrulous by 
some, but he is tactful in dealing with the foreigner, and 
from the view-point of Western interésts, his appointment 


may be considered a good one, After the settlement of the 


Boxer" troubles he was sent to Shantung to succeed Yflan Shih- 
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(Doatn of 14 Roing-sut) 
til now much to the satisfaction of all concerned. It’ is a 


most unusval proceeding to send a man from his first post as 


trans ferred from his first post as Governor to this high po- 


who have already acquired experience in other viceroyships, 


a 


k'ai as Governor of that province, and has remained there un- 


¢ 


’ _ 
- 


Governor to that of the chief Viceroy. The Viceroy of Chihli 
is indeed regarded as out-ranking him of Nanking, because 
he holds the Metropolitan Province, and Yflan Shih-k'ai was 


sition, but. the post at Nanking is the more important to trade 
interests and a more difficult one owing to the turbulence of 
the population in many distriets and the wide-spread ramifi- 

eations of the secret society, known as the "Ko Lao Hui". Yor 


these reasons the post has heretofore been reserved for men 


and, as noted above, for many years past nen of Hunanese ori- 
gin only, sinee they have been held necessary to keep the se- 
eret soeieties quiet. 

Hu T' ing-kan, who sueceeds to the post of Governor of Shan- 
tung, is but little known. He is a native of Shensi, and ap- 
parently quite young, as he took his Metropolitan Degree in 
1892. He was Provineial Judge of Hunan in 1899, and was made 


Treasurer of Shantung in 19606. 
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Mr, Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subj ect: 
Trademark Regulat ions put in force on Ocwber 24, 
in spite of strong protests from German, French 


and British Ministers. Present status. 


Confirming telegram of October 22, las 


- LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 5, 1904, 


To the Hono 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


eC, 


Sir: 
I have the honor to confirm my telegram of the 22nd 
ultimo, as follows: 


Secstate, Washington. | 
regulations will be put in force 


- tomorrow, 
(Signed) Conger. 

In addition te the earnest efforts of the German and 
Prench Ministers, the British Minister, under instructions 
from his Government, also made a strong appeal for post- 
ponement; and, on October 22nd, the Wai Wu-pu informed 
the German Minister that the regulations would be post- 
poned for six monthsy but evidently there was some mis- 
understanding between the Foreign Office and the Board 
of Commerce which has control of this matter, since no 


- 


order for postponement has been issued; hence the receiv- 


ing offices were opened on October 24th in accordance with 
the published orders and the receipt and filing of trade- 


> 


in earnest. 
fhe German Minister, on the strength of the promise 
made to him by the Wei Wu-pu, telegraphed his Government 
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and his consuls that the regulations would be postponed 


and, naturally, was greatly surprised and very indignant 
when he found that they had not been, Therefore he, the 
French, Austrian, Italian and British Ministers have 

again insisted upon postponement, and I am creditably in- 


formed that some sort of arrangement is likely to be made 


‘by the Board of Commerce which will suspend registration 


for a time,in which,propositions for amending existing 


regulations May be considered. However, I will keep the 


Department advised. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient 
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states of america, DIPLOMATIC BUREAU, 


: 


Bilas i athe —s 


DEPT OF STATE 


«_— §$ubjects 


Whereabouts and movements of Francis H. 


Nichols, of the American Geographical Society. 


(Confirming telegrams exchanged) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
ae PEKIN, CHINA. : 


No. /73%, ee 
November 5, 1904. 


To the Honorable, 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: | 
I have the honor to confirm your telegram of the 17, 
ultimo, and my reply of Yoveaber ist, ue £0 0we: 
Conger, Minister, Peking. 

Seventeenth. Your 1677, Give substance of further 
report of Magistrate of Li Chiang Fu regarding Nichols. 
(period) If no report ascertain what became of Nichols 
after his illness. Cabke reply. 

(signed) Adee. 
Secstat¢, Washington. 

First. Your telegram of the 17th of October, At 
the end of August Nichols returned to Tengyueh from the 
headwaters of Salwen intending to proceed to India to try 
the route via Darjeeling. 

: (Signed) Conger. 

No further report has been received from the Magis- 
‘trate Li. I have now been able to learn from the In- 
perial Maritime Customs, which has a Commissioner stationed 
at Tengyueh, and through the British Legation from their 
Consul stationed there, that after Mr. Nichols’ illness, 
he went north west into Tibet and stayed for sometime at 
a lamassry in Chematong on the head watérs of the Salween 
River, in latitude about 28 north, which no foreigner had 


_ before 


, » 


; before visited. Being unable to proceed further in 


t d@rection he returned sometime in August to Tungyueh, 
and on September 6th started via Bahmo and Calcutta for 

jeeling. We received the exact date of his departure — 
from my Britiah Collescu who at my request very kindly 
telegraphed to his Consul at Tungyueh. 

| | enclose copy of Sir Robert Hart's letter. The pro- 
bability is that Mr. Nichols has before this communicated 
with his home people from Calcutta. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Sir Robert Hart to Mr. Coolidge, dated October 
26, 1904. 
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Enclosure in Despatch No/7?3% 


OCTOBER 26th 


mid 4 \ : os ” 


Dear Mr Coolidge : 
‘his is what I hear from Teng-yweh, near the Burmah 
fromtier opposite Bhamo in the province of Yunnan : 


= " Towards the end of the month ( August ) Mr Nichols of 


ome eet eR 


of the $alween, where he had spent several months in an endeavor 


to reach Lihasa". 


Also : " Nichols has just been staying with me for a : 


week to recover from his journey. He got as far as Chematang, 


further into Tibet than Henri d'Grleans, and lived a while at the 


monastery there. He went over some new ground at the head of the 


Salween, and there fore is not as disappointed at not getting to 


Lihasa as he expected to be. He is going to try the other way now 


MN 
via Darjeeling. The writer is Mr Napier who is in eharge of the 
Customs at Te&Agyueh. Yours truly 
: Robert Hart | 
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Subj ect: : 
Compliance with Ci r Instruction of July, 
- 20, entitled "Tidal Data". 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 5, 1904. 


To the Honorable, 
) 


ecretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
. have honer to acknowledge receipt of the De- 
partment Circular of July 20, entitled "Tidal Data", and 
to report that, in accordance with the directions there-~- 


in, I have this day forwarded to the "Superintendent, Uni- 
ted States Coast and Geodetic Survey, Washington, D. C.", 
a communication supplying such data as it is possible to 
obtain here. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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\TION OF TH 


November 7, 1904. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: 
New Legation buildings. Advice of draft for 
$4,000, Enclosing certificate of negotiation. 


sat Soto) 
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IN, CHINA, — 
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Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. CS. 


I have the honor to report that I have this day drawn 
on you, account of new Legation buildings, for $4,000.00 
and sold the same to the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation of this sity. An account of the expendi- 
ture of the proceeds, with vouchers, will be furnished 
at the end of the quarter. I enclose the certificate 


of the Bank showing the amount paid for the draft. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
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November 8, 1904. 


« 


. Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject; 


Murder of Chinese compradore of the S.S. Kansuh. 


> 


Recommending that an indemnity be paid to the 


Chinese Government on account of. 
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_ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Boe! Pad AEM EEO, «08.9 5 


r 8, 1904, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 


OR RELS. 1905. 


Consul General Cheshire has sent you a full accoun 
of the murder of the third Compradore (Chinese) of the 


ae ,. 


8. 8, Kaneuh” by being thrown into the canal by persons 
wearing the uniform of the United States sailors, 
the decision of the formal court of inquiry into the 


facts thereof. 


Lge PBA 


SS 


It does not seem to me necessary to send from this 
gation another copy of the voluminous proceedings, but 
I enclose herewith copies of my correspondence with the 
Wai Wu Pu concerning the case. 
It is true that the evidence is not absolutely con- 
clusive as to the guilt of the American sailors but, 
my judgment, it is circumstantially sufficient to have 
convinced the average jury, and I therefore share 
opinion of the court of inquiry that, if possible, 
 Peaponadle indemnity should be paid to the Chinese Govern- 
ment for the benefit of the family of the deceased, 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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Despatch from H.I.H. Prince of Ch’ ing, 
President of Board of Foreign Affairs 
to Hon. B. H. Conger, U. S&S. Minister, in re 
Alleged Murder by American Sailors of 

Compradore of the 5.8, "Kansuh", at Canton. 


SS Serres ss SaaS S SS SSeS SSS SSS SSS sSs SSeS sss SSSSSa 
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I have the honor to inform Your Excellency -that I recently 
-  peceived a telegram from the Viceroy of the Two Kuang, saying: - 
sale "On the 17th. of the Bighth Moon (Sept. 26th,) towards eve- 
ning several sailors from an American war vessel within the 
British settlement of Shameen at Canton seized the Compradore 
of the 8.8. "Kansuh", named Ho Ts'ai-yen, and without just 
provocation threw him into the water where he drowned. The 
police of the British eettionest at once recovered the corpse, 
and orders were issued to the District Magistrate of Nan-hai 
to proceed to make an investigation, The foreign sailors who 
made the row were pursued at the time but were not dens. I 
have already appointed Deputies to consult with the American 
Consul General who has consented to detain the war vessel for 
a time and has fixed a date for a joint investigation," 
Touteréay-I received another telegram, saying:- 
"T have received a report from the Deputies and the Pre- 
fectural and District Magistrates, who met with the American 
Consul General and summoned Chinese and foreign witnesses, 
and made a careful and thorough investigation. ~The testimony | 
of all was reliable and agreed together in pointing te American : 
Sailors as the guilty parties, but as yet no one has been able 
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laid 1 hola of in searching for them, They have 
now y agreed with the. American Consul General upon six articles, 
a in purport. of which is that the said Consul General shall 


‘report to the American Minister at Peking, requesting him to 


inform the American Government and ask for a satisfactory appro- 


priation as indemnity for the family of Ho Ts'ai-yen, and that 
furthermore steps will be taken to discover the real murderers, 
and that hereafter, no matter when, once the real murderers 
shall have been discovered, and evidence obtained that they are 
really the guilty parties, they shall be tried and punished ac-~- 
cording to American law, It becomes my duty therefore to re- 
quest that you will inform the American Minister at Peking and 
ask him to request the American Government to make a generous 
appropriation as indemnity, and promptly search for the murder- 
ers and bring them to trial in accordance with the agreement 
made," oe 

I find as to this case that Ho Ts'ai-yen, the Compradore 
of the steamship, was thrown into the water by sailors from an 
American war vessel and was drowned. The Deputies of the Vice- 
roy concérned have already ‘made a joint investigation with the 
American Consul General and come to an agreement that compensa-~ 


tion ought to be made to the. family of Ho Ts'ai-yen, and the 


real murderers sought for, arrested, tried and punished to sat- 


isfy popular feeling. It becomes my duty therefore to send this 


despatch to Your Excellency for your examination and to request 
that you will communicate its contents to your honorable Gov- 
ernment, and ask that a generous compensation be paid, and that 
the real murderers be promptly sought for and punished accord- 


ing 
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A Necessary Despatch. 
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Kuangshf XXX Year, Ninth Moon, 22d. Day. (Oct.30th,1904) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Nov. 3d. 1904, 


Your Imperial Highness: - 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 30th, 
ult. of a despatch from Your Taperial Highness, informing me 
that on the evening of Sept. 26th. ‘several sailors from an 
. American man-of-war at Canton had without provocation attacked 
the Compradore of the 8.8. "Kansuh" and thrown him into the 
water where he was drowned; that a joint investigation of the 
affair had been held by deputies, appointed by the Viceroy, in 
conjunction with the American Consul General, and that they had 
agreed together that the Consul General should report to the 
American Minister at Peking and request nim to ask for indem- 
nity for the family of the murdered man to be paid by the Ameri~ 
ean Government, and to have further efforts made to discover 
and punish the guilty parties. eae 

Your Imperial Highness, also, upon your own part asks that 
I will request my Government to make a generous appropriation 
by way of compensation to the family of Ho Ts'ai-yen, the mur - 
dered man. : 

In reply I have the honor to state that v have received a 
report of the occurrence from the American Consul General at 
Canton and that he has been instructed to continue to make dili- 
gent effort to discover the guilty parties and bring them to jus- 
tice. y ship at once communicate the contents of Your Imperial 
Highness' despatch to my ducnenet and recemment that compensa~ 

tion 
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y of the murdered man, but I 


; 


our Highness’ attention to the fact that my Government may 
consider that 


ers were American sailors to justify an appropriation for the 


. 


evidence sufficiently proves that the murder- 


urpose mentioned, | | 


I improve the opportunity to renew to Your Imperial High- 


ness the assurance of my highest consideration. ee 
(Signed) E, H. Conger, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States. 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 


4 


President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Public land institutions in China. JGonm- 


pliance with Circular instruction of September 


20, 1904. 


of State, 


es Washington, D.C, 


ir:- Z have the honor to reply to your cirevlar of September 26 


© the public land institutions of China, The cirevlar 


relating ' 


’ 


vast tracts in the dependencies of Mongolia and Manchuria, but no 


_ published reports respecting its administration are available, 
There are references to the subject in various works on China, 


among them Williams’ "Middle Kingdon®, vol.,ii, chap.xv. and quite 


an exhaustive report upon the subject of land tenure in the Jour- 


es 


xxiii, pp. 59 - 143. Many edicts and reports relating to the mat- 


er have been published in past years in the Peking Gazette, but 


it will require considerable time to go through the back volumes, 


“ . gree 


nal of the Ghina Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society for 1888, vol. 


ee en 
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Poking Racaie: bert .i, 1877, 
fhe Military Lieutenant Governor at Ch'ahar reports the re- 


‘ ee sult of an enquiry held aceording to regulation into the nur- 

| bers of the droves and herds upon the Tnperial Pasture Grounds 
in Inner Mongolia. The report of the offielals deputed for 
this purpose is to the following effect:-"At Shang-tu, Tap- 
sun Nor, and Ta-1i-kang-ai, there are 215 droves of mares 

and geldings, besides 7 droves of breeding animals, to the 

number in all of 59,€03 head of horses, great and small. 

There are likewise 2,136 mu-ch*ing horses, and 567 derived 
from contributions to the service of the Government. Gf camels 
there are 57 droves, consisting of geldings and she-canels 
to the number of 6,826 he=d in all. Under the Department of 


the Imperial Stud there are 114 droves cf horses, including 
mares and geldings, and five droves of breeding animals, to 
the number in all of 46,636, together with 326 and 261 re- 
spectively under the two smaller categories mentioned above. 
 -6f oxen belonging to the Phree Banners there are 40 herds, num 
bering 12,1355 head, and of sheep belonging to the same de- 
partment there are 235,971 in all, distributed in 220 flocks 
in the fa-1i-kang-a! region, An.ong these are included the 
Lien-ko-t4 and Badakhshan sheep, All the animals above refer- 
red to «cre certified 2s being forth-eoming in full numbers 
according to the lists submitted.® (franslation of the "North 
China Herald, Shanghai"), 
Peking Gazette, Avg.15th.1877, 
"Li Hung-chang, Governor General of Chihli, memorializes at 
great length with reference to certain allegations submitted 
to him for enquiry respecting a tract of land in the Bepart- 
ment of Pa-chou, the produce of which was appropriated by 
an arrangement,made about a century and a half ago,towerd the 


supply of rations for. the guards of the Western Imperial 


Mausolea, The Superintendents had memorialized, on the 


strength 


Hn. 


if 
' 


‘(@uriie Lands in China) 


strength of a petition lodged with them by sundry individuals 
named, complaining of long-standing malpractices on the part 
of the Pa-chou magistracy, which they represented was in the 
habit of withholding the grain suppjy due from the land in 
question under pretext cf its having been laid waste by in- 
eursions of the river - whereas, accerding to the statement 
nade, ry subsequent change in the course of the river, which 
had at one time invaded the tract, had agein restored its 
ereduetivensse. The result of the enquiry goes to show that — 
the tract of land in question originally measured 5,767 nou 
(961 acres), lying in proximity to seven villages of the Pa 
chou Department, with respect to which it was arranged in 


A.D.1733 that it should be leased to cultivators on the uét- 
Byer system, the farmer retaining 6/16 of the produce and de- 
livering s/o to the Government through a special.officer ap- 
pointed to manage the matter. The rice after being husked was 
to be forwarded to the granary at I-ehou for issue to the 
troops of the Mausoleum Guards, In 1831 the administration of 
the lands wes placed, in obedience to a decree, in the hands 
of the Magistrate of the Department; and the com;laints that 
have now been brought forward are declared to be groundiess; 
{it being shown that the produce of the land, so far as any 
has been obtained, has been remitted to the proper quarter, 

. githough not distinguished from the bulk of other grain ap- 
pertaining to the southern rice tribute, which was sent for- 
ward by the same authority, The petitioners are declared to 
have cone forward with the design of supplanting the present 
lessees of the land; and orders have been given for their ap- 
prehension,”® (Translation of North Chine Herald) 

Peking Gazette of Nov,24, 1877. 


*A decree based upon a memorial from the Censor, Kuo Ts'*ung- 


chf, who has urged that measures be taken by the various pro- 


vineial governments to provide for the wants of the famine 


‘efugees who may migrate into their respective Jurisdictions, 


and 


and also that the lands now lying waste to a great extent in 
the provinces of Kansuh and Anhui be utilized for the relief 
of these sufferers, Me reccumends that allotments be made 
next spring of these waste lands, the occupants be ing provid- 
ed with seed grain and farming implements and be allowed a 
period of five years before the land is advanced to the tax- 
pay ing status, The high authorities of the provinces ¢concern- 
ed are called upon to consider the proposals in question.® 
(Translation of North China Herald.) 
Peking Gazette of Sept.18, 1877, 
Ch*ung-hou, Acting Military Governor of Moukden, nemorial- 
: izes with reference to the arrangenents made in connection 
with the introduction of organized forms of government in 
the region, hitherto cccupied by an immigrant population of 
squatters, beyond the eastern frontier (i.e. eastern part of 
Manchur ta), The propositions he and his colleagues had sub- 
uitted, having been reported upon by the Boards, and approved 
by faerie Rescript, he has now to represent that, following 
upon the suppression of brigandage in the Tung-kou region 
{valiey of the Yalu) by the operations of 1875, the Miaoc-erh- 
kou and P*ung-kou regions have been successively brought vn- 
der control, the immigrant population turning themselves to 
the quarter whenee renovation proceeds (i.e.subnitting to the 
Imperial sway); and the measurement of the lands cecupied by 
them beyond the frontier was proceeded with, in accordance 
with the celestial bounty which had sanctioned their adnis- 
sion to the focting of tax-paying property. Proceeding upon 
the principle leid down some years ago by the late Acting Mil- 
itary Governor, Ps*ung-shih, that the expenses cf the fron- 
tier adzinistration should be defrayed from the revenue there 
produced, s commission ecnsisting of the Pact*ai, Ch*en Pen- 
ehih, Adu inistrator of Frontier Affairs, e Prefect, and an- 
other offteer, was directed to employ a staff of delegates 
™» dante, and » naning the arrangements for the 
> y levy 
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levy of duties upon tinder ete. fhe report of this Commission | 
is now to the effect that the area of land beyond the border 
line already admitted at ver ious times to the tax register 
amounted to 1,803,660 nou {say 306,006 acres); and that the 
newly measured land, emounting to 1,296,666 mou, is to pay 

tax at the rate of 2 candareens per pou (i.e.2 tae! cents) 
under the head of the land tex proper, with one eandareen in 
addition as waste end meltage allowance, per annum, At the 
outset furthermore a deposit of one tiao, loca: currency ,per 
nou { 1,e,one string of cash, varying in quantity and valve; 
at Vewchwang = about twenty cents Mexican)is to be paid, and 
a title is thereupon to be delivered to the cecupant o? the 
land. The anount of the deposit money whieh should have been 
paid last year, forming a total of 296,606 tiao and nore, has 
been allowed to stand over till after the present autumn har- 


vest, in consideration of last year's scarcity. As regards the 


land admitted to the tax register within the last few years 
upon which no deposit was ecllected, amcunting to nore than 
505,008 nou, it is solicited that this charge may be foregone 
put it is proposed that the land tax be made uniform through- 
cut upon the basis given AbOVO > The revenue fron the cone 
eandareen per mou, eclieeted as a supplezentary charge, it 
is proposed to appropriate — the expense of loeal adzin- 
istration, leaving the sum “of T1s,36,600 and more, yielded 
by the regular tax (2 candareens per mou as above stated), 
Ap regards duties upon timber, reed beds, nountain produce, 
‘ food-stuffs, weighing dues, iron pan casting dues, ete. it 
is fcund that no definite estizate can be made at present, 


and it is proposed that these should be left to be ecllected 


and paid in as they acerve, until experience shall enable a 
fixed annual amount to be prescribed for eclleetion, As re- 
gards the question of administrative control, although the 
Boards have already sancticned the establishment of four new 
districts 
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w der the names of Antung, K*uantien, Huaijen, 
al bee 4t will still be necessary, in view of the 
great extent of the ecuntry to be governed, to have an ad- 
ditional number of funetionaries at points ecmparatively re- 
mote from the district eontres, for the purposes of police 
ecntrol, The military forces distributed throughout the re- 
gion are placed under the ¢ontro] indiscriminately of the 
Military Deputy Lieutenant @overnor at Hsingking and of the 
Tact*ail administer ing Frontier Affairs, both of whom are in 
the position of Lievtenants of the Military Governor, The Tao- 
t°ai, whose headquarters are at Penghuangch*eng - the Korean 
Gate - will be necessarily often absent from his post on tours 
of inspection, and it is proposed therefore that judieial 
powers be conferred, for exercise during his absence,upon del- 
egates whom he may appoint to hear the cases remitted to his 
tribunal by the Subd-prefect of Hsingking or the Independent 
Sud-prefect of Fenghuang Ting, It is estimated that the ccst 
of building the city walis, official yamens, eantcnments, etc. | 
whieh will be required under the sy ster now about to be in- 
troduced, will amount to 71s,1560,666 and more; and, as the 
revenue derived from frontier sources is not yet adequate to 
this requirement, it is pro:osed that the amount which is 
needed should be made up from the collections of the ensuing 
autumn and spring. Detailed statements relating to all these 
proposals eré appended," * 

Rescript: “Let the Boards eoncerned consider and report to US. 


(Translation of 4.C.Meraid, with slight corrections and 
explanations by F,.%,) 


Peking Gazette, same date. 
“A further merncrial from the same quarter with reference to 


a large tract of land heretofore marked off and required to 


_be left uninhabited owing to reasons connected with feng- 
shui, on the border of the Imperial Hunting Reserve on the 
Eastern Frontier (Manchuria), This tract has been Oceupied by 


squatters 


. “ Bet ae 
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t, spiasihatnties the prohibition 
whieh it ‘_ deen sought to enforee, and the habitual loving- 
kindness of the Imperial disposition is now appealed to for 
sanction to the admission of these cultivators to the tax- 


paying register as in other cases." Re ferred by Reseript for 


the consideration of the Board of Revenue. (%.C.Merald.) 

It will be seen from the above that the opening of pub- 
lie lends to settlenent is generally forced by squatter oc- 
ecupation, and that, orice the lands are allowed to be entered, 
the settlers are ised to use ther ess of taxes for about 
five years,*The Code of the present Dynasty provides ~KXIV 
Year of Taokvang (1844)- in reply to ea memorial submitted by 
a Censor, that the provineial ieee tiles should make care- 
ful investigation and report the anount of publie land in 
their jurisdictions, and whether or not purchasers could be 
found. Tn ease purchasers eculd be rece the authorities 
were to eonsult together and fix the price and turn all re- 
eeipts over to the Treasury of the Board of Revenue. They 
were also to report the quantity of grain purchased fron the 
settlers for the Government each year. In case purchasers 
should not come forward the lends were to be turned over to 


agents for sale on commission, and after the usual pericd of 


* Pive ears is the er 10d mentioned in the quotation made 
above (Nov.24th.1877}, but this was a special favor; the vs- 
val period is three yearss 
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grace. the eustozary fee was to be paid, the land entered on 
the tax list and title deeds issued, It will be noted from 
one of the quotations made that some covernment land is leas- 
e on shares. T have not been able to obtain any statistics 
as to the amount of such holdings. Large tracts are kept as 
game preserves, end, as may be seen from the first extract 
above, much is used as pasture grounds for the Imperial 


flocks and herds,.The lands in Mongolia are distributed among 


: 
. 


numerous petty princes, but these priness do not have the 
right, as many hive supposed, to alienate their lands. In 
1898 or 1899 efforts were made to open bene of the most fer- 
tile tracts in Mongolia to settlement, and a Commissioner, 
bile, was appointed to draft a scheme. The troubles of 1960 
appear to have pushed the subject into the background, but ‘ 
T-ku is still in eharge of the business, I have tried to 
secure a copy of the Regulations which were published prob- 
ably in 1899, vut no copies are on sale. Application has been 
made to the proper authorities for a menuscript copy, but, 
as yet, none has been received, 

Of the books referred to above, Willians' "Middle Kingdom” 


can be obtained in the United States; the Journal of the 


China Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol.xxiii, I have 


ordered 
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p ordered to be forwarded to you by Messrs. Kelly and Walsh 


the North China Herald” you will not care to have, and 
works in Chinese, such as the Code of the Ta Ching Dynasty 
. are not likely to be of service untranslated, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary. 


of the United States. 


) Shanghai, China, The voluminous files of the Peking Gazette 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. ae te 


From PEKING, | ye 
November 11, 1904, 


Secretary of State, 
washington. 


Confidential. - 1th. 


‘ +. by the Germans who want no regulations, and 
jagrined at being balked by the Japanese are trying to 
ur ite all the powers against them. What was at first 

| *pinor commercial question has developed into an important 
political one. I do not believe American interests will 
be materially prejudiced either by tentative putting in 
force or by postponement the regulations, and am acting 


Await instructions upon the political phase 
CONGER. 
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Deciphered by the Chief Clerk's | 
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November 11, 1904. 10:20 
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Tae sy! | 
Bm Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


November 11, 1904 


ase of American China Development Co. Re-~ 
usal of the Director-General of Railways to 


. 


eliver bonds on account of alleged repeated 
violations of contract on part of Company. 


Enclosing copies of correspondence with Foreign 


Office and with the Company, agents on the subject. 


(Confirming telegrams of Oct. 19 and 22) | 


Ba pc CHIEF CLERK. 
JAN12 1905 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED ‘8T ATES OF AMERICA, 
_ PEKIN, CHINA. 


1904, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C., 
Sir: 
I have the hegor to confirm my telegram of October 
19th and your reply, as follows: 


Secstate, 
ngton. 


Washi 
Nineteenth. American China De- 
velopment Company ask me to protest against 
Sheng's withholding bonds saying that full 
2) CO ee case has been presented Department of State. 
: I have requested delivery of bonds according | 
to the contract and protested against preju- 
dicing any American interests. Chinese 
Government will probably plead transfer of 
Company to Belgians, squandering money by 
management, slow construction and other. 
alleged violations of contract. (Period) 
| Even if Company's contention is right 
: prompt and emphatic action will become 
| ) ; necessary. Therefore, having the facts 
before you, please cable instructions. 
(Signed) Conger. 


" Bwenty-second. Your telegran 
nineteenth: you seem to have gone as far 
ae as proper asking delivery of bonds and 
: | . ) protesting against prejudicing American 
interests. The dispute concerns fulfill- 

; ment of contract and should admit of set- 

tlement by usual contractual resarts in- 

cluding if necessary submission impartial 
referees. 


| (Signed) Hay. 


Mr. C. C, Baldwin, the Agent of the American China 
Development Company, has represented to me that, without 
cause, the Director General of Railways has refused to 
permit 


permit the delivery of bonds which, with his consent, had 
been placed in trust, to be used as required by the Com- 
pany to continue and carry out work, the plans and esti- 
mates for which he (the Director General) had already ap- 
proved, | 

The Chinese Government reply that the Director Gen- 
eral reports that he has good and sufficient reasons in 
the extravagance and bad management of the Company and, 
in repeated violations of their contract, ample and justi- 
| fiable reasons for his refusal to have the bonds delivered, 
and that he absolutely will not deliver them. 

It appears to me that neither party to the dispute 
has entirely clean hands; and therefore I have, in my 
correspondence with the Foreign Office, endeavored to 
go no further than suggested in your telegram, but taking 
care to impress upon the Chinese Government its responsi- 
bility for due protection of all American interests. 

I enclose copies of my correspondence on the sub- 
ject with the Foreign Office and with Mr. Baldwin, Agent, 
and Mr. Cary, Counsel, for the American China Development 

Company, omitting some voluminous enclosures of Mr, Bald- 
win's correspondence, the substance of which has already 
been presented te the Department by the representatives 
of the American China Development Company. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 
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| _ Enclosures; ee oe 


| 1. Mr. Conger to Mr. Baldwin, October 19th. 
2. Mr. Baldwin to Mr, Conger, October 20th. 


. Mr, Conger to mr. Baldwin, November 2nd. 
. Mr, Baldwin to Mr. Conger, October 29th. 
A 5. Mr. Baldwin to Mr, Conger, October 29th. 


‘ ‘ 


; Mr, Conger to Mr. Baldwin, November 9th. 
7, Mr. Conger to Mr. Baldwin, November 11th. 

: 8. =Mr. Conger to Mr. Baldwin, November 12th. 
‘ t 


© Prince Ch'ing, October 18m, 


; Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger, October 24th. 
.. Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing, October 26th. 
12. Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing, Novenber lth. 

13, Mr. Conger to Mr. Cary, November 11f.. 


(Despatch No. 1743.) 
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Enclosure No. /, = In Despatch Wo. /743, 
Mr, Conger to C. C. Baldwin, Esq. 
(Misc. No, 2481.) 


American Legation, Peking, October 19, 1904. 


v  @, C. Baldwin, Esquire, 
| Agent American-China Development Company, 
Shanghai, China. 
Sir: | 
Your letter of the 12th instant announcing your ap~ 
pointment by the Board of Directors as agent in China of 
the American China Development Company is received, and 


I take pleasure in replying that I shall be glad to see 


you in Peking at any time, and shall be always ready to 
support all proper and legal demands of the Company. 
I also acknowledge receipt of your telegrams as 


follows: 


(15) Sheng refuse to deliver four million dollar bonds 
plans estimates for which have had the approval of Sheng. 
‘We have advanced already three million dollars gold. Have 
refused to advance any more without bonds. Have received 
the following telegram from President: Stop and resume 
work when bonds delivered" and quote, for want of funds 
must immediately stop all work on Canton. Expect to have 
trouble on account of liabilities due foreigners Chinese, 
may be very serious appeal to you immediate protection 
employees property ee BALDWIN, agent Am.C.D.Co. 


(15th) Before taking any action for protection wait 
arvother cable from us. BALDWIN. 
3 

(16th) Refer to our telegram of the 15th have instruc- 
tions from Board of Directors today to communicate the i 
following to you. Sheng through Minister Liang have in- 
structed trust holding bonds for the construction railway 
to deliver without his written orders 
(stop, Before giving such notification to trust Sheng 

already approved plans estimates for six millions 
dollars (stop, According to the contract compary have 
withdrawn bonds for similar amount hypothecating with 
banks two million dollars and leaving four million dollars 


deposit in trust registered in the name of President and 
Treasurer (stor). 


Sheng 
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(Mr, Conger to C.C.Baldwin, Oct.19,1904. ) 


Sher | has no power over these four million dollars bonds, 
His instructions to trust were arbitrary and unreasonable 
n the s reng h of the delivery of these bonds 
lready advanced and spent three million 
iready arranged for work covered by six mil- 
leng's objections are mere pretext to force 
F cg contract right ll Repeated pro~ 
ng having been without avail have applied 
s with all necessary papers. Company 
acoentuity peaunes you to actively protest to Wai-wu-Pu 
demanding immediate release of the four million dollars 
bonds and to notify them that claim for heavy indemnity 
‘will follow Sheng's further unlawful obstruction @top) 
Work has been arrested today, cannot resume until bonds 
will be delivered. Apply to you for immediate prot ec- 


tion Canton. 
BALDWIN c/o Yueh-Han. 


It is regretted that you did not give me the reasons 
cern by the Director General of Railways for his ac- 
tion in withholding the bonds, in order that I might in- 
telligently present the case to the Chinese Government. 

I have, however, upon your statement that Sheng's 
action is arbitrary and without cause or authority, filed 
protest with the Wai-wu-pu and requested that he be or- 
dered to eaten the delivery of the bonds etc. 

Awaiting full and clear information from you, 


I am, Sir, 


Very respectfully, 


E. H, Conger. 
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Enclosure No, 2 In Despatch No, /7¢% 
C. C. Baldwin, Esq., to Mr, Conger. 


1 oa Shanghai, October 20, 1904, 

Honorabie E. H. Conger, 

Envoy Rxtraordinary and 
se @ | Minister Plenipotentiary, 
: United States of America, 
Peking, China. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to hand you the following documents: 
ee Translations of three telegrams forwarded to you 
October 15th and 16th. 

2. Copies of a memorandum of the origin and the present 
status of the American China Development Company and 
its contracts with the Chinese Government, made by 
Clarence Cary, Legal Adviser of the American China 
Development Company. 

Se Copies of correspondence between His Excellency Sheng 
Kungpao, Director General of Railways, and myself, 
regarding the delivery of the bonds and the stoppage 
of construction work on the Canton-Hankow Railway. 

4. : Statement showing estimates approved by His Excellency 
Sheng Kunmgpao October 16, 19035. 

5. Copy of a letter from the Secretary of State, Honor- 

- @ble, John Hay, to Mr. Ferguson, Chief Secretary of 
the Imperial Chinese Railway Administration. 


These documents show that the position taken by His 
Excellency Sheng Kungpao is unreasonable and unlawful. 
As to His Excellency's claims concerning Belgian 
interests and Belgian interference in the American China 
Development 


Development Company, the letter from the Secretary of 

State to Mr, Fergusson shows conclusively that Article 17 

of the Supplementary Agreement has not been violated, 

As to the question of mismanagement and suppression 

2s of supervision, I can say that His Preclionsy will de- 

as liver the G$4,000,000 of bonds as soon as he receives 

orders from the Wai Wu Pu and that he will not maintain 
the above et idee any longer. I am confident in the 
good result of your intervention and that we shall shortly 
receive notice that His Excellency Sheng Kungpao has 
changed his attitude and ordered the delivery of the 

G$4,000,000 of bonds. 


Apologizing for troubling yeu in this important 
matter and thanking you in advance for your good offices 
in our behalf, I remain, | 

Sincerely and respectfully yours, 
C. C. Baldwin, 
Agent, 
American China Development Co, 
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Enclosure No. 3 In Despatch Wo. /743 
Mr, Conger to C. C, Baldwin. | 
Misc. Wo. 2498, 


American Legation, Peking, November 2nd, 1904, 


C. C, Baldwin, Esquire, 

Agent, American China Development Co., 
| Shanghai, China, 

Sir: 

I confirm your telegram of the 27th instant as fol- 
lows: 

Shanghai, October 27, 1904. 
Minister Conger, Peking. 

Have received your letter of (19th). We thank you 
sincerely for what you have done. Hope prompt solution. 
Li a Telegraph if satisfactory explanation is not made 

our letter of 20th. Will telegraph you further infor~ 


mation if necessary. (top) Will send further details 
by letter, ) 


Baldwin. 


And also acknowledge receipt of your communication of the 
20th whtime with its several enclosures touching on the | 
question of nomedelivery of bonds to the aAmerica-China 
Development Co., and stoppage of construction wark on the 
Cant on=Hankow Railway in consequence. 

I have in the action described in my letter of the 
19th gone as far as at present is proper under the circum- 
stances. The Wai-wu-pu replies that H. E. Sheng insists 
that the America China Development Co. are themselves 
responsible for the stoppage of the work, and that the 
action of the company and its consequent unfortunate con 
dition fully justifies him in stopping the further déliv- 
ery of bonds, and that therefore he cannot consent to thefr 


delivery. 


The case 
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(Mise. No, 2498) ve 2 

The case thus resolves itself into a question of con» 
struction and fulfillment of contract, which neither party 
is competent to conclusively decide for the other; but it 
seems to me that a solution ought to be found by resorting 
to the usual contractural methods, including if necessary 
a submission to impartial referees. 

Whatever rights and interests American citizens may 
have must be preserved, and any prejudice or injury there- 
to must be duly compensated for by the Chinese Gov er ment 
in the end. 

For this purpose I have made the necessary demand and 
protest which will be energetically followed up at the 
proper time. 

: In the meantime your company should use every en 
deavor to come to a deel and equitable settlement of the 
dispute, 
' Being ready at all times to use the good offices of 
this Legation - behalf of the company, 
I am, yours respectfully, 


E. H. Conger. 
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: Enclosure No. re ‘In Despatch No. /7 4D. 


G. C. Baldwin, Esq., to Mr. Conger, 


Shanghai, October 29, 1904, 


Honorable E. H. Conger, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, \ 
‘United States of America, \ 
Peking, China, : \ 
“ Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of October 19th and to give you the translatiion 
of my yesterday's telegram: 

"Have received your letter of 19th we thank you 


sincerely for what you have done, hope 2 one’ og yea 
telegraph if satisfactory explanation is made in 


our letter of twentieth will telegraph you further in<- 
formation if necessary. Will send further details 
by letter.” 


£ 


As to the reasons alleged by His Excellency Sheng 
for his action of withholding the Bonds I beg to say 
that the only reason which was given since the beginning 
by His Excellency Sheng was that the American China De- 
velopment Company has not the right to withdraw Bards 
without his previous authorization (see copy of the lete 
ter from the Chinese Minister in Washingtom to the Trust 
Company and H. E, Sheng's letter to Sir Liang) but H. E. 
Sheng's interpretation of the Contract is quite wrong and 
his orders to the Trust Company, June, 1904, in vielation 
of the Contract. This appears very clearly in Mr. Clar- 


ence Cary's statements. 


The 
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(Mr .Baldwin to Mr.Conger,Oct.29, 1904. ) 


The position intone “a H. E. Sheng in withholding the 
4, 000, 000 $ Gold donds is worse these bonds having been 
withdrawn April, 1904, by the American Citina Development 
Compamy in accordance with the Art, 5 Par.11 Page 17 of the 
Supplemental Agreement (2,000,000 G $ bonds had been with- 
: drawn some months before in the same way). It is also 
to be noted that H, BE. Sheng never protested against the 
letter dated April, 1904, of General Whittier President of 
the American China Development Company, notifying him ac- 
cording to Art. 5 Par.11 Page 17 that the American China 
Development Company had withdrawn 4,000,000 G.$ bands. 

On October Srd I wrote to H.E.Sheng the following 
letter.: | 


| "October 3, 1904. 
His Excellency Sheng Kung-Pao, 
Director General of Railways, 
Shanghai, 
tour Excellency: 

We have received telegrams from the New York Office 
that tthe Trust Company in New Jersey will not deliver the 
$4,000,000 bads which have been approved by Your Excel- 
lency. As you have been ill we have awaited until we” 
learned of your recovery before troubling you with this 
question, and it is with great pleasure that we learn that 
you are now able to attend to business. We beg that you 
will at your earliest convenience wire the Trust Company 
to deliver the $4,000,000 gold bonds, as we are sure that 
Your Excellency never referred to the above bonds when 
you wired to the Trust Company about the withdrawal of the 
bords deposited in the Trust Company. 

: Awaiting an early reply, we remain, 
Very sincerely, yours, 
C. C. Baldwin, 
Agent, 
_ American China Development Com any." 


I have not received a, reply. 
On the 6% I received from New York the folloving 
telegram: 
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(mr. Baldwin to Mr. Conger, Oct.29,1904. ) 


"Have received the following telegram from She ng-: 
Orders given with ho gy ard to bonds cannot be cancelled 
until China justified objection on account of Belgian 
interests and interfering Company-mismanagement and de- 
pression of m pervision and control provided in agreement 
is satisfied," 


The same day I wrote to His Excellency Sheng the 
following letter: 


"Shanghai, October 6, 1904, 
His Excellency Sheng Kung-pao, 
Director General of Railways, 
Shanghai. 
Your Excellency: 

I have the honor to refer Your Excellency to my let- 
ter of October 3rd concerning the withdrawal of bonds, to 
which I have as yet received no reply. Herewith I send 
Your Excellency a copy of a telegram receiwed from our 
office in New York concerning the withdrawal of the bonds: 


"Orders given with regard to bonds ¢annot be cancelied 
until China justified objection on account of Belgian in- 
terest and interfering Company mismanagement and suppres- 
sion of supervision and control — in the agreement 
is satisfied," 


It is useless to discuss the question of the with~ 
drawal of the bonds deposited in the Trust Company in 
New Jersey, the Contract being very clear on this subject 
in stating that those bonds are subject to the needs and 
requirements of the American China Development Company | 
for the construction of the Canton-Hankow Railway (arti- 
cle 5, page 17). It is also useless to show that Your 
Excellency has no power or right to telegraph to the Trust 
Company not to deliver the $4,000,000 gold bonds deposited 
in the Trust Company in the names of the President and the 
Treasurer of the American China Development Company, those 
bonds having been drawn according to Article 5, page 17, 
Section 35. 

The Orders given by Your Excellency to the Trust Com- 
pany being arbitrary, I protest against those instructions 
and beg to state that the American China Development Com- 
pany will hold Your Excellency responsible for the con- 
sequence of these orders given to the Trust Company, ac- 
cording to Article 14 of the Main Agreement, which reads 
as follows: 


"It is hereby expressly understood and agreed that 
mo action shall at any time be taken by either of the 


ies to this agreement in any manner or to any extent 
seen ie the value of the obligations created by and 
under this contract; nor shall any such action be permitted 
either by the Chinese Railway Company or the American 
en Deve — Company, * 


Very sincerely yours, 
: C. C, Baldwin, 
Agent, 
American China Development Co." 
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(Mr, Baldwin to Mr, Conger, Oct.29,1904.) 


When the question of the withdrawal of the Baids came 
up last year His Excellency Sheng never made any obj ection 


about Belgian interest, mismanagement , etc. I did not 


of course mention H. EB. Sheng's claims in my letter as 


these are without foundation and mentioned only three weks 


ago to justify his unlawful action of withholding the 


$4,000,000 G, Bonds, or this reason we did not mention 
them in our telegram but our letter of the 20th contain 
full information about the matter, 

As announced in our cable of 27th we give you here- 
with further information,. 

The question of Belgian interest and interfering in 
this Company has been settled by the State Department of 
the U. S. May llth and I do not understand the sbicction 
of His Excellency on this subject. 

Question of mismanagement, suppression of supervision 
etc: We can show that the American China Development Com- 
pany has done everything in order to manage the construc- 
tion and the operation of the Railway in accordance with 
the Contract, and specially since the beginning of this 


_year when the Board of Directors recalled the heads of 


the Compamy in China (W.E.Gray, Engineer~in-Chief and Mr. 


Kingsford, Comptroller). Both foreigners and Chine ee 


enbezzled funds from this Company at Canton but all the 


guilty foreigners have been brought before the U. §&. 
Consular Court and peverely ound shed, I do not know 


if the Chinese have ever treated their wrong doings in 
the sam® way. 
Our Engineer-in-Chief Mr. Gray spent some money for 
cumshaw, but we cannot find that a single penny has been 
: | | paid 
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(ur, Baldwin to Mr. Conger, Oct.29,1904. ) 


to foreign employees, while we can prove that this money 


has been paid to the Chinese, We lost time and money on 
account of riots and strikes, The responsibility is not 
with our Company but with the Chinese, and specially with 
the bana of the police, 

Suppression of Supervision: 

Since 1902 there is a Board of Commissioners for the 
supervising the Construction and operations and accounts — 
of the Railway, Regular meetings have been held since 
the beginning and the two Chinese members were always 
present and had the same rights as the two foreigners, 
members to discuss to vote and to bring questions before 
the Board, if they so desired. These can be shown by 
the Minutes of the Board, The American China Develop- 
ment Company or its members of the Board never refused to 
discuss a question introduced by the Chinese members or 
His Excellency Sheng. 

Moreover His Excellency Sheng has in Canton « Chinese 
Land Director, a Chinese Construction Director, a first 
assistant Construction Director and Traffic Manager a 
second assistant Construction Director and an impa tant 
Staff of Chinese Clerks, as well in Shanghai as in Canton, 
The protection of the Railway is entirely in the hands 
of the Chinese Construction Director (instead of the Board 
of Commissioners). Moreover all the Chinese high offi- 
cials report directly to H. E. Sheng and have been appoint- 
ed by him, The Contract does not provide for those ap- 
pointments; all are paid from the funds’ advanced by the 


American China Development Company. 
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With out going into more details you can see that 


up to this date more power than provided 
‘for by the Contract. 
_ With my highest regards very sincerely, yours, 


C. C. Baldwin 


Agent, 
American China Development Company. 
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_ Enclosure No. 5 In Despateh No. /743 


cS. c. Baldwin, Esq-, to Mr. Conger. 


Shanghai, October 29, 1904, 
Honourable E. H. Conger, 

Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, 

United States of America, 

Peking, China. 
Sir: ae | 

According to Article 3 of the main agreement the 
A.C.D.Co. has the right of an extension from Canton to 
the sea and to other places and to build short branch 
lines to insure important available traffic and connec~« 
tions, 

Plans and estimates of the Canton belt line and of 
a branch line from Canton to Whampoa, called the port of 
Canton, situated about 12 miles from Canton down the 
river, has been submitted to the Board of Commissi oners 
for the approwal of the Director General in aceadance 
with Article 8 of the Supplementary agreement. Whampoa 
is a very important point as it can be reached by ocean 
gspteamers in all seasons, 

The A. C. D. Co. also maintains its rights of an 
extension from Canton to the sea and will take steps as 
soon as possible to alco necessary surveys. 

According to repeated rumours and newspapers three 
concessions one from Canton and Whangpua, one from Canton 
to Swatow and one from Canton to Macao are to be granted 
by the Chinese government to outside parties. If there is 


any foundation for these rumours we respectfully requesx 


you 
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you to protest in the name of the American China Develop- 


» 


me nt Company, in order that our rights and interests in 


Southern China may be fully prod ected and maintained. 
Herewith we send you a map of the Canton-Hankow 
Railway showing the three concessions referred to. 
With my highest regards I am 
Sincerely yours, 
C. C. Baldwin 


Agent of the A. C. D. Co. 
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Enclosure Wo, ¢ In Despatch No.//%3 
Mr. Conger to Mr. C. C. Baldwin. 
Misc, No. 2505, 


American Legation, Peking, November 9, 1904, 


C. C. Baldwin, Esquire, 
Agent, The American China Development Company, 
) Shanghai, China. 
Sir: 
I acknowledge receipt of your two communications of 
The one, with further details and copies of corres-<- 
pondence regarding the refusal to deliver bonds, stoppage 
of work, etc. The arguments used in your contention 
seem to me quite sound and ought, in the end, bring about 
a final determination in favor of your Company; but they 
do not warrant me, under all the circumstances, ‘in going 
farther at present than I already have with the Chinese 
Gov ernment; to which effect I wrote you on the 2nd instant, 
The other, calling my attention to the provisions of 
Article 5 of the main agreement of the Chinese Government 
with your Company, to wit: 

" * * * The American China Deve lopment 
Company * * * if thought advisable, shall 
have the right of an extension to the sea, 
and to such other places as may be agreed 
upon with the Director General * * *, It 
is further understood and agreed that the 
concessions hereby granted and acquired 
Shall include the right to build hat 
branch lines to insure important available 
traffic and connections. All maps and 
plans to be approved by the Director Gen- 
eral," 

You ask me, in case there is any foundation fa the 
rumors that concessions are to be granted for railway 


lines 
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(Misc, No, 2505.) oe 2 


lines from Canton to Macao, Canton to Swatow, and Canton 
‘to Whang Poa, to protest, in the name of the American 
China Development Company, in order that its rights and 
interests in Sowthe rn China may be fully prot ected and 
maintained. 

It is true that, since the agreement was made with 
the American China Development Company, concessims have 
been agreed upon for a line from Canton to Kowloon and 
from Canton to Macao, As to the others, I have no in- 
fo wation. At any rate, it would be better for you, as 
the representative of your Company, to prepare a pro test 
showing in what particular the concessions mentioned 
interfere with t:he rights, or prejudice the interests of 
your Company. : 

By the agreement your Company has the right, if 
thought advisable, to an extension to the sea, Doe s 
this mean that you have a right to have reserved far you 
indefinitely all points on the sea? Or should you not, : 
within @ reasonable time, ascertain whether or not it is 
thought advisable to build and select some jpartiorlar 
point? | 

| Six years ago I made, at the request of your Company, 
an unsuccessful protest against the Canton-Kowloon line, 
which developed the absolute importance of an early selec- 
tion on the part of your Company of an extension to the 
sea if it should be thought advisable; and, so far as I 
have been informed, nothing has been done by the Company 
to perfect or localize the right mentioned; yet for two 
years the line to Macao has been a common topic in the 
public press, and it was long ago known all over the 


world 
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r short branch lines be at once selected 


| concessions demanded therefor, because as long as 


there is a single point left on the sea the Chinese Gov- 
ernment will claim, as it did when discussing the Kow~ 
loon line, that they can still fulfill their contract 
with your Company and are not violating the agreeznt by 
giving other places on the sea to other companies. 

Very respectfully, 


* Conger, 
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sure Wo, 7 In Despatch No./74%% 
os Mr, Conger to C. C. Baldwin. 
ae ‘Wise. No. 2507, 


- American Legation, Peking, November 11, 1904, 


C. C. Baldwin, Esq., ; 
Agent, Maer ienn China Development Company, 
Shanghai, China, 
Sir: 
T confirm your telegram of the 10th and my reply of 
today, as follows: : 


Conger, Peking. 3 | 
Chief Engineer, Canton, telegraph 
that situation is alarming on account of : 
outstanding liabilities, (top, Reqest | 
respectfully to be informed if you expect 
prompt delivery of 4,000,000, bomds prop- 
erty of American Company and deposited 
in trust in the name of American Company. 
| (Signed) Baldwin. 


Baldwin, Shanghai, - 
Delivery of bonds absolutely refused, 
Will warn Chinese Government situatiion is 
alarming according to your report. 
(Signed) Conger. 


The only reply I have received from the Chinese Gov-~ 
ernment is an absolute refusal to authorize the delivery 
of the bonds; hence I have no reason to expect an early 


delivery. 

I is bien informed the Wai Wu Pu of your tele- 
gram and warned them of the alarming situation you re~ 
port and its threatened danger to American interests. 

Very respectfully yours, 


BE. H. Conger. 
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Ce | osure No. In Despa’ 


ca ae isd ‘Mise. No. 2509. 


rican Legation, Peking, November 12, 1904. ; 


re - Agent, American China Development Company, | — 
Shanghai, China. 
ir: ° wee 


IT hereby confirm your telegram of today, as follows: 


: Minister Conger, — | 
: a Oe Have received your letter of the 
2nd. In our opinion the release 4,000,000 
, is not to be settled by arbitration. are 
ya, Sgr to request your personal inter- 
top. Withdrawal of balance 
thigteofour million will be examined 
afterwards confirmand(?) ) 
(Signed) Baldwin. 


It seems to be incomplete, or else the last word 
has been so transformed as to be undecipherable, } 
: Very respectfully, | ; 
E. H. Conger. 
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Enclosure No. 9 In Despatch No./7%42% 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch' ing. 


P.O. Wo. 725, _X 


: snortieeildgktion, Peking, oct. 18th. 1904, 
"Your tepertat Highness: 


, «have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness 
that I have just received a telegram from the American 
China Development Company, complaining that H. B. Sheng 
Hsflan-huai, the Director General of Railways, has arbi-~ 
trarily and without right or authority ordered the Trust 
Company, which holds the bonds issued for the building 
of the Hankow and Canton Railway, not to deliver any 


further bends to the Company, in consequence of which the 
Company has been compelled to stop all work on the railway, 
causing serious embarrassment to the Company and threaten 
ing very great loss and damage to all concerned, 
According to the representations made to me the Di- 
rector General had approved plans and estimates to the . 
amount of Six Millions of Dollars, and bonds had been with- 
drawn to that amount and placed in charge of a Trust Com- 
pany, Which had, in accordance with the contract, been 
agreed upon by the Chinese Minister in Washington and the 
: American China Development Company as such depositary. 
The Company has already withdrawn and hypothecated with 
banks two million dollars' worth of these bonds and now 
require the remaining four million dollars’ worth in order 
to meet an advance and expenditure of $3,000,000 already 
made, and to execute work which has been planned and ar- 
ranged for, and the estimates for which up te $6,000,000 
had received the endorsement and approval of the Director 
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‘Phe ‘Company claims that acc ar ding to the express 
terns of their contract it had a right to proceed to carry 
out the work after H. BE, Sheng's approval, and to demand 
and receive this balance of $4,000,000 worth of bonds 
from the Trust Company, with which to raise mong to pay 


- therefor, and that H. BE. Sheng has no right or authority 
to obstruct or hinder the Trust Company from hand ing over 
these bonds, | | 
Upon the expectation that the terms of the contract 


“would be carried out and the other $4,000,000 worth of 
bonds promptly delivered on demand, the Company has ad-~ 
vanced and expended three millions of dollars and arranged 
for work amounting to three millions more, while actually 
receiving but $2,000,000 worth of bends. 
The Company also complains that H. E. Sheng has re- 
peatedly refused to attend to its protests, and hence it 
is obliged through this Legation to appeal to the Chinese 
Goverment. | 
The work on which the Company is engaged is so stu- 
pendous and the amounts in question so enormous that im- 
measurable dmnage may result from even a few days' delay, 
and if, as the Company claims, (and the terms of both con- 


tract and bends seem to bear out their contention) the 
Comp any is right and H, E, Sheng in the wrong, my Gor « 
ernment will ef course demand full compensation for loss 
or damage sustained by its citizens. | 
It is my duty therefore to request that Your Imperial 
Highness will have immediate instructions given to Director 
General sheng to permit the required bonds to be forthwith 
turned over to the Company in order that the work my pro- 
ceed and further loss and trouble be avoided. 


Trusting 
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Trusting in the invariable fair-mindedness of Your 
Imperial Highness and realizing how important it is that 
the work in question should be amicably carried through to 


completion, I 3% that this matter may receive prompt 


attention from Your Imperial Highness and the instructions | 
issued as requested. | 


* 


I avail myself of the opportunity to renew te Your 


Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest cmsidera~ 
| tion. fee 
E. H. Conger 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States. 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger. 
F. 0, No, 781. 


mor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's Letter saying that you had pies ived a tele- 
gram from the American-China Development Co. complaining 
that H, B, Sheng Hsfan-huai had arbitrarily and without 
right or authority ordered the Trust Company not to de- 
liver any further bonds to the Railway company, and for 
that. reason the Company had been compelled to stop all 
work on the railway, causing serious embarrassment to the 
Company, and preventing them from carrying out the work 
planned. 

In remere to this matter I have to state that my 
Board is just in receipt of a telegram from H. E. Sheng re- 
questing that we inform the American Minister that the said 
Company themselves first broke the agreement, and after- 
wards themselves stopped the work; as to the issuance of 
the bonds, there is no use to consider that question fur- 
ther; would you now write and request the American Minis- 
ter to send telegraphic orders to the American Consul Gen- 
eral in Canton directing him to send back all the foreign 
workmen engaged in the. work, and upon their arrival at the 
Capitol to digmiss them, taking care that no disturbance 
be raised, even of small proportions, as this is important. 

Having received this communication from H. &. Sheng, 
it becomes my duty to incorporate it in this reply to Your 
Excellency for your information, and at the same time I 
take the occasion to wish Your Excellency the compliments 


of the season. 
Cards enclosed. 


Ninth Moon, 16th day. (Oct. 24, 1904.) 
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Enclosure No.// In Despatch No. /7%%3, 
: Mr, Conger to Prince Ch'ing. 
F. 0. No, 727. 


American Legation, Peking, Oct. 26th, 1904. 


Your Imperial Highness: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a note 
from Your Imperial Highness, dated the 24th inst. in reply 
to mine of the 18th. inst. concerning the complaint of 
the American China Development Company that H. E. Sheng 
Hstan-huai had acted arbitrarily and without right in 
ordering the Trust Company not to deliver bends which the 
Company insists are necessary to its further prosecution 
of the work of railway construction seeertive to comtract. 

In this reply Your Imperial Highness quotes a tele- 
gram from H. B, Sheng in which he curtly refuses to cm- 
Sider the question and flippantly makes suggestions which 
amount to nothing less than an arbitrary attempt upon his 
part to annul the contract. 

Your Imperial Highness has deemed it your dity to in- 
corporate the telegram in your note, and, since Your Im- 
perial Highness makes no comment to the contrary, it would 
be a reasonable presumption that Your Imperial Highness 
meant to adopt the telegram as eierenbine your own views 
upon the question, 

But with Your Imperial Highness' knowledge of the 
validity and binding force of contracts as well upon gov~- 
ermments as upon individuals, and your acquaintance with 
the fact that there are always proper and legal methods 
by which the rights of the parties to such contracts can 
be determined, I am unwilling to believe that you intended 
‘thus 
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(F.0.N0.727) 


thus to indorse the sentiments of the telegram, or that 
you will, either for the Chinese Government or for your- 
self, endorse or permit this unwarranted and illegal pro- 


ceedimg upon the part of H. B, Sheng and assume the res~ 


 -:ponsibility therefor. 


It is not my province to decide whether or not the 
American China Development Company has so violated its 
contract as to justify the annulment thereof, and certain- 
ly H. E. Sheng is not competent to do so, In view, there- 
fore, of his unwarranted and unjustifiable attempt to do 
this, I must ask Your Imperial Higmess to order him to 
proceed only in such proper and lawful manner as may res~ 
pect the interests of all parties to the contract and in 
no Way endanger-or destroy legitimate vested American 
rights therein. 

Awaiting the reply of Your Imperial Highness, I 
seize the opportunity to renew the assurance of my high- 
est consideration, 

E. H. Conger 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States. 


: To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure Wo./2 In Despatch No. /74>. 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch' ing. he 
F. 0. No, 738, 


American Legation, Peking, November 11, 1904. 


Your Imperial Highness: | | | 

I have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness 
that I am sunt in receipt of a telegram from the Chief 
Engineer of the Canton-Hankow Railway, saying that inas- 
much as the Chinese Government has refused to deliver the 
$4,000,000 worth of bondd, as fequested, the Company is 
unable to meet outstanding liabilities, and that as a 
result the situation at Canton is alarming. 

It becomes my duty to communicate this impartant 
news to Your Imperial Highness and to remind Your High~ 
ness that the Chinese Government will be liable fa any 
damages resulting to American interests from the existing 
situation, 

I avail myself of the opportunity to renwe to Your 
teporial Highmess the assurance of my highest considera- 
tion. 
| E. H. Conger 

Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States. 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure No. /3 In Despatch No, / 14.3 
Mr. Conger to Clarence Cary, Esq. 


Misc, Wo. 2508. 


American Legation, Peking, November 11, 1904, 


Clarence Cary, Esquire, 


59 Wall St., New York City. 


Dear Mr. Cary: — 


On the 16th ultimo I received from you a telegram 


as follows: 


_ Conger, 


Peking. 

American China Development Com- 
panys telegram sent you my instance and 
myself conducting Companys appeal state 
department Shengs action wholly without 
right or reason hope you actively assist 
correct his gross invasion Companys rights. 
which latter not only clearly expressed 
in contract but also by subsequent imperi- 
al action in bonds themselves, 

(Signed) Cary. 


I also received from Mr. Baldwin the American China 


Development Company's telegram which you mention and have 


had, besides, several telegrams and letters from Mr. Bald- 


win, as well as instructions on the question from the De~ 


partment of State. 


I immediately, formally, requested the deliwery of 


the bonds, and protested against any action which would 


prejudice or damage any American interests involved. The 


Chinese Government replies that the Director General 


claims to have, in the action of the management of the 


Company and their repeated violations of their contract, 


anple justification for his refusal to permit the delivery 


of the bonds; and he refused absolutely to authorize 
their delivery. | 
Of course you understand that, presuming the conten- 


tion 
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tion of the Company to be unquestionably right, the Gov- 


ernment of the United States cannot compel specific per~ 


. 


formance, but can only see to it that all vested and legal 
interests of its citizens are preserved or, in the end, 
duly compensated. 

I shall do all that I properly may for the American 
interests involved, It seems to me, however, that since 


the hands of neither party to the dispute are entirely 


irreparable disruption so imminent, some means of an 


amicable and equitable settlement ought to be found be- 


fore it is too late, 


Very truly yours, 
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ovember 14, 1904 
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‘Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


Trade-mark Regulations. Movement f 


ment. Present status. Attitude of Powers. 


Confirming telegraphic correspondence. ) 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


(Confidential) 
November 14, 1904. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Department of State, 
Washington, D. Cc. 


Sir: | 
I nave the honor to confirm recent telegraphic cor- 
respondence with the Department, as follows: 


Conger, 


vince 
th. German Ambassador informs 
me German, British, French, Austrian, 
Italian Ministers at Peking concur in 
opinion postponing date of enforcement trade 
mark regulations in the interest of foreign 
trade, says Chinese Foreign Office agrees 
such postponement. Take such action as you 
consi er ‘protects best American interests, 

| (Signed) Hay. 
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Secstate, 
Washington. Confidential, 
lith. # Your telegram of the 9th. 

The Ministers mentioned have requested post- 
onement trademark regulations. Foaeign 
ffice is willing to postpone, but Japanese 
Minister emphatically protests; hence Chi- 
nese Government afraid to act. The move- 
ment to postpone was initiated by the Ger- 
mans who want no regulations and, being 
balked by the Japanese, are trying to unite 
all the Powers against them. 

What was at first minor commercial 
question has developed into an important 
political one. I do not believe American 
interests will be materially prejudiced 
either by tentative putting in farce, or 
by postponing, the regulations, and an 
acting accordingly. Await instructions 
upon ~ political phase of the question. 

(Signed) Conger. 
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Conger 


— 5 Your telegram llth receiv- 

 @d@. Adhere to instructions yg 0 perm you 
on October 12th. We are not immediately 
concerned in the political phase of the | 


question, 
(Signed) Hay. 


| 
ayers 
nee ig RS ee 
<j Sia Bais 1. S 
tage Se tic AS eta 
8 ae et eae 
: - , : Se) SS ares 
Ps Sates geet EOE TRANS ng NRA EN 2 da 1 ig ike = pease eT <a see 
rt 4 ry y= ‘ ft SPF Fe Ot re twee 3 f +. i? BS ass nt ies ¥ p 4 
BEE UT ha Cele ov ap aioe saat a Sal ae i ae 
» ae. tani 


The movement for postponement was started by the 


German merchants, and their alleged reasons have already 
been given you; but the real reason was that they wanted 
no regulations at all, 
fhe German and French Ministers, ‘no doubt, took the 


matter up in the start simply as a commercial question, 
but when they discovered that the Japanese were prevent- 
ing action on the part of the Chinese -- as they cla im, 
by serious threats -- they immediately turned it into a 
political question, and, by parading the ghost of "The 
Yellow Peril", induced most of the other Ministers to 
join then, This, of course, cannot be the reason for 
the English changing front and at the last moment joining 
then. 


The influence of the Board of Trade on the Foreign 
Office in Lardom is always very potent; and it was evi- 
dently through compliance with its request that instruc- 
tions were given to the British Minister urging post pone- 
ment, 

I am quite sure that now the German Minister wishes 
he had not raised the question, because he does not like 
just at this time to be in open and serious opposition 
to the Japanese, and certainly does not like to be beaten 
by them in any contention, 

It also seems to me very impolitic on the part of 
the Japanese, on a question no more vital than this, to 
array all the Buropean Powers against then. 

The 


The Chinese, with the consent of the Japanese, as a 
- Compr: ©, proposed to the German, French and British 
Ministers. to se certain minor changes in the regula- 
tions, but t hey were so immaterial that they were rejected 


at once. However, I am inclined to believe that some 


_ gort of a compromise will yet be reached. t any rate, 


no commercial or political prejudice to American inter- 


ests need be apprehended from following your telegraphic 


instructions of October 12th, which shall be done. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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| November 14, 1904. | 


Mr. Conger to the Secretary of State. yr \' 


Subject: 


Present situation of Chinese efforts toward 


a new and uniform system of coinage. Ene 


closing copy of a letter to Professor Jenks. 


V 


. 


Se FN a ee any 


KIN, CHINA. — en : 


Yo the Honorable 
' John Hay, | 
ee We Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: : 

As showing the present situation of Chinese efforts 
toward a new and uniform coinage, I enclose copy of a let- 
ter, with its enclosure, just sent to Professor Jenks, 
which, I am sorry to say, is not very encouraging. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF ‘THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Wovember 14, 1904. 


Dear Professor Jenks; 

Your. esteemed favor of Septenber 22nd, written on 
board the S. 8. "fonmolia", was duly received; but I have 
been unable until now tc ret any definite information worth 
sending you, and I regret that now T cannct send some thing 
less disecuragine. 

On yesterday I sent Mr, Willisans to hold previocus- 
ly-arrangea conference with His Excellency, Chao Erh-hstin, 
the result of which T have asked him toe embody in a memor- 


andum, which I herewith enclese. 


This acticn by no means carries cut either the letter 


cr the spirit of the treaty previsions, and I shall Bo tell 


the Chinese officials; but it 4s characteristic cf their 
wsuel me the aa. 

The statements that the Frperor ect hela of the Vice- 
roy's memorial and approved it before the Grand Council 
— it, I thtnk, shoulda be taken with etewtderuble allow- 
ance, but it wae made pesitively and cannet be success- 
fully refuted, 

‘Notwithstanding the present situation, I believe 
your efforte left @ great impression for good and, sooner 


or later, the results must be seen. 


Very sincerely yours, 


\ 
E. H. CONGER 


Professor 5. . Jenks, 
Cormell University, 
_ ‘Tthaca, New York. 
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JENKS'’ PLANS, ETC, 


American Legation, Peking, October 13, 1904, 


I called on His Excellency, Chao Erh-hstn, President 
of Board of Revenue, at 8 this morning. His Excellency 
inquired after your health and desired to be remembered to 
you. a 

I called his attention to the report in the North 


China Daily News as to the opposition of Chang Chih-tung 
to Professor Jenks' scheme and found that the situation 
is even worse than there indicated. Chang sent a memori- 
al to the Throne, in which, while complimenting Professor 
Jenks, he declared his scheme not suitable for China. 

He said that every country had its own coinage, and it 
Was not necessary to adjust the weight of the coins to 
those in other lands; that China was used to the tael as 
a unit, and he petitioned to be allowed to coin one tael 
pieces and fractions thereof and try the system for one 
year; that if it did not succeed he would make good any 
losses to the Govermment, - He declared that a gold sys- 
tem, while it might have advantages in payment of the in- 
demnity, would be less advantageous to trade than silver; 
that the export trade would flourish best upon a silver 
basis, etc., etc, 


‘Unfortunately, this memorial in some way was gotten 
directly into the hands of the Emperor, who read it and ~ 
at once, without showing it to the Grand Council or dis- 
cussing it with any of the Ministers, took his pemcil and 


wrote 
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13am" memoranda. 


wrote "Let it be as requested." 
It came to the Grand Council with this indorsement, 
and it was then too late to do anything. His Excellency 
knew nothing of such a memorial, although he is Presi- 
dent of the Board of Revenue, until it came from the Grand 
Council with the Emperor's approval. 
As a result, Chang will now try for a year the ex~- 
periment of a tael coinage in his viceroyalty. 
I asked what His Excellency would do here, and he 
replied that they were going on with the dollar coinage. 
Asked if anything was being done toward the adoption of 
the plan for a gold exchange system, he said not; that 
under the circumstances nothing could be done at once, 
but he thought China would come to it later, He said 
‘that few men understood financial questions anyway, and 
that it would take time to make the high officials under- 
Stand the advantages of such a system; that, unfor tunate- 
ly, he had had but e brief time for conference with Prof- 
essa@r Jenks; had he been in office two months earlier 


he could have prevented much of the misunderstanding. 

) He thought that most of the officials got their knowledge 
of the system chiefly from reading Pref essor Jenks’ pam- 
phiet translated into Chinese. This pamphlet deals with 
the question largely from the view-point of advantage to 
foreign interests, and the Chinese at once took fright, 
thinking it was a scheme to get China still further into 
the power of foreigners. He himself was prejudiced a : 
against the scheme at first from reading the pamphlet but, 


after talking with Professor Jenks, saw that he entirely 
misunderstood the scheme. 
‘He aske that you will tell Professor Jenks not to be 
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antages of the system will be gradu- 
, and that then it will be adopted. 


“He shi wed me some of the new Philippine coins which 


been sent to him, he supposed, by Professor Jenks' 


: 
« . 


orders, and he intends to write shortly to thank him. 
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Chinese Government formally notifies Legation 


of its intention to annul contract of the Amer> 


ican China Development Co. 


(Confirming telegram of 15th inst.; continuing 
Oo, 1743, of Nov. 11 last) 


E UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


November 16, 1904. 


To the Honorable 
Jom Hay, 
 Seeretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
In continuation of my No. 1743 of November 11th, 
confirm my telegram of the 165th, as follows: 


Secstate ui 

formally siattioe as oy ie hdaenion 4 

sl ghia China Development Company 
(Signed) Conger. 

The basis for this telegram is a note fromthe Wai 
Wu Pu, a copy of which I enclose, together with my reply 
hereto. 

I have notified Mr. CC. C. Baldwin, Agent of the Ameri- 
can China and Development Company, at Shanghai, of this 
proposed action. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Fee 
eget 


¢ 


Be, Baya ces 


Enclosure No. /, | In Despatch No, /744. 
Prince Ch'ing to Mr, Conger. 
(F. 0. No, 761.) 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 


Excellency's letter of recent date as follows:- 


"IT have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a 
note from Your Imperial Highness dated the 24th inst. 
etc. etc. "ee 9 @ © ¢ TR Vis reply. tour Imperial 
Highness quotes a telegram from H. BE, Sheng in which he 
curtly refuses to consider the question and flippantly 
makes suggestions which amount to nothing less than an 
arbitrary attempt on his part to annul the contract. 

Your Imperial Highness has deemed it your duty to 
incorporate the telegram in your note, and, since Your 
Imperial Highness makes no comment to the contrary, it 
would be a reasonable presumption that Your Imperial 
Highness meant to adopt the telegram as expressing your 
own views upon the question, But with Your Imperi al 
 Highness' knowledge of the validity and binding force of 
-¢gontracts, as well upon governments as upon individuals, 
and your acquaintance with the fact that there are always 
proper and legal methods ty which the rights of the parties 
to such contracts can be determined, I am unwilling to 
believe that you intend thus to indorse the sentiments of | 
the telegram, or that you will, either for the Chinese 
Government or for yourself, endorse or permit this un- 
Warranted and illegal proceeding upon the part of H. E. 
Sheng and assume the responsibility therefor, It is not 
my province to decide whether or not the American-China 
Development Company has violated its contract as to justi- 
fy the annulment thereof, and certainly H. E. Sheng is not 
cometent to do so, In view, therefore, of his umvarrant~ 
ed and unjustifiable attempt to do this, I must ask Your 
Imperial Highness to order him to proceed only in such 
proper and lawful manner as may respect the intewests of 
all parties to the contract and in no way endangera de~ 
stroy legitimate vested American rights therein," 


In reply to this note, Your Excellency I have the 
honor to state that my Board has looked into the mtter 
and finds that the American China Development Company 
did indeed first violate ther contract, and for this rea~ 
son H. E, Sheng proposes to annul the same.—__—I+—becomes 
my duty therefore to send this information in a note to 
Your Excellency, and at the same time I take the oceasion 
to wish you the compliments of the season. 


Cards enclosed. | 
Tenth Moon, eighth Day. (Nov.14,1904.) 


eee elt: wee, 


‘Enclosure mee 2. In Despatch No.//746 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing. 
(F.0. No, 736.) 


American Legation, Peking, November 15, 1904, 


Your fiptrbal Belnsae:- 

Referring to our recent correspondence concerning 
the Ameri can China Development Company, culminating in 
the formal notice in Your Highnmess' note of yesterday that 
the Chinese Government proposed to annul its contract for 
pbuilding the Canton=-Hankow Railway, I am instructed by my 
Government to enter an emphatic protest to such arbitrary 
proceedings, and to inform Your Highness that the Chinese 
Government will be held responsible for all loss a@ dame 
age to American vested rights which may result therefrom. 

I improve the occasion to renew to Your Imperial 
Highness the assurance of my highest consideration ; 

E, H. Conger 
American Minister, 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch' ing, 


SH 


President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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‘November 16, 1904. 


Special Audience on the occasion of the 70% 
Birthday of Dowager Empress. The President's 
letter of congratulation presented. The cere- 
mony. Empress presents photographs to the 
President and Minister. 
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To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
ecretary of State, 
Washington, ‘OD. C. 


: a 


Sir: 
On the 12th instant special audiences were accorded 
to the Austrian, American, German, Russian and Belgian 


Ministers, at which they delivered to the Empress Dowager 
the autograph letters of congratulations from their Presi- 
dents or Sovereigns. 

e 16th is, in fact, the anniversary of Her Imperi- 
Majesty's birth, but that day has been set apart for 
Chinese functions at the Summer Palace; hence the Court 
came into the city for this purpose, and the audiences 
were held on the 12th. 

: a other Ministers not yet having received t. heir 
letters, but all expecting them, will be given audiences 
on their arrival. 

The Palace was most gorgeously decorated. A chair 
with yellow trimmings, and accompanied by a platoon of 
diers, with four minor officials, was sent to the 


tion for me from the Palace. The members of my 


WOsgies ti, pes 


~ 


62 tte 


regular official green chairs and, with 


98, OF outriders, made quite an imposing proces-— 


sion. We entered the Palace through the front and prinet- 


n es in the Protoeot e Sipieaner ”, 1901, were ob- 
served. On arriving before the throne, on watch sat 
both the Empress Dowager and the Emperor, the latter on 
@ lower seat, I made some brief remarks in’English, which 
were immediately translated into Chinese by Mr. Willians; 
after which I ascended the throne and placed in Her Im- 
perial Majesty's hands the President's letter, retaking ; a | 
my position at the foot of the throne. Prince Ch'ing + ) 
then read the reply of Her Majesty, which was translated 4 
into English by Mr. Chuan, of the Wai Wu Pu. pe then re- : 
ascended the throne; when Her Imperial Majesty requested My | 
me to convey to the President her gratitude for his cor- | 
dial and friendly groetingsexprenned an earnest wish d 
for his continued health and happiness, and wished me 
to send to him a photograph of Her Imperial Majesty, 


which would be delivered at the Legation that afternoon. hi 


Her Majesty also expressed her appreciation of my services J 
@uring my residence near her, and requested me to accept, | 


for myself, a smaller photograph, which would be sent to 


RPG eee ete aes " Sesere Ms 


the Legation in the same way. To both of these requests 
I made brief replies. 


The Empress Dowager was very gracious, and seemed es- 
pecially touched, ty the President's friendly felicitations. 

I enclose copies of all the remarks mentioned above 
and all of the correspondence connected with this function. 
Bach Minister had an entirely separate audience, and in 
the order of their seniority. 

In the afternoon the photographs were brought around 
in great style, borne on an enormous litter canopied 
y oe yelion —_ and carried by eight Imperial bearers 


‘ ‘and accompanied by their Excellencies 
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and Lien-fang, and a number of minor officials. 
h for the President is framed in a large 


togra 
» about three by four feet, cased in a silk-lined 
and silk-covered box. It is a fair likeness of the mn- 
press Dowager, except that it has been so touched up by 
the artist as to give her the appearance of 40, insvead of 


70, years of age. 


The photo sent for me is a small one, only ten 


by twelve inches. I was not, during this ceremony, un- 
mindful of the constitutional and statutory prohibition 
as to receiving presents; but when the Empress Dowager 
mentioned them to me on the throne I had in mind some 


Se he 2 


are, 


small pictures which were simply to accompany her message, 
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as a letter might; but, at any rate, I could not there 


ungraciously decline the proffered courtesy. 
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Having the photograph for the President, I shall 
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ship it to you for such disposition as you think best, 


4 


accompanying it by another despatch. 


haa: 


aes As to the little one sent to me, I shall consider 


ee 


/ it only as a personal message or note and, for the present, 


Boe pate t oa niet ne tie ty: “ 


sé 


oo Se treat it accordingly. | However, I will thank you for 
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your judgment upon the question; and if the Department is 
of the opinion that it comes within the constitutional 
prohibition, I will gledly leave it in the Legation as 
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| Your obedient servant, 
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oe te Prince Ch'ing, Nov. 1. 
. a Mr. Conger, Nov. 9. 
ne Imperial Audience of Nov. 12. 


by and reply from the Throne. 
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losure No. / ‘In Despateh No./7%) 


3 oe Conger to Prince Ch‘ ing, : 
(F,0. No, 730.) 4 


American Legation, Peking, November 1, 1904, 


* 


Your Imperial Highness: 


we tthe honor to inform Your Imperial Higiness 


that I am in receipt of instructions from the Department 
of State at Washington, inclosing a letter of emgratula- 
tion from the President of the United States to Her Im- 
perial Majesty, the Empress Dowager, which I am directed 
to present to Her Majesty during the celebration of the 
seventieth anniversary of her birth, I inclose for 
Your Imperial Highness' perusal an office copy of the 
President's letter, and I have the honor to request that 
Your Highness will be good enough to inform me upon what 
day and at what hour I may have audience of Her Imperial | 
Majesty for the purpose mentioned, 

I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 
Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest cm sidera- 
tion, 

E, H. Conger 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
: Plenipotentiary of the 
United States, | 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 


* 


President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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losure No, 4 In Despat 


(F.0.No.759. ) 


the Prince of Ch'ing, 
Board of Foreign Affairs 
American Minister, inclos- 
| ence for Presentation 


QoQ 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 


Excellency's despatch, saying that you desired to present 


a letter from the President of your honorable country, 


’ 


) congratulating Her Imperial Majesty, the Empress Dowager, 
upon the celebration of Her seventieth birthday, and re- 
questing me to memorialize the Throne and ask to hare a 
date fixed for the Audience. | of a 

: I, the Prince, and the Ministers of the Board at once 
submitted a memorial in Your Excellency's behalf, md 


have received a decree, saying: "The Audience is fixed 
for the 6th. of the Tenth Moon at the hour of ‘seu in the 
Ning Shou Throne Hall." “Respectfully Received." 
As in duty bound I have reverently transcribed the 
above decree, and have also prepared a programme of the 
ceremonies which I inclose to Your Excellency that you 


may respectfully comply therewith. 
A Necessary Despatch, 


One Inclosure. 


Kuanghs# xxx Year, Tenth Moon, 3d. Day. | | 
(Nov .9th, 1904) 
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‘amme of Audience for Presentation ; 
Letters on the 6th. of the Tenth Moon, : 
November 12th, 1904). 


(Enclosure in » & e408) 


At the time appointed the Board of Foreign Affairs 
will prepare a large chair covered with green cloth and 
ornamented with yellow trimmings, and will send petty 
officers and soldiers to your honorable Legation, who 


will escort Your Excellency in the green chair with yellow 


Ss with the Secretaries, Attachés and Interpreters 

a in the chairs or on the horses furnished by themselves, 
through the Ta Ch'ing Gate to the outside of the Wu Gate, 
where Your Excellency will change to a palace chair, and 
the Secretaries, Attachés, and Interpreters will follow 
on foot through the Wu Gate and thence out by the Hsieh 
Ho Gate, and in through the Hsi Ch'ing Gate to the outside 
of the Ning Shou Gate, at the foot of the steps, where 
you will descend from your chair and enter on foot through 
the middle door of the Ning Shou Gate and pass to the 
Western Side Hall, where you will rest a few moments until 
at the hour of nine o'clock Her Imperial Majesty, the 
Empress Dowager and His Imperial Majesty, the Emperor, 
shall enter the Throne Hall, when the Ministers of the 
Board of Foreign Affairs will lead Your Excellency, carry- 
ing the President's letter, and accompanied by the Secre- 
taries, Attachés, and interpreters, to the outside of the 
middle door of the Hall, where a bow will be made, thence 
into the Hall a few steps when a second bow will be made, 


and then before the Throne steps, where a third bow will 


be made. Your Excellency will then make your address 


ing it, Your Excellency will carry the President's letter 
up the central flight of Throne steps to the frart side 
of the Imperial table and present the President's letter. 


Her Imperial Majesty, the Empress Dowager, having received 


and, after the Interpreter shall have finished trans lat- 


the same, Your Excellency will pass from the centrd 
stairs to the left of the Throne and, facing narth descend 
backwards to the place originally occupied by Your Excel- 
lency before the Throne, and the Prince of Ch'ing will 
communicate the reply of the Throne, which the Int epreter 
will revérently interpret to Your Excellency, after 

which you will again ascend by the middle flight of Throne 
pteps and stand before the Imperial table and reverently 
listen to the august words gnieh Her Imperial Majest y; 

the merese Dowager, may speak in person, at the conclu- 
sion of which you will again descend backwards by the left 
side of the Throne, when you will make a bow, and then 
retiring a few steps make another bow, and thence retire 
to the door of the Hall where you will make a third bow, 
and the ceremony being finished you will lead the Secre- 
taries, Attachés, and Interpreters, moving Sidewise out 
through t he Left Door of the Hall and back again to the 
western side hall, where you will rest a few moments and 
then, going out through the Ning Shou Gate, you will take 
a palace chair and pass through the Hsi Ch'ing Gate where 
you leave the palace chair. In the meantime the large 
green chair with the yellow trimmings in which you first 
rode will have passed around from the outside of the Wu 
Gate to the outside of the Hsi Ch'ing Gate where it will 
be kept waiting for you, and the chairs, and horses of the 
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8, and Interpreters will have passed 


« 


to the outside of the Palace Stud, where they will 


be kept waiting for them. When Your Excellency reaches 


the outside of the Hsi Ch' ing Gate you will exchange the 


alace chair for the large green chair with the yellow 


trimmings, and the Secretaries, Attachés and Interpreters 


Jive, » hgpnsipa 
tiny Re 


will follow to the outside of the Palace Stud where they 


will take their chairs and horses, and you will pass out 


t 


by the Tung Hua Gate and return to the Legation, 
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Maclosure' Wo. 4 In Despatch No./74,7 


Remarks of Mr. Conger upon presentation of the 
President's autograph letter to the Empress Dowager, at 
‘The Audience of November 12, 1904. 


"Your Imperial Majesty: 
I esteem it a rare privilege and a disting ished honor 


bis Fetes LB pg ab Ye by the President of the United States 
to bring to Your Imperial Majesty on this auspicious 


eenasics an autograph letter, expressing his friendly re- 
gard, and congratulating Your Imperial Majesty on having 
in health, happiness and prosperity, hitman the seventi- 
eth anniversary of Your birth, 

And I take great pleasure in assuring Your Imperial 
Majesty that the President's kind words represent the gen- 
eral feeling of friendship and good will of the citizens 
of the United States for the people of the Chinese Empire; 
nnd if duly reciprocated by Your Imperial Majesty's sub- 
jects, it is a matter for mutual congratulation, 

The highest development of any country can only be 
attained and the greatest good can only come to any people 


in times of peace and mutual friendly intercourse with 


other nations, 
Since the day when the doore of Your Imperial Majes= 
ty's empire were first opened to desernat ional trade, and 
amicable relations were established with Westenm Powers, 
China and the United States have uniformly been friends. 
‘It has been my fortune to represent my Govermme nt at 
this Capital for more than six years, and it has ten my 
dut y to carefully observe the growth of this friendship; 
and I am proud and happy to aver that it is today stronger 
and more intimate than ever before, 
The refore 
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Therefore with the confident hope that the buds which 
now unite the two countries may continue to strengthen with 
: the passing years, that Your Imperial Majesty may long live 
to witness and enjoy the incalculable good to cane there~ 
from, and withmy personal felicitations and sincere grati- 

tude for the many courtesies received from Your Imerial 
Majesty, I now execute my delightful commission by respect- 
fully delivering the President's letter," 


HER IMPERIAL MAJESTY'S REPLY: 


* * oe 4. * * 


"It gives me more pleasure than I can tell you to 
receive Your Excellency here today in Imperial Audience 
and to receive from you the autograph letter of the Presi- 
dent so full of sincere and cordial sentiments, Our two 
countries have indeed been upon the most cordial relations 
for a long time, and I desire that the President of your 
Honorable Country will accept my best wishes that the 
State may be prosperous, and the people at peace; that 
he may always enjoy happiness, peace, and plenty. 

Your Deoellency has represented your Country lere 
for many years,.-and the impartiality which you have shown 
in dealing with affairs is indeed most admirable, I 
‘trust Your Excellency will transmit this expression of 
mutual good feeling to the President," 


INFORMAL REMARKS OF HER IMPERIAL MAJESTY: 
af (Presentation of her portrait for the President. ) 
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"T am indeed most gratified to receive this letter of 
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r that your President may 
ess, prosperity, health and 


. 4 re to present to the President apor- 
. r as an expression of the cordial relations 
. sting between us." 
~ | ie MR, -CONGER'S REPLY: 
ee: "I most heartily thank Your Imperial Majesty for 


Fi | your ktné words, and will at once transmit them to the 
President by 


preciated, I will take especial pride in forwarding 
. the portrait of Your Imperial Majesty to Washington, where 


3 


I am sure, they will be highly ap- : 


he ait. Gt 


it will certainly be received with great pleasure by the 
~ President and People," 


INFORMAL REMARKS OF HER IMPERIAL MAJESTY: 
esentation of her photograph to Mr. Conger, ) 


(Pr 


"Your Excellency's expressions of congratulation and 


good will are indeed most gratifying, and I desire to 


Perce i pp acini 


nc 


make Your Excellency a present of a pho tograph as a 


fr 
s 


special mark of favor, on account of the excellent record 


and the ability you have displayed. Also please accept my 


heartiest wishes for your happiness and prosperity." 


s 


> 


MR. CONGER'S REPLY: 


"I am most profoundly grateful to | Imperial Majes=- 


stinguished mark of personal considerat ion, 
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of Your Majesty's great Empire." 


Enclosure No, 5 in Despatch No. /74) 


(Photograph of Canopied Litter. ) 
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Enclosing draft for 


£7 


$8,000, payable to Warren Manufacturing Co. in 


November 17, 


tary of State. : LY 


part payment roofing material &c contract. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. : 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I enclose herewith draft on the Secretary of State 
for $8,000.00, payable to the order of the Wm. H. Warren 
Manufacturing Compatiy, of Chicago, which I will thank you 
to have delivered to them upon their furnishing yo trip- 
licate receipts therefor, stating that it is in part pay- 
ment on their contracts for roofing material, outside 
doors, sash, glass, ete., etc., for the new Legation 
buildings at Peking. Please retain one copy, to be filed 
with my next account, and mail the others hither, 

Contracts heretofore fully reported to the Department, 
were made with the above-named Company, to wit: 

One, for all roofing materials, galvanized 
irom cornice, outside doors, sash, etc., for $18,500; 
and another, for all glass, for $2,720.00. 

These goods have now, with the exception of chipped 
glass for the dining-room ceiling, all been received. 

On July 25th last a draft for $9,250.00 was sent to the 
~—_-gbevernamed Company, through J, W. Roberts, of San Fran- 
cisco, leaving a balance due them of $11,970.00, 

The roofing material and galvanized iron cornice, 
because of insecure packing, arrived here in a deplorably 

damaged 
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condition, the cost of restoring and repairing which 


will be very considerable; but the amount cannot be 
known until the work of putting it in place is finished. 
. A considerable amount of plate-glass has also arrived, 
badly broken, and it cannot be ascertained at once in 
what shape the other materials are; hence I have deemed 


it wise and just to retain a portion of the price agreed 


upon until the damaged material is repaired, the broken 


glass replaced, and that not yet shipped is received 
at which time balance of the payment will be made. 

I have written fully to the Wm. H. Warren Manufactur- 
ing Company, and directed them to apply to the Departzient 
of State for this draft of $8,000.00, 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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November 19, 1 


Received 3.52 A. M. 
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Interpreter to Consulate Tientsin leaves December 


“Shall I assign Clowe there? 
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Portrait of the Empress Dowager presented to 


the President shipped to the Department in care 
of Despatch Agent at San Francisco. 


(Referring to No. 1747 of 16th inst.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


¥ 


ovember 21, | 
The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

Referring to my despatch No. 1747 of November 16th, 

I am sending to Shanghai, by Mr, A. W. Bash, to be shipped 
by him to the Department of State, care of W. A. Cooper, 
United States Despatch Agent at San Francisco, a box con- 
taining the portrait of the Empress Dowager which she, at 
the Imperial Audience on the 12th instant, requested me to 
forward to the President. 

I have removed the glass for fear that it might get 
broken and damage the picture; but this can be readily 
replaced by another in Washington. 

The portrait was received at the Legation ina black 
wood box, lined with yellow silk, with a yellow silk cur- 
tain hanging over the front of the picture inside the box.. 
The box was encased in a well-fitted, yellow quilted silk 
case; and over all was spread an exquisitely embroidered 
cloth of imperial yellow, All this silk is being sent 
in the mail pouch in one bundle, accompanying this des- 


patch. They should all be replaced in, around, @id over 


the box, as above described, before it is shown to the 
esident in order that he may observe the Chinese 
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ORDASSTSECRE TARY 
bér 21, 


Subject: 
Student Interpreter Clowe assigned to duty at 
Consulate General, Tientsin. 


(Confirming telegrams exchanged) 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C, 


Sir: 


I confirm our telegraphic correspondence concerning 


the Student Interpreter, Mr. Clowe, as follows: 


Secstate 
Washington. 

19th. Interpreter to Cm sulate 
Tientsin leaves December first. Shall I 
assign Clowe there? 
(Signed) Conger. 


Conger, 

Peking. 
Assign Clowe to Tientsin. 
(Signed) ; 


MA A OR NBR Or etl ge 


In accordance with which, I have directed Mr. Clowe to 
report for duty to Consul General Ragsdale on the first 


~ 


of December next. 
Since all the other student interpreters already iH 
assigned have been designated as Vice Consul, Mr. Clowe 


, 


, ought to be -- and, I presume, will be -- appointed Vice : 


, 


Consul General at Tientsin. 
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I have the honor to be, Sir, 
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Your obedient servant, 
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Merk’s Office, November 22, 1904. 
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_ LEGATION 


Subj ect: 


Chinese Coinage reform. Transmitting trans- 


lations of two antagonistic memorials from H. Ky. 
Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of Hunan and Hupeh. 
(In continuation of No, 1745 of 14th inst. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
—— 7 PEKIN, CHINA. 


= 


| : ak ee | November 26, 1904. 


' 


The Honorable 
John Hay, : 
| -  Becretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
ontimuing the subject matter of my No. 1745 of Nov- 
ue 14th, I have the honor to transmit herewith transla- 
tions of two rather surprising memorials from His Excel- 
lency, Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of Hunan and Hupeh. 
The one, strong opposition to, and severe criti- 
cism of, the coinage proposals of Professor Jenks; and 
the other, asking permission to proceed at once iin his 
viceroyalty with the coinage of a silver tael. 
I am also sending copies to Professor Jenks. 


: It have the honor to be, Sir, | 


Your obedient servant, 


Pe 


hee 


ony te 


ne 


om frie The ie: gaa AB: 


Pete otis ape tr 


vs 


paged e 2 ie 


+} 
: 
s 
( 
; 
. 


rite itn TPES 


ovis via i 


Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of 
unan and Hupeh, Sanctioned by the Throne, 
Proposing the Coinage of a One Tael piece 
of ‘silver for er cireutation at first in Hunan 
and Hupeh, and, if successful there, for 
circulation generally and uniformly through- 
out the whole Empire. 


somocsscsceesss eee eres eee esses esses ss 
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Hitherto in China officials and people have all used 
silver bullion, there being everywhere a confusion of 
weights, and not by any means a general use of the Treas- 
ury Tael, and the various taels differing in fineness 
and having a variety of names, the result being that the 
cash dealers and brokers have taken advantage of the situ-~- 
ation to swindle, and by manipulating the rate make a 
profit, which is all detrimental to the interests of the 
people and of trade. We have recently entered into com- 
mercial treaties with several nations, providing that 
China should take steps to establish a uniform national 


coinage, stating clearly that the currency of the whole 
empire should be made uniform, and that this coinage 


nese subjects and by foreign residents of China, 


but that all Customs duties should continue to be calcu- 
lated and paid on the basis of the Haikuan Tael. This 
establishment of a national coinage is the most important 
consideration of the present time. But investigatin shows 
that the coins formerly minted by the various provinces of 


were all made in weight like the Mexican Ddlar, 
that 


Bi ape I pom 


ae 
Kamemctnet 


ago ht wane sity 


Wie ee 


een tne“ llagpe 


ieee 


ed 
I 


St Sa A striae aS 4, DE oneameimniaines 
18 AR ag A IR ’ tie ail 4 
: rite Bias Bt ST oe ee sa 
| tn Ee Cea ae eae es ' » 
ey kee aes aes a gd gh Am oe 
é Pent 7 
e., 
SF ee: Pt HK ee ae sa 
ye ae 
7 
a 


45h it Aches Wat Aes cits 2 ATID TASER oie 
25 ey EOE Dy ee “ ‘ “ 
vex te aie : 
ee ee Pe PSOE eT ee ye ee eT 


ety eae pres 


ove 


.o% dostaqeed al \ «0% eweolont 


% 2s grunt ott mov? betslans iT 
~600L ds? ‘todmevoul Yo 


* me te < ee ae se 
Bee ena ees + ae as eee 


to voteoltV ,arud-didd saedd To Leticmex 
,onceudiT eft vd benofttons® ,dequH bas nanuvi 
eoeia [esT enO 2 To snaniod ent unieogotd 
nanwH nt sent? Rage noftteiworto tot tevita To 
Y0oT ,ete wIeaesoove Ti .fns ,adequh bre 
faotd 3 ‘Lon calaw hee yiferenes sottailuotto 
.stiqnua elonw eit Ivo 


beaw Ile eved eigqosaq base aleloltto oo nt osiedd iH 


to motavtnoo z Srsdwy sve anted eteds potitod tevile 

-sse1T ait To oan ia teneg r ansem yne yd Jon bas ,aina iow 

seenentt mi nalisttib efeat evotitser eft bana .LeaT wis 

gaiited vineet ori? .semaa To ute tisv 2 anivad bre 

-~uvite eft To enetnavbs ceidet evat atsaiord bos eteoleeb daso. 

eit anivalugqinem yd DAS »Slbnatwe of naolwa 

[atnemiugeb Ife ai noitdw ,gfto1g 

moo ogni betes ne imeose!t evsnd oF »ebstt to bose slaosq 

sans gaibivorg , eanofisn I[setevee ag iw eelveo1s Iaelotcm 

fanolttan amotiny « dafidatee oJ eqese exist biluoda snitdo 

elodw att Te yore iis edd gates yineelo aanivata ,enenioo 

aids sans bow ,aryoting ebeam ed bluoce exrtqme 

{Is to treatved at téebmet Isust ebsn ed bivnoia 

tiod exttqm® ent stwodgwords anofjeniido tefhto bas eexae? 

-8nh) To sinebiaei aygis tot xd bre atosidue eaentdd ya 

sumisgmnoo Bblyodle esitub amosayd Ile Jans gud 

_feasT navtial edd to elaad edd mo bileq bas betal 

tastiog@nat teom edt alt esantoo Isnottan S to gremialidsses 

awofe midgegiteernt iva -octs Inmeeotg sot Io noliatsbiancs 

to ae onivotq avotteay eclt yd betnim ylieanot anfoo edd taaAd 

~telbd apotxeM adi eiatl tdintew mi sham ila etew entnd 
tants 


eS 


+) 


that is 5 12/00 of the Treasury ‘Teel; that there was fume rly 
ne proposal to make a uniform coinage, and that the "Drag- 
on Dollars" were designed for especial use in the various 
perte with the purpose of supplanting the imports of 


foreign coins, and not at all intended for adoption as a 
national currency. It was simply a seteeibars exp edient, 
Some years age Your Minister in conjunction with the Vice- 
roy, Liu K'un-i, submitted a joint memorial, in which we 
plainly stated that the ¢oins of 72/100 tael weight were 
so made to correspond with the foreign coins. And now 
that we have entered into treaties with the variws 


powers, providing for & uniform silver coinage, and since 


the Government has redently considered the whole question, 


and has made inquiries’ of foreigners, showing a fixed de- 


termination to investigate and settle the currency ques- 
tion, the matter becomes one of importance to int ernational 
trade and to the welfare of the people, a course that will 
lead to general prosperity, and we ought therefore to de- 
vise a different system that may be put into general opera- 


tion throughout the empire, and to $§he permanent adoption 


of which there will be no objections. Looking back we 
find that in the winter of the XXV Year of Kuanghst (1899- 
1900) it was just proposed to establish a mint at the 
Capital for the~coinage of dollars and the matter of the 


proper weight of the dollar was under consideration, and 


I-k'uang, Prince of Ch'ing, the Grand Council, the Board 
of Revenue, Shéng Hseflan-huai and myself all passed many 
telegrams to and fro inquiring and advising about the sub- 
ject. Last year when I was at the Capital the Financial 


Commi ss ion and ‘the Board of Revenue again consulted me as 


to this. I steadily advised that we should change to a 


coin 
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: coin " One Tael's weight, and those whe discussed the 

< erepesition were somewhat fearf J that a coin of One Tael 
weight would be difficult to ciréulate, but do they not 
know that every nation determines for itself its coinage, 
and that they do not imitate one another, All of China's 
taxes are reckoned in taels, mace, Candareens, 1i, etc. 
The numbers concerned with the land tax and the grain tax 
are most troublesome, as they contain, more than any 
others, small fractional amounts. The tax receipts of 
each district are not less than sveral hundred thousands 


in number, and the largest amount of the land and grain 


taxes paid by any one man is but several taels and mace, 


while the smallest are reckoned in mace, candareens, 1i, 


hao, ssu and hu,* the odd fractions being most troublesome. 
If the taels are ‘to be changed into dollars, it will be 
difficult to make the reckoning. If we reckon somewhat 
broadly (i.e. allowing for the fractions) then the Cus- 
todian of the Granary will say that we have increased 

the tax and most certainly will make trouble; and, if we 
go too much to the other extreme (i.e. cut out the frace- 
tions), the little shortages added together will amount to 
@ considerable sum, and what Department or District Magis-. 
trate will be Willing to make good the loss? In any case 
there will be obstruction and certainly it will be diffi- 
cult to get the system generally adopted throughout the 
empire. Taking the people of the whole empire into con- 
sideration, their payments of silver to the officials 

are mostly for the land and grain taxes. This is the 


- A mace is a tenth of a tael; a candareen a tenth of a 

mecef a li a tenth of a candareen; a hao a tenth of a 1i; 

su a tenth of a hac, and # hu a tenth of esi; that a 
milliont rt of a Chinese ounce or tael. 
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| most numerous class of persons and the sums of silver in- 


volved are the most troublesome. Unless the lend and 
grain tax be changed, therefore, the talk of a uniform 
currency for the whole counts is but empty speech. My 
humble opinion is that in now devising a uniform silver 
currency for the whole empire we ought to make a one tael 
Piece the unit, and that in payments and collections the 
eoins should be reckoned as though of pure silver (i.e. 
at their face value). I find that other nations have 
their own currencies, whether using the Pound, the Mark, 
the Franc, or the Rouble, and do not imitate one another; 
and that, within the limits of any state, both its own 
subjects and the merchants of other countries who come 
there to do business are required to use the national cur- 
rency; that only the Government is permitted to fix the 
fineness and pattern, which secures general confidence, 
and that, in receiving and paying, the coins are taken 
uniformly as though of pure silver (i.e. at their face 
@alue), and that the mercantile classes dare not on any 
account refuse compliance with the arrangement for their 
free circulation. If all the provinces adopt and all 
know that the new national currency is to be talm in and 
paid out at its face value, as if of pure silver, all will 
understand tick casvent ence of the system and will never 
again be willing to use silver bullion, and the reg@hlt 
will be that the use of silver bullion will be entirely 
abandoned. In this sort of currency there is of course 
no difference between silver at 90% fineness and the 

pure silver, If we settle the question now and, while 
calling it a national currency, still imitate the fineness 
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and oe of the Mexican Dollar, making a eels of 72/100 
of the Treasury Tael as a unit, inasmuch as Mexicans 
have been accumlating for years past and hold the market 
: China will find it difficult under the circumstances by 
the exercise of her authority to prevent their continued 
use, Moreover, if we establish a national currency 
there will be needed each year for the use of the Gevern- 
ment andthe transactions of merchants more than 


100,000,000, But the various mints at the most can only 


coin some tens of millions, Our minting capaci ty is 


limited, but the number of Mexicans that may be brought 
from abroad is unlimited, and there will be no preventing — 
the use of the Mexicans to supply the shortage in the sup 
ply of the mational coin. The loss from this cause will 
daily grow and the evils will be without limit. On no 
account must we adopt such a method, Your Minister 

has turned the matter over and over, If there be no 
genuine experiment made, and we merely trust to discussian 
and empty conjecture, doubts will multiply, difficulties 
grow, and objections be endless; there will be no con~- 
sensus of opinion, If the Financial Commission goes to 
minting coins and putting them into circulation, once 

the regulations are settled and announced to the prov~ 
inces, if there should any obstacle arise, it will be 
difficult to make any change; there will be no turning 
back, There is nothing better than for one of the prov- 
inces to take up the matter experimentally. The condi- 
tions there will be comparatively easy to adjust. § For- 
merly China did not herself coin any silver, and such 
coins were never used in public funds. It Was when 
Your Minister was in Canton that he, as the first, sub- 

mitted 
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oy mitted @ memorial proposing the coinage by way of experi- 


ment, which was quite successful, so that it gradually 
extended. I now propose that permission be given to 

coin at once innthe viceroyalty of Human and Hupeh a sil- 
ver coin of one tael's weight to be first put into circuba~ 
tion experimentally; the feeling of the merchants and 


people toward it will be noted, and inquiry will be made 
also as to its treatment among the merchants of the various 
nations, what advantages or disadvantages there may be in 
paying it out or taking it in, and, if it finds general 
circulation, I shall then memorialize and request that 
the Imperial Commands be issued to the Board of Revenue 
to make plans for its general adoption, that the whole 
empire may be benefitted. If however the coin put into 
circulation (in Hupeh and Hunan), does not meet with gen- 
eral acceptance then Hupeh hust call them in and coin 
something else. Hupeh will also make good any losses 
for wages, meltage, minting, etc., but such loss will 
not amount to much, and from this experiment we shall be 
able to learn what the weight of China's coin out to be, 
at what rate it ought to be exchanged (for cash) and the 
difficulties in the way of its circulation, advantages 
and disadvantages, and we shall be able to come to some 
conclusion. I-now propose that in this experimental 
coinage we should have four kinds of coins; the largest 
to be the weight of one tael Treasury Standard, the seconi 
of five mace, the next of one mace*; the inscription to 
be "Silver Currency of the Ta Ch'ing", as on the silver 
dollars formerly coined, the Manchu inscription to be in 
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the middle of the coin, the Chinese circling around it; 

as for the rest, the inscription in a foreign language, 

the name of the provinée, the date, Weight, the dragon 
design and other decoration, to be just the same as on 
the dollars formerly minted. No matter whether receiving 
or issuing them, they are to pass at the value of the 
Hupeh Treasury Tael**, as though of pure silver. Their 
receipt and issue shall be under the direction of the offi- 
cial Cash Mint, s0 as to put a stop to the unlawful prac-~- 
‘tices of yamen clerks in picking and choosing so as to 
extort money, All subj ects in paying their taxes, cus- 
toms dues, likin, or other contributions, and all Depart~- 
ment and District Magistrates in forwarding money due to 
the Provincial Treasurer, the Taot'ai, or the treasury 

of any bureau must uniformly reckon these coins at the 
walue of the Provincial Treasury Tael. There is nothing 
in this to interfere with former regulations. If the 

old regulations require the making good of losses from 
meltage, cost of transport etc., this must still be done, 
so that the various officials, clerks, runners may not be- 
come too obstructive, But the mercantile classes and 
people shall not be required to bear any new charge in 

the way of compensation for waste (i.e. meltage, transport, 
etc.). As soom as all the provinces adopt the scheme 

it must be permitted in sending the provincial contribu- 
tions to the Treasury of the Board of Revenue, to pay a 
part in this coinage to serve as pay for the troops. 

There will be a slight deduction from each coin to cover 
the cost of minting, meltage, etc, from which there will 


accrue 


ed et 


** The weight of the Hupeh Treasury Tael is 554.7 grains; 
fineness 967; pure silver 556.4 gr. The Imperial Kup'ing 
(Treasury) Taels 100 = Hupeh Treasury Tls. 106.9953. 
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accrue a profit of a few hundredths of a tael, which must 
of course be carefully calculated and whatever profit 
there may be must be reported and turned over to the 


Board of Revenue in order to a complete settlement of 
aecounts. As to the coins of 72/100 tael weight, hereto- 


” fore minted in various provinces and the Mexican Dollars 


in circulation among the people, their number is large 
and their use should be still allowed, but the new coins 
of a tael's weight shall have a uniform value (in cash), 
while the old dollars, similar in style 


and weight to the 
Mexican and of varying fineness, in being exchanged for 
cash must be allowed to take the natural course and follow 
the rise and fall of the market, and must be kept entirely 
distinct from the new Imperial Coinage, ther use being 


upon an entirely different footing. Nor will there be 

any loss suffered on this account by the various provin- 
cial mints through the labor and capital invested in: their 
coinage, as it will not be necessary to call in their 


coins for re-minting, lest the merchants and people should 


become suspicious and #"xious and the markets be disturbed. 

Moreover these coins made after a foreign pattern differ 

greatly from the proposed standard Imperial coin in weight 

and value, and this will be more than enough to lead the 

merchants and people to greatly prefer the Imperial coin-~ 
age and sheerfally assist in its circulation, 

Besides directing the official Cash Mint to carefully 
and satisfactorily manage the affair, by way of experiment 
at first, after which, as in duty bound, I shall from time 
to time report upon the success of the scheme, I now sub~ 
mit this supplementary memorial, praying that Your Majes- 
ties will graciously consider it and direct the Board to 
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Memorial reverently submitted. 
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Enclosure No, 2 In Despatch Ho./)5/ 


Translation from the Jih Jih Hein 
of Tientsin, Wov. 13, 15, 16, 1904, 
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Chang, Viceroy of 0 (I.e. Hupeh & Hunan) 
memorializes against tiie Plans of the 
American Commissioner, Hon, J. W. Jenks, 
that China should change to a Gold Currency 
: ; on the ground that such change would not 
only be useless but harmful. 


This detailed memorial is submitted, respectfully 
setting forth that, in the humble opinion of your memori- 
alist, the empty fixing of the rate of gold exam ange and 
the change to a gold currency are unsuited to the present 
conditions in China, and would not only be without advan- 
tage, but positively harmful, and that, no matter whether 


euthority be given to foreigners or not, the plans ought 


not to be carried out, and memorialist reverently prays 


the gracious consideration of Your Majesties. 
Your Minister would humbly observe that Hon. J, W. 


Jenks, the Amertcan Commissioner on International Exchange 


having come to China to discuss and settle the rate of ex- 


change between gold and silver, when I returned in the 


Second Moon from Peking to Wuchang, I found that Mr. Jenks 


had been waiting for some time at Hankow. 


Being anxious for an interview, he proposed a date 


for a conference. Later I received him, and had two con- 
versations with him, To all the statements of the said 


foreign 
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foreign official, which branched off in various directions, 


s Your Minister opposed his queries, taking them up one by | 
one, but the said foreign official Was unable to make a 
definite reply to these various objections, except to say 
dn a confused way that his opinions, for the most part, 
were identical with mine, ahd that later, when the plans 
should be decided upon, provision might also be made in 
them for the matters about which I was concerned, after 
satisfactory consideration of them, Now Your Minister 
has read the pamphlets which he sent, "Suggestions Regard- 
ing a New Monetary System for China", "Considerations Re- 
garding a New Monetary System for China", and the supple- 
mentary suggestions sent, all of which are full of empty 
boasting, and all so dangerous that I can not keep back 
my fears, and have presumed reverently to express them 
asenty to my Sovereign. Your Imperial Majesties, Empress 
Dowager and Emperor, 

I presume to think that the financial administration 
of any state is intimately related to the very life of the 
state. Every nation on the round globe, no matter wheth- 
er strong or weak, if only it be an independent state, 
will on no account cause men of another nationality to 
take control of its financial administration, and still 
more will not make it possible for men of all nationalities 

. to interfere in it. Wow I find in Mr. Jenks' Suggestions 
that No. 1 says: "The Chinese Imperial Govermment to 
take effective steps, satisfactory to a majority of the 
indemnity treaty powers, to establish a general monetary 
system, "; that No. 3 sage: "In pursuance of this plan, 
the Chinese Government to appoint a foreign Controller 
of the Currency, who shall have general charge of the sys-~- 
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tem for sacra he to have acceptable associates in charge 


of the mint or of such work as the Controller of the Cur- 


y may prescribe, *; that No. 4 says: "The Controller 
| to make monthly reports in detail of the condition of the 
currency, including amounts in circulation, loans, drafts 
on foreign credits, ete.; his accounts (but not those of 
the Chinese Government ) to be open to inspection by ac- 
credited representatives of the powers interested in the 
indemnity. If the Chinese Government shall consider this 
@ good plan, the said Controller of the Currency shall 
have the right of suggestion and recommendation;" that 
Wo. 13 provides that "provision shall be made far banking 
regulations, permitting bank notes, kept at par with the 
legal tender currency, to be issued by an Imperial Bank 
or by other reliable banks under the supervision of the 
Controller;" and No, 17 suggests that "The Controller 
and the representatives of the powers should be am thorized 
to recommend economic reforms to the Imperial Government.” 
‘His Suggestions simply amount to a proposal to put 
the whole financial administration of China entirely into 
the hands of the one official whom he calls the Con troller 
of the Currency, not even leaving a remnant behind; but, 
as other powers may have something to say about the plan, 
he uses the phrase, "satisfactory to a majority of the 
indemity treaty powers"; and again, "accounts to be open 
to inspection by representatives of the powers inte ested 
in the inaeendity;* and a third time, “representatives of 
the powers to be authorized to recommend economic reforms 
to the Chinese Government." From this it would almost 
seem as if China were but the public market place of all 
nations in common, and it were not at all necessary to 
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ask to whom the sovereignty belonged, When imperiousness 
tainly beyond all reason, However, the injurious charac- 
ter of his plans is still more evident to the eyes of all, 


d-ness go to this extreme, they are cer~ 


so that it is not necessary to wait for the annoying rep- 
resentations of Your Minister, What I find most diffi- 
cult to explain is that he pikoposes to force the new sil~« 
ver coinage to be exchanged for gold at the rate of 32 to 
1, and extravagantly talks of our being able to secure a 
profit on seigniorage, amounting to as much as 20 per cent, 
offering this as a further inducement to China. Now, if 
the rate of gold exchange which he fixes at o2 to l may 
-be generally obtained in other countries as well as in 
‘China. then China may in making her payments on the in- 


demnity to the various powers, reckon them at this rate, 
which will be perfectly fair to both sides, But Mr. 
Jemks' silver coinage which is to have its gold walue 
fixed at the rate of 52 to 1 is to be limited to its cir~ 
culation + our own country, and when drafts are sold 
abroad to buy gold, the Controller must take his chances 
at the time in getting a rate. In the supplementary 
suggestions sent he states clearly thatthis silva coinage 
is to circulate in China both in collections and in pay- 
ments at the rate of 32 to 1, but that if the dollars 
should be sent abroad to make payments in foreign countries 
they will circulate there only at the price of the stiver 
bullion contained, which will be at about 40 to 1, His 
plan is simply that Chinese merchants shall be compelled 
to sell to the Chinese Government for 52 Taels am ounce 
of gold which in the market is worth 40 Taels; and while 
foreign merchants may come to China and for 32 Taels of 
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pilver buy an ounce of gota, when Chinese silver is sent 
abroad to make gold payments, it must still be exchanged 
at the rate of 40 tol, Wot only is he seeking too great 
‘a profit, but the plan which he would establish is alto~- 
gether too umreasonable. It is certain the people will 
not submit and the plan the refore will certainly not. 
@perate. As to compelling submission, that will merely 
be using a drag-net to steure wal Gh of the people irland 
for the Goverment, and scraping off the profits of the 
Chinese Government to drain them abroad. Moreover the 
telegraph brings reports of the condition of the mar ket 
and the rate of exchange between the gold pound and silver 
bars every-where within and without the four seas, and 
they are printed in the siniendpers. If it be desired to 
purchase dear gold at a cheap rate, then the people will 
take their articles of gold which they have been hoarding 
and the Chinese merchants will take the gold which they — 
have just obtained from the mines and will sell it at a 
better price to foreign merchants to be shipped abroad, 
Who will be willing to sell to the officials at the lower 
rate? Thus as to his desire to secure 20% seignic age 
profit, there is no way to get it out of the gold rate, 

~ If it be desired to arbitrarily give the silver coinage 
an artificial value above its bullion value, and in the 
pagnerits made by officials people are to be compe lled to 
accept 32 taels of silver as worth in gold an equivalent 
of 40 taels of silver, then the people must take their 52 
Taels' worth of goods or wages and advance their prices 
to 40 Taels; both sides will mutually swindle earth other 
and one fiction will offset the other; it will be mre 


useless labor without any corresponding benefit. 80 
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that, if it be desired to secure the 20% seigniorage 
profit from the silver coinage, that too will be impossible 
| As to his proposal to establish agencies abroad for 


the sale of gold drafts, I cannot presume to say whether 
or not foreign merchants will accept them, but we shall 
have to make a large loan first at a heavy discount to se~- 


cure gold pounds for deposit, arid when the time canes for 

repayment, we shall have shwoaske sabteiad a heavy Loss, 

_ Moreover, the banks of all nations are everywhere iin China 
engaged in making ‘profit out of exchange; this is sb so 

lutely certain, Now, if we should desire to establish 
branch offices of exchange to seize this profit, they 
would be sure to combine together to squeeze us. Their 
strength is moat and their influence extensive. Our 
strength is feeble and our influence small. How then 


can we be able to contend with them? Since we are with- 


out capital, our influence is small, and for China, one 
nation, to expect to fix the rate of exchange and capture 
the bills of exchange of all nations, piling up profits 
to the heavens and wielding the power of tientenine and 
loosening (the market) -~- this is certainly the road to 
3 failure, There is another point which Your Minister 
would bring forward. Everybody notices that the price 
of gold is daily advancing. I do not know why China 
should be willing to remain a nation without any will of 
her own, paying indemnities, borrowing foreign capital, 
and buying foreign machinery, but so long as she does, 
the high price of gold, so far as these things are especi-~ 
ally concerned, will certainly be injurious, If she de- 
sires to be an independent state, developing her commerce, 
encouraging native production, and promoting the est. ab- 
lishment of mamfacturing industries throughout the Empire, 
although 
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although the price of gold may be high, the injury will 

be slight, and her profits great, and there will be nothing 
to fear, The fact that gold is dear and silver cheap is 
a disadvantage so far as the payment of the indemnity is 


concemed, but so far as Chinese trade is concerned it 
will be an advantage. Foreign merchants buy Chinese 
products for silver, and shipping them to foreigm countries A 
sell them for gold, Gold being dear and silver cheap 

the capital invested in this export trade will be light. 
Their capital in this export trade being light, their 
profits are great. Their profits being great, the ex~ 
‘port of native commodities will daily increase. The 
Chinese nivchmnte buying foreign goods must pay for them 
in gold, and shipping them inland must sell them for sil- 
ver, Gold being dear and silver cheap, the price of 
these foreign goods must advance, The price of f@ eign 
goods being increased, it will be difficult to secure a 
profit upon them, and the import of foreign goods will 

be comparatively reduced, This hindering the import of 
foreign goods and encouraging the export of native prod- 
ucts is the very first and most important principle of 
political economy, the commom doctrine of all nations 

on the’ globe, fixed and unalterable as the revolution of 
the un end moon. As to the effects of the dearness 

_ 0f gold and cheapness of silver, although the indemnity 
will be increased by two or three millions each year, yet 
the gains of the mercantile classes through export of 
native goods abroad will be increased by twenty or thirty 
millions, and there are other advantages not apparent 

(to the ordinary observer) which already amount to consid~ 


erable. Moreover, the increase of the exports brings an 
increase in tthe customs revenue, so that hereafter when 
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the likin shall be abolished, from the export duty to be 
4 fixed at 1-1/6 it may be estimated that there will be 


added in round ‘numbers something like two millions, just 


about off-setting (the loss from the increase in the in- 
demnity), and, under present circumstances with the likin 
“still in force, giving a surplus over and above the off- 
‘set to the increase in the indemnity, For instance the 
‘duty on tea at Hankow has been lightened to the extent of 
over Tis .500, 000 per annum, but the exports of this arti- 
cle have daily increased so that the customs receipts are 
still some two millions, really more than during the years 
before the tax was reduced, and an investigation of the 
conditions leads one to believe that there will be a still 
larger increase in the future, which is reliable proof 
of what I have said. As to the imports of foreign goods 
the provisions of the treaties with regard to vessels en- 
gaged in foreign trade have everywhere been made easier 
recently, making foreign trade more profitable, so that 
the trade of merchants of all nations, whether those of 
large or small capital is daily improving and they now 
flock to China in numbers increasing from day to day and 
growing from year to year. When the war in Manmuria is 
over their prosperity will be evident at once. But sim- 
ply because of the rise in the price of gold the increase 
ae foreign exports and the consequent improvement in the 
circumstances of foreign merchants will probably be slow- 
ly retarded, so that there is no occasion for alarm, and 
should the import of foreign goods be so dimigished as to 
reduce the revenue from import duties, there will st ill 
more be no occasion for anxiety. 

According to the statement of Mr. Jenks, foreign 
merchants are so unwilling to release capital for invest- 
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ment in China that foreign imports will fall off, and, 


‘while exports given in exchange must somewhat decrease, 
we understand hi st recently foreign merchants have been 
| id that the great advance in the price of gold would 


check the consumption of foreign goods in China, md that 
on this account the whole group of foreign merchants have 
been ridiculing the foreign bankers; disputing with then, 
‘and urging them not to advance the gold rate. 

I hear too that the Silver Party in the United States 
does not regard the extraordinary advance in the price of 
gold as proper, and therefore there has recently been a 
slight return of the gold rate toward more normal condi- 
Mele. There is really no reason to fear that the price 
of the gold pound will advance beyond Tls.9,00; but, if 
it should there will be an deerince of exports and a con- 
 pequent increase in the amount of the export duties. 

Again to act in accordance with his suggestion that 
the people should be oa, ee use the new coinage in 
discharge of old debts would be still more outrageous and 
unreasonable, Now the use of the new coinage at its ar- 
bitrarily fixed artificial value in payment of new debts 
could not perhaps be kept up very long with its too great 
over-valuation, and it is to be feared it would not find 
general acceptance, but to force its acceptance in dis~ 
charge of old debts also, this, as soon as attempted, would 
cut off all chance of borrowing by the merchants through- 
out the provinces of China, confuse accounts, lead to 
bankruptcy and quarrelling over the robbery, and all hongs 
and resident and travelling merchants would pee up their 
business. Poor people are of course poor, but for the 
rich also to become <a: nid tate would at once cause great 
disturbances, Not only would there be no twenty per cent, 
| profit, 
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pr fit, but it is probable sant there would be ten per 
“gent. loss instead. 
oi Moreover what he ealls seigniorage is entirely too 
extortionate. “The large and Small silver coins are never 
made entirely of pure silver, The dollars may be alloyed 
: to the extent of one-tenth with a mixture of copper and 


lead, and the small pieces to the extent of a little more 
than ten per cent, But the officials mint them and the 
people use them, ‘more especially the dollars, and after 
deducting wages, meltage, and minting expenses, there 

is not much profit from the eotnage of the dollars. How= 
ever, profit of this sort from the seigniorage, although 
small, is in its character unobjectionable, of benefit to 
the government and not injurious to the people, so that 
the silver coinage finds uniform currency throughout the 
empire, satisfactory alike to those who pay and those 

who receive, Since the number of coins minted during the 
past twenty years has been large, the profit from this 
source has been considerable, a profit belonging of right 
to the Government, It is a matter well understood; there 
has been no deception in it, and it has been managed in 

a practical Way and to the general satisfaction, and it 
has not been necessary to put a foreigner in control nor 
for the nent to squeeze and oppress the people. 

But according to the proposal under discussion the gold 
rate which among the people is accepted as forty is to 

be forcibly reduced by the Government to 32 and the dif- 
ference of 8 setate is to be designated as seigniorace. 
This ie but & rousdeabout way of swindling péople, and, 
having the character of forcible extortion, why should it 
be called seigniorage? Now, if, as he asserts/ there be . 
a real profit of twenty per cent, in the coinage of money, 
the 
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aS ies foreign powers, clever in their calculations, 


i the richest and most powerful of states, and therefore 


| ‘having the capital at hand and having the needed power, 

tea all make the coinage of money the first and largest 
mn in the financial administration of the governme nt, 
and sit down and receive their twenty per cent. prorit 
and be satisfied; why should they in addition levy and 
collect various kinds of taxes, seek to premete all kinds 
of industries, and open ports of trade everywhere? He 

is deluding China too greatly, As to putting this sil- 

ver coinage into general circulation, those thoughtless 
people who are fond of Western methods are all urging 
the adoption of his plan, Your Minister is stupid; he 
cannot consider this to be right. Investigation shows 
that foreign commerce flourishes, the goods of foreign 
countries dear, the occupations of their people mitable, 
and for their daily expénditure; consequently, previous 
to a hundred years ago they used silver chiefly or silver. 
and gold together, During the past hundred years t he 
nations of Europe using gold exclusively have gradually 
increased in number, and, during the last thirty years, 
they have all followed in the exclusive use of gold. For 
their trade has daily increased, their use of money has 
daily enlarged,-and their goods day by day grown dearer 
until suddenly we find that there is scarcely a single 
article or a single meal that can be bought for a number 
of dimes, Among the middle classes there is not a man 
whose daily expenses amount to as Aittle as a dollar; 
therefore it is more convenient to use gold, In China 
it is different; the people are poor, and their goods 
cheap. Workmen and servants gain but little. The four 


classes 
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classes of people (i.e., scholars, farmers, artisans 
and merchants) are frugal in their living, so that their 
daily expenses are reckoned in cash, Among the poor the 
cost of one man! 8 food for one day is but 20 cash", among 
the middle classes 60 or 70 cash*, At the treaty ports 
along the sea coast and in tle Yang~-tze Valley silver 
bullion and silver dollars are both used, but inland, 


dealers in native produce, both wholesale and retail, keep 


their accounts in cash, and although large transactions 
aré reckoned in Taels, yet generally speaking the cash is 
the unit of value, Throughout tihe region of the two 
Kuang, through Yamnan and Kueichou, and in Kiangsu and 
Chekiang, at the sea-ports and in the market towns, about 
70 or of the people use silver and 20 to 30% use cash, 
Proceeding up the Yangtze, in the river ports and the mar- 
ket towns on the north and south banks of the river they 
use both silver and @ash, but going inland north and south 
of the river we find that in the Department and District 
cities more silver is used than cash until we come to the 
Yellow River, north and south of which in every prov ince 
99% of the people use cash and only one or two per cent 
use silver, Taking the whole empire of China into con- 
sideration while silver and cash are both used, the places 
where copper onak are used are ten times as numeraus as 
those where sea-ver is employed, 

fo sum up, the Chinese Government generally reckons 

in silver, but the majority of the people still keep their 
accounts in cash. So, although foreigners call China a 
silver-using country, as a matter of fact, it is a copper- 
using country, and not to be compared with foreign coun- 
tries where goods are dear, wealth great, and where it is 


convenient to use gold. Under present circumstances in 
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China, if it were desired to introduce a gold coinage, 
not only is there but little gold to be minted] but, even 
if there were gola to mint, it would not be suitable. 
Moreover Mr, Jenks’ proposal is not that China should her~ 
self*mint gold coins, but to arbitrarily fix a rate of 


gola exchange in order to give a higher value to the new 
silver coinage, and forcibly compel the merchants in the 

- country to accept and use it, which would be a violent 
proceeding and certainly difficult to carry out. Msreever 
the forcible reduction of the price of gold here would 

: drive, out of the country to be sold to foreigners. And 
then in addition to send silver abroad to buy foreigh 
gola at foreign market rates, to pay the indemnity, this 
would be still more unreasonable. It is desired to se~ 
cure a just gold rate in order to calculate the payments 
on the indemnity, but to make a fair rate in China and 
not to make the gold rate abroad fair, would be useless, 
Such an order would call for regulations and penalties, 
and the whole country would be thrown into confusion, and 
this method of paying the indemnity would not be of even 
the slightest advantage. Why then should we go to all 
this trouble? 

| As to the present plan to have a uniform currency, 
we have already agreed upon certain definite provisions 
in the Commercial Treaties with several Powers, and cannot 
but take the matter up at once, But for a change to a 
‘gold currency the (financial) strength of the goverment 
is insufficient, and moreover, such a currency would be 
unsuitable to China's circumstances, and on no account 
ought we thus to make unnecessary trouble for ourselves. 
If without any gold coins it be desired to issue empty 


notes 
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to be used as a gold currency; and if we should by force 


of authority succeed in putting these thousands, tens of 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of empty silver notes 
with an artificial value into circulation among the people, 
the injury would not be small, for, having no real coin 
behind them, they would not be genuine notes, and their 
circulation would of necessity be blocked. As they 
should decline in value, they would be disposed of private- 
ly at a discount, The silver coins would still be ex- 
changed (for gold) by the mercantile classes at 40 to 1, 
and these paper notes without any basis in gold or sil~ 
ver would fall far below this in value. Their condition 
would be like the paper notes issued in the closing years 
of the Southern Sung Dynasty, or like those issued at 
various times during the Chin, Yaan, and Ming Dynasties, 
or like the notes of the Board of Revenue, issued during 
the reign, Hsien-feng, falling in value and becoming more 
and more worthless, and there would be no place where the 
depreciation would stop. In payments to officials they 
would be received at regulation value, but the people 
would use them only at their market value, and at such a 
time clever merchants of large capital, both Chinese and 
Yoreigners, would buy up these notes in fragmentary lots 
at a low valuation, and, would secure payment of the whole 
lot in gold at their full face value, from this evil 
practice the Government would perhaps suffer embarrassment 
and be unable all at once to make payment, which would be 
@ very dangerous situation. All the more therefore 
should we not undertake to experiment with such a system. 
It is my uuie opinion that at the present time we 
should 
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should confine ourselves at the start simply to the use 


of silver and copper coins and endeavor to get a uniform 
system into successful operation, and afterwards determine 
a fixed rate of exchange between the silver and copper 
coins, limiting the number of cash to be given for each 
tael of silver, If this can be accomplished, it will 


result in great benefit both to the Government and the 
step by step. When the currency of the whole empire shall 
have become uniform, and the silver and copper coins are 
following a fixed rate of exchange, the use of silver 
bullion will be gradually smentiued, prohibitions of the 
use of gold in the manufacture of clothing may be gradu- 
ally enforced, the output of the gold mines will steadily 
increase, and after twenty years, the railways being in 
general operation, the silver currency being in success< 
ful use, the demand for native products will grow, factor- 
ies using machinery will increase in the interior, the 
revenues from trade in all the provinees will daily en~ 
large, and all articles of food and common use will ad~ 
vance in price, farmers, weaving women, foresters, and 
all laborers and servants will receive inereased wages, 
and the use of silver money in the interior will daily 
extend. If at that time an examination of the situa- 
tion indicates that we ought to change and consider the 
use of gold money, we can deliberate as to making the 
experiment, and it will not be too late, After fifty 
years the circulation of the (Imperial currency) will 
have greatly extended and China, having already become a 
silver-using country, can of course adopt the use of gold 
coins also, At this time we can only lay upon the prov- 
si incial 
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“dneial authorities the duty of encouraging and extending 


profitable industries to advance the welfare of the people, 
‘to open more gold mines so as to collect gold with which 
to make coin, as the first step toward the use of gold 

| at a later day. Thus we shall be ‘able, to some extent, to 
prevent all the profit going abroad, and still preserve 
our independence. As to Mr. Jenks’ scheme, enticing us 
with the bait of a profit from seigniorage which does not 
exist, and seising the virtual control of our financial 
administration, it is a most hurtful plan, and one that 
Will inflict great damage, As to the underhanded in- 
crease of the indemnity by reckoning it in gold, that is 
but a Single piece of misfortune for China, but, if to 
meet the deficit so caused, we impoverish all the mer- 
chants of the empire and anger the people, and ae addi- 
tion to this turn the financial administration over to 
others, so that we fall never to rise, we shall have in~ 
vited trouble to ourselves, and of our own accord put 
ourselves in a position of danger. | Such a method can 
never be adopted, My humble opinion is that the Court 
Ought to carefully consider and decide upon each point 
and not on aay scocent be willing to rush lightly into an 
experiment. As to the fact that Mr. Jenks has come as a 
Commissioner of the American Government, the relations 
between China find the United States have been most friend- 
ly for a long time, and I think that Mr. Jenks' sugges- 
tions have been put forth in good faith with a view to 
the interests of China's financial administration, as a 
clever scheme to enable her to meet her deficit, and not 
at all as a plan for his own advantage; but he does not 
thoroughly understand the conditions in China, and so it 
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ens that there are many objections to the scheme, 
important thing is that we shall ourselves consider 
the advantages and disadvantages, and ourselves weigh and H 
‘decide, As I write this memorial I learn that Mr. Jenks a 
has already left Peking and gone back to the United | 
States, But there is more than one foreigner planning 
to get control of China's financial administration, and 


I fear there are not,a few Chinese, who, moved by the 
talk of foreign ecuntriés using gold, and wearisome in 
their sycophancy and desire to imitate, would recklessly 
try the experiment, in the hope that by good luck great 
advantage may be obtained. Your Minister in submitting 
this memorial does so not alone with reference to Mr. 
Jenks, and not alone with reference to the matter of a 
gold currency, but with reference also to those who may 
hereafter perchance introduce the suggestion of using 
baseless notes as a gold currency, and with reference too 
to those foreigners who may tempt us with large profits 
but with a real intention to obtain control over us and 
cut off the sources of our wealth, and I propose to ask 
that orders be issued to the Board of Foreign Affairs, 
the Financial Commission, and the Board of Revenue to 
issue a plain statement to the public, and with straight~ 
forward arguments oppose such specious proposals. This 
will be fortunate for the Government and conduce to the 
welfare of the people, Since Your Minister has had some 
experience he is deeply grieved over the danger, and can 


not contain himself. He cannot but submit this detailed 
memorial and pray for it the gracious consideration of 
Your Imperial. Majesties. 


Reverently submitted, 
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er to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


Question of decoration by Chinese Government 


of Americans negotiating Treaty of Oct.8, 1903. 


closing copies of correspondence with Foreign 


Office. 
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| OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 


Enclosing copies of self-explanatory correspondence 


between the Poreign Office and this Legation, concerming 
the decoration by the Chinese Government of the Amricans 


engaged in the negotiations of the Treaty signed at Shang- 


ata 


pers Ss 


+ 
, 


anrty oe a 


2 pie 


hai October 8, 1903, I have the honor to be, Sir, 


ICP 


our obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 
Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger, Nov. 25, 1904. 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing, Nov. 25, 1904. 
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Enclosure Wo. / ‘In Despatch W0./752 
Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger. 
(¥,.0.No.765,). 


T have the haner to state that my Board is in receipt. 
of a telegram from the Commercial Treaty Commissioner say- 
ing that Mr. Goodanow, the American Consul General at Shang- 
hai, had spoken to him personally saying hig the Chinese 
Government had already bestowed the order of "Pao Hsing" 
upon all the Japanese officials who assisted in negotiat- 
ing the Treaty, and the Americans should be treated like- 
wise, and he called attention to this in making his re- 
quest. But ifthe Poreign Office asks for the bestowal 


of this decoration upon Mr. Goodnow, they must also in- 
clude His Excellency Mr, Conger, Mr. John Seamans, and 

the Interpreters Mr. J. R. Hykes and Mr, Paul Bar chet. 

We are asked, therefore, to find out whether or not the 
conferring of such deccrations would meet with your ap- 
proval. 

It seems that heretofore Americans have not accepted 
the order of Pao Hsing, but in this instance, the negoti- 
ating of the treaty was indeed a most commendable act, 
and it becomes my duty to write and nor Your Excellency 
to consider the matter, and send reply as to whether or 
| not the decorations would be received, that we may reply 
to the ec mercial Treaty Commissioner, 

I take the occasion to wish you the compliments of 
the day. 


Cards enclosed, 


Tenth Moon, 17th Day. 23, 1904.) 
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“Miclosure i In piepatels No.2 52, 
, Conger to Prince Ch'ing. 
 (¥,0.No.739.) 


American Legaticn, Peking, November 25th, 1904. 


Your Imperial Highness: 

I have the honor to ao knowledge the rinse of Your 
Imperial Highness' note of the ‘R34, inet. saying that you 
were in receipt of a telegram from the Commercial Treaty 
Commissioners to the effect that Mr. Goodnow, the American 
Sonsul General at Shanghai, had suggested that, as the 
Vetrens Government had corfferred the decoration of the 
Order of the Double Dragon vpon all the Japanese officials 
who assisted in negotiating the Commercial Treaty with 
Japan, the Americans who assisted in negotiating the 
treaty with the United States ought to be treated in a 
like manner. The telegram further stated that Mr. Sea- 
man, Dr, Hykes, and Dr. Barchet, with myself, shold be 
included in any application for the decoration, and 
Your Highness asks me to consider the matter and say 
whether or not the decorations would be acespted. 

In reply I have the honor to state to Your Imperial 
Highness that the Constitution and Statutes cf the United 
States expressly forbid Diplomatic and Consular officers 
to ask or accept from any foreign government any present 
or title of any kind, and the Regulaticns of the State 
Department instruct such cfficers that every offer of 
such precenty should he PORPOOSTVESY but decisively, de- 
clined. 

I should state that so far as Mr, Seaman and Dr. 
Hykes are concerned, they are no longer in the service of 


the United States. 
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‘For myself I mst say that, while I highly appreci- 


‘ ate the offer | of your Government to confer the decora- 


¥ : 
, 


on, since I am not permitted lawfully to accept it, 


- beg that Your Imperial Highness will not ask for it. 
I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 
Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest cmsidera- 


$ 


0h, a 
, | E. H. Conger, 
Envoy Extracrdinary and 
: : ; | Minister Plenipotent iary— 
of the United States, 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs, 
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Subject: 
Payments of Chinese Indemnity. Status of 


question. Treatment of the United States. 


(Continuing No. 1733 of 26th ult. and con- 
firming telegrams of 22nd and 23rd inst.) 


CHIEF CLERK, 
—JANil 1906 _ 


Department of State. 


— 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. | 


November 28, 1904, 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


Continuing the subject matter of my Despatch No, 1755 
of the 26th ultimo, I have the honor to confirm my tele- 
gram of the 22nd instant and your reply of the 25rd, as 


follows: 


Secstate, 
Washington. : 
22nd, If arrangement mentioned 
in my telegram of October 25d is concluded, 
will the United States continue to accept 
silver or insist on receiving the same 
treatment as the other Powers? Stop. 
Chinese Government expect to continue pay- 
ing us in silver. 


(Signed) Conger. 


Conger, Minister, 


o/s 
enty-three, Your telegram 
of the twenty-two received. The views 
of this Government on payment of indemnity 
in silver were given you in my cabled in- 
structions of July llth, 1902. If de- 
cision is now at last reached by Chinese 
Government on this matter we accept it. 
Expect same treatment as other Powers. 
(Signed) Hay. 


The matter is not yet quite agreed upon. They are 
still discussing whether or not the arrangement as to the 
manner of fixing the rate of exchange shall be retroac~ 
tive, 


Some 


a ca Rien nyt ag > ea ed 


ak ren ete ae Tee 


Some of the Governments, before agreeing to the propo- 


sition, insist ‘upon first knowing exactly the amount of 
arrearages which the Chinese Government is to pay, and 


precisely how much the other governments will lose. Ex- 
perts, on the part of both China and the Powers, are try- 
ing to figure this out. 


In a note to the Belgian Minister which has been cir- 
culated anne his Colleagues, the Chinese Government de- 
clares that, since America has agreed to accept silver, it 
__i8 not necessary to have its indemnity enter into this 
cal culation. 
When this circular came to me I made thereon the fol- 


lowing indo rsement: 


With reference to the remark in the 
letter — the Wai Wu Pu to His Excellen- 
cy, Mr. de Gdffier, that "America had con- 
sented to accept payments in silver", it 

| is well known that the Government of the 
United States has always understood the 
meaning of the Protocol to be that the in- 
demnity was due in silver; but if the final 
decision reached by the Chinese Government 

shall be that it is to be paid in gold, my 

Government will accept this decision, and 

will expect the same treatment as is given 

to other Powers, 


and sent Mr. Williams to the Wai Wu Pu on the 26th in- 
stant to personally give the same information. 
On yesterden His Excellency, Lien-fang, came to see 
| me, and, in the name of Prince Ch’ ing and his Colleagues, 
said that the entire Chinese Government and people had been, 
and were still, very grateful for the attitude of the 
“United States upon this question, and that they hoped that 
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the Government of the United States would continue to ac- 


cee 


cept silver in payment of its share of the indemity. I 
replied 
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replied that » iveraians had, from the beginning, under- 


1 to mean that the indemnity was to be 


aes a and had so acted, gladly giving the 


Chinese Government whatever benefit might result from 
this position; but that I had been instructed to inform 


them that if, finally, China decided that the indemnity 


should be paid in gold, the United States would accept 
this decision and, as a matter of principle, it must ex- 
pect the same treatment as is given to the other Powers. 
He said that of course we understood that whatever conclu- 
sion should be arrived at with the other Powers, it would 


not be the voluntary decision of China, but simply what, 


in its helpless condition, the other Powers had forced 
it to do. He also said that if the United States would 
continue to accept payment in silver, the Chinese Govern- 
ment would not ask the United States to allow interest 
cn advance monthly and semi-annual payments as the other 
Governments were going to do. I replied that it was 


not with the United States, as they must know by this 


time, a question of dollars and cents, but one of princi- 
ple; and that I was sure my Government would, under no 
cireusstances, accept such a discrimination in its favor. 
He asked me then if I would not present the matter to my 
Government again, urging them to continue to receive sil- 
ver. I replied that if Prince Ch'ing would make me any 
written request in regard to the question I would take 
pleasure in forwarding it to Washington. He then said 
he would report our conversation to Prince Ch'ing, and 
some sort of request would likely be sent through me, or 
. through 
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wholly destroyed. 


Sir Liang-Ch'en, or through us both. 
Of course I do not know upon what special hypothesis 
the Department has based its determination to demand the 
same treatment as other Powers; ut it is greatly to be 


’ 3 ~ 


feared that if now, under any circumstances whatever, we 


demand payment in gold, the good effect of our position, 


and action upon the question up to the present, will be 
entirely lost; and the feelings of gratitude inspired 


thereby in the Chinese Government and people will be 


‘I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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November 29, 1904. 
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Mr, Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


New Legation Buildings, Enclosing communication 


from the architect in charge showing that owing 


to increased cost of labor and materials and rate 


~ 


of exchange additional appropriation will be ne- 
cessary to complete the buildings. 


Gini alate 


& 


ee 


< LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


ee Ee PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 29, 1904. 


: 


The Honorable 
John Hay, oe 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
I enclose a communication from Mr. Nealy, the archi- 
tect in charge of the construction of our new buildings, 


which, I very much regret, shows that the work cannot be 


+ 


completed within the appropriation. What makes it es- 


pecially unfortunate is that now there seems no possible 
change that can be made to curtail the cost. The con- 
“tracts for materials have practically all been made and 

; must be paid for; and there is little left but labor, 
which cannot be dispensed with, nor the price of which 
reduced, 


Had I not had the assurance of the architect that 


the entire work could be complet#@ within the appropria- 


tion, I should not have consented to the last large purchase 


din America; ~ but his estimates furnished me showed that, 
after paying for all these, there would be sufficient funds 
left to complete the entire work as planned. I was 
obliged to rely on his judgment and had no reason to dis-~ 
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see trust it, nor any means of proving it erroneous. Mr. 
Healy's statements in his communication (enclosed) as to 
the rise of materials and labor, and the change in the 
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os value of local currency, are correct; and the reasons 
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in his letter seem to be sufficient to absolve him from 


serious blame. ‘But that does not relieve us from the 
unfortunate and embarrassing situation. 

: Within the next thirty days all materials, except 
the mantels, will have arrived ‘ak must be paid for, The 
work of placing the material, plastering, painting, etc., 
can gO on until the eppropriation is exhausted; and then, 
unless a small additional amount can be in some way pro- 
vided, the work must stop, regardless of its condition 

or the resulting consequences. 

Mr. Nealy now estimates that we shall need an addi- 
tion of $6,209.18; but, judging from past experience, I 
fear his estimate is too low, and it would be safer to 
say $10,000. 

If Mr. Nealy's salary could be paid from some other 
source, we would still, according to his estimates, have 
sufficient funds. 


I regret the situation exceedingly, but cannot seri- 


ously blame myself, nor see how it could reasonably have 
been avoided. The buildings are not too large nor too 
good for the purpose intended, and the cost is still very 
far below that of any of the other legations, except the 
Netherlands, and even they are expending nearly as much 
as we. 

I am sure that if the work could have been pushed on 
to completion at the prices of material and labor, and 
at the rete of exchange existing at the time the plans 
were prepared and adopted, the work could have been con- 


pleted 
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a, leaving considerable of the appropria- 
pended, instead of a deficit. ne 
If the work goes on as Mr. Nealy expects, we shall 
probably be out of money sometime in April; and it will 
be most humiliating to all, and especially damaging to 
our Government's position and influence in China, should 


« 


the work then stop, with the buildings standing unfinished. 


s 


I therefore hope that tihe Department can prevail upon 


r 


Congress to allow the necessary amount before it adjourns, 


and give me notice at the earliest possible date. 


The necessity for this large ne¥ Legation is clearly 


> 


a result of the Boxer uprising of 1900; and the extraordi- 


expenditures thus required seem to me may be justly 


| charged to, and should be paid out of, the indemnity. 
_I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Enclosure: | 
Communication from Mr. Healy. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, — 


nee: PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 29, 1904, 


— Re: ie 
al 
ahi 4 ee eee 


. 


: The Honorable 
| John Hay, 
eretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
Referring to the confidential report sent to the 


ent on November 7, 1904, by Wilbur T. Gracey, Vice 
Consul in Charge at Wanking, concerning the mission of 
His Excellency, 


I have requested Mr. Williams, the Chinese Secretary of 


4eh Liang, to the central provinces, 


this Legation, to make a thorough investigation and, by 


diligent inquiry, ascertain if possible the real objects | 
of this mission and its results. This, Mr. Williams has : 
carefully done, and the enclosed copy of his report, which 
may be safely relied upon, materially elucidates the situ- 


ation as presented by Mr. Gracey. 
| I also enclose translation of an Imperial Edict pub- 
lished in the Official Gazette of November 28th, which 


on 
S isk 


sheds further light on the case. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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_ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKING, CHINA, 
| November 25th, 1904 


Hon, E. H. Conger, | | 

In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor 
to report concerning the mission of His Excellency, T'ieh- 
liang, to the central provinces as fvirewsrs 

On December 4th, 1905, an Imperial Edict was issued 
establishing a special Military Comai sein, designed to 
consolidate the various military forces of the Empire 
under one management, and to introduce such reforms as 
might be necessary to make the army a strong and service- 
able instrument of the State. I-kuan, the Prince of 
Ch'ing, was made the head of this commission, and the Vice- 
roy at Tientsin, Yan Shih-k'ai, and the First Vice Presi-~ 
dent of the Board of War, T'ieh-liang, were appointed to 
be his chief assistants. They were instructed inthe 
Edict to be "conscientious in the discharge of their 
duties and to assist the Court in its efforts to make 
the Govermment strong and independent." 

During the spring of the present year T'ieh-liang 
was sent to Japan to study the military system of that 
empire, and after his return to Peking, by an Edict not 
yet published, he was directed to visit Shanghai and 
other places in central China upon some special mission, 
“The only public notice given of this mission is contained 
in two Edicts, both of which were issued 6n the 20th of 
August, 1904, making temporary assignments of two offi- 
Gials to act in his stead, during his absence, in two 
posts held by him, These Edicts are as follows: 

"As T'ieh-liang is leaving the Capital upon public 

business, let K'un-hsiu temporarily discharge the duties 


First Vice President of the Board of War, in addi-~ 
tion to those pertaining to his own office.” and 
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ieh-liang is leaving the Capital upon public 
business, “let Yo-liang temporarily discharge his duties 
oe Lieutenant General of the Plain Blue Banner Manchu 

rps." | 


‘There have been # great many rumors in circulation 


as to the sal ject of his visit to Kiangsu, but it is dif- 


ficult to say just how much truth they contain. It is 
generally webieved that one obj ect was to earefully ine 
spect the Shanghai Arsenal and its management, and another 
to secure additional revenues for the use of the Army. 
As to the former it seems certain that a great deal of 
time has been spent at the Shanghai Arsenal, but he has 
also visited Nanking, ‘Soochow and other places, among 


them, Wuhu, so I am told, Wo report has yet been made 
by him, but it is understood that he is soon to return to 
Peking, and his official report will probably arrive at 
about the same time. 
In this connection it is well to remember that some 
time ago the Viceroys, Chang Cyih-tung and Wei Kuan-tao 
(the former of Hupeh and Hunan, the latter at Nanking ) 
memorialized, recommending the removal of the Shanghai 
Arsenal further inland, and Wuhu was suggested. Later it 
was found that Wuhu was unsuitable, and it was suggested 
that it be removed to P*ing-hsiang on the border of Kiang- 
si and Human. . His Excellency, Shéng Hsflan-huai, has coal 
mines at P‘ing-hsiang and has constructed a railway from 
them to a river know as the Hsiang-tung Chiang, a branch 
of the Hsiang River which flows through Hunan to Join the 
Yang-tzu. This railway is designed eventually to be a 
‘'pranch of the Canton-Hankow railway. The visit of T'ieh- 
liang may therefore be connected with this project. He 


would naturally go to Nanking to consult the Viceroy who 
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is chiefly interested, but it may be that he went there — 
also to inspect ‘he small arsenal which exists at that 
| place. The rumor that he has raised large sums of 
money, amounting to millions, is probably untrustworthy, 
though it is not improbable that he has recommended cer~- 
tain reforms by which much saving may be effected, and it 
is quite possible that he may urge the appropriation of 
certain revenues for the support of the army, which have 
heretofore been applied to other uses. It is said, : 
however, upon what appears to be good authority, that a 
@onsiderable sum, over Tls,700,000, now in the Nanking 
Treasuby subject to the demands of the Shanghai Arsenal, 
has deen withdrawn from its intended use, and diverted to 
the support of some scheme of the Military Commission, 
subject to the approval of the Imperial Government, 
During his stay in Kiangsu, it is reported inthe native 
press, he became involved in a quarrel with Tuan-fang, | 
the Acting Governor of Kiangsu, but whether with regard 
to the diversion of these funds or not cannot now be dis- 
covered, There does not appear to be sufficient reason 
for likening the mission of this Special Imperial Commis- 
sioner to that of Kang-yi, sent out to raise funds for the 
Boxer enterprise of 1900. | 
So far as” concerns the report that the object of his 
mission is among other things to deprige the provincial 
authorities of the control of the revenues and the military 
forces of the Empire, the reorganization of the military 
forces upon @ uniform plan and their consolidation under 
one management is absolutely necessary to the establishment 
of a strong Imperial Army, and this was the very purpose 
of the Bdict of Dec. 4, 1905, referred to above, by which 
the 
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Military Commission was formed, and it is evident that 
without some sort of regular income subj ect to the demands 
‘ of the Commission its work cannot be carried out. The 
rumor that the Manchus are planning to repress the Chinese 
race is absolutely unworthy of credence, as much so as 


the other report that a new anti-foreign crusade is being 


| Planned, There is no doubt great fear entertained by 

| the Court of certain elements in the Chinese population 
: allied to the so-called Reform Party, but the Manchu 
Court has during the past three years taken special 
pains to sneeshtete the Chinese, and can hardly be sus- 
pected of such folly as an attempt to repress a people 
oat-—mebor ink them more than fifty to one, and much more 
enterprising, intelligent and capable than themselves. 
This would be a reversal of the policy by which they 
originally obtained control of the Empire and by which 
they have held it ever since, that is by conciliatory and 
considerate treatment of their Chinese subjects to secure 

their loyalty, and by conferring honors upon the Chinese 

leaders to bind them to the service of the dynasty, and 

at the same time by winking at provincial jealousies to 
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keep the leaders of Chinese divided among themselves and 
make them rivals for the favors of the Court. 
That there~is much anti~-foreign feeling is quite 
true, and naturally so, and the Government would be wholly 


unworthy of the name that did not make an effort to 
strengthen the defences of the Empire with a view to pre~- 
venting any further aggression, But there does not seem 


to be amy reason at all to believe that the Government, 


realizing as never before its weakness, is now planning 
such insanity as a revival. of Boxerism, There is much 
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discontent everywhere with the inereasd of taxes, made 
-* mecessary by the heavy indemnity donentord by the foreign 
Powers, and on this account . there is danger of anti-foreign 
outbreaks on the part of the people at any time and place, 
but the Government, 80 far from encouraging such action, 
has showm the most commendable promptitude in repressing 
such tendencies. _ But to be able to effectually prevent 
such uprisings it is absolutely necessary te have a strong 
military force under the control of the central Government, 
and this is what it is seeking to accomplish. 

So far as a rumored preparation for war with Japan 
is concerned, the conditions seem to point in the oppo- 
site direction. T' ieh-liang Was sent to Japan to con- 
sult with Japanese military authorities, and the purchase 
of Japanese equipment and employment in large numbers of 
Japanese isetrusters in the schools, and the study of the 
Japanese language in daily increasing numbers by the 
Chinese, together with the sending of large numbers of 
students by the Government to Japan, all point to a steady 
growth of Japanese influence in the councils of the Gov- 
ernment and the gradual adoption by China of Japanese 
methods as best adapted to the needs of China, since they 
have proved so effectual in the transformation of a neigh- 
boring state similar in many respects in its institutions, 
and in the conditions of its people, 
I have the honor tobe, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) E. T. Williams, 

Chinese Secretary. 
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; Enclosure Yo, 2 In Despatch No. 1755 


nek iperial Edict, translated from the 
ing Gazette of November 28, 1904. 


Some time ago WE received a joint memorial from the 
Viceroys, Wei Kuang-tao and Chang Chih-tung, proposing 
the removal of the arsenal (now at Shanghai). WE there- 
upon appointed a special commissioner, tT 1eh-Liang, to go 
and make a careful investigation that WE might afterwards 
deliberate as to the best course to take. 


WE also directed him to inspect the troops here and 

there along his route, and also to examine the accounts 

of receipts and expenditures of the provinces through 

which he should pass, in the hope that a stop might de 

put to extravagance, The said Vice President (of the 

Board of War) proceeded to Kiangnan (i.e. the provinces 

of which Nanking is the Capital) and has completed his 

work, ; H 

Let him now go at once to Wan-chih and Pl ing-hsiang®, 

and form an opinion as to whether or not the arsenal 

ought to be removed, and see Which of the two places will 
be most suitable; then let him return at once to Peking 
and report. He may continue to carefully investigate 
military affairs in the places through which he passes, 
but it will not be necessary for him to inspect the ac~ 
counts of the provincial treasuries or those of the 
various bureaus and offices. Let this work be undertaken 
by the Viceroys and Governors of the provinces concerned, 
and 


Wan-Ch'ih is in the province of Anhui, near the treaty 
Wuhu; P'ing-hsiang is in the province of Kiangsi, 
erder of Hunan, There are valuable coal mines 
ilway has been constructed from 
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ge it conscientiously and get things into 


must not allow any overcharges or 


any reckless ex, enditure, and must prevent any cheating, 


t due regard may be shown to the straightened condi-~ 
tion of the people and due consideration be given to the 


revenues of the State. 
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ASSISTANT SECT 


JAN 17 1905 


November 29, 1904. 


ce cee 


. Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 
Forwarding applications of First and Second 


Secretaries for leave of absence; approved. 


5 ee ie me 


November 29, 1904. 


To the Honorable, 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. | 
Sir: 

I have the honor to forward herewith the applications 
for leave of absence of the First and Second Secretaries 
of this Legation. I approve these applications and recon- 
mend that both be granted as applied for. It is under- 
stood, of course, that the leaves if granted shall not be 
taken advantage of simultaneously. 

I have the honor to de, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, | 


ciosures: 


1. Application for leave of Mr. Coolidge. 


2. Application for leave of Mr. Fletcher. fp ns es anette . 5 


fl 


To the Honorable, 

John 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Bars 

I have the honor to apply for leave of absence for 
sixty days with permission to visit the United States to 
be availed of during the year 1905 and to state that I have 


not been absent from my post during the past twelve months. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


—_— 


Second Secretary. 


ae Why with appeal, ui NY (756. 
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JAN 17 1905 


RHREAY, | 
November 29, 1904. : 


To the Honorable, 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to apply for leave of absence for 


sixty days with permission to visit the United States to 
be availed of during the year 1905 and to state that I have 
not been absent from my post during the past twelve months. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


our obedient servant, 


: CHIEF CLERK, 
JANII 1905 
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er to the Secretary of State. 
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Recommending general postal arrangement between 
our Government and China, enclosing copies 


recent correspondence with Sir Robert Hart 


the subject. 


on 


(Referring to No. 1381 of August 26, 1903 
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st 


December 1, 1904. 


The Honorable 


John Hay,. 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring to my Despatch No. 1581 of August 26, 1903, 


Tr a 


and again recommending the advisability of some general 
postal arrangement between our Government and China, en- 
close herewith copies of some recent correspondence with 
Sir Robert Hart bearing upon the question, which empha- 


sizes the necessity of early action. 


. 


have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures 


t Hart to Mr. Conger, Nov.28,1904. 
er to Sir Robert Hart, Nov.50,1904. 


i neneicuadartune-stec ete Arne 


Enclosure No. /. In Despatch No. /? $"7. 
Sir Robert Hart to Mr. Conger. 


Peking, 28 Nov., 1904, 
Dear Mr, Conger: ) 

Allow me to ask your consideration for a point in 
connection with Postal work: The Chinese Imperial Post 
undertakes to receive, transmit and deliver Union mails 
from Union countries, paid for at Union rates, and col~- 
lects, for its own benefit, the amounts due on underpaid 
mail matter. On the other hand, the C.-I. P. receives 
and forwards to other countries what is addressed to 
other countries from Chinese places whether on the coast 


or in the interior, but requires such to be paid for at 


Union rates. The American Post some time ago introduced 


a reduced postage between America and China, and, thus, 
the C. I. P. is asked to distribute foreign mail matter 
which has not paid at Union rates, and to forward mail 


matter from China at less than Union rates: these two 


no agreement to that effect, second, because it is op- 


posed to Union regulations, and third, because this lower 


rate of postage deprives it of some income, May I ask 
if your Postal authorities are considering the question 
of ar agreement to arrange matters generally? Just now 
a new feature is presenting itself; American citizens in 
the interior, in order to avail themselves of the lower 
rate, put all their home letters,etr, under cover to a 
consulate on the coast, paying for the outer cover at 
Chinese domestic rates, god franking its internal con- 
tents at the American reduced rate: ~ this seenfS on the 


cutside quite allowable; but it really amounts to postal 
ao ss smuggling 


things the ©, 7. P, declines to do, first, because it has 
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smuggling and deprives China of some postage money which 
we think we Ought to have, as we have established offices 


: siderable expense ; 


Another Postal affair ought, I think, to be brought 
to your knowledg&, A letter was lost in the Hankow dis- 
trict and the person concerned, said to be an American 
missionary, named Lagerquist, exacted payment of T1s.50 
from the District Magistrate without making any claim 
through the proper quarter, the District Post Office. 

Of course accidents will occur and mails will sometimes 
be lost or stolen, and it is fair enough to hold District 
Magistrates responsible for the safety of mails and also 
for the behaviour of the people in their respective dis- 
tricts; but, with a recognized P. 0., it is the P. 0, 
that ought to be applied to and acted through, and it 
does more harm than good to the missionary cause inland 
for a missionary to fight his own battle in this way. 

I enclose the report for your perusal ens beg you will 
return it when read: (No229 Postal ) . 

(35° §@«60680575 


Sincerely yours, 


m Robert Hart 


His Excellency, 
E. W.. Conger, 
etc., 


American Legation. 


and carriers innthe provinces for inland work at some con~ 
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Enclosure No, A In Despatch No. /7577, 


Mr. Conger to Sir Robert Hart. 


American Legation, Peking, November 50, 1904, A 


My dear Sir Robert: 


, I have received your esteemed note of the 28th in- 
stant, calling my attention to certain practices result- : 
ing from a recently reduced rate of postage established 


by the United States Post Office Department between United 


States territory and Shanghai, and setting forth the 
reasons why the Chinese Imperial Post Office declines to 
distribute foreign mail matter at less than Union rates 
of postage. These reasons appear to me to be weli found= 


ed. 


You also inform me that Americans in the interior, 1 
in order to avail themselves of the lower rate, put in 
their home letters, etc., under cover, to a Consulate on 


the coast, paying for the outer cover at Chinese domes-~ 


tic rates, and franking its internal contents by the 
American reduced rate. This, certainly, is a practice 
which I cannot approve. However, it. can be operative 
only at Shanghai, for it is only from the United States 
Postal Agency at that port that the low raves to the NS 
United States obtain, 

But there is another side to this question which, at 


present, affords the Chinese Imperial Post Office a lit- 


tle compensation for the loss of postage mentioned above, 


to wit: The general belief at home is that the low do- 


mestic rate of postage between the United States and Shang- 


hai prevails as well for all Chinese post offices; hence, 


letters are constantly being received by Americans every~ 
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where in China bearing only domestic rates, and upon which 
they are necessarily obliged to pay the Union penalty 
rates. 
high as three and four dollars a day in penalties. 
Some time since I laid the whole situation before 


Often at this Legation alone we have to pay as 


my Government, recommending the adoption of some general 
agreement which should be satisfactory to both our Govern~ 
ments and in harmony with Sas erbastonek Postal Union 
practice, and am now awaiting instructions. 
I will, however, at once present these new questions 
mentioned in your note and ask for an early consideration. 
The action of the Rev. A. W. Lagerquist, as reported 
by your District Postmaster at Hankow, in demanding and 
recovering directly from the local Magistrate Tls.50 for 
a letter lost in the robbery of the mail, seems to me to 


have been quite improper, but was probably the result of 


ignorance as to the proper course to pursue, However , 
I will instruct our Consul General at Hankow to inform 
him of his mistake, and it will probably not occur again. 

I return herewith the report of Your District Post- 
master, as requested. 

With assurances of my high regard, I an, 

Very sincerely yours, 
. | E. H. Conger. 

Sir Robert Hart, Bart. G. C. M. G., 
ss Inspeetor General of Imperial Maritime Customs, 


Peking, China. 


‘Enclosure: 
Report of District Postmaster at Hankow, 
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| = Complaint of Russian Minister as to conduct of c. 
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Consul General Fowler and Rear-Admiral Folger, 


Pm 
a: 
“my, et heb: py on a8 Sr 


ae 


with copy of reply thereto enclosed. 
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N OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to enclose copy of a note (with my 


reply thereto) received from the Russian Minister here 


concerning the unauthorized action of the consular bodies 


of Shanghai and Tientsin upon questions growing out of 


the war between Russia and Japan, and complaining of the 
conduct of Admiral Folger and Consul General Fowler in 
relation to the arrival and self-destruction of the Rus- 
sian torpedo boat "Rostropnui® in Chefoo Harbor, and the 
landing of her crew with their arms, etc. 

I hope my view of the matter will meet with the De- 
partment's approval. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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ants consulaires au sujet des questions provenant de la guerre 


ste malheureusement entre la Russie et le Japom,, u 
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‘la position géographique de la Chine, nos bateaux de guerre ont 
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a faire usage de ses ports et plusieurs complications en ont 
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ete la suite. Ces complications natur@llement ne pouvaient 
concerner que les belligerents et le Gouvernement Chinois. 
Néanmoins, ce dernier, dans son ignorance des principes €1dément- 
aires du droit international, a eu recours au corps consulaire 


comme arbitre. A Changhai, au sujet du désarmement du crois- 


eur “Askold", et a Tientsin, au sujet des permis pour le trans- 


port des marchandises au nord de la Grande Muraille, cet appel 


esse aux Consuls-Generaux des Etats Unis d' Amérique 


1e8 fonctionnaires, au lieu d'expliquer aux au- 


torités chinoises que toute immixtion dans les questions proven- 
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e la guerre est une violation de la neutralite proclamee 
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i le Consul General de la Grande Bretagne a explique 


tout ce qu'une pareille a¥marche avait d'insol- 


— 


ite, et que la question était absolument en dehors de leur come 


pétence. A Tientsin notre Consul, M. Laptew, en refusant 


d'assister & une pareille réunion, a déjoue les manocuvres des 


> 


autorites chinoises. 
Naturgllement, les desisions d'une reunion de Consuls 
n'ont pas de valeur obligatoire pour que ce soit, mais elles 
nt d'appui aux autorités locales dans la poursuite de 
leurs agissements, comme cela neu lieu tout dernferement cy 


Tehéfou. Depuis l'arrivee du torpilleur "Rastoropni" dans ce 


A) 


v 


port jusqu'au passage de son equipage sur le croiseur chinois 


"Hai-youn" i1 ne s'est passe que deux jours, et pendant ce de- 
lai si court le Gonsud=céacral des Etats Unis s'est empresse de 
se presenter chez le Vice-Consul de Russie pour attirer son ate 
tention sur le danger de garder les quelques fusils, seules 


armes qu'on avait prises, pour les remettre au Tao-tai chinois, 


avant de faire sauter le torpilleur afin de le saustraire a un 
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nouvel acte de brigandage de la part de la flotte du Japon. En 


meme temps j'ai recu une lettre officielle du Prince King dans 
laquelle, ignorant que c'etait déja fait, i1 me demandait de re- 
mettre ces fisils le plus vite possible aux autorites de Tchéfou 


vu les menac es dee Japonais de les saisir par force, soutenues 


” 


par les instances de l'amiral et du Consul Général des Etats 


Unis qui de leur part avaiant demande de faire des represent- 
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ations au Gouvernement Imperial a ce sujet, comme c'est expose 


> 


dans la copie ci-jointe du rapport du Tao-tai de Tchefou an-~ 
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nexe a la lettre du Prince King. 
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nt pris connaisance de ces 


p et constatant aved regret que la conduite de 1'amiral et 


eneral des Etats Unis a Tehefou est incompatible 


3 , 7 mou : ) 7 
a neutralite prof@amee par le Gouvernement des Etats Unis, 


i r ecu des instructions de protester énergiguement aupres de 


@llence au sujet de leur attitude, et de Vous faire 


le Cabinet de St. Petersbourg n' admettant aucune im- 


son conflit aveé le Japon, se voit obligé’ @e.donner a 


ses Consuls ‘ordre, en cas d'invitation ‘a une reunion dans le 


but de discuter les questions rovenant de l'etat de guerre 
actuel, de considerer cette invitation comme nulle et non avenue 
et de ne pas se rendre a la reunion. 


Vueillez agreer, Monsieur le Ministre, les assurances de 


ma haute consideration : : 
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In Despatch Wo. /753, 


Peking November 15/28, 1904 


Mr. Minister: 


On two occasions I have been obliged to have recourse to 
your kindness in asking you to give instructions to vour con- 


sular representatives on the subject of questions arising from 


the war which unhappily exists between Russia and Japan. In 
view of the geographical position of China our warships have 
had to make use of her ports nd many complications heve arisen 
therefrom. These complications naturally econ concern only 
the beliigerents and the Chinese Government. Nevertheless, 
the latter, in its ignorance of the elementary principles of 
international aa, has had recourse to the Consular body as 
arbitrator. At Shanghai upon the subject of the disarmament 
of the Cruiser "ASKOLD" , and at Tientsin on the subject of 
ee the transportation of merchandise north of the 

oe oo has been addressed to the Consuls- Gen- 


2 United States of putes as Deans. These officials 


instead of explaining to the Chiness eutheriti es that all 
meddling in the questions arising out of the war is a violation — 
of th: neutrality nroehaimed se the Powers, lave called Aiea 
ar meetings. At Shanghai the Consul General of Great Britain 
explained to his colleagues the irregularity of such a proceedig 
and that the question was absolutely outside of their jursi- 
diction. At Tientsin our Consul iir. Séaten ‘in refusing to 

® Excellency, — 
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present at a similar seating ouevated the Maneuvres of the 


chinese authorities. 
Naturally the decisions of a meeting of Consuls hawe : no 
paaptas effect upon any one whatsoever, ‘but they serve as a 


Ap port to the local authorities in the ee of their pro- 


eedings, as was recently the case at Chefoo, 
rival of the Torpedo-boat "“RASTOROPNI" in this port up to the 


time of the transfer of its orew to the Chinese Cruiser "HAI- 
but two days elapsed, and during this short delay the 
Consul General ef the United States felt it his duty to present 
himself before the Russias Vice Consul in order to call his ate 
tention to the danger of keeping the few rifles - the only arms 
they had taken, to hand over to the Chinese Tao-tai, before 
blowing up the torpedo boat inorder o save if from a new 
act of brigandage on the part of the Japanese fleet. At the 
same time I have received an official letter from Prince Ching 
in which, ignerant of that which had already been done, he 
asked me to turn over the rifles as quickly as possible to the 
authorities of Chefoo, in view of the threats of the Japanese 


to ene them by force, sustained by the instances of the Admir- 


ang Consul General of the United States who on their part 
asked that -epresentations be made to the Imperial Government 
upon this subject, as appears from the attached copy of the ree 
port of the Toatai of Chefoo annexed to the letter of Prince 
CRERE > 

The Imperial Government being informed of these facts and 
learning with regret that the conduct of the Aansved and the 
Consul General of the United States at Chefoo is Seeiamet tehe 
with the neutrality proclaimed by the Government of the United 
States, I have received instructions to protest energetically 
ne asad Excellency on the subj ect of . their attitude and to in- 
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interference in its conflict with Japan finds itself obliged 
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to give the order to its consuls in case of invitation to at- ; 


tend a meeting of consuls for the purpose of discussing queste ee!) 


ions arising from present state oi war, , to eonsider this invit- | 
ation as null and void and not to attend the meeting. i 


Be good enough to accept iir. Minister the assurances of 


my high consideration. 


(Sicned) P. LBSSAR. 
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the North, received on the 11th, of the 
Tenth | Moon (wer, 17, 1904) at the hour of 
a (9 to 11 p.m). 


I have just peueived a telegram from Ho Yu, Taot'ai 
at Chefoo, enyine: - "A Russian torpedo boat blew up of 
herself; I heard that the officers and satlors took their : 
arms and went ashore, and at once acrried them to the | 
Consulate. I received several notes from the Japanese 
Consul, saying that if they were not turned over (to the 
Taot'ai) he would that night send six hundred sailors to 
the Russian Consulate and take them by force. The Ameri~ 
can Consul General and the American Admiral also urged me 
to speedily investigate the affair,’ I have already seen 
the Russian Consul and made an urgent demand that they be 
turned over. I beg that you will send a telegram at once 
to the Board of Foreign Affairs to promptly inform the 
Russian Minister and have him send orders to deliver them 
up promptly, lest some serious trouble suddenly occur, 
a and the responsibility being thrown upon us we find it 
difficult to bear," | 
| According to international law, if military forces 
| escape into neutral territory, their arms must be seized, 
and the men remain under restraint of the neutral authori- 
ties, ‘Bosidgs sending orders to the said Taot'ai to 
again 
I must pray you to at once consult with the Russian Minis- 


ke an urgent demand for the delivery of the arms, 


ter and have him promptly order the arms to be given up 
“lest « some unusual trouble occur. I sarneatiy pray and 
hope that this may be done. | 
(Signed) Yan Shih-k'ai. 
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~ Mr. Conger to Russian Minister. 
(Mise, No. 2531.) 


American Legation, Peking, November 29, 1904, 


Mr. Minister and dear Colleague: 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your note 
of the 28th instant with reference to the action of the 
consular bodies at Shanghai and Tientsin, in relation to 
certain questions growing out of the war now unhappily 
existing between Russia and Japan, and concerning which 
we have heretofore had personal conference, 
In our conferences we have both quite agreed that 
the actions discussed were not within the competency of 
consuls, and I promptly sent such instructions. 
Your Excellency also complains of the conduct of the 
American Admiral and Consul General at Chefoo, in connec~ 
tion with the arrival and destruction in the Harbor of 
Chefoo of the torpedo boat "Rostorpni", considering the 
action of the Admiral and Consul General as incompatible 
with the neutrality proclaimed by the Government of the 
United States, and informing me that Your Excellency had 


received instructions from your Government to protest 


: ergetically upon the subject of their attitude, etc. 


I have feceived a very full and complete report from 
tue Consul General Fowler of what occurred at Chefoo, from 
the arrival of the "Rostorpni" until the departure of its 
crew for Shanghai on the “Haiyang;° and I cannot discover 
anything in the conduct of the United States officials 
which in any way conflicts with the strictest neutrality. 

Mr, Fowler reports that, soon after the arrival of 
the torpedo boat, the Russian Vice Consul called on him and 
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requested his aid eik through him, that of the American 
Admiral, in assisting the Chinese to protect the torpedo 
boat and prevent a possible repetition of the "Reseitelni* 
incident, which, of course, could not be given. This, 
however, led to several other conferences, in which the 
matter of placing on shore of the crew and the arms of 
the torpedo boat was informally discussed with relation | : 
to the rumor that they would be followed by the duendi« | 
ate landing of a large body of armed Japanese. 
It was simply to avoid any contingency of this kind, 
with its certain great danger to the ‘life and property of 
Americans and other inhabitants of the neutral port, that 


inquiry was made and the advices given to hasten the trans-<- 
fer of the Russian arms into the hands of the Chinese 
authorities, In my judgment, the Admiral and Consul 
General would have signally failed in their obligations 

to protect American life and interests, and in their plain 
duty to humanity, had they remained silent or inactive 
under the circumstances, 

After the torpedo boat was sunk, as was reported, with 
its ammunition and torpedoes still on board, the American 
Consul, thinking of the possible danger to the surround« 
ing shipping, felt it his duty to make inquiry, about the 
torpedoes, of his Russian colleague, who, happily, was able 
to satisfy him that the torpedoes had been so treated as 
to render them quite harmless and to avoid all possibility 
of danger, This latter act of the American Consul Gen- 
eral is of Like character with his others, and, instead 
of being a meddlesome one, or in any way incompatible with 
the neutrality proclaimed by the United States, was only 
a careful exercise of his regular consular finatiens. 


As is well known, the policy of the United States 
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s have everywhere been so instructed; and 


@ to believe that when all the facts com~ 


ied of are known to the Cabinet at Saint Petersburg, 


it will conclude that ther e exists no cause for this oe 


protest. oe | 2 
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In conclusion, dear Colleague, pe 
assure you of my highest consideration, 


. H. Conger. 


His Excellency, Mr. Paul Lessar, 


| Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
etc., etc., etc., 


Peking, China. 
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oP BUREAQ I 
From PEKING, 
Received December 5, 1904 


Washington. FOR RELS. 1904 


Secretary of State, 


Confidential. sth. Chinese Government insist 
that having signed our bonds we ought to receive payment 
F % as therein stipulated. The other powers think we desire 
frinally to profit by their fight for gold which our action 


as ‘always obstructed. The Chinese have been very grateful 
i for bur just and generous position, and the other power 
although annoyed have respected us for it. Would it not 
be better under all the circumstances of the case for us 
to insist on our right to demand the same treatment as is 
given the others, yet in view of China's helpless possitin 
waive that right and continue our just and generous course 
and accept payment according to the terms of the bonds 
regardless of the action of others or the more favorable 
treatment which China is forced to give them? Otherwise 
it is to be feared that the good effect of ourformer action 
may be lost. ; 


as soon as possible. 
Ee CONGER, 
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ered by the Chief Clerk’s Office, December 5, 1904. 1:15 
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Subject: 
Receipt of Instruction No, 838 with enclosures 


suggesting certain proposed amendments to the 


Chinese Mining Regulations. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


December 8, 1904. 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. Cc. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge Department Instruc- 
tion No, 858 of September 2nd last, enclosing a copy of 
a letter from the Acting Secretary of the Interior, with 
copies of reports from the Acting Director of the Geologi- 
cal Survey and the Acting Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, embodying certain suggestions concerning proposed 
amendments to the Chinese mining regulations, which they 
deem practicable and necessary to bring them more in har- 
7 mony with our Treaty with China and make them more suited 
to industrial and commercial purposes. It seems impossi- 
ble to accomplish anything in this line at the present 
moment, but they shall have my most careful attention 
at any opportune time. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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. Conger to the Secretary of State. 
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Whang Pu Conservancy. Chinese Government pre- 


sents new plan for, translation enclosed, to 


take the place of plan of the Protocol. 
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LEGATION OF THE @MIPED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


December 8, 1904. 


The Honorable 

John Hay, 

‘Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

The Chinese Govermment has presented a new plan for 
the improvement and conservancy of the Whang Pu River. 

It has been sent to each of the Foreign Ministers, 
with request that it be considered by their Governments, 
and authority obtained to sien an agreement to take the 
place of the second section of Article 11 and Annex 17 of 
the Protocal of September 7, 1901. t enclose herewith 
a translation thereof. 

This is not by any means as definite, nor does it 
furnish as complete a guaranty as the plan which I have 
heretofore verbally presented to the Chinese; but with 
some changes, I think, in view of the improbability of 
ever accomplishing anything under the provisions of nie 
nex 17 of the Protocol, that it will be advisable to 
try to secure an agreement of the Powers along the line 
now proposed by China, and sign and put in force as soon 
as possible. A meeting of the Diplomatic Corps will be 
called withn.a very few days to discuss this matter, after 
which I will report by telearenh. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure as stated. 


‘ 
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Enclosure. No, /. In Despatch No, /7£0, 


(F.0,No.766,) 


Despatch from Prince Ch'ing to Hon. E.H. 
Conger, American Minister, enclosing new 
set of regulations proposed for the Whang- 
pu conservancy, 


In regard to the dredging of the Whangp' river bed, 


and the voluntary assumption of all the expenses by China, 


~ eee we ” 
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my Board some time since drew up and proposed a set of 
five regulations, and sent the same in a despateh to Your 
Excellency on June 9th, as the records show, Now, since 
the various Ministers have found one or two unsatisfactory 
Clauses in the above mentioned regulations, we, the Prince 


and Ministers, have again deliberated upon the matter, end 
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have another plan to propose, We have drawn up twelve 


a noah ote 


rules, a copy of which is sent herein to Your Excellency 
with the request that you will transmit it to your Govern= 
ment, asking that this new plan be given due considera~ 
tion, and a reply sent, that the Ministers of the various 


countries may meet with this Board and decide upon a day 
for Signing an agreement, and suffixing these rules to the 


Protocol for general observance. 


A necessary Despatch. 


Kuanghs® XXX. Year, Tenth Moon, 20th Day. 
ember 26th, 1904.) 
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The Protocol calls for the establishment of a Whangpu 
Conservancy Board, assigns the duties to said Board, and 
stipulates the funds it shall receive etc. The Chinese 


Government now proposes a plan in which she herself as= ) 
sume 8 this work and the entire expense, and the following i 
regulations have been agreed upon by the various Powers, | 1 


1, The work of improving the channel of the Whangpu 
River and of Pennine the inmer and outer sand<-bars at 
Wusung, and the maintenance of such work, shall be under 
the direction of the Shanghai Customs Taot'ai and the Com~ 


missioner of Customs, As to the river police and quaran« 


 . —s 


tine matters, they shall be dealt with according to the ; 
old regulations. 
2. Within three months after the signing of this 
article, China shall select an engineer, thproughly ex- | 
perienced in river work, and if his selection shall be | 
satisfactory to a majority of the Foreign Ministers, he { 
shall be appointed to take charge of the work, But even 
after the work is begun, this engineer may be removed 
for cause, and the selection and appointment of his suc 
cessor shall also be as provided above, ; 
os 3. All contracts for the undertaking of river work, : 
i or for t! 1@ purchase of materials, machinery, etc,, shall | 
be offered to the warious commercial companies to bid 
upon, and the most reasonable bid shall be accepted. 
4. Every three months a clear statement of the ac~- ; 
counts of the river work shall be made out and sent to 
the various | ( suls residing at Shanghai for their inspec- : 
‘tion. i 
5. As to the building of all floating or other | { 
wharves, i 


.UGOMAHW SHT TO YOMAVAWAMOO HH MOL SMOTTAIUDAA Geelvan 


yqRnedW a To tnemfalidaies seis Yot affses Loooto1tt oct? 
baa ,brsac0G Biae .od eattob okt “sent eanactrencll Yonsviesnod 
eaeniAad anit . ote ovieces itera inbebast ext asisluqtia 
es Ifeated one doitdw at asig ~ eenogotgd won InemrrsevoD 
aniwoffot eft bog ,eaneqxe eiitne eft baa wiow aid? soma 
_atew od avotisv off vd ftoqu bee ge ased evan anoltiaisget 

Nanrtant¥ edt:tea-fbenmecdo en2 gui votqus:. te oltow ent , Bh 
$& evad-boae yvetwo bee tenet ef? grivomet 29 baa sevill 
~ebny od Ilade row aoe Lo sonanetabam edt bis gnuad® 
“mod ont boa ta*tosT amotan)  Kadyasde ett %6 nolttoe1tb edd 
“netsup ine eollog revit cof} of eA pamotau)'to -semobeate 
efy “oF yntbioo0s dtiw tiseb sd {fade yeds ,aiedtam sales 
ii ») weeenohheleget bLo 

eid? to nitmata offs iefis eatnom gei1ts mics £W <3 
“xe yingrorwads ,teeniagne ae doslea [lata sabdd (eLlolias 
ed [iede aolttooiem atn If basa ~srow tevis ni beomeiieg 
ef ,ateteintM auteteT dnt to ¢etttotam 2.0} yrossstalias 
neve sud . ttow edd to eptacdo sigt of beitntoqgs ed Iisde 


eoue atd Yo snemintogga bue noltiosfiee eAid¢ baa sysauso 10T 
: evodsa bebivotg is ed~ocia {Lata> tosaeS 
~wtow wevin To gittsled-re bes eit 10% atoaittmoo LIA é 
ifece ,.ote ,ytentdosam ,alsitetam to sasntotvg en? Aor 10 
bid of aetmeqmos L[etovemmos avoligwoendt.i0ot betetto-ed) 
~betqeson ed [lata bid eldanoeget feom edd baa ,.moqy 
“oe oft To snemesvete uselo es edinom ee1ds (teva > 
of tinea brs tye Shamed, Liede ao’ xevtt ety” To atawos 
~osqankt trent tot tedgasde ta Gat bts’ aidenoMavottay od 
: : : mots 
tedto to yatzaolt [fe to salbfied eit of BAL | 


,Beviadw 


wharves, and the matter of river anchorage for hulks, - 
permission in all such matters must be obtained from the 
Shanghai Customs Taot'ai and the Commissioner of Customs 
before anything is done. 

6. The Customs Tact'ai and the Commissioner of Cus- 


« 


toms shall have power to grant or refuse places for anchor~ 


age, and they shall have power also to establish public 
anchorages. 

7. ‘In all matters of expense for river excavation, 
the consent of the Customs Taot'ai and the Geiatioe tener 
of Customs must be obtained before any money can be ap-~ 
propriated, : 

8, The Customs Tact'ai and the Commissioner of Cus- 
‘toms shall have power to buy the land necessary to use in 
the improvement of the channel of the Whangpu River and 
the removal of the inner and outer sand=bars at Wusung, 
and in the maintenance of such work, If in the work of 
improving the channel, the amount of land on the banks — 
is increased by fore-shore accretions, the Customs Taot'ai 
and the Commissioner of Customs shall have power to sel 
this land. However, as to the detailed plans regarding 
the buying and selling of land, and the method of deter- 
mining « just Price, it would be better to wait until the 
work is begun, when the Customs Taot'ai and the Commis~ 
sioner of Customs can consult with the various Consuls 
and adopt further rules. 

9, All expenses connected with the river work are 
to be berne by China, and it is not to be paid for, as 
formerly planned, by collecting a tax upon all landed 
os se property 
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Subject: 
Receipt of Instruction No. 8335 with letter from 


sy 
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Acting Commissioner of Patents suggesting certain 


« 


changes in Chinese Trademark Regulations. 
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STATES OF AMERICA, 
N, CHINA. 


The Honorable 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


: «J have the honor to-acknowledge receipt of Depart- 


& 


ment Instruction No, 833 of August 23rd last, enclosing 

a copy of a letter from the Acting Commissioner of Patents, 
containing suggestions looking to the betterment of the 
trademark regulations proposed to be adopted in China, 


and instructing me to endeavor to secure the adoption 


of the most important changes suggested by the Acting 


Commissioner of Patents, at least, I shall bear this 


” 


- Instruction in mind and at an opportume time endeavor to 


obtain the changes suggested. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
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¢ Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject; 


Receipt nstruction No. 843, with reference 


to the p mement of the Chinese Trademark. 


Regulations. Certain alterations therein proe 
posed by Chine. Status. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
: PEKIN, CHINA, 


December 8, 1904. 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: ; 


I acknowledge receipt of Department Instruction No. 
845 of October 12, 1904, enclosing copies of correspon- 


= dence between the Department of State and the German En- 


PS race teeta ate ti itp AR RIE Koen 


bassy at Washington, concerning the postponement of the 


new Chinese trademark regulations. 


2 


Notwithstanding the efforts of several of the Min- 


. 


isters to have the regulations postponed, their postpone- 


al aus < San NE LS 


ment has not yet been accomplished. In order to come ] 
to some agreement with these Ministers, the Wai Wu Pu 


recently proposed certain alterations in the regulations, 


\et-—{ a copy of whic is enclosed, but, not being satisfactory 4 


to either the German or Bitish Minister, have not yet. 


been put in force, | 


I have the honor to be, Sir, | 


“—Natiasabaes + 


Your obedient servant, 


Nef tA ae LN A mate Somegsones ~~ 
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Enclosure No, / In Despatch No. /762 


(FP. 0. No. 768, ) 


PROPOSED 
CHANGES IN EXPERIMENTAL TRADE MARK REGULATIONS, 


I, It is proposed to alter Regulation 26 of the 
original plan, and change the first time limit from six 
months to twelve months, during which time trade marks 
already registered in another country shall be entitled 
to precedence. | 
| The reason for this is, that it is clearly intended 
in Regulation 26, to fix the time-limit for the special 
benefit of trade marks already registered abroad, But 
how is it for their benefit? In that all trade marks 
already registered abroad before these Regulations go into 
effect, will be given precedence, if application be made 
within six months after these Regulations go into effect, 
and no matter whether such applications be made early or 
late, all will be given precedence alike, and will be 
dealt with as having been made at the same time; cand since, 
according to Regulation 6, if several applications be made 
at the same time, permission to register must be given to 
all; therefore, if there be any conflicting trade marks, 
no matter wihtich application was made first, and no matter 
whether they are or are not identical, or similar, per~- 
mission to register must be given to all of them, More~ 
over, applications made according to this article are not 
like applications for ordinary trade marks, and need not 
observe Regulation 5, filing their application for six 
months before registration is allowed. The convenience 


and special benefit of this is very great as compared to 
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at in the case of ordinary trade marks - So this period of 
six months cannot but be regarded as a very importmt 


matter as regards trade marks already registered abroad ; 


for if a nation be very far away, or if its commercial 


citizens cannot acquaint themselves with these regulations, 


then the benefits of the Regulations are entirely lost, 
and it is hard to guarantee that there will not be some 
foreigners who will desire to have this time limit at the 


beginning extended, And if such is the case, then, since 
China has made these Regulations for the benefit of foreign 


trade marks, if she should not succeed in giving them the 
complete protection she intended to give, there will be 


much cause for regret, As herein stated, therefore, the 


six months will be extended to twelve, and then, even if a 


country be very distant, it can still receive the advan- 
tages and special benefits of the Regulations. More=- 
over, in that time the commercial people of all countries 
can become thoroughly acquainted with the intent of these 
Regulations: and the result will be practically the same 


as if the date of putting the regulations into effect had 


been postponed six months. 

II, Applications made according to Regulations 
25 and 26 will not be required to pay the Application Fee 
of Tls, 5.00. 

iil, Applications made according to Regulation 
26 need not be examined to determine whether or not they 
are in accordance with the requirements of Article VIII, 
Section 4, but shall be granted registration without such 
examination. 

The reason for this is as follows:~ Among those who 
discussed the matter of postponing the date when these 
| Regulations 
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Regulations should go into operation, there were some who 
: wished that applications made according to Regulati on 26 
should not be examined in this respect to determine whether 
or not they should be registered, They say that in Arti«- 
cle 6 of the agreement drawn up by the International Con« 
vention for the Protection of Industrial Property, it is 

_ stipulated that “any trade mark regarded as lawful in its 
own country, provided there be nothing in it to the preju- 
dice of the public order, upon application for registra« 
tion in any country a party to this convention, shall 

at once be granted registration," In the special arti-~- 
cles for mutual protection entered into by Germany and 
Italy in 1892, it is stipulated in Article 6, that if trade 
marks are already registered in any of the outside posses- 
sions of the countries which are parties to the agreement, 
then, even though the form of the trade mark or anything 
connected therewith be not according to the law of the 

said countries, still, said countries cannot for that rea~ 
son refuse registration within their own borders also, 

The above change, then, regarding applications made accord~ 
ing to Regulation 26, is made in order that the wishes of 
those interested might be fulfilled. 

Once more let us explain fully the fore~-going items, 
As to the provisions of Art. VIII, Section 4,of the origi- 
nal Regulations, regarding the necessity of recognition 
by some distinctive feature, the customs of different 
countries are not the same. What one country recognizes 
as a distinctive feature, another country will not, and 


will claim that registration should not be permitted. 
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The various regulations on the point are numerous. For 
instance, according to the German rules it is not per-~ 

‘eb catbic to register a trade mark which has only numerals 
or letters thereon, without a special distinctive feature. 
France, on the other hand, permits registration if numer~ 
als or letters: are used, provided the class of the goods 
is made clear, ; 

Among those who speak of postponing the date upon 
which the regulations agli go into effect, there are some 
who say that one who requests registration under these 
Regulations ought not to have his application examined 
as sated in Article VIII, Sect. 4, before registration 
is allowed, because there may be differences between 
the trade mark regulations of China and of his own country, 
and it is to be feared that a trade mark already recogized 
as lawful at home, and registered there, may be denied 
registration in China. Such being the case, and the 26th 
Regulation being altered as shown above, it will be un- 
necessary to insist on the provisions of Art. VIII, Sect.4, 
but all trade marks recogni zed in their own country as 
having a distinctive feature, and registered there, shall 
be recognized in China also, as having a distinctive fea~ 
ture, and it will not be aeceners to reject any under 


the provision of Art. VIII, Sect. 4. 


, ve + iae rey ee 2 ale 
. 3 Ars as GHA ees 
» Fs oe 
s ; ORT ae 


10oT  sevoteaua ete tnioqoent no sxoidaiuget. euoltey-edt 


-teq tom ef ¢: eelut mented enfd-o2) galbtopos , jeonesags 


aisvemya yfno asd coldw: diem ebet? so tedaiges; ot eldiagia 
sOtvse26% evisonizjath Lalooeges twodt we ,noetedd, stetted 19 
| =" SON ti mroizget7e tue etimieg ,bnad: teAdso edt. mo”, 6onett 
aboos odd to eealo eat hebivorg beam, ots..atetsel- 10° ale 
*steeLo: ebsor ai 
moqu eteb eAd anknogssoq: To Assqe odw ered} gRomA. = 


emcee ote etedt ,toette otal og. Iga enottsivges. oft .dotdw 


i ee oP ; 
rr) akan HERA Toe ae fe. SS Bagh eal tn RE 


P| 6égent tebap sottetts tyet.stepupet.odw, eno» tedé ws8.00w 
benimexe poitgoilqas aid evad:os.ton tduse anolieiuged 
notteitetge : sioted ,&.t0e8-,T ITTV: efolixArakt between 


seewfed seortetettib ed yam eteds.eaysoed ,bewolis.aet 


eeidawoo mwoiaid too bus antdd to. encltalusexn.aiem ebstd ont 
bestmooe: vbset!s Aree eber¢.s tad? bevast.ed of: et.st bas 
beineb.ed yam ,eted? betedfatget hbase ,emond da. ie twal as 

a O& edd bre tee ead anied aové . »enidd ot. nottertaizget 

ecw et Jiiw #1 ,eveods-cwode ga beisitizs anied noitsluaeH 

.&. toek. - ITTV: .t3%A to anoiatvorg ed}. neo-teteck O37. ¥188e9095 

8s YAInvoo. mwo tleds al besimgooexeittam shat? iig tod 


7 ifeie.,eted? beteds igor bag, ,etmeselt evitoniielb.sisalived: 
~set evitonivelb s anived ee ,o0ele aaniag ak: hesingooet.6d 
| | oo o"ebne Ye foo let of yteaseoen od tonjiftw. a2 baa. eis 


,% st008 ,ITIV, .¢1A: Jo, motatvotg: od? 


PAS see Se Fd 
tie fall pate 


Subject: 


Chinese Indemnity. Attitude of Foreign Repre- 


sentatives towards our claim to receive same 


treatment as other Powers. Status of th 
gotiations. 


(Confirming telegraphic correspondence with 


Department on subject, ) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


The Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


| Washingtcn, D, C, 
Sir: 


I confirm my cipher telegram of the Sth and your re- 
ply. of the 6th instant, as follows: 


Secstate, 

Washington. 

Confidential. Fifth. Chinese 
Goverrmment insists that having signed our 
bonds we ought to receive payment as there- 
in stipulated. Stop. The other Powers 
think we desire finally to profit by their 
fight for gold which our action has always 

obstructed. Stop. 

The Chinese have been very grateful 
for our just and generous position; and the 
other Powers, although annoyed, have re- 
spected us for it. Would it not be bet- 
ter, under all the circumstances of the 
case, for us to insist on our right to de- 
mand the same treatment as is given the 
others yet, in view of China's helpless 
position, waive that right and continue 

_our just and generous course, and accept 
payment according to the terms of the bonds 
regardless of the action of others or the 
more favorable treatment which China is 

| forced to give them? Otherwise, it is tc 
. be feared that the good effect of our former 
action may be lost. 

Reply acon as possible. 

(Signed) Conger. 


Sixth, Your telegram of the 5th. 
Por the present, and pending future arrange- 
ment of the whole subject, we prefer not to 
be put in an exceptional position, 


(Signed) Hay. 
When the Circular was returned to the Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps, upon which I had made the indorsement 
reported 
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reported in my Debpateh No. 1753 of November 28th, as 
follows: -- | 


With reference to the remark in the 
letter from the Wai Wu Pu to His Rxcellen- 
cy, Mr. de Gaiffier, that “America had con- 
sented to accept payments in silver", it 
is well known that the Government of the 

United States has al understood the 
meaning of the Protocol to be that the in- 
demnity was due in silver; but if the final 
decision reached by the Chinese Government 
shail be that it is to be paid in gold, my 
Government will accept this decision, and 
will expect the same treatment as is given 
to other Powers. -~— 


it was immediately re-circulated in order that the Col- 
leagues might see what I had said. After reading it, 

it was indorsed by the German Minister as follows (French 
text enclosed): -- 


From the observations of His Excel- 
lency, the American Minister, on Circular 
No. 145 it appears to me to be clear that, 
should it so happen, Mr. Conger expects to 
take, himself, individually the final 
steps, in this direction, with the Chinese 
Govermment. As a matter of fact it would 
hardly be possible for the representatives 
of the other Powers to urge upon the Chi- 
nese Government this démand of the American 
Government after the direct notification of 
the American Government to the Chinese Gov- 
ermment of its acceptance of the Chinese 
proposals. (Ciroular letter June 30, 1902.) -- 


ana by the British Minister, to wit (French text en- 
closed): -- 


My Government has always maintained 
that the indemnity was payable in gold; 
that is to say, @.g., that for every hai- 
kwan tael due to it, it must receive three 
shillings sterling. Heretofore the Ameri- 
can Government has not been disposed to 
join in this view. ne 
jag e 
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Ce aang 


Seasons for now as yment in gold in- 
pti do rer W. > has been prepared 
ee to accept up to the present time. 


The Russian, Nétherlands, Italian, Belgian, Prench, 
and others, simply added that they shared the views of 
the German and British Ministers, 

I then indorsed upon the Circular, as follows: 
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position of the United States has 
from the interpretation | 
clared in the note of : 
June 30, 1 cited by His Bxcellency 4 
Baron von Mumm; nor has the American Min- 4 
ister made demand for payment of the q 
indemnity at a rate different from that 

stated in said note. If, however, cir- 
cumstances shall at any time arise making 
it necessary for him to make such demand, 
it will of course be his duty to explain 
to the Chinese Government his reasons 
therefor. 


\ phigh OS 


Copy of the note of June 30, 1902, referred to 
Baron vor Mumm, is herewith enclosed. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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Copy of the endorsements of Their Excellencies 


the Ministers of Germany and of Great Britain upon 
Circular No. 151, of November 25, 1904. 4 


Des observations de Son Excellence Monsieur le Ministre 
des Etats Unis d'Amerique sur le Circulaire No, 143 il me par- 
alt ressortir que le cas echéant M. Conger compte faire lui- 
meme individuellement les demandes eventuelles dans ce sens 


aupres du Gt. Chinois. En effet il ne serait cuere possible 


aux Représentants des auhwen Puissances de plaider vis-a-vis 
de la Chine cette demande au Gt. Americain muxttkx«xikiumke dpres 
lg notification directe du Gt. Americain au Gt. Chinois de 1'ac- 
ceptation des propositions chinoises ( cf s.p. lettre circulaire 


de M. Conger du 30 June 1902) 


(signed) Av. Mum. 


Mon Gouvernenent i heuseurs soutenu qué bi demnlee etait 
payable en or, deut-a-tire. P.B. que pour chaque haikouan tael 
qui lui revenait il entendait recevoir trois schellings sterling 
Dans le temps ie Gouvernement des Etats Unis ata ae disposé a 
s'associer ‘ cette maniere de voir. Touten maintenant l'exact- 
itude de L*interpretation sur laquelle mon Gouvernement a ine 
siete des le commencement, je suppose que Son Excellence le Min- 
istre des Etats Unis voudra bien se charger d’expliquer au Gouv- 


@rnement chinois ses raisons pour demander maintenant le paie- 


ment en or, au licu de l'argent qutil etait pret 2 accepter 


~ 


* 
‘ ; 
4 - 
\ 
i ‘ 
41 r t : ®. 3 . Fi ° ; i 3 
: os é q a 
q ‘ ‘ : - . # A \ 
. 
- 
t 
Af 
ve 4 
if ~ ’ F — ae 
M . ; 
{ 
$ eo 
‘ 4 
a rm 
; : ‘ wi ‘ - ” “" ~~ wy 
r “ tid : a as? a ; 3 Kn abe pF ey 
> 
_ 
- 4 ‘ - - - € 
3 ; 7 
: a * — ~ > > . 7 » 
7 
; Ps F 
. . 
= 
‘ 
: ;: 7 7 . a 
: : * tet ty ‘Sat ’ & 8 : - 3 
- 
- 
H 
t 
: g - . ¢ 
i P + oa : 
7 
+ 
‘ . 
? 
@ 
- 
> 
¢ — s ._ 
Be 
% %, 
* 
7 ‘ * 1% = 
2 ~ , ¢ ‘ ‘Oy pee ey 
\ . ? x ra * é « Aa : " 
+ 
. é . v ¢ m4 as * P od ¢ : 
. % ‘ ~ ° ~~ * 8 aay” * 
, * 
. 
. , oe — * 
® = . F . . e . 5 oF + ere 
g 
2 . 
»| i 
iy 
> ? 4 . 
ct | 4 "© ‘ 
: ; . Porat ~ ; a eee t 3 
& ' 4 - 
, +4 2. & Acs UP GS g Z ; 3 f- ai 
a 
Ma 
2 ao. a 
é . 
. F * 
vty ° . * 
re a ° aX + 3 
. oi 4 # > | r a b apes = 


- a ' » ° ¢ oh 
* « v : - -  - ‘ % S 
. ‘ * eux ' ne oe af , ay 
. : a = * . 5 Be ae i i 4 
ee - * 
> 
© 
¥ 5 eo ~~ Pr ge s Fue 2 Purge y 7% wv 
n * aid s . oy y ¥ Pet ‘ 
: 


Op ee 


ae 


Enclosure No. —- In Despatch No./)¢% 


Mise. No, 1278, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 30th, 1902 


The Minister of the United States of America has the 
honor to inform his Honorable Colleagues that, instead of 
being able to join them in sending to the Poreign Office 
the identic note which they proposed to send, his Govern- 
ment has instructed him to notify the Foreign Office 
that, according to its interpretation of the Protocol, 
the Chinese Government is bound to pay the indemnity of 
450 , 000 , 000 taels in gold; but, at the rate of exchange 
of April 1st, 1901; that this rate was settled and fixed 
by Article VI of the final Protocol signed September 7th, 
1901, and that each tael paid discharges of the debt, the 


equivalent of 0,742 American gold, 
(Signed) E. H. Conger. 
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y of State. 


Subject: 


Transmitting copy of a note from Prince Ching 


asking permanent retention of Consul General 


Cheshire at Canton. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


December 10, 1904. 


The Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

Showing the high estimation in which Consul General 
Cheshire is held by the Viceroy and other Chinese offi- 
Cials at Canton, and asking his permanent retention there, 
I have the honor to transmit a copy of a note received 
from Prince Ch'ing on the 29th ultimo. 

It is most gratifying to have such an official in 
charge of American interests at Canton, after our recent 


deplorable experiences there, 


| Commending the petition of the Chinese officials 


to the Department for such consideration as may consis- 


tently be given it, in view of the recent transfer of Mr. 
Lay, I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Ak me eee ae 


Cad 


Bnelosure No, —— In “Despaten No. / 76 &. 
(F.0.N0.767.) 


Red Note from Prince Ch'ing to Hon, E. H. 
Conger, transmitting request from the Vice- 
roy of Kwangtung that Consul General Chesh- 
ire be left in Canton, 


| ea ee ee a a ee nnn boy 


I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that my 
Board has received a telegram from the Viceroy of Liang 
Kwang and others saying that Mr. F. D. Cheshire, the Ameri- 
can Consul General at Canton, is a very just and upright 
man; that although he has been in Canton but a short time, 
still, every matter with which he has had to deal has re- 


ceived the friendly consideration due to it, and such a 
man is hard to be obtained; now it is reported that said 
‘Consul is to be transferred, and the American business 
men in Canton have already telegraphed to the Department 
of State of the United States requesting that Mr, Cheshire 
be left there; they beg, therefore, that my Board will 
consult with His Excellency the American Minister and see 
if the said Consul cannot be left at Canton, to the great 
mutual advantage of both countries in all their inter+ 
course. 

It appears that Consul General Cheshire since he has 
been at Canton has conducted affairs ina most harmonious 
manner, and thoroughly in accordance with the wishes of 

the commercial interests and the people, and if he be 
not transferred it will be a great benefit to the inter- 
course of our two countries, 

Wherefore, in accordance with the telegram from the 
Governor of the Province in question, and others, asking 


that 


Sa\\ .o% dotsqaed nt — 0% emweolont 


(, T3T, 08.0.7) 


GT mort eto bex 


i em «MOH OF Bnt'dd soalit 
-solV ent mott gaevpe1 yriitimanaty ,.te_nmod 
-fleed) IeteneD IvenoD tad? geutunewk To yo" 
.mo0tned ami Jel ed eit 
vir tad? vyonet{LleoxN awoY mioctInt oF tonon end svat I 


aneid 7 rOIeoLVY enti mort mersgeley sb bevisoe Ben bts08 
~'somA ofS ,eittideed) .0 .% .%M fant selves @tenato one gr ew2 
tdaitaqy baa faut yvytevw a ef ,notnsd ts LeiemeD I[venoD ass 
,emit Itodea a Jud notnadD nk need eat of Anwontis gant {Asm 


~st gan [eeb of bad asd ef dotdw ditw Aasitiam yviteve ,iifite 


s fowe bone ,ft of eub noliaisblanoo yibnet xt eat bevieso 
‘Be tec? bettoget ef ti wom ;bentsido ed oF bisd afl nam 


seentayvd asoftemA sit bas beritetanst3 ed of af Lwaenoy 


2 


eit ot bedgstgeles ybsetia evad notnsD nt nem 
siideed) ,1M tad? aniteexspet eeteta betinU ext Yo etasta To 
{itw buso8 ym tad? ,er0teteds .nsed yen j;eted? steel od 
esa bna teteiniM nsottemA ocd? vyonelleoxa aih dt tw tivanco 
Ben ene oF ,motnsd Is ttel ed tonnes [vernon btee end Tt 
“yeink uled? Ife ni asintinuos dAgod. To agai nevhs fausum 
. Sa Hos 
Be on eonta siinasntD L[etsnep {uenod teas eteeuqs i 
avolmogtsenh Jeom a xi etiaetts betoubnos asnh moins) ts need 
to eenaiw edt difw sonabicoos at yinguotons bas ,tennam 
ed ef tt bee .elqoeq edt buns etasitsini Iseloiemmoo sz 
-tetot ent of titened iseery ae sd iiiw ii betistens1t tor 
,aetittnuoo ows two To gats09 
eis mort matygeie? ens diiw sonebi0s0s al ,eto te 18d 
anives etedto boe ,nmolvaeup al soni vor eit To tonmtevov 


Jans 


Foe “ine or 


*~ Your Excellency be consulted, and that a request be 


or Mr. Cheshire's continuance there, it becomes 


© write this letter for Your Excellency's informa~ 


tion, and I trust you will give the subject consideration 


and reply, that we may send an answer to the petitioners. 


I take the opportunity to wish Your Excellency the 


compliments of the season, 


enclosed, 


Moon, 25rd Day. (Nowember 29th, 1904, 
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Subject: 


Proposed new Trade Regulations for the West 


& 
‘4 


River approved. Copy enclosed. 


The Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


usd * 


Washington, D. C. 


enclose herewith copy of proposed new Trade Regu- 


lations for the West River, received from Consul General 


Cheshire at Canton. The Regulations having received 
the approval of all the Consuls there, I have given mine. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


our obedient servant, 
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Enclosure Ho.™ In Despatch Ho. / 765 


Art . I. Former Regulations reastnged:~ The Regulations of 


Trade on ae West River hitherto in force are sad abro- 
dated. 


Art. II. Ports, Stages or Ports of Call, and Passeng er Stations:. 


merchant vessels of the Treaty Powers are authorized to 


trade on the West River at the following four Treaty Ports: 
Canton (directly connected with the West River). 
Kongmoon, Samshui end Wuchow, 

Sieamers are authorised to land and ship goods in accord-~ 

ance with regulations hereinafter set forth at the follow- 

ing six Stages or Ports of Call: 


Kumchuk, Paktauhau, Shiuhing, Lotinghau, Takhing and 
Dosing, 
and to land and ship passengers and their luggage at any 


of the following ten regular passenger stations: 


Yungki (in Tailung Channel), Mahning (in Junction Chan- 

nel), Kaokong, Kulow, Wingon, Howlik, Lukpu, 

Yuetsing, Lukto and Pungchuen (in West River), 
Passenger's luggage must not contain articles subject to 
duty, and the presence of dutiable articles will render 
the whole liable to confiscation. 

III, Arms Certificate: - Vessels sities tne to trade on the 


“West River must provide themselves with an Arms Certifi~ 
cate. This Certificate, which is to be made out ona 
form supplied by the Customs and signed by the Captain, 
must state the number of mskets, guns, swords, etc,, and 
the quantity of ammunition carried for self defense, and 
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luced for inspection and verification when required. 
ass s of Ve nesels:- Merchant vessels trading on the 


na Waters Steamers trading to ; | 4 
permitted inland places, 


2. Local River Steamers running from Canton 


Kongmoon or Samshui to ports up river 
A. Steamers, « without leaving Liang Kwang waters. 


~going Steamers from and to 


ite Bie Sight EB agrees, 


Hongkong, Macao, ete., trading for the 


voyage up and down river, 


B. Small craft, Lorchas, Papicos, Junks, etc. tea 
art. V. A, Steamers: ~ e 


1. Inland Waters Steamers are to comply with the L 


Inland Waters Steam Navigation Regulations. | 
| 
2. Local River Steamers, which do not leave Liang 


Kwang waters, but which running from Canton, Kongmoon or ; 


Samshui are to trade only at Treaty Ports and Ports of [ea 


Call, and take passengers to and from the authorized ee : 
Passenger Stations, are to deposit their registers with | 


their Consul, or, (if Consularly unrepresented) with the 


Ie tl net R PI ae BD OT ~ re 
; sesh 
¥ . eS ee Pie ee ps Raat | Te 
BR SES LUE HELE ERE Rs eee ee ae 3 rE ogee 


Customs at Canton, Kongmoon or Samshui, where the Customs, 
on Fesespt of a Consular application or on deposit of her 


papers, will issue a Certificate to the Steamer to be 


called the "River Pass", on which shall be entered the 


Steamer’ s name, flag and registered tonnage, the said 


River Pass to be valid for the year during which issued, 4 
on expiry of which it must be either surrendered or ree- ie 


newed at the port of issue. 


5S. Foreign-going Steamers, from and to Hongkong, 
Macao, 
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, oO, etc., proceeding to the West River must enter 
either by (a) Motomoon ("Broadway"), (b) Wangmoon, or (c) 
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vie Canton, 


(a) If entering by Motomoon they must report at the 


Malowchow Station (Lappa Customs) and produce for inspec- | 


tion and verification a general import manifest of all 


cargo on board, showing destination, The Customs Offi- 


eials will inspect the vessel on arrival, note the quan- 14 


tity of arms, etc,, on board, and issue the Kongmoon Pass, 


a AR oe PA 


upon receipt of which the vessel will proceed direct and 


without anchoring, landing or shipping cargo or passen~ — : 


gers, to Kongmoon and surrender the pass, If proceeding | 


further up the West River, steamers will deposit their 


Registers with their Consul or (if consularly unrepresent- od 


ed) with the Customs, Upon receipt of the Consular re~ :. 


port, or on deposit of her papers, the Customs will issue 


BOD Hh Ca Ce <a NO BEA 


a Certificate to the Steamer, to be called the "Special 


River Pass" on which shall be entered the steamer's name, 


flag and registered tonnage, and without which she may & 


not proceed to any Treaty Port (the original port of en- i 
try excepted), Port of Call or Passenger Station on the 


river. On return to Kongmoon, and when all dues and 


OS alt oR. poe A 


duties are eigher paid or accounted for, the Customs on i. 


surrender of the "Special River Pass” will issue a Clear- i 
ance which will entitle the vessel to the return of her . 
register and Kongmoon Pass. The vessel is then free to 
depart via the Motomoon (Broadway) or via the Wangmoon as 
provided for below (b). Proceeding via the Motomoon : 
(broadway) the Kongmoon Pass will be surrendered at the La 


‘Malowchow Station (Lappa Customs) where the general export 
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anifest of all argo on board will be produced for in- 
_ spection and verification. 


(b) If entering by Wangmoon, steamers mast renert 
at the Vangnoce Station and comply with the requirements 
set forth above, (a), According to the destination de~- 


clared the = Boon Pass" will then be issued upon re~- 


ceipt of which the vessel will proceed by the authorized 
route, direct and without anchoring, landing or shipping 


cargo or passengers, to the port indicated on the Pass, 


where the latter will be surrendered, If proceeding 
elsewhere on the Vest River, steamers will deposit their 
Registers with their Consul or (if consularly unrepresent- 


ea), with the Customs. Upon Feoetpt of the Consular re~ 


port, or on deposit of her papers, the Customs will issue 


a Certificate to the steamer, to be called the "Special e. 


River Pass" on which shall be entered the steamer's name, 


flag and registered tonnage, and without which she may not 
proceed to any Treaty Port (the original port of entry 
excepted), Port of Call or Passenger Station on the river, od 
On return to the original port of entry and when all dues | 3 
and duties are either paid or accounted for, the Customs, 


on surrender of the "Special River Pass" will issue a 


Pa 
. , " wee : 
«se laos Peas Caan selene OS Tact aaa a ae Sateen # IE: ge BT, Rae, ree PEE SP Rae I I HS aE OM é ¢ Jao sp sthe a 
* 7 Ns ihe : r ; : : ie ie eee 
5 pel Pee ay . a ; % 4 nae if : Be See tr ing ; 
Sea ae ea. ere, aC PT ees). 3 or : ee ere Sn See ¥ PR PD) ns ge eee eee PL ey 
i Bee ee ge Tee ee eS as Tony ARs ee See ee = “ ; ES ve joa di Sg TOR ; 


Clearance which will entitle the vessel to the return of 
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her wich. chateaede and Sansnut Pass. The vessel is then free 
to depart via the Wangmoon or via the Motomoon (Broadway) 
as provided for above, (a). Proceeding via the Wangmoon 
the Rongmoon Pass will be surrendered at the Wangmoon sta-~ 
Rie where the General Export Manifest ofall cargo om 
oe will be produced for inspection and verification, 
(ec) If entering via Canton, vessels will proceed by a 
the authorised Bogue route direct and without anchoring, | q 
landing, or shipping Cargo or passengers and deposit their L 
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register with Consul or Customs at Canton in order to 


obtain the Special River Pass without which they may not 
proceed to any Treaty Port, Port of Call or Passenger 
Station on the West River, and the surrender of which on 
return, all dues and duties having either been paid or 


accounted for, will entitle them to Customs clearance and 


return of register. 


4. Shipment and discharge of cargo by Local River 


Steamers and Foreign-going steamers at any other points 
on the river than the Treaty Ports and Ports of Call 
enumerated in Art. II is prohibited, and any violation of 
this prohibition will be dealt with in accordance with 
the Treaty Provisions applicable to clandestine trade 
glong the coast. ae 


5. Local River Steamers and Foreign~-going steamers 


trading at the West River treaty Ports - Canton, Kong~ 
moon, Samshui and Vechow -~ must report and clear and load 
and discharge cargo in the same manner as at other Treaty 
Ports along the Coast, and in accordance with the Customs 


Regulations of the River Ports concerned, 


6. Duty Treatment of merchandise carried by Local 
River Steamers and Foreign<going Steamers: - 
y ‘A. Foreign Trade. 
] t “shall be payable as follows: on cargo from 
abroad for 


(a) a Breaty Port..... at destination Treaty Port. 
(b) a Port of Call ... at Port of entry from abroad 


oe (Kongmoon, Samshui or Canton) 
Export Duty shall be. payable as follows: on cargo for 
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ae (a) a Treaty Port eoores at port of shipment. 

(>) a Port of Call ..... at port of clearance for 
_ abroad (Kongmoon, Samshui 


or Canton). 


B, Domestic Trade. 
(Full) and Coast Trade (Half) Duties shall be 


payable as follows: on cargo from 


(a) Treaty Port to [Full at port of shipment and half at 


Treaty Port. 
(bd) Treaty Port to 
Port of Call, 


port of discharge. | 

fre another Treaty Port is to be passed 
n route, full and half at port of 
shipment ; dtherwise full only at 

- said port of shipment, 

(ce) Port of Call ftr another Treaty Port has been passea 
to Treaty Port.fen route full and half at destination 


Treaty Port, otherwise full only at 


(d) Port of Call tolIf a Treaty Port is passed en route, 


Port of Call. {full at said port in passing, 


oP Tonnage Dues are payable once every four months 
at the Treaty Port first touched at after expiry of Certi-~ 
ficate. _ = | 
8. Dues and Duties are in general payable ag at 
Treaty Ports, and Re-exports and goods under Transit Cer« 
tificates entitled to usual Customs treatment, Native 
goods if shipped to a Treaty Port and subsequently re-ex- 
ported to a Foreign Port within thirteen months, with no 
unauthorised change of package and marks will be entitled 
to the refund of any Customs Duty paid in excess of one 


full export duty. 
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9, Routes. The following are the authorised routes 
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to the West River: _ FPoreign~going steamers proceeding 
from the sea direct must either enter by 


“Junction Channel and passing into the West River 
at First cliffs. : : 
Such steamers may also proceed (¢) via Canton, in 
which case they will be required together with Local River 


Steamers to take the following route on leaving Canton. 

wiz., Hill Passage, Saiwan Channel, Tailung Channel and 
~ Junction Channel (Brit. Admiralty Chart No. 2562) ania 
enter the West River at First cliffs. Returning abroad, 
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or to Cantom, the same routes are to be adhered to, 


10, Miscellaneous. The Customs Officials will be 
at liberty to seal the hatches of vessels entering or 
trading on the West River, and seals must not be broken 
before the vessel reaches the next port or port of call 
at which she wishes to work cargo, Any trading vessel 
falling in with a Revenue Cruiser or Customs Boat is to 
produce her papers for inspection, if examination of 
them is required, and Customs employes may be put on 
board vessels to search them or accompany them for the | 


purpose of surveillance, 


Lhe. Vesseb’ taking other than the pre-~ 


scribed routes kate or out from the West River, or found 
in waters ae | Canton and Kongmoon or the Bogue Passage 
and Kongmoon amywhere off the said routes, are liable to 

a fine not exceeding 116,500, In the event of any vessel 
so found, or discovered anywhere on the West River and 
routes thereto inside Malowchow or Wangmoon Stations, being 
without proper papers as provided for by the present regu~ 


lations 
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: ‘ t ons, she wind be dealt with under the Treaty articles 
1a. ising sstine trade along the Coast, 


_ Poreign-geing vessels bound out and failing to sur- 
Lowchow 


f- Ref ailelebs 


render the are liable 


‘to a fine not exceeding T1s,100. 
Infringement of river port regulations by Local 
River Steamers will be punished by the infliction of 


penalties in force at other Treaty Ports, For a second 4 
offence the "River Pass" may be cancelled, andthe steamer : 
refused permission a trade on the West River, Unauthor- 
ised opening of sealed hatches or breaking of seals will 
entail liability to a fine not exceeding Hk.T1ls.500, 


nor at hideeuiar Stations on the West River. 


(a) Lorchas, etc,, owned by foreigners, if provided 
with Registers and entitled to fly National Fl@gs, are re- 
quired to take out a "Special River Pass" either through 


the Consulate or through the Customs direct at Kongmoon, 
Samshui or Canton if proceeding to other river Treaty 
Ports: they will report, work cargo, pay duties and ob~« 
serve all conditions as regards papers, routes, etc., 
ete., and be subject to the same penalties for the in~ 


‘frin 6f rules and regulations as Foreign-going 


steamers on the West River. 


() Papicos, etc., owned by foreigners but not pro- 


a 


vided with registers or entitled to fly national flags 


are to take out Customs registers at the port they belong 
to and FRDOT work cargo, and pay duties in ie same way 
as lorchas. They are subject to the same penalties for 
_dnfringement of rules and regulations, (c) Chartered 
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Chinese Junks chartered by 
out special junk papers at the Cus-~ 
for Bonds. ex uted at and 
stoms, the condition of the Bond being 


t cargoes are bona fide foreign property and will be 


ded and pay duty at a Treaty Port, and the penalty 


that if the cargo fails to be so landed and pay duty no 


chartered junk will thereafter be cleared for the foreigner 


question. Such junks to report, work cargo, observe 


os all conditions, fulfill all requirements and pay duties 
in the same way as lorchas, papicos, etc, 


The above regulations are open to revision when and 


if necessary. 
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; : Received December 14, 1904. 
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Secretary of State, | 


Washington. 


| 14th. Except the disturbanceg/in Kuangsi, 

which are more antiedynastic than anti-foreign, | : 
order generally prevails and the Government seems ! 
disposed anid able to preserve it. The ordinary | | 
secret societies exist, but they are not at present — 
unusually active nor is there unusual evidence of | : 
anti-foreign sentiment. Newspaper and other reports je 


are greatly exaggerated. ee: oe wr igo 
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AMERICA, “| Jan 82 1905 


BUREAU, 


’ 


) 


ondition of China as to internal peace and order. 
ecret Societies. Rebellion in Kuangsi. Chinese 
overnmment able to control situation. No occasion 


for anxiety. 


(Confirming telegrams exchanged on subject) 


AMERICA, 


r 14th. 1904, 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. Cc. 


: Me, se 
ir:=- I have the honor to confirm your undated telegrazn, . 


: 


received by me on December 13, and my reply to the same 


dated December 14, as follows;- 


"Conger, 


ely Si AR agit 
~ es 


| Peking. 
Russian Government anxious about anti-foreign | 
movement in China. They ask me to inquire. Send if 1 

possible reassuring despatch. ; 

| . ye | 
"Secstate, Washington. | 7 


Fourteenth. Except the disturbances in Kuangsi which 
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are more anti-dynastic than anti-foreign order gener- 
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. ally prevails and the Government seems disposed and 
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ad. e to preserve it. The ordinary secret societies ex- 
ist but they are not at present unusually active nor 


: ) is there unusual evidence of anti-foreign sentiment. 


» 


Newspaper and other reports are greatly exaggerated. 


Ae | : : Conger." ‘ 
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With regard to the various rumors of an anti-foreign move- 
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ment anong the people of China, I have the honor to report 


as follows:- 


. 


During the past year I have received information at 
various times of the existence and activity of certain 
secret societies in the provinces of Shensi, Kansuh, Hupeh 
Kiangsi, Honan, Chili, Shantung, Kuangtung, and Kuangsi. 


Such societies have existed under various n-mes during the 


whole perioed of the Manchu rule. As a result local rebel- 


lions occur nearly every year. At present such a rebellion : 


‘ 


exists in the provinee of Kuangei. The aim of these soci- 


eties is the overthrow of the present Manchu Dynasty. At 


* 


times, however, they have instigated attacks upon foreign- 


: ers, either: with a view to embroiling the central Govern- 
ment ina conflict with the Powers as was attempted in 
ge 1891, or to punish foreigners for what was believed to be 


a systematic planning to partition the territory of China : 


among the Western Powers, to exploit her resources, and to 


subvert her religious, social and political institutions. 
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Such was the *Boxer® uprising of 1900, 
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a At pre es are not unusually active 


' | ies: 


in the province of Kuangsi, and the movement there 


¢ ~ 


is wholly anti-dynastiec. I have the honor to state that 


. I was yesterday informed by the Board of Foreign Affairs 


that recent telegrams from the disturbed region report a : ‘ 


considerable battle as having deen Tought a few days ago, 


' 
' 


in which the rebels were completely routed, leaving be- | 


- 


8 the principal leaders is said to have been captured, 

his followers driven to their hiding places among the moun- 
tains. it was admitted, however, that a whole camp (500 
men) had deserted quite recently to the rebels, and had 
attempted to cross the border of Kueichou. This band i 
‘was assured had been surrounded and cut down almost to a 
MAN. 

The uprising in Kiangsi was confined to one district 


was directed against the District Magistrate whose ya- 


men was burned. That in Hupeh was also directed against the 


ernment, and was wholly futile. I was informed yester- 


‘s had been arrested and that two had already been de- 
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There has been no outbreak at #11 in Shensi, but the Ko- 
lao Hui is said to be reeruiting there. This is the soci- 
ety ict stirred up the Yangtze Valley in 1892, its ains 


are revolutionary, and the missionaries in Shensi and Kan- 


suh have naturally deen afraid that, if an outbreak should 


Occur, they neue become the objects of hostile attack. 

in Mareh last I reeeived a complaint from American 
wissionaries in northern Shantung against a secret society 
operating in Te-ehou near the bikie of chihii, and at once 
comzunicated with the Board “ Foreign Affairs. On the 7th. 
of April I received a reply saying that the Governor of 
Shantung had ordered an investigation, but oe nothing of 
such a society as that mentioned. During the: summer ru- 
mors began to circulate of a sattet society. operating in 
the sane region as well as in the adjoining districts of 
the provinces of Chihld and Honan, and late in August a 
letter a received from American missionaries at fa-nxing 
in this province, ceslieiad thet an anonymous placard had 
been posted on the walls of their eompound, threatening 
an attack on the 15th. of the Seventh Moon (Aug.25th.). 
the attention of the authorities was immediately called to 
the affair, and investigation was very prowptly wade, and 
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-peport of the loeal authorities, however, was to the ef- 


fect that the rumors of impending trouble were wholly 


‘ 


groundless, and that no s0ciety was planning an attack up- 


on the missionaries. About the same time that this report 


cane to hand I received a communication from an American 


missionary, telling of the revival of a "Boxer" society in 
the district of Tung-o, in western Shantung and not far 
from the above-xentioned prefecture of Ta-ming in Chihii. 
The letter inelesed a copy of a placard being circulated, 
which was an exacttranseript of one used by the "Boxers" in 
1900, The letter further complained of the persecution of 
native Christians by the said society. The matter having 
been reported to the Foreign Office, steps were at once 


taken to redress the wrongs of the Christians and to pun- 


ish the guilty parties. An Imperial Edict was issued re- 


oa 


ferring to the reports of the plots of secret societies 
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in Shantung, Honan and Chihli, and direeting the previn- 


efiel authorities to take prompt and effective measures for 


the suppression of these societies, the protection of the 
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missionaries, and the punishment of the leaders of the 


+ The two pringipals in the Tung-o affair were ar- 


of the native Chris- 
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lewed, was 
removed, and proclamations were issued warning the people 


aghinst any disturbance of the peace. 


I have the honor to report further with reference to 


this case thet within a few days past T have received a 


=. 
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note from the Board of Foreign Affairs inforuing ne that 
it had been finally disposed of by the release of the two 
leaders under bonds to avoid any further disturbance of 
the peace, the bondexen veing respectable and reeponsibie 
| eitizens of the distriet. Rev. F.M.Chapin, the American 
missionary interested also writes that the settlezent is 
satisfactory, and has sent xe copies of the bonds given. 

While this ease was pending word was received at this : 


ion of an scones oh enlistment of members by a secret 


ee ea Ye 


society, known as the Te'ai Yaian fang, in the pre fecture 


ED 


and that of Shun-te in Chihli, beth 


ePeking Railway, and situated respect- 
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: ively south-weet and north-west of the above-mentioned pre- 


feeture 
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and was rapidly spreading, they were everywhere received 


the latter , the one fif- 


other about eighty ‘wiles. Two Anericans,who visited 
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the districts nentioned after these reports had been receiv 
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od, assured ne that while the society undoubtedly existed, 
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with the greatest courtesy, and that the novement appeared 
tc be directed against the Manehu government. Gn October 


llth, @ letter was received from Chang-te, inclosing ple- 
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ecards circulated by the society, and giving further details 


as to the organization. It reported an attempted uprising 


about sixteen niles to the east of Chang-te a few days bve- 
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fore the letter was written. A few hundreds of arned nen 
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marched through several towns and villages, trying to a- 
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rouse the people to rebellion, but net with a cool recep- 
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tion, and, after trying to raid a fair, dispersed. They had 


announced it to be their purpose to sareh on the city of 


Ee 


Chang-te, into which they were to be admitted by their con- 


federates in the city. The proclamations issued evidence 


intense hostility to mission work, railways, telegraphs, 


steam-ships and to foreigners and all their inventions. 
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been assured in a note, dated Oet.3d4, that (i) the rumors 
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as to Shun-te were baseless, (11) that a society of bandits 


> 


hed been discovered at Tz'u Chou in this province (Chihli), 
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and several of its members arrested. (Tz*u Chon is about 


fifty miles south of Shun-te and the same distance west of 


2 Mcp mag tg es 


Ta-ming. it is also on the Hankow-Peking Railway, near the 


Ty ye Te 


vorder of Honan Provinee and some thirty miles north of 
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the Prefectural eity of Chang-te, above referred to.) The 


Foreign Offiee reported (111) that the Governor of Honan 
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had informed them of the arrest and exeeution of two nexz- 


A pisarring geht prem A; 


bers of the society at An-yang in that province. An Inper- 


wey at sake. ax teaion tam -ienaevic’ 


jal Ediet of December lith. says:- 


_ “Sometime ago WE received a memorial from Hsti-lin, a 
Supervising Censor, with regard to a rebellious soci- 
ety in Ho-shuo (in Honan), the membership in whieh was 

' rapidly inereasing, stating that the loeal authori- 

: ties and the ecnstabulary were ine ficient. WE at once 
issued a Pg commanding Yttan Shih-k'ai to make a 
thorough investigation and report to US, WE have now 
received his report, saying that the leaders in the 

trouble stirred up by the rebellious society at Ho- 
shue h-d all been arrested, and that the band had been 
but that the leeal officials had repeated- 
of carelessness in regard to these cas- 
me exerted 
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elves to ‘search out and arrest the guilty parties. 
seenenscseeeoee We hereby decree that Brigadier Gen- 
eral Lang Kuei-lin of Ho-=pei Chen be removed from of- 
fice ,and that the Distriet Magistrate of Hs in-hsiang 
be cashiered. We also command Ch'en K'uei-lung (Gov- 


ernor of Honan) to exercise care in the administration 
of the eivil and military affairs of his province, and 
to have them thoroughly overhauled and put in order. 


As for the rest of the menorial, let matters be dealt 
with as proposed." 


An American engineer, who returned to Peking two weeks ago 


after a journey through the region eoncerned, informed ne 
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that he was everywhere treated with great courtesy, but 
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that one of the officials whom he had met told him that the 
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secret society men were getting arms and drilling, and that 
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their aims were anti-dynastic. 
A recent memorial of the Iwperial Commissioner, T'ieh- 


liang, sent to central China to investigate financial and 


military conditions, declares that the expire is everywhere 
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infested with these rebellious societies, the people being 
driven to their organization by the extra taxes levied to 


weet the indennity due the Powers. 
In eonelusion I have the honor to state that in my 


opinion 
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opinion, while more or less disaffection exists throughout 
the eountry, it is not unusual in extent or character.The 
secret societies are chiefly anti-dynastic in their ains, 
but are also hostile to foreigners, and,were they able to 
effect a general rising, would undoubtedly attack foreign- 
ers as well as the Imperial officers civil and military. 
But these societies are scattered over an enormous extent 
of country, widely separated one from another, and not 
working in harmony. Every attempt to create a disturbance 
has been futile so far, except in Kuangsi, and there the 
rebels hold nothing but their mountain fastnesses. The cen- 
tral Government is alert and determined to prevent any dis- 
turbance of the peace, and seems to be abundantly able to 
repress any outbreak that is likely to oecur, and earnest 
in its efforts to protect all foreign lives and property. 
I ean therefore see no occasion for anxiety. 


il 


ft have the honor to be, 


Mg A Sh Pt ABA a 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Envoy Extraord 


Minister Plenipotentiary of 


Ned ae geet: Pee Sen 
shy ae 1 0¥ 


- ae 


Agee Pe Ne tdi 
$ Y aS See * > 


* 


o cee ee 


fe eet 2 oe A 


~* 


i 


| 
| fan 81 1905 


BUREAU. | December 15, 1904. 


Forwarding translation of Imperial Edict of 
December 12, abolishing Governorships of the 


Provinces of Hupeh and Yunnan, with notes. 


ahi CHIEF GLERK, 
JAN81 1905 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 15, 1904, 


The Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


hington, D. 


enclose herewith a translation of an important 
Imperial Edict, of December 12th, abolishing the governor- 


ships in the provinces of Hupeh and Yinnan, with valuable 


a! - 


notes made at my suggestion by Mr. Williams, our Chinese 


Secretary. 
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I have the honor to be, Sir, 
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Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 
Imperial Edict of Dec.12,1904. 
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Enclosure No.— In Despatch No.// 67. 


Impe lal Bdict of December 12, 1904, 
Abolition of Governorships in the two 
Provinces of Hupeh and ; 


Sees sc as Ses esserslte2r see SSSSSS8 Sz SESssesesses=ezc= 


fhe Bureau of National Administration and the Board 
of Civil Office have jointly memorialized with regard to 


the suggestion of Lin Shao-nien (Acting Governor of Ytinnan 


and Kuei-chou), recommending that where a Viceroy and 
Governor reside in the same city, producing a lack of 
unity in the administration, the Governorship in such 
provinces shall be abolished. 
We hereby decree that the Governorships in the prov- 


inces of Hupeh and Ytinnan be forwith abolished, Let the 
Viceroy of the Hu-kuang (Hupeh and Human) and the Viceroy 
of Ytin-kuei (Ytinnan and Kuei-chou) discharge the duties 
of Governors in the provinces where they reside in ad- 
dition to those which pertain to their own offices. As 
for other matters referred to in the memorial let them 


be dealt with as suggested, 


Note: The above Edict is one of considerable importance, 
as showing z eapesition to carry out the policy announced 
some time since by the Throne to abolish useless offices 
and thus secure a more economical administration of the 
Government. An Edict issued on the 21 of June last, 
after reproving the officials for their extortion and ex 
travagance, ‘eloses with these words:- "As to the excess- 
ive number of the officials in the Department of the Im- 
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perial Household and the manner in which it should be re- 


duced, 
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duced, let the Bureau of National Administration consult 
with the Department of the Imperial Household and, having 
agreed upon a satisfactory method of dealing with the ques- 
tion, report to the Throne, Moreover let all the yamens 
both in the Capital and the provinces take similar mea- 
sures, let the Princes and Ministers set aside all 
questions of friendship and in every possible manner 

strive to keep their expenses within reasonable limits: 

let them rid themselves of all officials holding sine- 
cures under them, that economy may be effected," 

To set the example in this policy, the Throne short- 
ly aftervarés abolished the lucrative post of Hoppo (Super- 
intendent of Customs) at Canton, that of Superintendent of 
Excise at Huai~-an, scarcely less lucrative than the above, 
and that of Silk Comaissioner of Nanking; and later the 
Department of the Imperial Household, as directed above, 


discharged a large number of minor officials connected 


with the Department, The Board of War also followed the 


good example and removed some two hundred clerks and more, 
@ measure which led to an attempt on the part of the dis~ 
charged men to frighten their more fortunate asscciates 
and keep them from their offices. It usually cost the 
Hoppo Tls.200,000 to obtain his post, which he held for 
three years. During that time he was able to make his 
fortune. The incumbent was generally, indeed always, a 
Manchu, and a Manchu of the bondsman class, some favorite 
of the Palace, He was bound to collect from the native 
Customs at Canton, Swatow, Hoihow and Pakhoi about Tls. 
157,000 each year. What he really did collect can in a 
measure be inferred from the following statement made 


by E, H. Parker, formerly of the British Consular Ser- 


vice: 
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vice: - "From what I could gather from the members of 
fans, silks, pearls, and other presents had to be sent to | j 


ent) of a fortnight, a quarter, a half-year, and a year." | a 


the Viceroy's staff, at least a million Taels a year in 


Peking at intervals (according to the nature of the pres- 


The Superintendent at Huai-an apparently had charge of the 
salt gabelle as well as the native Customs of that region. 
The Huai-an Salt Administration is the most important in 
the Empire, and the revenue received therefrom is esti-~- 


mated by Parker at Tls,3,000,000 per annum, What the 


) squeezes are over and above this sum cannot be guessed, 


but many fortunes have been made in the office. The 
Chinese Red Book gives the annual income from the Huai-an 
native Customs as T1s.201,960, but this is of course but a 
part, probably a small part of the collections. Hereto- 
fore there have been three Siik Commissioners; one each 
for Nanking, Soochow, and Hangchow, As Nanking and Soo- 
chow are inrnthe same province, that at Nanking was abol~ 
ished. The Silk Commissioner furnishes the Court with 
all the silk and satin needed for the Imperial Household 
and for the sacrifices to the Imperial Ancestors, He 
gets a good price for each piece, but pays the manufac~ 
turers much less of course, There is probably not much 
Saving to the Government effected by putting the orders 
for Nanking and Soochow into the hands of one man, 

The abolition of the two Governorships of Hupeh and 
Ydmnan is a more practical measure. Under the Ming Dynas~ 
ty there were but fifteen provinces in China proper, which 


number the present dynasty increased to eighteen by divid-~ 
ing some of the larger provinces. During the Ming period 
the Treasurer was the head of the province for all practi- 


cal 
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- al purposes, but Inspectors, under the same title now 
translated Governor, were also appointed to check the ad~ 


ministration, and in the closing years of the dynasty 
Governors General or Viceroys began to be added, The 
present rulers, being of an alien race, increased the 
number of Governors General to strengthen their authori- 
ty, and made the Inspectors resident Governors, Not all 
the provinces were placed under Governors General however. 
There were but eight in all and this is the present number, | 
They are the Governor General or Viceroy of Chihli, the 
Metropolitan province; the Viceroy of the Liang Kiang at 
Nanking, governing Kiang su, Anhui, and Kiangsi; the Vice-~- 
roy of the Hu Kuang at Wuchang, governing Hupeh and Hunan; 
the Viceroy of the Min~Che at Foochow, ruling Chekiang and 
Pukien; the Viceroy of the Liang Kuang, at Canton, over 
Kuangtung and Kuangsi; the Viceroy of Yain~-kuei, at Yannan 
Pu, over Yannan and Kuei-chou; the Viceroy of Szechuen, 
at Ch'engtu, over Szechuen; and the Viceroy of the Shen- 
kan, at Lanchow, with jurisdiction over Shensi, Kansuh, 
and Chinese Turkestan, This leaves Shantung, Shansi, 
Honan, three provinces without Viceregal jurisdiction. 
But the Viceroy of Chihli, having but one province under 
his control, is often charged with especial authority to 
interfere inthe administration of these provinces, and 
as Superintendent of trade for the North he has jurisdic~ 
tion in commercial affairs in North China generally, as 
his colleague at Nanking has over Southern China. The 
Governor of a province is not subordinate to the Viceroy, 
but rather an associate, ranking with but after him. The 
Viceroy, or Governor General, has however some functions, 


not possessed by the Governor, as he is invested with con- 


trol 
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trol of the military forces in his jurisdiction. 
As a check to any traitorous designs which he might 


harbor, he is given another associate, the Tartar General, 


who has command of the Manchu troops in the vieroyalty, 
and jurisdiction over all Manchu subjects. The provinces 
which formerly have had governors as well as viceroys are 
Kiang~-su, Fukien, Kuangtung, Y@nnman, Hupeh. Of these 

the Governorship of Fukien was abandoned after the cession 
of Formosa to the Japanese, and by the present Edict those 
in Hupeh and Yinnan are abolished, leaving Kiangsu and 
Kuangtung as the only two which still have both officers 
residing in them. In Kiangsu, however, they do not live 
in the same city, the Viceroy being at Namking and the 
Governor at Soochow, As these two provinces are the 
most densely populated in China and have commercial inter<- 
ests of surpassing importance, and as both Viceroys are 
charged with important military functions, it is not like~ 
ly that the »Governorships will soon be abolished, 
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his intention to abandon his American citizenship. 


r 


Referring to Legation Despatch No. 1304 of 
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May 25, 1903 and Instruction No. 691 of July 


eera ye 


Citizenship of Louis Bockelmanp declaration of 


9, 1903. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 16, 1904, 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
Referring to my Despatch No. 1504 of May 25, 1906, 
and Department's Instruction No. 691 of July 9, 1903, in 


reply, regarding the citizenship of one Louis Bockelmann, 


I have to report that, as suggested by the Department, I 
sent for him to come to the Legation to discuss the ques- 
tion; but he never came. 

It now transpires that in a recent case before the 
German Consul at Tientsin, where he was being tried for 
some misdemeanor, he declared that, in joining the German 
military forces in 1900, it was his intention to give up 
his citizenship in the United States of America, as will 
be seen from the copy of a note from the German Minister 
which I herewith enclose. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


- 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure No, — In Despatch No, 176%, 


German Minister to Mr. Conger. 


Peking, December 15th 1904. 


Dear Mr. Conger, 
Referring to our conversation on the subject of the 


nationality of Mr. Bockelmann I beg to state that accord~ 


ing to a report addressed to me by the Imperial Consul at 
Tientsin Mr. Bockelmann has declared, that by joining the 
German military forces in North China in 1900 he had the 
dintention to resign the citizenship of the United States 


’ : 


of America, In concequence the consular court at Tien«= 
tein has acknowledged him to be a German subject and has 
tried him for toleration of gambling in the public house 
kept by him in Peking for which he has been find 20 Marks 
or two days impriscnment. 
Believe me, dear Mr. Conger, 
Yours very sincerely 


(Signed) A Mumm 


His Excellency 
Mr. EB. H,. Conger, | 
Minister of the United States of America. 
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ASSISTANT SECRETA 


e~ — ) 


JAN 31 1905 


Subject: 
Investigation and report on murder of Miss 
Josephine E. Desmond at K'uecheo Fu, Chehkiang, 
by the Boxers; recommending payment of indemnity. 
Compliance with Instruction No, 842 of Oct. 
6, 1904. 


WF 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 19, 1904. 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 
Sir; 


Acknowledging receipt of Instruction No, 842 of Oc~- 


tober 6th last, and complying with its instructions, I 


directed the Consul General at Shanghai to make an in- 
vestigation and report concerning the murder of Miss 
Josephine E. Desmond at K'uecheo Fu, in the Province of 
Chehkiang, during the Boxer outbreak of 1900. 

He encloses me a letter from Mr. J. W. Stevenson, 
the Deputy Director of the China Inland Mission, which 
gives the story of the murder. As this agrees so exact- 
ly with the facts as published and fully understood by 
everybody at the time, I have concluded it was not nec- 
essary to demand further proofs. In my judgment, there 
can be no doubt of the murder of Miss Desmond by the 
Boxers at the time and place stated. I therefore recon- 
mend the payment of such indemnity as the Department may 
determine upon. 

I enclose copies of the letters of Consul General 
Goodnow and Mr. Stevenson. 

I have the honor to be, 8ir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures; 
Mr. Goodnow to Mr. Conger, ois 8. 1904. 
Mr. Stevenson to Mr, Goodnow, Dec. nieres 
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NERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, 


Shanghai, Cc. 6th, 1904. 


Hon. E,. H, Conger, 
BE. EB, and M, P., U. S. A. 
Peking. 
Sir: 

Replying to your No, 2678 of Nov. 15th asking a re- 
port of the matter of the death of Miss Josephone Desmond; - 
I hand you herewith a letter from Rev. J. W. Stevenson, 
Deputy Director China Inland Mission. If this is not 
sufficient please write me, 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
John Goodnow 


Consul General, 
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; J. W. Stevenson 


~ ee _ Consul General Goodnow. 


CHINA INLAND MISSIO¥, 
Shanghai, 


December 5, 1904. 


John Goodnow, Esq. 

Consul General for the United States of America, 
Shanghai. 

Dear Sir, 


In reply to your favour of to-day's date, asking me 
to send proof of the murder of Miss Jowephone Desmond, 
I beg to say that the above mentioned lady was a mission- 
ary in connection with the China Inland Mission, station- 
ed at K'fi-cheo Fu in the Province of Chehkiang, and that 
on the 2lst July, 1900 she was massacred with other mis- 
sionaries. A native evangelist from the neighbouring 
city of Ch’ang~-shan informed us of the sad fact, and 


this was Confirmed later by a native pastor named Ch'en- 
tien-fu, who was with Mr. and Mrs. Thompson and Miss Des-~ 
mond on the ‘day of their massacre. The Chinese offi- 
cials of the place never called in question the fact of 
Miss Desmond's murder, and for which they had to undergo 
punishment. The officials and gentry of K'fixcheo later 
on prepared a cemetery, in which the remains of Miss Des~ 
mond were reverently and publicly deposited and a suitable 
monement erected, 

In my opinion there can be no possible doubt as to 
this gr occurrence onnthe date mentioned. 


a) J: W. Stevenson 
, China Inland. Mission 
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Strength of Legation Guards in Peking December 
1, 1904; list enclosed. 
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ak -EGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
pee oo PEKIN, CHINA. 


, December 19, 1904. 


‘The Honorable 
John Hay, | : : 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C, 
Sir: 
have the honor to report that the Belgian Govern- 
, ment has now established a Legation Guard in their com- 
pound, consisting of a lieutenant and twenty men, Some 
months since the Netherland Guard, which had heretofore 
consisted of only a sergeant and five men, was, by the 
arrival of another contingent, increased to a lieutenant 
and forty-one men. Handsome and substantial barracks 
have been built in each Legation. 
: The combined Legatiom Guard is therefore at present 
composed of 71 officers and 1980 men, as per the list 
enclosed herewith. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


oe Enclosure: | ; 
: List showing strength of Legation Guards 
in Peking, December 1, 1904. 


Includes a Chap- 
| lain, 


261 Note. 1 Officer, 
| 2 N.C.0fficers and 
26 Pyvts. enroute 
| to join, 
British | 
Italian 207 
Japanese 270 
Dutch a | 
(Cossacks) 37 
| : 21 133 159 
am 1821 
_ ——_—_—___1.—. _ - —_ . _— 
: Compiled by Captain A. W. Brewster, 9th Infantry, Mili- 
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American China Development Co. Case. 
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American China Development Co. Case. Confirming 


Subject: 


Department's telegram of Nov. 19; enclosing copy 
of Note to the Poreign Office, not replied to. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
KIN, CHINA. 


~p-phen OP © 


cember 20, 1904. 


The Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


ashington, D. C. 


confirm Department's telegram of the 19th ultimo, 


‘as follows: 


Conger, 
Peking. 


Your telegram of the 15th re- 
ceived, Strongly urge on Chinese Govern- 
ment not to take action contemplated un- 


til interested parties have been heard 
from. 


(Signed) 


Immediately on receipt of the above I sent to Prince 


. 


Ch'ing a note, @ copy of which is herewith enclosed, \but 


. 


as yet have received no reply. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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‘From my dovernment re~ 
ported to you in my note of the 15th inst., concerning 
the declared intention to annul the contract of the Chi- 
aene Government with the American China Development Com- 
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pany, I have received this morning a telegram from the 
Secretary of State, instructing me to further protest 
against the proceedings contemplated, and especially to 
strongly urge the Chinese Government to take no action 
in that direction until the parties interested can be 
further heard from, 
I must therefore in the name of my Government, ask 
Your Imperial Highness to give orders to postpone the 
threatened action, Your Highness certainly cannot be 
willing to permit a course of action which will unneces-~ 
sarily and unjustly prejudice the rights of the citizens 
of the United States, or in any way disturb the very 
pleasant and friendly relations of our Governments, Con- 
fidently awaiting an early and favorable reply, I take the 
occasion to renew to Your Imperial Highness the assurance | i 
of my highest consideration. 
(Signed) E. H. Conger, 

American Minister 

© 
To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch' ing, 
Srosident of the Board of Foreign Affairs, 
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ect. 
Receipt of Instruction No. 852 of Nov. 3, with 
reference to the accidental shooting of a Chin- 
ese by an officer of U.&S.S."VILLALOBOS"; no ree 


presentations made by Chinese Government on sub- 


ject up to this time. 
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:D STATES OF AMERICA, 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Depart- 


men Instruction No, 852 of November Srd, with enclosures, 
with regard to the accidental shooting of a Chinaman by 

an officer of the U. S. S. S. "Villalobos" while practicing 
at sub-caliber target-firing. Up to the present the 
Chinese Government has made no representations to me in 


the matter. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


a 


ae 


Your obedient servant, 


December 21, 1904. 


A 
fger to the Secretary of State. 


ect: 
Chinese Indemnity. Representatives likely to 
agree to Chinese proposals of payment on gold 


basis. Difficulty of fixing average monthly 
rate of exchange. Status of negotiations. 


PP at me | 


Confirming telegram received Dec. 20, 1904. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
x PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 21, 


The Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 
sir: 


I have the honor to confirm your cipher telegram of 
the 20th instant, as follows: 


"Conger, 
Peking. 

 g@Oth. Referring to matter of 
payment of indemnity in gold. The Chi- 
nese Foreign Office telegraphs Chinese 
Minister at Washington: ‘Difference of 
opinion exists among diplomatic representa- 
tives at Peking concerning Chinese pro- 
posals which Foreign Office states as 
follows: First; the average gold rate to 
be taken for each month. Second; interest 
at four percent to be deducted on all pay- 
ments in advance each month, Third; no 
interest to be allowed on shortage from 
high rates of gold in past.’ The United 
States accepts these proposals in entirety 
subject to conditions set forth in my tele- 
graphic instructions of the sixth instant. 

(Signed) HAY." 


Referring to my despatches Nos, 1755, 1755 and 1765, 
of October 26th, November 28th and December 9th, respec- 
tively, I have the honor to report that the efforts to 


come to some agreement upon this question have continued, 


Further calculations have been made and tables prepared 
showing how much arrears under the plan proposed the Chi- 


nese Government would be obliged to pay and how much the 


Powers 


Powers would lose; but none of them are yet conceded to 
be accurate. — 

According to the calculation of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, it would have to make up to all the Governments a 
total of about 51,052,405-8-10, of which the share falling 
to the United States would be about $373,819,158, The 
total loss to the Governments by accepting this plan, in- 
stead of insisting upon full payment of the deficit claim, 
will probably be something over 8400,000, 

A meeting of the Diplomatic Corps was held on the 
14th of December, at which it was disclosed that the rep- 
resentatives of the Powers were not yet agreed; the Jap- 
anese representative had received no definite instructions; 
the British, French and Belgian had been authorized to ac- 
cept; the Russian and German said their Governments were 
only willing to allow interest at the rate of two per- 
cent on future payments made in advance. And several ob- 
jected to the methods of calculation employed to arrive 
at the amount of arrears because they deemed them too fav- 
orable to the Chinese. 

A most difficult question, and one upon which there 
is considerable disagreement, is that of determining the 
average daily rate of exchange for any month. There is 
no regular daily fixed rate in Shanghai, each bank having 
a rate’ of its own, which varies considerably according to 
the size of the transactions. But even this could all 
be averaged if the bankers would disclose their business, 
which they unquestionably will not. 

A plan suggested by several, and likely to be adopt- 
ed, is to take the average daily price of silver in Lon- 


don, adding a reasonable charge for transportation of the 


metal. 


E 
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" ye 


¥ 


ce 


metal. 

The Bankers’ Commission has been requested to furnish 
a table showing exactly what arrears will be due January 
first if all payments are calculated at a gold rate. The 
receipt of this is expected soon. 


From private conversations with the various Ministers, 


I am guite certain that all will finally agree. The de- 


lay is caused by some of the Governments trying to make 

the best possible bargain with the Chinese. Our position 
is well understood by both the Chinese Government and the 
representatives of the Powers; and, following your instruc- 


tion, I shall accept the arrangement whenever it is final- 


4 


ly agreed upon. 
I do not send you copies of the priliminary tables 
above mentioned, because they are incomplete and incor- 


rect. As soon as the figures are definitely agreed upon 


I will transmit a copy. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


oh Pee Dade 


Subject; 


Forwarding duplicate copies of minutes of 
Meetings of Diplomatic Corps, July 8, 1902 
to November 1, 1904. 


€ 


In continuation of No. 1454 of Dec. 14, 1903. 


. CHIEF CLERK, 


FEB 7 1905 
Department of State. 
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E UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. — 


December 24, 1904, 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring to my No. 1454 of December 14, 1905, I 
have the honor to enclose duplicate copies of the minutes 


of the meetings of the Diplomatic Corps from July 8, 


1902, to November 1, 1904, inclusi 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


i ee ee 


SEANCES DU CORPS DIPLOMATIQUE 
POSTERIEURES A LA SIGNATURE DU PROTOCOLE, 
‘en date du 8 Juillet 1902. 


La séance a lieu & la Légation des Etats-Unis sous la présidence de M. Conger, Doyen. 


Sont présents: les ministres d’Allemagne, des Etats-Unis, de Grande-Bretagne, du Japon, 
de Portugal et de Russie, et les Chargés d’Affaires d'Autriche-Hongrie, de Belgique, d’ Espagne, 
de France, d'Italie et des Pays-Bas. 


‘Le Doyen rappelle que la réunion a été convoqué a la demande du ministre de Russie. 

M. Lessar déclare que, l'article VI (§ c ) du protocole stipule que le Gouvernement Chinois 
remettra au Doyen du corps Diplomatique a Pékin un bon global qui sera ultérieurement trans- 
formé en coupures revétues de la Signature des délégués du Gouvernement Chinois désignés 
a cet effet. Vu l'accord heureusemeut survenu au sujet du partage de l’'indemnité entre les 
Puissances, le moment est opportun pour s’occuper de la question. Jusqu’a présent la Chine 
n’a pas nommeé de délégués pour signer. les coupures. Le Représentant de la Russie dans la 
Commission des banquiers de Shanghai a fait savoir a M. Lessar que le taotai, qui insiste sur 
le paiement en argent de l’indemnité ne consentira pas sans un ordre de Pékin, a apposer sa 
signature sur les coupures. Ii aura d’ailleurs parfaitement raison, puisqu’il n’a pas de pleins 
pouvoirs a cet effet. Il serait absolument oiseux de soulever la question 4 Shanghai ov elle n'a 
pas la moindre chance d’aboutir. Dans ces circonstances, le ministre de Russie s'est fait un 
devoir de s'adresser au Doyen pour le prier de convoquer une réunion ot on se concerterait pour 
arréter les termes d'une lettre au Gouvernement chinois l’invitant & nommer les délégués prévus 
par le protocole. L'opération méme de la transformation du bon global en coupures est du 
ressort de la Commission des banquiers. | 

Sir Ernest Satow a entretenu son délégué a Shanghai de Ja question; il préférerait, en ce 
qui le concerne, que Jes coupures de Vindemnité anglaise fussent signées par Je ministre de 
Chine a Londres. La raison invoquée pour faire contresigner les « bons » a Londres, c'est 
que, pour tous les emprunts chinois, cela c'est toujours pratiqué ainsi et que le public a plus 
confiance dans la signature d’un ministre que dans celle d'un obscur taotai. 

M. de Mumm n’exprime pas d’opinion pour ou contre la proposition de Sir Ernest Satow, 
a laquelle s’est rangé, en ce yui le concerne, M. Lessar, a savoir de faire signer.les coupures.a 
Shanghai et de les faire contresigner dans les différents pays par les ministres Chinvis accrédités. 
Il tient a rappeler que, lorsqu’on a rédigé le protocole, on était d’avis de ne pas faire connaitre 
au Gouvernement Chinois le montant des indemnités respectives. — L’idée était que le bon 
global de 450 millions de taéls devait étre divisé en coupures, portant |’équivalent en monnaie 
de chaque pays, les dites coupures étant remises:a la Commission de Shanghai chargée de la ré- 
partition, On propose aujuurd’hui que chaque Puissance agisse par-elle méme, c'est la dissolu- 
tion de l’accord des Puissances. 

M. Conger dit que le protocole ne donne pas de détails sur la maniére dont la commission 
des banquiers devra procéder a la confection des coupures, mais qu’évidemment elle ne recevra 
pas d’instructions l’autorisant a violer la lettre du protocole. 

_ Sir Ernest Satow fait remarquer qu’on a proposé mais qu’on n'a pas décidé que chaque 
« bon » porterait la mention de son équivalent dans les différentes monnaies ; que les taux de 
change, mentionnés au protocole ne correspondent pas aux valeurs intrinséques des monnaies 
respectives, que le Gouvernement anglais désirait que ses « bonds » fussent établis en L sf. et 
ne voit pas l'utilité de dissimuler le chiffre des indemnités de sngeaued wes Ila dit cela dans 
les conférences qui ont précédé la signature du Protocole. 

. de Mamm insiste pour que si l'on prend une décision, on ne la prenne qu’a bon 
escient, Ce sera la premiére fois que les Chinois connaitront officiellement le montant des 
indemnités de chaque Puissance. 


* ee ay 
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Sir Ernest Satow. Ils le connaissent, puisque le taotai verse a + age digs ” avi 
revient a la Puissance qu’il représente. ee: 


M. de Mumm n’est pas tout fait sit, d’aprés ses renseignements, 
chaque délégueé a part le montant qui lui revient. Une conaalnenan officielle | eman des 
différentes Puissances pourra permetirée aux Chinois de rduvéir da discussion avec chaque Pu 
sance, de demander par exemple aux Etats-Unis Vexécution de leur promesse de réd 
d’indemnité, ou a d'autres Puissances, dg consentir aa paiemeut de leur dette en argent, 

M. Lessar. Parfaitement, ceux qui acceptent le paiement en argent, pourront donner suite a 
leurs offres, 

M. Conger sugyére que la commission des hanquiers indique qui elle veut comme déléguées 
pour contresigner les coupures ou qu’on demande simplement aux Chinois de désigner des 
délégués conformement aux stipulations du protocole. 

M. de Mumm ne pourrait, sans instructions, déclarer quels délégués les Chinois doivent nom- 
mer, mais il se rangerait 4 l’idée de M.. Conger de demander ‘Paremnens et slnpigeent aux 
Chinois la nomination d'un ou plusieurs délégués,. 

M. Conger. Tout le monde consent-il a l'envoi d’une lettre dans-ce sens? 

M. Uchida ne connait pas les vues de son Gouvernement. Tl ne pourrait que demander 
aux Chinois la nomination de délégués, d'aprés les termes du protocole. 

Sir Ernest Satow répondant a M. de Muinm qui a dit que, en demandant a faire contresi- 
gner 4 Londres les bonds par un délégué Chinois, le G! Britannique s’écartait du protocole, fait 
remarquer qu’a Shanghai on ne pourrait imprimer « les bons, « puisque aucune imprimerie 
de cette ville ne posséde les moyens techniques nécessaires. On serait forcé d'envoyer a !’étran- 
ger pour les faire imprimer. D‘aprés lui, il ny rien dans le protocole qui oblige la signature 
des coupures par un seul délégué chinois ni qui limite Je lieu de signature 4 Shanghai. Toutes 
ces questions sont @ régler entre les délégués d’aprés les instructions qu ‘ils recevront de leurs 
Gouvernements. 

M. de Mumm pense que beaucoup de Gouvernements. ccux en tous cas qui ont émis des 
emprunts, se contenteront d’un seul « bond », Si tous le faisaient, il u’y aurait qu'onze bonds 
a préparer, et l’opération pourrait étre faite a la main. 

Sir E. Satow croit que son Gouvernement désirerait avoir des coupures., 

M. de Mumm dit que sans instruction de son Gouvernement, il ne pourrait — comme M. 
Uchida— qu’accepter ta proposition faite par M. Conger, en conformité avec le protocole. 

Plutot que d’écrire une lettre non détaillée au Ouai-du-pou Sir Ernest Satow préfererait 
que la Commission de Shanghai fat autorisée & discuter avec le taotai la question de la no- 
mination du ou des délégués Chinvis. 

M. Casenave ne pourrait signer qu’une Jettre conforme aux stipulations du protocole. 

M. Lossar fait observer que le taotai se refuserait a discuster la question de la nomination 
des délégués, ce qui est d’ailleurs naturel de sa part. 

Sir Ernest Satow insiste et dit que son Gouvernement voudrait que les bonds fussent au 
moins contresignés & Londres. _ 

M. de Cartier. L’affaire pourrait étre réglée entre M. Hillier et les délégués chinois. 

Sir Ernest Satow. M. Hillier duit consul'er ses collégues de Shanghai a ce propus. Il ne 
voit aucune difficulté a ce que la forme des bonds ne soit pas indentique pour chaque Puissance, 
puisque dans chaque pays, il y a des formes de bonds plus appréciées par le public. Finale- 
ment on décide de demander des intructions aux Gouvernements. 


M. Conger fait donner lecture par M. Kahn, de la lettre du Général Lefévre, concernant 
le rembuursement des dépenses occasionnées au Gouvernement. a par la _démolition 
des forts, en dehors de son territoire. 

M. de Mumm qui revient de Tientsin a recueilli des informations au sujet de la démarche fai- 
te sans succes par le Gouvernement provisoire auprés de M. Detring, Commissaire des Douanes, 
pour obtenir les fonds nécessaires. D’aprés son échec, le Gouvernement provisoire cherche & mas- 
quer sa retraite. Il s’était adressé & M.. Detring parce que, en s’engageant a lui verser les recet- 
tes de Douanes, il avait stipulé que le Commissaire devrait payer les frais de démolition des forts. 
En réalité, le G'- Provisoire a des fonds de réserve, et s’estimera satisfait si on lui conseille d'y 
prélever l’argent nécessaire aux frais des travdéux de démolition. Ce serail au dire du délégue 
allemand, le sentiment de tous ses collégues. | 

M. de Mumm propose que la Commission de rédaction prépare une lettre en conséquence, 
que le Doyen enverra, apres l'avoir fait circuler. Accepte. 


| Casenave come successur de M. Beau & la Com- 


q erty a ae 
; d'e lettre: du Général Creagh dicant que In portede 
e est agjourd'bui terminée et demandant a qui il faut en 
ttre la garde. Senadinererta Gtre aux allemands et aux américains qui tiennent 
Prat a droite et 4 gauche de: cette porte. Mais le Ministre em i dit qu'il faudrait 
stipuler que cette porte ne sera pas fermée sans le consentement du Corps Diplomatique et 
yen ne sean 58 wesia se: persahaanre char ‘Mesures relatives a la circulation yer la porte. 
A pté, gee Pe 
On fait. eltberen: pe mya pas. de satatorne donnant: aceds a la voie au sud de la ‘porte 
et qu'il n'y a plus de chemin praticable entre Tsienmen et Hatamen au sud de Ja muiriuille. 
Sir E. Satow conseillera-& l'administration du chemin de fer de faire le nécessaire. Sur 
une remaryque de M. de Mumm M. de Cartier promet de demander a l'administration du Loa Han 
de rétablir la voie — — grorcereegs entre le Chemin de. fer de Paoting et la muraille. 


L’examen des Réglements de la Cour, mixte de Shanghai est ajourné, plusieurs des repré- 
Sentants étant sans instructions. 


On passe a Vexamen de la proposition du Gouvernement anglais d’autoriser la Chine a 
s’acquitter de sa dette en argent. 


M. Kahn donne lecture des observations faites sur la cirevlaire du Doyen cammunignant 
a note de Sir Ernest Satow, _ 

Le Ministré d’ Augleterre donnie, si ‘caoshoune uns de ses eollégues ont regu des réponses 
de leurs Gouvernements au sujet de la proposition qu’il a présentée. 

M. Conger répond que son Gouvernement I’a invité a accepter la proposition relalive aux 
paiements annuels pour l'année mentionnée, mais sans préjuger en riewla position qu'il a 
déja adoptée,.a-l’égard de tous les paiements. 

M. Dahle avait cablé a Tokyo le sens de la communication de Sir Ernest Satow. 

Le Gouverneme if Japonais estime qu'il faut s’en tenir aux termes du protocole; bien 
que la baisse de |’argent affecte actuellement les ressources de la Chine il est impossible de 
prévoir si cette haisse continuera ov s’accentuera, et prématuré de discuter la question posé 
par le Gouvernemet anglais. 

M. de Mumm partage l'avis de M. Uchida et ses réfléxions concernant la baisse de l'argent, 
dont les cours remontent d'ailleurs en ce moment. 

Depuis qu’il a signé la circulaire contenant la proposition de Sir Ernest Satow ; il a recu 
des instructions de son Gouvernement confirmant l’avis qu’il avait exprimé sur cette circulaire. 
Sur la question de droit, le Gouvernéméit de’ Berlinestimfie, que d'aprés les termes du prota- 
cole, la Chine est indubitablement tenue d’effectuer ses paiements ou effectivement en or. 
ou en argent d apres le cours du change aux diverses échéances. 

Le Gouvernement allemand regretterait vivement que I'étonnante tentative des Chinois 
d‘obscurcir uw point de droit parfaitement ‘lair he rencontrat pas l’opposition formelle qt’elle mé- 
rite et‘ qué de ce fait, dn encouragedtl@#Chineg & Wautres violations des stipulations au Protocole. 

Sur la question de fait, il en serait différemment, si la‘ Chine: était ‘dans. l'impossibilité 
absolu de satisfaire 4 ses engagememts. 

Dans ce cas, il ne resterait plus aux Puissances que d’accorder a la Chine insolvable une 
éduction approprice, Mais, évidemment il ne saurait appartenir de décider ce point, pas plus a 
ra Chine seule qu’a une seule des Puissances intéressées ; ce droit ne pourrait étre exercé que 
Ipar la totalité des Puissances signataires du Protocole, aprés mdr, examen de leurs repré- 
tants & Pékin. Nous ne nous ee, pas en cas de besoin, ace que la as de cette 
situation fdt faite. 


Si l'une des Puissances ale désir de donner des facilités, ale Chine, clest une question — 


qui la concerne et dans laquelle l’Allemagne n'a rien.a nes mais jes autres. Puissances. conser- 
vent naturellement leur liberté d'action... " 

Le Gouvernement Italien, dit le. Baron Resaann, a d’opinion wee si toutes les Puissane es 
reconnaissaient l'insolvabilité de la Chine, il faudrait aviser mais que le texte du protocole est 
clair et qu'il ya lieu. de s'y tenir pour Je moment... 13 

Mf. de Rosthorn dit que son Gouvernement ne saurait neceoter la proposition du Gouverne- 
ment Britannique. 

M. Lessar a recu hier des instructions de St Pétersbourg. Le Gouvernement Impérial fidéle 
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4 ses sentiments d'amitié pour la Chine ne peut accueillir que favorablement 'id 
en aide dans sa situation difficile. la Russie a été te premidre de tes les Pui 
donner son consentement 4@ la demande des. Chinois de consolider:en or le s ded 
inscrits dans le nouveau tarif spécifique, sonsthivdas igen thdsiolasnmiienanane | 

de l'Empire est incontestablement le moyen Je plus efficace pour parer aut difficultés d 
ses actuel. Pour ce qui est du mode de paiement de Vindemnité par la Chine te 
Impérial ayant présenté des réclamations trés modérées en comparaison des anenaeae, 
ayant plus tard consenti a une réduction considérable, ne saurait encore-accéder a de nouvelles 
concessions entrainant des grandes pertes pour la Russie. Aussi, en pleine conformité au pra- 
tocole final de Pékin, mon Gouvernement, comme: d’ailleurs la grande majorité des autres — 
insiste sur le paiement de |’indemnité en or. Si pourtant deux des Puissances signataires du 
Protocole, les Etats-Unis et la Grande-Bretagne, malgté ses stipulations claires et précises, 
consentaient au paiement de l'indemnité par la Chine en argent, cette décision ne pourrait 
étre considérée que comme un dessin bienveillant de faire une: nouvelle réduction essentielle 
des sommes qui leur sont dues. Cette décision sans obliger naturellement les autres Puissances 
de suivre l’exemple de |'Amérique et de l’Angleterre, ne saurait étre accueillie — la plus 
vive sympathie.— 

M. Casenave, M. de Cartier n'ont pas encore recu d’instructions. Le Chargé ¢ Affaires de 
France est d’ailleurs persuadé que ses instructions seront conformes a celles de M. Uchida et 
de la majorité de ses collégues. 

Sir Ernest Satow propose que les réunions qui auront lieu pendant la forte saison have 
soient convoquées pour 8 heures du matin, pour éviter aux membres du Corps Diplomatique 
‘de circuler sous le ‘soleil pendant les heures les plus chaudes de la journée. 

Accepté. 

La séance est levée a onze heures et demie. 


Le Secrélaire, | aes Le Doyen, ‘ 
Gaston Kaun. | 4. H, Cones.” 


Annexe NW I 


Le Général LEFEVRE, Commandant le Corps d' Occupation Francais en Chine, Doyen des. 
Commandanis . des contingents allies, 4 Monsieur le Ministre des des Etats-Unis d' Amérique, 
Doyen du Corps. diplomatique, Pékin. 


Tien-T'sin, le°28 Juin 1902. 


‘MonsiEuR LE MINISTRE, 


J’ai 'honneur de vous adresser ci-joint la copie d'une lettre que je viens de.recevoir : dw 
Conseil du Gouvernement Provisoire du district. de Tien-Tsin relative au remboursement des 
frais occasionnés par’la démolition des forts de Shan-Hai-Kouan. 

Je vous demanderais, Monsieur le Ministre, de vouloit bien communiquer ce dossier: a 
Messieurs les Membres du Corps diplomatique et de me sed connaitre par la suite la ‘solution 
proposée. 


Veuillez angrier Monsieur le wrnaietre, les: ssserences de ma haute considération. 


J. Lirtvar. ~ 


Les Weintres du Conseil du Gouvernement Provisoire & Monsieur le Général LEFE VRE, 


Commandant la Brigade d’Occupation francaise en Chine, Doyen des Commandants des 
Contingents Alliés.— Tien-Tsin. 


Tien-Tsin, le 25 Juin 1902. 
Mon Gestnat, : 
a ~ Nous avons.I'honneur de vous rendre compte que sur l ordre, du Conseil des Commandants 


des Contingents Alliés; nous avons eatrepris la démolition des forts de Shan-Hai-Kouan, situés 
en dehors du territoire soumis a la juridiction du Gouvernement Provisoire. 

« . Pour léxécution de ces démolitions, nous avons pnt des contrats avec différents entre- 
preneurs et les travaux codteront $ 67.500. 

Le Conseil du Gouvernement Provisoire s’est adressé au Commissaire ne Douanes 
impériales Maritimes Chinoises, seul agent officiel du Gouvernement Chinois avec lequel nous 
sommes en relations, pour obtenir le remboursement des sommes qui auront été dépénséed pour 
ces travaux. 

Nous vous adressons ci-joint la réponse de ce haut fonctionnaire et nous avons Il‘honneur 
de vous prier de vouloir bien demander a Monsieur le Doyen du Corps Diplomatique par quels 
moyens le Gouvernement Chinvis remboursera au Gouvernement Provisoire les dépenses faites 
par lui pour la démolition des forts de Shan-Hai-Kouan. 

Veuillez agréer, mon Général, l'assurance de notre profond respect. 


Signe: Colonel O. SuLiivan. 
Commandant Casanova. 
Lieut.-Colonel ARLABOSSE. 
Major FaLKENHAYN. 
Lieut.-Colonel Haraba. 


Bureaux de la Douane, le 23/6 1902. 


MEssikvns, 


J'ai Vhonneur de vous accuser reception de votre lettre du 17 courant, relative. la destruc- 
tion des forts de Shang Hai Kouan et aux dépenses que cela occasionne au Gouvernement 
Provisoire, et pat laquelle vous-me demandez de rembourser la somme. de $ 67.500, ainsi 
dépensée, en vous basant sur ce que les dits Forts se trowvent en dehors du territoire placé sous 
votre juridiction. 

En réponse, j'ai I'honneur de vous informer que j'ai transmis immédiatement votre demande 
ry Ingpecteur ( Général des” Douanes, qui me charge de vous dire que les Douanes n’ont rien a 
voir a cette question. 


Je regrette beaucoup de n’ avoir pu. étre de. quelque. ulilité au Gouverhement ; Provisoire 
£ cette. occasion. 


a yi | nil ¥ pal a ‘Signé : Derarne 
a Commissaire det Douanes.’ 


er) 


Le Doyen ds Corps diplomatique & Monsieur le Géncral LEFEVRE, & Tientsin 


Co. 8 - . 
a *? 3 ; ‘ ¥ ; 
27 , . eo = ~% s bam r - * 


Pékin, le Juillet 1902. 


MONSIEUR LE GENERAL, 


Par une lettre en date du 28 du mois dernier, vous avez bien voulu me communiquer une 
demande des membres du Gouvernement Provisoire, relative au remboursement d’une somme de 
$ 67.500 dépensée pour la démolition des forts de Shan hai Kouan et que le Comm 8 
Douanes de Tientsin s'est refusé 4 effectuer, = 

Je n'ai pas manqué de soumettre la question & la réunion du Corps d ndiiawé's du 8 de 
ce mois Mes Colégues m’ont unanimement chargé de vous faire savoir que, dans ces conditions, 
ils estiment que la somme en question devrait étre prise sur les fonds de réserve que posside 
le Gouvernement Provisoire. 

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Général, les assurances de ma nent considération, © 


A uve : : 
uid Enxner Sarow 
Si" LESsaR - 
Ucnipa 
CARCER 
| J. Loupon 
sate Swett E ROMANO 
CASENAVE 
E. de Cartier 
A. RosTHuorn 


Annexe III 


Peking. June 30, 1902 
Dean M’ Dean. nee 


In consequence of the fallin silver and of the consequent. additi en to the burden of indeb- 
tedness ‘which Cliina has ‘to ‘support, His Britannic Majesty’s*Gov ernment have come to the 
conclusion that ‘the powers ought to'allow a relaxation of the terms it upon her, in repect 
of the indemnity provided for under Article 6 of the'final Protocol, ‘and they consider that the 
most convenient form of doing this would be that the Powers should agree to accept, during the 
years 1902 to 1910 inclusive, the sum of H. K: Tis 18.829. 500 in silver according to the 
actual figures of the table of amortization, crediting the Chinese government with the corres- 
ponding amounts in gold and writing off the balance due for those nine years altogether. ae 

Such a mode‘of proceeding seems'to His Majesty’s government, preferable to attem ae 
to alter the basis of the tariff revision, or to recalculate the indemnity, with the object of 
ing the one or:the otber into accordance with the situation, created by the fall in the bane 
t value of silver... .. 


ae. 


a 


I have ‘the honor to request you, Dear M" Dean, to be so good as to bring the foregoing © 


expression of the views of my Government to the knowledge of our Colleagues ce tra 
the Powers that signed the Final Protocol of September Ts. 
I have the honor to be 
Dear M* Dean 
Your most obedient Humble servant 
S. for tne - tnister': Warten Townin 


A 
Peking, July 1%. 1902 


The Dean has the honor to circulate, among his Honorable Colleagues, a letter frown His 
Excellency, the British Minister, proposing, in bebalf of His British Majesty’s Government, 
a'relaxation of the terms iinposed upon China by the Final Protocol, and the acceptance during 
the years 1902 to 1910, of 18,829,500 taels in siver, writing off the balance due for those 
nine years etr.... 

E. H. Coneer. 


_ My instructions would permit me to agree to arcept such payments, but notas a concession 
to the Chinese ; because my government’s interpretation of the Protocol is that the amount, 
mentioned by Sir Ernest Satow, is all that the Chinese government is Bound to pay. 


E. H. ConGcEn. 


Je ne manquerai point de communiquer la proposition anglaise 4 mon Gouvernement, 
uiais, jusyu’d nouvel ordre, je dois me tenir aux termes stricts du Protocole final et je doute 
fort que le Gouvernement Impérial puisse consentir a une autre solution, qui nous priverait 
d'une partie des sommes dies pour le remboursement des frais de guerre. 3 

. Mum. 


Je partage le point de vue de Son Excellence le Ministre d’Allemagne. 
LEssar. 


D'accord avec mes Honorables Collégues d’Allemagne et de Russie, je ne puis que trans- 
mettre a mon Gouvernement la proposition formulée par S E. Sir Ernest Satow. 


BEAU. 


Comme mes honorables Collégues, je ne puis me prononcer que dans le sens conforme aux 
termes stricts du Protocole, 4 moins que mon Gouvernement, a qui j’ai demandé de nouvelles 
instructions, ne prenne une décision différente. 

Ucuipa. 


Jusqu'a présent, le Gouvernement Italien est d’avis quill serait dangereux d’établir comme 
précédent toute modification aux pactes du Protocole, mais je m’empresserai de lui communiquer 
la proposition du Gouvernement Britannique. 


RoMANO. 


D’accord avec MM. les Ministres de Russie, d'Allmagne, de France, du Japon et d'Italie, 
je ne puis que transmettre 4 mon Gouvernement la proposition émise par M. le Ministre de 
Grande-Bretagne, en lui demandant des instructions. 

: KE de CARTIER. 
Je devrai —_——- demander des instructions. | 
Loupon. 
Vu: CARCER 
Vu; ALMEIDA 
Vu; le 2 Juillet 
A. RosTHoRN. 
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Réunion du Corps Diplomatique en date du 7 Janvier 1903. 


“s 


La Séance est ouverte a onze heures du matin a la Légation des Etats-Unis, sous Ta 
présidence de M. Conger, Doyen. — 

Sont présents MM. les Ministres de Belgique, de Corée, des Etats-Unis, de France, d’Italie 
et les Chargés d’Affaires d’Allemagne, d'Autriche-Hongrie, d’Espagne, de Grande-Bretagne, 


du Japon, des Pays-Bas et de Russie. Le Chargé d’Affaires de Portugal en voyage n’assiste 


pas a la séance 


Le Doyen demande quil soit donné lecture par M. Kahn du proves-verbal de la derniére 
reunion, tenue le 8 Juillet 1902. 

Ce procés verbal est Adopté. 

M. Conger expose ensuite l'objet de la réunion actuelle, qui est de signer une protestation 
contre, le refus par le taotai de Shanghai de compléter en fin de semestre, le versement en or 
du reliquat de l’annuité pour 1902. 

Tout le monde est prét a signer, sauf le Ministre des Etats-Unis, dont le Gouvernement 
n’interpréte pas l’article VI du Protocole, comme les autres Puissancer. 

Il est procédé a la signature de la lettre de protestation dont les Ministres présents ont 
déja approuvé les termes. M. Conger la fera parvenir, ainsi que la traduction Chinoise, aux 
Plénipotentiaires Chinois, le Prince K’ing et Wang Wen tchao. Il remettra également en circu- 
lation les brouillons frangais et Chinois de la lettre pour qu’on puisse en prendre copie. 

M. Conger suisit l'occasion de la réunion actuelle pour proposer -d'adresser les remerci- 

ments du Corps Diplomatique a tous les interprétes, sans ee qui ont servi au cours des 
négociations. Cette motion est adoptée a l’unanimite. 
MM. Conger rappelle que, lors des derniéres séances, on avait suguéré |’organisation d'une 
sorte d’administration municipale du quartier Diplomsti tique, et la fusion des Sections actuelle- 
ment divisées. Il est tout a fait partisan de cette solution, et contraire a Ja multiplication des 
organisations qui est pleine d inconvénients. — 

M. Joostens. Il vaudrait mieux n’avoir qu'une administration municipale et répartir les 
frais entre les résidents. 

M. Townley partage cette maniére de voir. 1] sait que Sir Ernest Satow avait mis deux con- 
ditions & son acceptation de la fusion; 1° la constitution d'un cadastre authentique du quartier : 
2° la résolution de Ja question des glacis. Or, le cadastre est en voie d'achévement, et quant 
a la question des glacis, elle n’a rien qui presse. Le Chargé d’Affaires de Grande-Bretagne 
soumettra a Londres le projet d’organisation du quartier-Est et a offert de s’y rallier si son 
Gouvernement consent. 

M. Dubail. Plus t6t se fera l’organisation commune du quartier et mieux cela vaudra. Le 
Ministre de France est prét a toutes les concessions pour faciliter |’entente. 

Tous les Ministres et Chargés d’Affaires présents, y compris le Représentant de la Corée, 
auquel M. Kahn traduit le résumé de la discussion, s’associent aux paroles de M. Dubail. 

M. Townley, quand il aura pris connaissance des réglements d’organisation du Quartier 
Est, (dont il désire envoyer la copie 4 Londre} les transmettra au Doyen. M. Conger en donnera 
connaissance aux autres ministres du quartier-ouest (Corée, Hollaunde et Russie), et fera con- 
naitre 4 M. Joostens, Doyen des Ministres du quartier-Est le résultat.de l’examen. 


La Séance est levée a Midi. 


Le Secrétaire, Le Doyen, 
Gaston Kaun, E. H. Concer. 


NOTE @ S.A.I. le Prince K’ING et @ S.B. WANG WEN CHAO. 


7 Janvier 1903 
ALTESSE IMPERIALE, 
Excerence, 


Nous avons été avisés par la Commission de banquiers de Shanghai chargés de touei er 
lindemnité due par Ja Chine aux Puissances signataires du Protocole du 7 Septembre 190) 
que le tao-tai des Douanes émettait la prétention de verser le montant de la susdite Staats 
échéant le 31 Décembre 1902, en argent et qu’il se refusait a compléter la perte du change et 
a verser le supplément nécessaire pour parfaire en or le deuxiéme semestre de l’anné 1902. 

s avons l’honneur ily sed la bienveillante attention de Votre Altesse rapes et de 


, PROCES VERBAL 
de la réwnion du Corps diplomatique en date du 28 Janvier 1903: 


Présidence de son Exc. M. Conger, Ministre des Etats Unis de Amérique du Nord et 
Doyen du Corps Diplomatique. 


Présents LL. EE. MM. Joostens, Ministre de Belgique, Dubail, Ministre de France 
Pak, Ministre de Corée ; M. de Carcer, Chargé d'Affaires d’Espagne, M. London, Chargé 
d’Affaires des Pays-Bas, M. de Rosthorn, Chargé d’Affaires d’ Autriche-Hongrie, 
le Bon y, der Goltz, Chargé d'Aff. d’Allemagne; W. Townley, Chargé d’Aff. de G4e Bretagne: 
G. de Plancon, Charge d’Affaires de Russie; Matsui, Chargé d’Aff. du Japon; S. Exc. le 
Cle Gallina, Ministre d'Italie. s’était fait représenter par le Be? Romano Avezzana, 1° 
Secrétaire de la Légation ; M..d’Almeida, Chargé d’Aff. du Portugal, était absent. 


M. Casenave 1° Secrét. de la Légation de France, decupe les fonctions de Secrétaire . 
La séance est ouverte a 10h. 15. 
Le Procés verbal de la derniére séance tenue a la date du 7 Janvier 1903 est lu et adopte . 


M. Conger fait remarquer qu’a plusieurs reprises des circulaires ont été égarées.— Doré- 
navant elles seront envoyges avec une liste et suivant un ordre fondé sur la proximité des 
Légations. — Chaque Chef de Mission voudra bien signer la circulaire et indiquer l'heure a 
laquelle il laura transmise a la Légation voisine., 

Lecture est ensuite donnée de la réponse adressée au Pcs King et 4 M. Wang Wen Chao 
relativement a l’indemnité. 

Le Doyen déclare que, pour les mémes raisons qui l’ont empéché de signer la derniére note 
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il ne peut non plus signer celle-ci ; Je Gouvernement des Etatsrnis ne désire d'ailleurs pas 
recevoir immédiatement le bon représentant sa quote-part. 

M. W. Townley demande pourquoi l'on continue a éerire aux deux Plénipotentiaires le 
Pee King et M. Wan Wen Chao. La réponse a la derniére note n'est signee que tas le 
Prince King. 

M. Dubail insiste pour que Je Corps Diplomatique continue a écrire gone deux Plénipo- 
tentiaires ; il sait par expérience que la valeur de eer engagements revétus seulement 
de la siguature d’un seul des Plénipotentiaires a été contestée. — Il serait méme expédient de 
faire faire au Gouvernement Chinois, par un interpréfe, une remarque au sujet de la nécessité 
de deux signatures. 

La note est ensuite signée par les Représentants des Puissances. 

M. Conger donne lecture de la lettre de la Chambre de Commerce de Shangbal du 9 Janvier 

1903 sur l'amélioration de la barre du Whang poo. Un grand nombre de ses Collégues se sont 
ralliés a l'opinion du Ministre de France qui a fait la remarque que la lettre de la Chambre 
de Commerce aurait dd passer par l'intermédijaire du Corps Consulaire de Changhal. Tl convient 
donc d’examiner s'il sera donné suite immédiatement au veeu de la Chambre de Commerce, ou 
si le Corps Consulaire sera préalablement consulté. 

M. Dubail pense que, dans cette question l'avis du Corps Consulaire est conforme a celui 
de la Chambre de Commerce et ne fait pas d’opposition a ce que, pour cette fois, il y soit im- 
médiatement donné suite. Mais il pense qu'il y aurait lieu de prier la Chambre de Commerce 
de ne point persister dans une facon de procéder qui pourrait, 4 un moment donné, soit retarder 
Ja solution des affaires, soit mettre Je Corps Diplomatique en conflit avec le Corps Consulaire. 

M. Joostens propose qu'une observation en ce sens soit faite dans la réponse qui sera 
adressée a la Chambre de Commerce. 

M. Conger est en état de se joindre 4 ses collégues quelle que soit la démarche a laquelle 
ils se décident auprés du Gouvernement Chinois sur ce sujet. Il a déja entretenu le Wai Wou 
Pou de la barre du Wang poo dans l'une des derniéres visites qu'il a faites. Les Ministres 
Chinois lui ont déclaré qu’aussitét que le nouveau Vice-Roi arriverait 4 son poste, il recevrait 
d’eux par le télégraphe l’ordre de nommer le Commissaire Chinois de la Commission. 

M. Joostens et le Baron von der Golts préférent l'envoi d'une note collective a celui d’urfe 
note identique. La note collective a plus d'action sur lesprit des Chinois. 

Le Comité de rédaction est chargé de la rédaction d’une note que le Doyen metira en cir- 
culation. 

M. Conger soumet a ses collégues la demande du Corps consulaire de Shanghai madbast 
les facilités & accorder aux Consuls pour |’entrée en franchise de leurs bagages et effets per- 
sonnels. Il ne considére pas que rien ait été réglé par Ja lettre écrite le 17 mai dernier, par le 
Bor Czikann de Wahlborn, alors doyen du Corps Diplomatique, 4 Sir Robert Hart. 

M. Dubail tient a relever, dans la circulaire émise par le Doyen sur ce sujet un mot qui 
lui semble inexact. M. Conger a seinblé considérer que |’entrée en franchise accordée aux Diplo- 
mates pour leurs effets personnels ne constituait qu'une « courtoisie ». — Or cette entrée en 
franchise est, en tous pays, considérée comme un droit pour les diplomates ; en pays de 
juridiction, comme la Chine, elle est considérée comme de droit également pour les Consuls 
de carriéve — dans les pays de droit commun la franchise est fréquemment accordée aux Consuls 
sous condition de rériprocite. 

M. le Bom Romano est du méme avis que M. Dubail. 

M. Joostens retire l’observation qu'il avait ajoutée a la circulaire du Doyen et dans laquelle 
il fait allusion a l’art. VI du Protocole. Le Protocole ne spécifie rien en ce qui touche spécia- 
lement les Consuls mais le Corps diplomatique s'est engagé a supprimer les entrées en franchises. 

M. Dubail propose d’écrire au Gouvernement Chinois pour lui demander de rétablir les 
franchises des Consuls de carriére telles qu’elles existaient avant les événements de 1900, 
mais sans faire allusion au Protocole. 

M. Conger déclare que le Gouvernement Américain n’accordant pas la franchise aux Con- 
suls, il ne saurait, quant a lui, se joindre 4 une démarche officielle faite auprés du Gouvernement 
Chinois pour solliciter une faveur qne son Gouvernement n'est pas disposé a reconnaitre par la 
réciprocité. Il est prét, néanmoins, # demander des instructions 4 Washington, au cas ot le 
Corps diplomatique voudra réserver la question pour une discussion ultérieure. 

M. Dubail pense qu’on pourrait, sans faire de démarche officielle, demander au Doyen 
d’entretenir Sir Robert Hart de la question. 
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tae de se vharger de cette démarche dans ces conditions. 
Le shige beakers dete Cieenidieanat + advenabs 6 pin bellipees touchant l’audience 

a solliciter de LL. MM. a l'occasion du nouvel an. 1! semble que la majorité soit d’avis qu’il 

vaille mieux demander cette audience par des notes identiques que par une démarche du Doyen : 

il est prét @ se rallier & toute vpinion qui réunira la majorité, 

Le Bom von der Goltz estime que chaque Légativn doit écrire deux lettres : une dépéche 

officielle: sollicitant Haudience, et une lettre rouge contenant les ‘félicitations de chaque repré- 

sentant aux membres du Wai wou pou. 

M. Conger prie ensuite ses rollégues de Sonteudre sur la question du nombre et la qualité 

des personnes qui doivent étre admises. aux audiences diplomatiques. 

Le Bom von der Goltz ne voit aucun inconvénient a ce que ce nombre soit limite, puisque 
chaque Légation a maintenant des occasions d’emmener tout son personnel et méme des personnes 
étranyéres lorsqu’elle obtient une audience spéciale. 

Le Corps diplomatique admet la reégle suivante. : 

« Sera inscrit sur les listes des audiences diplomatiques, tout le personnel des Légations, 
« comprenant les Secrétaires, attachés et interprétes ainsi que les éléves interprétes chargés de 
«fonctions dans les Chancelleries des Légations, les attachés militaires et navals, le médecin, le 
« Commandant des Gardes ou un officier le remplacaut, et le Chapelain. » 

M. Joostens fait la remarque que certains Gouvernements, comme le Gouvernement Belge, 
n’ont, jusqu ici, accordé aucune récompense a ceux mémes des membres du Corps diplomatique 
de Pékin qui avaient rendu le plus de services dans les négociations qui ont précédé le Protocole. 
I serait dispose, — a lui, & adresser une liste et a demander des décorations pour ces 

nes, 

M. Juostens se réserve de préciser sa proposition dads une note qu’il aura l’honneur de 
communiquer 4 ses honorables collégues par |’entremise de 8. E. le Doyen. 

M. Dubail appuie cette proposition en ajoutant qu'il est prét 4 demander des décorations 
pour tous les Chefs de Mission signataires du Protocole. 

Les Représentants d’Espagne, d’Allemagne et dAutriche-Hongrie font observer que leurs 
Gouvernements ont déja accordé des récompenses a ce sujel. 

Le Bom von der Goltz demande si, en présence de la situation de la Chine, il ne serait 
pas convenabile d’examiner les conditions moyennant lesquelles il sera possible d’avoir la certi- 
tude que le paiment anquel s'est engage la Chine, sera effectué. 


M. Joostens propose d’attendre, pour entamer un échange de vue a ce sujet que la Chine. 


fait manqué a un paiement. 

M. Townley attire |’attention de ses collégues sur Jes infractions au Protocole commises 
récemment par la Chine : il signale notamment le fait qu'au Honan et au Chan-si, les procla- 
mations publiant les condamnations des functionnaires et le blame de la Cour pour les événe- 
ments de 1900, n'ont pas été affichées. 

M. Dubail ajoute que les Chinois se disposent, en ce moment, contrairement aux enga- 
gements qu’ils ont souscrits, a reconstruire Tsienmen ; des nominations de mandarins qui, 
selon le Protocole, ne devraient pas étre remis en fonctions, ont lieu tous les jours. 

M. Conger propose qu'une note Collective mentionnant apposition de proclamations ou 

‘lanomination de mandarins coupables soit rédigée: elle sera mise ensuite en circulation et 
envoyée au Gouvernement Chinois. 
La Séance est levée a midi. 


Le Secrétaire, Le Doyen, 
CASENAVE. , E. H. Conggr. 
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Annexe N° 1 


Prince of CHING, President of the Board tof Foreign Affairs, ate 
to Hon, E. H. CONGER, U. S. Minister, and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, in Reply to 
Joint Note of Jan. 7th. 1903. : 


On the 9th. of the Twelfth Moon, XXVIII Year of Kuanghsi (Jan. 7th, 1903) I had the 
honor to receive, as forwarded by Your Excellency, a joint note from the Ministers residing in 
Peking as representatives of the fureign Powers, saying:— — 

« We are in receipt of a telegram from the Bankers’ Commissivn at Shanghai, appointed 
in compliance with the Protocol to receive the indemnity payments, stating that the Oustoms 
Taot’ai of Shanghai was willing to make the payment on the indemnity, due Dec. 3ist. 1902, 
only as reckoned in silver, and that he was unwilling to make good the deficit on the silver 
payments of the half year, needed to bring them up to the amount required in gold. On receiv- 
ing this information, we felt that such action under the present circumstances was wery 
unfortunate, that, if your honorable Government should be willing to violate in this manner 
the Treaty already entered into between China and the other Powers, the responsibility would 
certainly not be light nor insignificant, and we have joined in preparing this note to’ bring the 
matter to the attention of Your Highness, in the hope that you will carefully consider before 
deciding. » 

« We, Prince and Ministers, note that the amount of the indemnity, as fixed by the 
Protocol, was determined upon an estimate of China's ability by the foreign Powers. Bui, if 
China’s ability were equal to the payment, she would not indeed be unwilling to act in-accor- 
dance with the agreement and make good the deficit as reckoned by the present price of gold. 
But, unfortunately, the price of gold to-day is very dear, with the result that the deficit on 
China’s silver payments in accordance with the amortization table of the Protocol is a very 
heavy one. 

The Viceroys and Governors of the various provinces have all joined ina hetegeam which 
has come to us, saying: — 

« We have well-nigh exliausted every resource to provide for the recognized indemnity ; 
the distress is real and it is impossible to make further appropriations. » 

This poverty-stricken condition has sometime ago come into the cognizance of Your 
Excellencies. We, Prince and Ministers, have many times deliberated upon it; we can not 
but seek to devise a plan that will satisfy both parties, and we propose to request that the 
present new Customs’ Tariff may be considered a gold tariff, that the Customs’ duties payable 
by the merchants shall all be paid ‘according to the price of gold, so that China may have . 
somewhat to depend upon in making up the deficit. If the Powers appreciate that China is 
really iu difficulty, it would seem proper for them to agree to this arrangement. I have: pre- 
pared a more detailed statement of the matter, which I forward to Your Excellency, the 
Doyen, that you may transmit the same to the various, foreign Ministers for their examination. 
Or, perhaps, they muy propose some other plan which will enable China to meet ber obligations. 
I carn Woes that the matter will be taken into consideration and that I may have a reply. 
For this I sincerely pray and long. 


A necessary Despatch. 
Kuanghsu XXVIII Year, Twelfth Moon, [9th. Day. { January I7th. 1903. ) 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT. 

Examination shows that when the Plenipotentiaries agreed to an indemnity of Four Hun- 
dred and Fifty Millions, they at that time examined the Amortization Table in the Annex to 
the Protocol, and thus learned that China really could make provision for the annual payments 
required by the table, and so gave their consent. 

_ At that time one Hai-kuan Tael could be exchanged for Three Shillings, English gold, that 
is for 36. Pence. _ Looking back over the past few years, we find that the usual market price has 
been Three Taels to the gold Pound, that is One Tael exchanged for 80 Pence. During the 
past two or three years the rate fell finally to 36 Pence, and people generally thought that this 
was the extremie limit, that it could fall no farther. Who knew that it would daily fall steadily 
t6 its present point where One Tael is worth but 26 Pence? All who buy gold to-day, as com- 
pared with the date at which the Protocol was signed, must pay out one-third more of silver, 
more ot less. These circumstances must be well known to Your Excellencies. 

After the signing of the new Treaty we sent instructions to each of the provinces to provi- 
de monthly payménts and send them to Shanghai, and also directed the Customs Taot’ai to pay 
over each month the proper proportion of the sum mentioed in the Table of Amortization. That 
he is at present unwilling to make good any deficiency is not that he is unwilling to act according 
io the Treaty, but is really a strict compliance with the instructions given by the Board at the 
time us to the amounts to be paid over. As to how to deal with the matter, it appears that the 
difficulty at present in China’s making larger payments of silver is that her receipts fall below 
the estimate that was made beforehand. The fact that a tael can buy but 26 Pence and can 
not buy 36 is one that we have many times reflected upon. Ifthe various Powers will consent 
that new Customs Tariff may be considered a Tariff payable in gold, then every merchant who 
pays one Tael in accordance with the requirements of this Tariff, must pay sufficient silver to 
buy 36 Pence, and thus it would seem easier to proceed in accordance with the original arrange- 
ment. If'we shall receive your consent then it will remain for the Customs to make an average 
for each month of the rate of exchange and at the end of each month announce beforehand to 
the merchants how much a person paying One Tuael in the following month will have to pay to 
make good { the exchange ). Thus both parties will alike avoid suffering any loss. 7 


Annexe N°2 
Note collective a envoyer aur Plénipotentiaires chinois en réponse a leur note du 17 Janvier. 


Auresse IMPERIALE, 
EXCELLENCES, 


Nous avons l’honneur d'accuser réception & Votre Altesse et & Vos Excellences de la lettre 
qu’Elles ont bien voulu nous adresser en réponse a notre note collective en date du 17 janvier 
relative au payement de |’indemnité. 

Nous y avons relevé avec plaisir que le Gouvernement chinois ne méconnaissait pas 
l‘obligation qu'il a de payer l’indemnité en or, ou en uve quantité d'argent équivalente au- 
montant en or. D'ailleurs nous connaissons trop le scrupule que le Gouvernement Impérial 
apporte & remplir ses engagements pour avoir douté de lui. 

Thimporte maintenant qu’en conformité de ce qui a été convenu des bons ou coupures défini- 
tifs soient délivrés a'la Commission des banquier, tels.qu’ils ont été présentés par elle. - 

Nous insistons spécialement sur l’urgence de la.remise de ces titres. 


Hi ne nous serait pas possible de soumettre a l'examen de nos Gouvernements les considéra- - 


tions ¢ontenues dans la lettre de Votre Altesse et Vos Excellences, aussi longtemps que nous 
naurons point obtenu pleine satisfaction en ce qui concerne la‘signature et la remise des bors 
ou coupures définitifs. | v2 ; | 
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Réunion du Corps Diplomatique du 14 Février 1903. 


Présidence de S. Exc. M. Conger, Ministre des Etats-Unis d’Ammbrique, loyen du Corps 
diplomatique. 


Etaient présents, LL. Exc. MM. Joostens, Ministre de Belgique ; Uchida, Ministre du 
Japon ; le Comte Gallina, Ministre d’Italie; Pak, Ministre de Corée; Dubail, Ministre de 
France ; de Carcer, Chargé d’Affaires d’Espagne ; M. de Rosthorn, Chargé d'Affaires 
d ‘Nutriche-Hongrie ; le Baron von der Goltz, Charge d’Affaires d’Allemagne; d’Almeida, 
Chargé d’Affaires du Portugal; M. Townley, Chargé d’Affaires d’Angleterre ; de Plancon 
Chargé d’Affaires de Russie et Oudendijk. Chargé d’Affaires des Pays-Bas. 


M. Casenave remplit les fonctions de Secrétaire. 
Le Procés- Verbal de la séance du 28 Janvier est lu et adopte. 


M. Conger appelle |’attention de ses collégues sur une lettre du Doyen du Corps Consulaire 
de Shanghai signalant au Corps Diplomatique le fait que les autorités chinoises auraient interdit 
exportation du riz sauf contre paiement de droits plus élevés que ceux qui sont prévus par les 
Traités. 

Le Baron von der Goltz a appris également que, du port de Chingkiang on a interdit |’ex- 
portation d’autres céréales — il a faitune démarche verbale pour protester contre les mesures 
prises par le Gouvernement Chinois. 

M. Walter Townley fait remarquer que cette interdiction est formellement contraire au 
Traité de Tientsin : il a déja écrit personnellement sur ce sujet au Ministére des Affaires Btran- 
géres et propose que le Comité de rédaction soit chargé de préparer une note pour le Prince 
K’ing. | 

La proposition de M. Townley est adoptée. 


Le Doyen rend compte de la démarche que, au cours de la derniére séance, ses collégues 
!’ont chargé de faire auprés de Sir Robert Hart, au sujet de l’entrée en franchise des objets 
destinés & l'usage personnel des Consuls. L’inspecteur Général des Douanes lui a répondu par 
écrit qu'il estimait que la question devait étre traitée avec le Wai- Wou-Pou. M. Conger ajoute 
que comme il Ia fait savoir précédemment a ses Collégues, il n’est pas en situation de signer une 
lettre demandant cette entrée en franchise sans instructions qu ’il est, d’ailleurs prét 2 demander 
a son Gouvernement. 

M. Dubail pense qu’il serait expédient de traiter la question en conversation : on pourrait 
pour montrer au Gouvernement Impérial que le Corps Diplomatique w’entend en réclamant 
cette franchise, que faciliter aux Consuls fo nsas ease de leur mission, ne la demander 
que pour une certaine quantité d’effets. 

M. Joostens estime que lors des négociations qui ont précédé le Protocole du 7 Septembre 
1901, il n’a pas été dans les intentions du Corps Diplomatique de supprimer les franchises des 
Consuls ; dans ces conditions, il serait possible de les révlamer en se placant sur le terrain de 
ce qui existait autrefois. 

M. de Rosthorn ajoute que la suppression de ces franchises constitue pour le Corps Consu- 
laire une diminution de prestige qu’on ne saurait lui infliger. 

Le Comte Gallina rappelle que le Corps diplomatique, dans sa derniére séance, a considéré 
les exemptions douaniéres des Consuls non comme une faveur, mais comme un droit. — Dans 
ces conditions il conviendrait de traiter la question officiellement avec le Wai-Wou-Pou: pour 
cela, chaque chef de mission devrait demander a son Gouvernement la facon dont .il envisage 
cette question, ensuite une démarche pourrait étre faite. Comme un certain laps de temps s’écou- 
lera avant que les réponses parviennent au Corps diplomatique, on pourrait, jusque la, signaler en 
conversation, la situation actuelle au Prince K’ing en lui demandant de la — provisoirement. 

La proposition du Comte Gallina est adoptée. 


— LXXVII — 


M. le Doyen a été saisi d'une correspondance relative aux loteries établies sur les conces- 


sions Européennes de Shanghai, il propose de laisser étudier et régler cette question sur place 
par les Consuls. 


Le Baron von der Goltz fait remarquer ‘@ailleurs que les plaintes élevées par les Chinois 
a ce sujet, ne seraient guére fondées élant douné que des loteries Wactlonnent sur une foule de 
points de points de l'Empire. 

Le Baron von der Goltz attire l’attention de ses Collégues sur le nou paiement en or de 

l’indemnité et sur les mesures qu'il convicndrait de prendre pour y remédier. 

Le Comte Gallina et M. Dubail acceptent de causer de la question officiellement et sans qu'il 
soit fait mention au Procés-Verbal des opinions émises. 

M. Walter Townley rappelle a ses Collégues qu’a la derniére réunion du Corps diplomatique, 
les Représentants. 4 Pékin sont tombés d’accord pour limiter le nombre des hommes qui pour- 
raient étre invités a | audience donnée au Palais Je jour de l’an ; rien n’a été fait en ce qui 
touche les dames. A la derniére audience qui leur a été accordée par!’ Impératrice, il semble que 
certaines personnes aient é1é admises qui n’auraient pas dd y assister ; il importerait de limiter 
les admissious, au tnvins pour l’audience du jour de l’an, qui semble avoir un caractére officiel, 
quitte 4 ce qu'on puisse ze montrer un peu plus large pour l'admission aux autres audiences 
qui auraient l'apparence d'un garden party. 

. Conger soutient l'opiuion de M. W. Townley ; il désirerait, comme pour les hommes, voir 
la question régiée. — mais, quelque soit la maniére dont on envisage, il faudrait faire conuaitre la 
solution adoptée au Wai-\Wou-l’ou qui a envoyé directement certaines invitations a des dames 
n'appartenant pas au Corps Diplomatique. 

M. de Carcer est également du méme avis. 

M. Dubail pense que si !’on traite cette question officiellement avec le Gouvernement 
Chinois, il faudra demander un changement de cérémonial, celui qui est en ce moment en 
usage ne pouvant s’appliquer 4 une audience officielle. Il vaudrait donc mieux, dans ces con- 
ditions, laisser les choses en |’état. 

M. Townley n’a rien voulu proposer qu’une entente sur ce point entre les chefs de mission 
telle qu'elle a été effectuée ala derniére séance. 

Cette opinion est également soutenue par M. Joostens et acccptée par M. Dubail. 

Le Corps diplomatique décide que jes dames du Corps diplomatique pourront seules 
assister 4 l’audience accordée par S. M. I'l: pératrice a l'occasion du jour de l’an. 

M. de Rosthorn voudrait demander l'opinion de ses Collégues sur la requéte faite aux 
Consuls de Changhai par les autorités Chinoises d’interdire a leurs nationaux l'achat des actions 
de la Compagnie des Télégraphes Chinois. 

Le Baron von der Goltz fait remarquer que Jes statuts de ladite Compagnie interdisent la 
vente des actions aux Etrangers ; cette interdiction a surtout pour but d’arréter certaines spé- 
culations. 

M. Walter Townley sait que des Banques Européennes ont accepté un certain nombre 
d’actions de ce genre en nantissement de préts d'argent. En ce qui le concerne personnellement, 
il estime que les préteurs, connaissant les réglements de la Compagnie et la précarité de leur 
gage, ont demandé des intéréts en conséquence. M. Townley pense donc qu'ils ne seraient pas 
recevables s’ils demandaient qu'on intervint en leur faveur pour les garantir des pertes qu’ils 
éprouveraient pour avoir aceepté des gages sans valeur. 

M. Casenave est nommé secrétaire du Corps diplomatique en remplacement de M. Kahn 
qui quitte Pékin. 

La Séance est levée a 11h. 1/2. 


Le Secrétaire, Le Doyen, 
CASENAVE. E. H. Conesr. 
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Note du Corps Diplomatique au Prince King. 


Pékin ( envoyé) le 5 mars 1903. 


MONSEIGNEUR, 


Il est indubitablement de Ja connaissance de V. A. I. que l'art. 5, paragraphe 3, du régle- 
ment annexé au tarif qui fait partie du Traité de Tientsin, conclu entre la Chine et le Gouver- 
nement Britannique, stipule que « the export of rice and all other grain whatsoever, native, ot 
« foreign, no matter where grown or whence imported, to any foreign port, is prohibited; bur . 
« these commodities may be carried by Brit. merchants from one of the open ports of China to 
« another, under the same conditions in respect of security, as cash on payment at the port of 
« chipment ofthe duty specified in the Tariff. » 

Or, ilest de notre devoir de faire savoir a V. A. I. que les autorités provinciales Chinoises 
ont a maintes reprises, malgré Jes protestations des RR. & Pékin de certaines Puissances étran- 
géres, el sans tenir compte des stipulations du susdit Traité, prohibé V'exportation des’ riz dans 
divers ports de l’Empire. De telles prohibitions, outre qu ‘elles sont contraires aux arrange nents 
contenus dans le traité de Tientsin, portent de trés graves préjudices aux armateurs étrangers 
qui font le commerce de la céte de Chine. il y a, cependant, tout lieu de croire que les Puis- 
sances élrangéres intéressées ne s ‘opposeraient pas a des mesures probibitives si elles étaient 
motivées par des nécessités urgentes, telles qu'une disétte locale, pourvu que les mesures en 
question fussent strictement maintenues. 

Actuellement, chaque fois qu’une prohibition est édictée, elle est accompagnée d'un 
réglement accordant aux autorités locales le droit de donner des permis d’exportation sur le 
paiement d'une taxe spéciale, réglement qui violent aussi bien les stipulaions du Traité conclu 
par la Chine avec l’Angleterre que celles qui concernent les monopoles dans le trailé franco- 
chinois. 

Nous pensons qu'il suffira d’appeler l’attention de V. A. I. sur une nouvelle prohibition 
4’ exportation, accompagnée d'un tarif spécial et illégal, édictée derniérement par le Taotai de 
Changhai, et signalée par le Corps Consulaire de cette ville au Corps diplomatique, pour qu’Elle 
donne les instructions nécessaires aux autorilés provinciales afin que ces infractions aux Traités 
conclus entre la Chine et les Puissances étrangéres ne se renouvellent pas. 


Présidence de §. E. M. Conger, Ministre des Etats-Unis, Doyen du Corps Diplomatique 


Etaient presents L, Exc, MM. Joostens, Mintatre de Belgique; Uchida, Ministre du 
Japon ; le Comte Gallina, Ministre d’'Italie; Pak, Ministre de Corée; Dubail, Ministre de. 
France ; de Carcer, Chargé d’Affaires d’ Espagne ; le Chevalier de Rosthora, Chargé d'Affuires 
-d’Autriche-Hongrie ; le Baron Von der. Goltz, Charge d’Affaires d’Allemagne ; d’ Almeida, 
Chargé d'Affaires de Portugal ; Walter Townley, Chargé d'Affaires d’Angleterre ; de Plancon, 
Chargé d’Affaires de Russie; Oudendijk, Charge d’Affaires des Pays-Bas. 


M. Casenave reinplit les fonctions de Secrétaire. 


M. Conger 2 réuni le Corps Diplomatique pour lui communiquer la réponse du Gouverne-. 
ment Chinois a la lettre qui lui a été écrite touchant la question des restrictions mises a l’expor- 
tation du riz par le taotai de Shanghai. Il donne lecture de cette réponse. 

M. Walter Townley fait observer que la lettre du Prince K’ing ne répond pas aux arguments 
invoqués par la Communication du Corps diplomatique, et que, d'ailleurs, d’aprés des nouvelles 
qu’il a recues de Shanghai les aatorités chinoises auraient prolongé la prohibition dans les termes 
mémes qui avaient motivé les plainies des représeutants étrangers. 

M. Dubail propose que le Doyen fasse auprés du Prince K'ing une démarche pour lui faire 
remarquer que sa lettre ne répond pas aux observations faites et que les ordres donnés n'ont 
point eu le résultat qu'attendait le Corps diplomatique. 

Le Doyen donne ensuite lecture a ses Collégues de la réponse du Gouvernement Chinois a 
la lettre collective des Représentanis des Puissances demandant la signature par les Délégués 
Chinois des coupures représentant le montant de I’ indemnité afférente 4 chaque Puissance. 

M. Uchida déclare que le Ministre de Chine a Tokio a entretetenu le Ministre Japonais des 
Affaires. Etrangéres de Ja question du paiement des droits de douane ev or. Le Gouvernement 
Japonais considére que cetle question doit étre disculée seulement avec la révision du tarif qui 
est traitée & Shanghai. M. Uchida peut, en conséquence, se joindre a toute note demandant la 
sivnature des Bons. 

M. Conger estime que le paiement des droits de douane en or est complétement différent 
de la signature du bon et que la prétension du Gouvernement Chiuvis de les lier l’un a l'autre 
ne saurait étre admise. 

Le Comte Gallina n'a recu aucune instruction sur ce sujet. Il nest d’ailleurs pas davis 
d’enyoyer une nouvelle note au Wai-Wou-Pvuu. Une nouvelle note ne pourra que répéter ce 
qui a déja été dit et elle recevra la méme réponse. 

M. Dubail a recu pour instructions d’informer Je Gouvernement Chinois que la France 
acceptait le principe du paiement des droits de douane en or. Ku faisant cette communication au 
Wai-Wou-pou, pensant lui-méme que les deux questions élaient séparées, il a insisté pour la 
signature immédia‘e des Bons. En ce qui concerne l'envoi d’une nouvelle note M. Dubail par- 
tage l’avis du Ministre d'Italie: cette note ne pourrait avoir d’effet que dans le cas ot elle ferait 
entrevoir Uintention des Puissances d’employer éventuellement des moyeus de coercition, mais 
pour 8’ associer a4 une communication de cette nature, il lui faudrait avoir recu des instructions 
qu'il n’a pas. 

M. Walter Townley a recu pour instruction de son Gouvernement de refuser le paiemeut 
des Droits de Douanes en og Il est davis que de nouvelles instructions sont nécessaires pour 
faire une nouvelle démarche mais que le Corps diplomatique de Pékin pourrait discuter les 
mesures de coercition qui lui paraitraient de nature a agir sur le Gouvernement Chinois et les 
dis > aux différents Gouvernements. 

M. Dubail estime que l’initiative de mesures de cette nature doit venir des Gouvernements ; 
il pense d'ailleurs que des conversations sont engagées sur ce point entre les Cabinets en Europe 
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M. Conger fait remarquer que, en tout cas, il serait difficile d’envoyer une snueiits note cal- 
lective, étant donnée la différence des instructions recues par les divers membres du Corps di- 
plomatique. En ce qui le concerne, il n’en a recu de nouvelles, mais il a été informé que 
leCabinet de Washington, qui lui avait d’abord déclaré qu’il ne demanderait point de bon, avait 
envoyé & son représentant dans la commission des banquiers & Shanghai l'ordre de demander 
lui-méme cette pidce. Ce bon devra étre analongue & ceux qui seront donnés aux autres puis- 
sances c’est-a-dire payable en or si les autres puissances obtiennent la reconnaissance de leur 
dette en or. 
Le Comte Gallina estime que la distinction faite entre la quontion de la signature des 
Bons par le Gouvernement Chinois et ¢elle du paiement en or des Droits de Douane existe en 
théorie, mais qu’elle n’existe pas en pratique. Si l'on ne répond pas au Gouvernement Chinois 
sur la question des droits de Douane il ne répondra pas @ son tour sur celle de la signature du 
Bon. Jusqu’ici, personne n’a indiqué son opinion sur les mesures 4 prendre au cas oti la Chine 
ne se départirait pas de son peint de vue: dans ces conditions, une nouvelle note ne pourra 
étre que la répétition-de la premiére et ne sera l’objet que d'une fin de non recevoir des chinois. 

M. Joostens et le Baron von der Goltz peusent néanmoins qu'il est dangereux de laisser | 
saas réponse la lettre des chinois. 

M. Dubail déclare qu’en tout cas il serait obligé d’indiquer, dans la communication qu'il 
ferait au Gouvernement chinois que son Gouvernement accepte le paiement des droits de douane 
en or. Il répéte qu’il ne veut d'ailleurs signer aucune nouvelle note avant d’avoir recu des ins- 
tructions. 

Le Comte Gallina se demande quel résultat on obtiendra par Venvoi d'une nouvelle note: 
la seule mesure capable d’amener une solution serait l’envoi en Europe par les représentants des 
puissances a Pékin, d’un télégramme exprimant des propositions identiques: il ne semble pas 
que tout le monde soit disposé 4 le faire; dans ces conditions il vaut mieux ne faire aucuue ré- 
ponse aux chinois et les laisser dans un vague qu’ils peuvent croire menagant, que de signer une 
nouvelle lettre n’emportant d’autre résultat que de leur montrer l’impuissance de Europe et le 
désaccord des Puissances. 

M. Walter Towlney est disposé a discuter avec ses collégues et & proposer a son gouverne- 
ment les mesures @ prendre vis-a-vis de la Chine. 

M. de Plancon estine que le Corps diplomatique pourrait faire dans ce sens, quelques sug- 
gestions aux gouvernements en Europe. 

M. Dubail croit qu’un télégramme de ce genre risquerait de rester sans réponse. 


La SEANCE est levée & 11 heures. 


Le Secrétaire, Le Doyen, 
CASENAVE. : | E. H. Conaer. 


, 


Annexe N* I 


Despatch from Prince of Ch'ing, President of Board of Foreign Affairs, to Hon. E. H. 
Conger, U.S. Minister and Dean of Diplomatic Corps ; in re Export of Cereals. Reply to Col- 
lective Note. 


On thé 7th of the Second Moon of the XXIX Year of Kuanghsi I had the honor to recei- 
ve your despatch, saying that the Fifth Article of the Tariff Regulations of the Treaty of Tientsin, 
concluded between China and Great Britain, stipulates that the export of rice or other cereals, 
no matter whether native or foreign, without distinction as to the place whence imported, to any 
foreign port is prohibited; but that these commodities may be shipped from one open port of 
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action I: in viola lation of the T: ity casalstions, thus causing, moreo- 
i ippers engaged in this i iopalen ondas that, if at any place there should 
be some special reason, such 18 a 1 local scarcity and the proclamation of prohibition should be 
uniformly adhered to, it ought not to be objected to on the part of the various foreign Gouvern- 
' ments, but that every time such proclamation of prohibition is issued there are regulations, in 
accordance with which those requesting a permit are allowed upon the payment of an additio- 
nal duty to engage in such export; that recently the Taot’ai of Shanghai has issued a proclama- 
tion, ght the export of rice, yet is granting permission to export to those who are wil- 
ling to comply with his demand for additional duty in violation of the Treaties, that this has 
heen brought to the attention of the pe oe Corps by the Consular Bedy, and you request 
that instructions may be sent to the local officials i the various ports. 

I find upon examination that with yy the export of rive and other cereals, if inquiry 
be made into the origin of its prohibiti local authorities, it will appear that their first in- 
tention was that only in case of a dearth or anxiety lest the food supplies of the people should 
become exhausted, was such action to be taken, Now, since your despatch has been received, 
clearly,declaring that in case of any special reason therefore, such as a local scarcity of grain, a 
proclamation of prohibition ought not to be objected to by the Powers, it is evident that Your 
Excellencies, the Ministers, cherish just sentiments and also show a disposition to consider the 
interests of both sides, which the other Ministers and myself very highly appreciate. 1 have 
therefore at once sent instructions to the Superintendent of Trade for the South in accordance 
with the tenor of your despatch that he way issue orders to the said Taot'ai. 

As iri duty bound, I send this reply to Your Excellency, that you may transmit it to the 
Ministers of the various Powers for their information. 


A necessary Despatch. 


Kuanghsi XXIX Year, Second Moon, 14th. Day. 
| March, 12th. 1903 ) 


Annexe N° 2 
A. S. A, le Prince K’ing, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres a Pékin. 


Pékin, le 1903 


MONSEIGNEBA, 


Aux termes des engagements pris par le Gouvernement Chinois vis-d-vis du Gouverne- 


i Seer wwown s He Bon représentant la q@ote-part de I'Indemnité revenant 2... se 
devait étre remis au Délégué wenn & la Commission des Banquiers a Shanghai le 
31 Décembre 1902. : & 


D'ordre de mon Gouvernement je demande instamment 4 V. A, que cetie opération soit 
effectuée le plus tot possible et que le Bon qni, par |’entremise de la Commission des Banquiers 
a été présenté par le Délégué au Gouverneur Général des deux Kiang et du 
Taotai des Douanes de — soit mee! sans plus de retard de leur signature, 
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Prince of CH’ LNG, President of the Board of Foreign Affaire, oe, 
to Hon. E. H. CONGER, United States Minister and Dean of the wpa: aces 
In re Signing of the Fractional Bonds. 


é 


In regard to the matter of Fractional Bonds for the inom Ihave repeatedly received 
despatches from the various Ministers representing the Powers to the effect that they ( the 
Fractional Bonds ) should be signed without delay. 

Our Board has already several times telegraphed the Superintendent of Trade for the South 
and the Shanghai Taot’al to comply with this request, but has repeatedly received reply from 
the Shanghai Taot’ai, saying that it was necessary to wait until the several fractional bonds 
should all be delivered and all examined together to determine whether or npt the sum total 
would tally | with the required amount); that as yet the Fractional Bonds of Sweden-Norway, 
Portugal and that for the « International Claims « had not been delivered so that it was 
impossible to carry out the collective examination ; further that the Fractional Bonds should be 
based upon the Bon Global, and that the Bon Global's final clause was: « This Bond thus 
represents Four Hundred and Fifty Millions Hai Kuan Taels, to be exchanged for gold 
according to the value of the gold coinage of the various countries as set forth above, « that the 
Fractional Bonds presented. by the various Governments did not clearly express this meaning, 
and so failed to tally with the Bon Global. We also received copies of translations of the 
several Fractional Bonds, which he had sent to us. — 

Our Board finds upon examination that the Bon Global was agreed upon by the Treaty 
Commissioners of the Powers at the time the Protocol was arranged, and that the Fractional 

Bonds in fact were based upon the Bon Global and ought to tally with it. 
| It thus becomes my duty to send this despatch to Your Excellency, the Dean, that you 
may transmit it to the representatives of the various Powers for their examination and that they 
may direct their representative upon the- Bankers’ Commission to at once take the Fractional 
Bonds and make them perfectly clear in expression, that it may he possible to sign them. 


A necessary Despatch. 
Kuanghsh XXIX Year, Third Moon, 21 st. Day. ( April 18th. 1903. ) 


Lettre adressée a S. E. M. CONGER, Doyen du Corps Diplomatique. 


Pekin, 26 May, 1903. 
Dear Mr. Dean, 


On the 30th. of June last Sir Ernest Satow. informed you that His Majesty's Government 
had come to the conclusion that the Powers ought 10 allow. a relaxation of the terms imposeil 
upon China in respect of the Indemnity provided for in the Final Protocol, and that they consi- 
dered that the most convenient form of doing this would be that the Powers should agree to accept 
during the years 1902 to 1910 inclusive payment in silver according to the actual figures of the 
table of amortization, crediting the Chinese Government with the correnponding amounts in gold 
and writing off the balance due for those nine years altogether. 

The above quoted proposal did not meet with the support of the other Puwers at the time. 

The British Government are now prepared, since the discussions of the Foreign Represen- 
tatives at Peking have not led to the suggestion of any other alternative, to renew the propoge! of 
last year to the Chinese Government upon their own account. 


n in accordance ' | Instructions which | have received informing the Chinese Go- 
ve nn at that the Britich soverhment are willing to accept payment in silver for their share of 
the ste payment of 18, 829. 500 haikwan taels up to 1910 as a provisinal discharge of their 
~ obligations ‘under the conditidis of Article VI of the Final Protol. The offer is made conili- 
tional upon the signature of the fractional bonds as presented by the Shanghai Commission of 
Bankers to the Taotai, Thé differen-e hetween the sum received in silver and the full amount 
to which the British Covernment are entitled under the Protocol is to be considered us a debt 
remaining due to Great Britain, andthe question as to whether payment should or should not 
be required will form the subject of future decision. 

T have the honour to request you to be so good as to bring the above statement of the 
action taken by me to the knowledge of the Representatives of the Powers that signed the Final 
protecol, and greatly oblige, Yours very sincerely, 


Water Town.ey. 


Séance du Corps Diplomatique du 3 Octobre 1903. 


La séance est ouverte 4 dix heures sous la présidence de M. le Baron Czikann, Ministre 
d’Autriche Hongrie, Doyen, a la Légation de Russie. 


Sont présents : | 

‘MM. de Mumm, Ministre d'Allemagne, le Bou Czikann, Ministre d’Autriche Hongrie, 
Joostens, Ministre de Belgique, Pak Chei Soo:i, Ministre de Corée, Dubail, Ministre de France, 
Sir Ernest Satow, Ministre de Grande Bretagne, le Ute Gallina, Ministre d'Italie, Uchida, 
Ministre du Japon, Lessar, Ministre de Russie, de Carcer, Chargé d’Affaires d’Espagne. 


Oudendijh, Chargé d’Affaires des Pays-Bas, Coolidje, premier secrétaire de la Légation des 
Etats-Unis d’Amérique, remplacant M. Conger absent de Pékin. 


M, Je BO" Czikann, Doyen, présente M. de Panafieu, premier secrétaire de la Légation 
de Frange, qui remplira les fonctions de secrétaire du Corps Diplomatique. 


Le Doyen fait savoir qu'il a convoqué ses collégues en vue d’examiner diverses questions 
qui lui ont élé soumises réceinment. 

I] s‘agit en premier lieu de la question de la franchise de douane pour les Consuls étrangers 
en Chine. Cette question a déja été soulevée au cours de plusieurs séances précédentes et n'a 
pas été résolue. — M. Dubail a une proposition a faire 4 ce sujet. 

M. Dubail fait remarquer que dans la plupart des pays, les Consuls envoyés jouissent d’un 
traitement de faveur pour l’entrée de leurs effets et mobiliers. Ce traitement leur est accordeé 
non comme un droit mais par courtoisie. En Russie, les Consuls de carriére de tout grade, 
envoyés par les Gouvernements se voient accorder a leur entrée en Russie pour les objets des- 
linés 4 leur usage personnel une franchise se montant 4 750 roubles par famille. 

Les objets destinés au service officiel des fonctionnaires, tels que registres, pavillons. 
uniformes sont complétement exempts de droits. 

“Ea k ¢ la matiére est régie par l'article 5 de la loi douaniére, en vertu duquel tou'e 
personne venant fonder en Allemagne un établissement permanent a droit 4 [entrée en franchise 
de tous ses objets usagés, 

“La pratique plus large encore, accorde aux personnes venant établir leur domicile en 
Allemagne et notamment a celles qui viennent y remplir une mission d'un Gouvernement étran- 
ger Ventrée en franchise d’objets n’ayant pas servi, 4 condition qu’ils seront reexporiés lorsque 
la personne quittera l’Allemagne ou qu’ils acquitteront les droits s'ils ne sont pas reexporteés. 

En Autriche-Hongrie on applique aux Consuls étrangers article 8 de la loi douaniére, en 
vertu duquel les objets appartenant 4 une personne qui prend son domicile en # Auitichonsfongtie, 
sont exempts de droits. 


— LXXXIV — 


En Suisse la matiére ere ey par les art, 171 ot 173 du iahemeiiiinsaaliied: la loi. de 
douane du 12 février 1895. Toute personne prouvant sa. résolution d’établir son domicile ev 
Suisse 4 droit 4 l'importation en franchise de ses effets personnels et mobiliers usagés, sur pro- 
duction d'un certificat de propriété qui lui est délivré par le Consul suisse de sa derniére Pesi- 
dence. 

Cette franchise n’est toutefois accordée qu’aux ressortissants des pays qui necordent la 
réciprocité, 

L’Italie accorde la franchise compléte des droits de douane. aux objets mobiliers qu "apporte 
un Consul lors de son installation. 

En Suéde, les Consuls n‘ont droit @ aucune exemption. En fait on Jeur accorde le hénéfice 
du traitement appliqué aux sujets suédois ayant résidé plus ‘d'un an & l'étranger et revenant 
dans leur pays, c’est-a-dire que tous Jes objets destinés a leur usage personnel en sont exempts. 

La loi Portuguaise n'accorde aucun privilége aux Consuls, mais i] est d’usage de leur accor- 
der, sur demande d’autorisation transmise par la voie diplomatique, la franchise - droits. pour 
les objets réservés 4 leur usage personnel, 

ues Etats-Unis, I’Espagne et la Belgique (ces deux derniéres a condition de réciprocité ) 
autorisent l’entrée en franchise des objets destinés a la Chancellerie tels qu ‘imprimés, sceaux etc. 

L' Angleterre, Je Danemark, la Hollande, la Saxe n’accordent aux Consuls étrangers aucun 
privilége douanier. 

En France, il est d'usage d’accorder aux Consuls lors de leur nomination, Pautorisation, 
demandée par voie diplomatique, d’entrer en exemption des droits les objets destinés a leur 
premiére installation. 

Au Japon, il en de méme. La franchise de douane est généralement accordée par courtoisie, 
aux Consuls de carriére, sur une demande de leurs Légations respectives au Gouv' Japonais. 

On pourrait demander au Gouvernement Chinois Je méme traitement de courtoisie, tout 
au moins pour les Consuls envoyés, par conséquent de carriére. | 

Sir Ernest Satow. Dans l'opinion de mon Gouvernement il n’est pas justifié de demander 
la franchise comme un droit. D’autre part aucune distinction n'est a faire entre les Consuls 
envoyés et les Consuls bonoraires. Nous ne pouvons reconnaitre cette distinction, et d’aprés 
les instructions envoyées 4 M. Townley, il me serait impossible de me joindre & une démarche 
ayant pour but de demander la franchise dans les conditions indiquees. 

M. Dubail, — Ce n'est pas un droit que nous demandons, mais un traitement de courtoisie. 

M. le Baron Czikann. On pourrait dailleurs demander la franchise pour les objets usagés 
seulement. 

M. Joostens. Je suis disposé & accepter la proposition faite par M. Dubail, mais je dois 
déclarer que la Belgique ne pourrait accorder la réciprocité. Notre législation ne nous le per- 
mettrait pas. 

M. Lessar. La franchise de douane pour les Consuls n’est qu’une question de courtoisie. Ce 
n’est pas un droit et le Protocole n‘apporte aucun changement aux coutumes suivies précédem- 
ment. Les priviléges, dont jouissaient autrefois les Consuls, ils ne l'avaient que par courtoisie. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Ce n’est qu’en qualité d’étranger, conformément au réglement 2 annexé 
au traité, et nullement en qualité 0s Consul, qu’ils jouissaient de la franchise pour certaines 
marchandises. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Je trouve que par le protocole la situation’de tout le monde s'est trouvée 
changée. 

M. Lessar. Le réglement 2 exemptait simplement de droits de douane certains articles 
sans faire aucune distinction entre étrangers et Chinois, C’est vrai que exemption ne portait. 
pas que sur tous les objets dont avaient besoin les earopéens et c'est probablement la raison 
pourquoi la question de la franchise pour les Consuls n'a pas été soulevée plutdt et le Protocole 
final ne s'en est pas préoccupé. Par suite actuellement le Gouvernement Chinois en fait désire 
restreindre les prérogatives dont jouissaient précédemment les Consuls. Mais, je le répéte, 
notre demande de retourner & I’état de choses antérieur ne saurait étre considéré que comme 
une question de courtoisie et non de droit, 

Sir Ernest Satow, II n'y a rien dans le réglement qui ait trait aux Consuls. Le Réglement 
parle d'un privilége qui est reconnu a tout le monde. 

M. Lessar. De méme le réglement et le protocole final ne parlent pas de la franchise de 
- douane pour les Chefs de missions, qui ne l’ont que pur mesure de courtoisie, Nous devons 
demander la méme faveur pour les Consuls. 


da ime, Jo wri pas regu de mon Gouvernement d’instractions a ce sujet. 36 we sale 
(cass caee won ‘Mais quant & moi, je partage l'opinion de MM. Dubail et 
Lessar et par courtoisie nous pouvons demander l'exemption de droits. Quant a l’objection 
soulevée par Sir Ernest Satow, elle ne me parait pas grave ; car s'il n’est pas question des 
Consuls dans les traités de 1858, c’est qué tous les étrangers jouissaient de la méme faveur. 
Si les étrangers n‘avaient pas joui de la franchise dans certaines conditions, on aurait certaine- 
ment fait une exception pour les Consuls. é 

ML. Uchida. J'ai recu comme instructions de mon Gouvernement de me joindre a mes 
collégues pour ase au Gouvernement Chinois l’exemption des droits pour les Consuls, 
non pas comme un droit mais comme une mesure de courtoisie. La franchise n’existait jamais 
au Japon comme un droit depuis 1876 mais toutes les facilités possibles sont accordées pour 
entrée des effets mobiliers appartenant aux Consuls. 

M. Dubail. La lettre qui devra étre adressée au Wai Ou Pou pourrait étre rédigée dans des 
termes qui ne seraient pas contraiies aux instructions de Sir Ernest Satow. Nous ne demandons 
qu une mesure de courtoisie, qui n’engage pas nos Gouvernements. Actuellement Sir Robert 
Hart accorde des facilités assez grandes aux Consuls par simple courtoisie. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Tout dépendrait des termes de la lettre. Mais je ne pourrais en tous cas 
accepter une différence de traitement pour les Consuls de carriére et tes Consuls honoraires. 
Il n’existe 8 mes yeux aucune différence entre eux. 

Cependant en droit international, il y ade grandes différences entre les dex catégories. 

Est-on d’accord pour adresser une lettre dans les termes indiqués au Gouvernement Chinois? 

M. Coolidje. Je dois déclarer que les Etats-Unis n’accordant pas ces priviléges aux Consuls 
envoyés par la Chine, je ne suis pas autorisé 4 me joindre a mes collégues pour cette démarche. 

M. Joostens s’en tient 4 sa déclaration précédente et fait des réserves au sujet du traitement 
de réciprocité qui ne pourrait étre octroyé par son Gouvernement. 

M. de Carcer fait une déclaration identique. 

M. Lessar. Nous n’avons pas besoin de |'unanimité pour envoyer une note 4u Gouvernement. 
Chinois. Chaque représentant pourrait en écrire une séparément, méme demander la mesure 
a titre de réciprocité. Les autres pays en jouiraient comme « nation la plus favorisée. » 

M. de Mumm. I! seinble d’aprés les déclarations de nos collégues, que seul le Ministre des 
Etats-Unis n’est pas autorisé a signer une note de ce genre. Dans ces conditions la lettre pour- 
rait étre signée non par le Doyen, mais par tous les Ministres interessés, 

ML Dubail. La lettre pourrait demander la franchise pour « les Consuls » sans specifier ; 
on laisserait ainsi au Gouvernement Chinois le soin de faire un réglement. - 

M. le Baron Czikann. La premiére démarche du Doyen auprés de Sir Robert Hart étant 
restée sans effet, la lettre devrait étre adressée au Wai Ou Pou. La Commission de rédaction 

~ pourrait se charger de la préparer. 

M. de Mumm. Si le représentant des Etats-Unis peut se joindre a ses collégues, le Doyen 
signerait seul la lettre. 
 Adopté. 
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Le doyen rappelle a ses collégues la protestation de la Chambre de Commerce de Shanghai 
au sujet de la perception de droits de douane sur certains articles ( Ships Stores }. 

Il s’agit de la perception des droits sur des marchandises précédemment importées en 
franchise. Depuis une décision du mois de mars dernier, |’administration des douanes refuse en 
effet d’accorder des drawbacks a tous les ships stores autres que les boissons et les comestibles. 

Que doit-on entendre par « ships stores »? La restriction aux boissons et comestibles est 
trop limitative évidemment et Sir Robert Hart le reconnait luic-méme. On pourrait: écrire a Sir 
Robert a ce sujet. | 

M. de Mumm. L’expression « ships stores» s’applique aussi aux munitions. Et duns la 
lettre au Directeur Général des ee on pourrait demander que la franchise fat étendue aux 
munitions. 


Sir Ernest Satow fait observer qu ‘il s’agit des « drawbacks » sur les « ships stores » non pas 
de l’entrée en franchise de ces objets. 


Cette proposition est adoptée et Ja Commission de rédaction est chargée de préparer la lettre 


Le met en discussion la requéte de l'association médicale des Missions Evangéliques 
de la Chine qui sollicite l’appui du Corps Diplomatique en vue d’obtenir la franchise des droits 
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de douane pour tous les produits destinés aux hépitaux et aux dipenires de Missions 
MM. Joostens et Dubail sont du méme avis. ott 


M. le Baron Czikann. I! est trés difficile en effet de faire.une. distinction entre les enbiliens 
ments destinés a étre distribués gratuitement et ceux qui devront étre payés par les: malades. 

M. de Mumm. La demande de l'association évangélique de Hankow ayant été transmise au 
Doyen par le Consul Géngral d’Angleterre 4 Hankow, je crois.que le Doyen pourrait répondre 
a ce dernier en lui exprimant les regrets du Corps Diplomatique de ne a — fa 
requéte. Adopte. 


L’ordre du jour appelle la discussion du mémorandum des Chambres de Commerce de: 
Shanghai, Hongkone et Tientsin, aa sujet de: élablissement d'un systéme moneétaire wr la 
base de l’étalon d'or. 

Le Doyen demande s'il y a lieu de faire une réponse a ce: mémorandum, qut sialic’ une 
question en dehors de la compétence du Corps Diplomatique. 

Le Comte Gallina. Nous pouvons faire une réponse de courtoisie. Mais il nous est impossible 
de discuter une question de cette importance, qui reléve de nos Gouvernements, et on de nous, | 

M. le Baron Czikann. Le némorandum ayant été transmis par le: Consul Général’ d' Angle- 
terre a Tientsin, au vom des trois Chambres de Commerce, c'est a M. Hopkins que Ja réponse’ 
devra étre adressée. : ge 

Adopte, 


Le Doyen appelle l’attention de ses collégues sur la question des réceptions au Palais d’été. 
Il a vu M. Lien Fang et lui a exprimé son étonnement que dans la Jetire d'invitation pour Ja 
prochaine réception il née soit pas fait mention des Interprétes qui doivent accompagner les dames. 

M. de Mumm. A ve propos je signalerai Phabitude qui parait prise de laisser les interpretes: 
dans Pantichambre pendant le lunch offert aux dames. 

M. le Baron Czikann. C’est contre les usages Chinois que les hommes et ies femmes ‘pren-— 
nent leur repas dans la méme chambre. C’est pour cela que pendant le lunch donné aux dames, 
Jes interprétes sont servis dans la piéce voisine. ; 

Pour la prochaine réception, faut-il faire un discours, comme précédemment ? 

M. de Mumm. En ce qui concerne les invitations étrangéres, je ferai une remarque. 
Différentes régles sont suivies par les uns et les autres. Pour moi on doit se borner a emmener 
aux réceptions les personnes rentrant dans les calégories mentionnées dans l’invitation. En ce 
qui coucerne les officers, il semblerait que seuls les attachés militaiges ou officiers attachés aux 
Légations doivent venir. Toutefois si l'on décide que d autres officiers peuvent assister a la 
réception, j'accepte, mais je désire que tout le monde se mette d’accord. Nous avions décidé, 
je crois d’amener le Commandant de la garde seul et non pas tous les officiers sous ses ordres. 

M. Dubail. Pour une audience impériale, en uniforme, cest régulier, mais pour un garden 
party, il me semble que c'est différent. Nous n’emmenons pas évidemment de globe trotters ou 
des journalistes, mais nous pouvons emmener les officiers ou les personnes qui occupent une 
situation officielle. Quand je le fais, je préviens Wailleurs le Wai Ou pou et lui envoie les 
noms et qualités de ces personnes, 

Sir Ernest Satow. Comte Gallina Chaque chef de mission est responsable de ses invitations, 

M. le Baron Czikann. Pour les hommes d’escorte lors de la prochaine réception, le nombre 
en restera limité comme dans les occasions précédentes. 

En ce qui touche les modifications qui pourraient étre adoptées dans le réglemeiit des 
réceptions et garden porty, elles pourront étre discutées ultérieurement. La question sera mise 
a Pétude, , 


Le Doyen. Nous arrivons 4 la question du « Supao ». Mes collégues ont lu la lettre qui 
m’a été adressée par le Doyen du Corps Consulaire de Shanghai pour me transmettre la ¢om- 
munication du vice-Roi de-Nankin. — Que faut-il faire ? Lors d'une précédente démarche du 
Corps Consulaire, j'ai répondu, vous le savez, que le Corps Diplomatique n’était pas saisi de 
Ja question et ne pouvait s'en orcuper. Depuis lors nous avons recu la demande du vice-Roi. 

M. Dubail. Ne pourrait-on écrire au Doyen du Corps Consulaire de rechercher les bases 
d’un arrangement avec les. autorités provinciales ?-Car celles-ci ne nous ont pas .saisi de la 
question. Cet arrangement une fois trouvé nous serait communiqué et nous lexaminerions. 


- gene ag a Shanghat nous demandera des instructions. 
vant oie lui ‘enverrons, il serait & recommander spécialement qué les Consuls ne commu- 


uent rien ala presse, car une communication de ¢e genre souléverait des discussions facheuses. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Je ne sais si je puis m'associer a la proposition de rouvrir la question 

par Tenvoi aux Consuls de Shanghai d'instructions leur prescrivant de s’entendre avec les 
; jales. J’ai cumme instructions précises de mon Gouvernement de ne pas ¢on- 
céder la remise des journalistes accusés aux autorités chinoises. 

Dans sa. communication, le vice-Roi écrit aujourd'hui que le taotai a dépassé ses pouvoirs 
en promettant que les journalistes seraient jugés par la cour mixte. Or, l’arrestation des six 
inculpés a suivi la proposition du taotai, et si cette proposition n'avait pas été faite, le Président 
du Corps Consulaire n’aurait pas signé le mandat d'arrét. 

Je proposerais donc a mes collégues que le Doyen du Corps Consulaire de Shanghai 
éerivit au taotai, pour lui faire savoir que les six journalistes du «supao» ne peuvent étre 
livrés, et que si pour une raison ou pour une autre, ils ne peuvent étre jugés par la Cour mixte, 
conformément a son engagement, ils seront remis en liberté, dans un délai donné. 

‘M. Joostens. Suivant la proposition de notre collégue d’Italie, les collégues déja saisis de 
la question pourraient |’étudier et rechercher une solution. 

M. Dubail. 11 nous est imporsible de traiter avec le vice-Roi de Nankin ; cela est trés 
facile & nos Consuls de Shanghai. 

Sir Ernest Satow. A mes yeux, Je crime qui est reproché aux journalistes est un crime 
politique et je puis citer comme précedent attitude de mon Gouvernement lors de la révolte 
des Taipings. 

M. Lessar. Pour moi, je ne puis m’associer & cette interprétation et je considére que la 
' provocation a l’assassinat n’est pas un crime politique. 

Mais avant de me prononcer sur laffaire de « supao », je regrette d’avoir a faire une: re- 
marque personnelle. 

A la date du 29 Juillet dernier, le correspondant du « Times » a adressé a son journal un 
télégramme contenant les opinions des Représentants des Puissances a Pékin sur l’affaire en 
question, entre autres la mienne. Ce télégramme ne laisse aucun doute que ce correspondant 
est parvena a se procurer la circulaire n° 12. Je considére que nos circulaires et les protocoles 
de nos conférences sont confidentiels et la propriété des ministres. Se les approprier est un 
acte que je ne trouve pas nécessaire de définir, et, dans d'autres circonstances, le coupable 
aurait pu étre poursuivi et puni, mais il n’y a pas de juges 4 Pékin et je dois me borner a flétrir 
dans notre séance la conduite du correspondant, comme elle le mérite. 

Pour le cas ot ce personnage parviendrait par les mémes moyens inavouables a se pro- 
curer la circulaire de la séance d’aujourd’hui, je me vois dans ta nécessité de récapituler ce 
que j'ai dit jusqu’a ce jour au sujet de l'affaire méme du supao. 

Il me semble qu "il n’est pas question d'extradition. La municipalité a les droits de police 
et de justice de paix dans la concession ; mais en Europe, dans beaucoup de pays, elle les. a. 
aussi, sans qu'ils limitent en rien les droits souverains du Gouvernement central. En Chine ses 
droits sont confirmés par les traités. Il n’y a donc qu’une simple remise de criminels. En Russie 
nous n’avons jamais admis que lassassinat d'un Chef d’Etat, d’un membre du Gouvernement 
ou de quelque personne désignée puisse étre considérée comme crime politique. L’excitation a 
un pareil assassinat est dans le méme cas, II est donc clair, n'en déplaise aux journalistes, que 
nous-ne pouvons nous associer & aucune mesure pour protéger les journalistes de Shanghai, 
coupables de pareils crimes, d'autant plus que l’arrangement avec le Taotai, contraire d’ailleurs 
aux trailés, a été fait avec Jes consuls des Etats Unis, de la Grande-Bretagne et du Japon et il 
me semble que c’est 4 eux a.continuer & s’occuper de |’affaire. | 

Pour conclure je dois attirer l’attention de mes honorables collégues sur la phrase suivante 
du télégramme du Doyen du Corps Consulaire de Shanghai en date du 9 Juillet 1903 : « After 
the arrest of these men fhe soo pao was still issued and even more violent than before. I an 
informed that it contained articles written and signed by the nen who were in the municipal jail.» 

_L’administration de la prison municipale de Shanghai est accusée par cette phrase d’avoir 
contribué par grosse négligence ou par complicité a l'accomplissement du crime des journalistes. 
Prenant en considération que cette accusation est faite par le Doyev du Corps Consulaire, je. 
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crois qu'il a tout lieu d’instruire l'affaire, et si les affirmations du Boged sat coins, de 
poursuivre et de punir les employés de la municipalité coupables. = 

Sir Ernest Satow. En ce qui concerne Je journaliste dont il est quesiise: ‘ent he note a 

notre collégue de Russie, son acte est une question d'entreprise de journaliste. Ce n'est ‘pas ‘la 
premiére fois que des faits analogues se produisent. Durant toutes les négociations antérieures 
a la signature du protocole de 1901, es journalistes et le Gouvernement Chinois ont su apres — 
chaque conférence ce qui avait été dit par chacun de nous. Je ne sais qui a communiqué les 
renseignements relatifs a l'affaire du Su Pao, mais je constate que ce fait est — Jes. habitudes 
de Pékin. , 

M. de Mumm. Pour moi il n’y a pas de doute que cette fois il ya eu une coniunieation 
évrite remise au correspondant du Times. Les opinions que nous avions émises dans la circu-- 
laires ont été reproduites textnellement., Le précédent de 1901, qui vient d'étre invoqué est 
heaucoup moins grave. 

M. le Baron Czikann. Je suis reconnaissant & M, Lonsar d'avoir soulevé la question. Sai 
éé trés indigné en lisant la correspondance du Times. Aussi je prierai mes collégues de vouloir 
bien recommander a leurs Chancelleries la plus grande discrétion dans les questions de ce genre. 
De plus la transmission et la circulation des notes ou documents devra toujours étre faite sous 
enveloppes cachetées. 

Le Comte Gallina. Cette indiscrétion est trés regrettable. 

M. Lessar. I! serait nécessaire de recommander aux Chancelleries de se utter des jour- 
nalistes, et en particulier du correspondant du Times. — 

Quoigu'il en soit, j'ai télégraphié a won Consul a Shanghai de se joindre & lunanimité de 
ses collégues en vue de Ja solution de la question, mais a la condition que les aceusés reconnus 
coupables soient punis en conformité de leur crime, et, la peine terminée, qu’ils soient expulses. 
Les excitations a l’assassinat comme celles du Supao ne peuvent étre tolérées. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Je suis d’accord avec M. Lessar pour qu'une punition soit infligée aux 
coupables,mais je demande que le jugement soit rendu conformément a l’engagement pris par le 
taotai. Dans la suite il y aura lied d’élaborer un réglement pour empécher la publication d’écrits 
du genre des articles du Supao. Qui sera chargé de la censure de ces écrits? Ce pourrait étre 
le Corps Consulaire, a la suite d’un échange de notes avec le Gouvernement Chinois pour le 
réglement de la question. . 

M. Dubail. La sanction d’articles de ce genre doit étre Yexpulsion de la concession. 

M. Lessar. Qui décidera du caractére séditieux ou non des articles ? 

M. Dubail. Le Corps Consulaire pourrait former une commission prise parmi ses membres 
qui prononcerait sur chaque cas. Mais comme conclusion a la présente discussion, que décidons- 
nous ? L’affaire doit-elle étre réglée 4 Changhat ou a Pékin ? 

M. de Mumm. [a voie de Changhai ne peut aboutir, car be vice-Roi joue sa téte en ne 
maintenant pas sa précédente demande. Donec it ne cédera en rien. 

Nous n’avons pas été saisis par le Wai Ou Pou, il est vrai, mais nous n'en sommes prs 
moins officiellement saisis par le Corps Consulaire. Le Doyen est donc a mon avis parfaitement 
a méme de traiter l’affaire en notre nom avec le Wai Ou Pou. Ce n’est pas une proposition 
erme que je formule car je nui ni demandé ni recu des instructions de mon Gouvernement. Je 
fsuis donc bien libre de ne joindre a toute démarche de nature & régler Vaflaire. : 

M. le Baron Czikann. Je crains que le Wai Ou Pou ne sues céder sur fa question du esi 
cipe, et ce serait alors pour nous une défaite inutile. 

Sir Ernest Satow. }1 faut répondre quelque chose au Corps Consulaire de Shanghai, un 
accuse de réception au besoin. Quant a moi j’enverrai des instructions @ mon consul dans le 
sens que j'ai dit, si je trouve nécessuaire. | 

M. le Comte Gallina. Si le Doyen est chargé d'une démarche ou d'une lettre quelconque, 
il faut lui donner Je sens de ses directions. 

M. Lessar. Je réserve la question de principe, sur laquelle jai fait connaitre mon avis, mais je 
suis prét ame ralliera toute proposition gui sera émise, a la condition qu il v ait x aes sérieuse. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Bien entendu. 

M. Dubail. Mais il faut prévoir des difficultés. 1 ameneat chinois 4 la cour mixte, en 
admettant qu il soit autorisé a siéger, ne pourra condamner les prévenus qu’a la peine de mort 
en raison du crime qui Jeur est reproché et qui est des plus sévérement punis par les lois chinoises. 
Ii serait donc préférable de régler au préalable, 4 Pékin méme, la question de la peine a infliger. 

Sir Ernest Satow. On pourrait en effet agir ainsi et faire connaitre confidentiellement 
a Changhai ce qui aura été décide. 
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M. Dubail. Je suis convaincu que le Gouvernement Chinois n’acceptera pas de compromis 
sur la question et qu'il maintiendra le principe ek a exposé, 

M. le Comte Gallina. La procédure a guivre . trés difficile. Il serait trés regrettable 
que les inculpés puissent échapper a une pun t stig ais le cas n’a pas été prévu dans les 
réglements de la conression. Si l’on n’arrive pas 4 une solution avec le Gouvernement Chinois, 
aue devra-t-on faire ? On ne peut garder en prison les accusés et cependant une punition est 
nécessaire. 

Ate point de vue pratique, nous pourrions donner quelques explications au. Gouvernement 
‘Chihois, lui indiquer que nous ne pouvons livrer les auteurs d’an ace crimine), il est vrai, mais 
qui est considéré par notre législation comme un crime politique, Notre législation ne permet- 
tant pas la livraison des coupables dans des cas de ce genre, nous devrons nous contenter de 
ies expulser. Nous pourrions ajouter et donner I’assurance que des mesures ultérieures seront 
prises pour éviter le renouvellement de publications criminelles de cette nature. 

M. Joostens. L’accord intervenu entre le Taotai et le Corps Consulaire de Shanghai a é:é 
da condition sine qua non de la délivrance des mandats d’arréts. Il exclut toute idée de remise 
des prisonniers wx aulorités Chinoises. Il me semble qu’en nous tenant sur ce terrain il ne 
devrait, pas étre impossible de clore l'incident. | 
j M. de Mumm. A mon avis, il faut décider si. l’affaire. doit étre traitée a Shanghai ou a 
Pekin. Elle ne peut étre traifée en méme temps en deux endroits. Ea chargeant le Corps Con- 

sulaire de Shanghai de régler une question que nous savons insoluble. il me semble que nous 
ne prendrions pas une attitude trés digne. 

M. Je Comte Gallina. Si au moins le Gouvernement Chinois voulait nommer un juge spécial 
pour trancher l’affaire, on saurait 4 quoi s’en tenir et on pourrait avoir un jugement quelconque. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Que le Wai Gu Pou intervienoe ou non dans la question, ce sera 
toujours le vice-Roi qui décidera. 

_ M. Joostens. Le Corps. Consulaire de Changhat ue peut pas régler la question, c’est 
évident. 

Sir Ernest Satow. On ponrrait envoyer des instructions au Doyen. 

M. de Mumm. Sans doute mais il est presque impossible d’espérer que les termes de ces 
instructions puissent étre adoptées a l’unanimité. Il serait plus facile de charger notre Doyen 
de faire une communication verbale aa Wai Ou Pou. 

‘Sir Ernest Satow. Une communication verbale est impossible. 

M. de Mumm. Je ne vois pas alors quelles instructions on peut enveyer a Shanghai. 

M. Dubail. Un de nos collégues, le Comte Gallina par exemple, pourrait étre chargé de 
Pélaboration d'un texte qui nous serait soumis et serait discuté dans une séance ullérieure. Si 
un accord est. possible c’est uniquement par ce moyen. 


Cette proposition est adoptée et le Comte Gallina est chargé de préparer un projet de lettre 
au Doyen du Corps Censulaire de Changhai. 


On décide de faire réimprimer la liste du Corps Diplomatique. 


Tl est fait mention de la proposition récemment faite par le Ministre de Belgique au sujet 
de Ja signature des hons de l’indemnité. Les Chefs de Mission ont déja demandé ces instructions 


4 ce sujet a leurs Gouvernements ; mais Ja question ne peut étre abordée dans la séance d’au- 
jourd’bui. 


‘Les chefs de Mission préviendront Je Doyen quand Jes instructions demandées leur seront 
parvenues. 


La SEANCE est fevée a midi et demi. 


Le Secrétafre, Le Président, 


A. de PANAFIEU Baron CziKANN 
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Viecroy Wai to Mr. Gooomow, United States Consyi General at Shanghai, and Senior 
Consul : ee 


In the matter of the eriminals Chang, Tsou and the other men who were seized at Shanghai 
I have frequently instructed the Taotai to consult with you for the handing over of these men, 
and further have at different times communicated with the several Consuls asking for the im 
mediate return of these men. 

On looking into the British Treaty Section 21, one finds: « if Chinese offenders take refuge- 
in the houses or on board the vessels of British subjects at the open ports, they shall uot be bar- 
houred or concéaled, but shall be delivered up on due requisition by the Chinese authorities ad- — 
dressed to the British Consul.» 

The Treaties with America, France, Germany, Russia, Japan, Italy, Belgium, Spain, Hol- 
land, Denmark, Austria are all very similar. 

‘In as much as these criminals are Chinese, the place were the offence was committed, is a 
part of the Empire of China, and it is a duty to band offenders back to the Chinese authorities 
for trial and punishmeat, all of these represent the sovereign rights of China, which no country 
should in any way infringe or violate. 

It is for this reason that it is inserted in the Treaties with all Powers that offenders shall not 
be harboured or concealed, but shall be immediately delivered up; and this would beacting accor- 
ding to justice. 

‘ If, yernne the Shanghai Taotai first discussed the matter, he did say that the prisoners should 
be tried in the Mixed Court, and therefore you wish to consider this as a positive agreement, 
you do not know that the laws of our nation provide that, « if a local official in the transaction 
of international matters, exceed the limit of his powers, then his actions shall pot be upheld.» 

_ In as much as Treaties are mutually agreed to by two Governments, the Officers of the two 
Powers should observe their provisions, and cannot on their own authority alter or cancel them. 

At the present time according to the Treaties as well as the Shanghai Mixed ‘court Rules 
these criminals should all be handed.over to the Chinese Authorities for trial and punishment 

by them, and therefore of course ‘they should be immediately handed over according to Treaty 
Regulation. Moreover the intent of these criminals was to throw the whole Empire into disorder, 
and China, in punishing these offenders, not only punishes criminals guilty of seditious practices, 
but also gives peace to the country and protection to trade. 

I make this communication to you as Senior Consul:General, with the request that you may 
in concert with your colleagues consider this matter and that you will with all despatch hand 
over the criminals in accordance with the Treaty and to the promotion of ones relations. 

I hope you will take prompt action in all these matters. 

I am etc. 


August JOth, 1903. 


» Siance de Corps Diplomaiqu ‘i 14 Octobre 1908. 
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La réunion @ lieu & la Légation de Russie et la séance est ouverte & 10 heures du matin 
sous la présidence de M, Je Baron Czikann, Doyen, 


Sont présents ; } 


MM. de Mumm, Ministre ie ge le Baron Czikann, Ministre d’'Autriche-Hongrie, 
Joostens, Ministre de Belgique, Dubail, Ministre de France, Sir Ernest Satow, Ministre de 
Grande Bretagne, Uchida, Ministre du Japon, Lessar, Ministre de Russie, de Carcer, Chargé 
-@' Affaires d’Espagne, Oudendijk, Chargé d’ Affaires des Pays-Bas, Coolidje, Représentant le 
“Ministre des Etats-Unis, 


Le Secrétaire donne lecture des modifications apportées au procés-verbal de la séauce du 
3 Octobre dernier. 


Le procés-verbal est adopté. 


Le Doyen donne lecture d’une lettre du Comte Gallina, Ministre d'Italie, qui s’excuse de 

‘he pouvoir assister 4 la séance et déclare se rallier par avance a& toute rédaction qui serait a:- 

‘ceptée par l’unanimité de ses collégues pour la lettre qui doit étre adressée au Doyen du Corps 

‘Consulaire de Shanghai, relativement 4  vaftaire du Supao, étant admis que la remise des in- 
‘culpés aux autorités chinoises n'est plus en discussion. 


Le Doyen fait connaitre qu'il a adressé le 8 octobre les trois lettres dont l’envoi a été décidé 
dans la derniére séance et dont la rédaction a été approuvée. par ses collégues. La premiére est 
sadressée au Consul Général d’Angleterre 4 Hankow au sujet de la demande d’entrée en franchise 
des produits pharmaceutiques destinés aux hdpitaux. La seconde a été envoyéé au Cousul Ge- 
néral d’Angleterre 4 Tientsin en réponse av veeu exprimé par les Chambres de Commerce de 
Tientsin, Shanghai et Honkong en faveur de |’établissement de 1’étalon d’or en Chine. 

_ La derniére est relative aux « ships stores ». Le Doyen a communiqué a ses collégues |a 
réponse qu'il a regu a ce sujet de Sir Robert Hart. Ce dernier fait connaitre que l’expression 
« vivres », précédemment employée, sera changée en « approvisionements de toute espéce » 
dans le réglement des drawbacks. 

Cette modification donnant.satisfaction a la demande faite, il est décidé que le Doyen don- 
‘nera communication de Ja lettre dc Sir Robert Hart au Doyen du Corps Consulaire de Shang- 
hai, qui avait transmis la requéte de la Chambre de Commerce, et le priera d’en informer 
celle-ci. 

Comumunication de la décision de |'administration des Douanes sera adressée aux Doyens 
du Corps Consulaire de tous les ports ouverts. 

Le Doyen n’a pas envoyé la lettre relative a la franchise consulaire, le projet de rédaction 
n’ayant pas été approuvée par le Ministre de Russie ni par le représentant du Ministre des 
Etats-Unis. . 

M. Lessar. J'ai demandé des instructions télégraphiques 4 mon Gouvernement et je propose 
de surseoir & l’envoi de cette lettre. 

Cette proposition est adoptée. 


Le Doyen signale a ses collégues la lettre qu’il a regue de M.* Lessar au sujet de la non 
observatién par le Gouvernement Ch‘nois de son engagement d’éntretenir des gardiens au 
champ de tir international de Pékin. 

Tous les Ministres sont d'accord:sur latdemande faite par les Commandants des Gardes 
des Légations et il est décidé que le Doyen adressera une lettre au Wai Ou Pou pour que des 
“—— surveillent le}champ de tir. 

Le Doyen met en discussion le projet de lettre relatif aux journalistes du Supao dont la 
rédaction a été confiée au mipistre ree: 
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M. de Mumm fait la déclaration suivante : Notre Collégue d'Italie dont le concours se iilidoan 
nous fait malheusement, défaut aujourd’hui nous a soumis un projet. at Sa que M. le Ministre 
d’Angleterre o’a pas cru pouvoir accepter intégralement. Sir Ernest done fait une pro- 
position & laquelle de son coté, M. le Ministre de Russie éprouve quelque difficulté a se 
joindre. Dans ces circonstances il me semble nécessaire de chercher un compro qui nous 
conduirait hors de l’impasse dans laqueHe nous nous trouvons, 

A mon avis |'arrangement pris par trois des Consuls a Shanghai avec le Taotai sans l’av- 
torisation préalable du Corps Consulaire et des Gouvernements étrangers manque de base _ 
et j’aurais pu accepter sous certaines garanties Ja remise des prisonniers, « Extradition » 
mon avis, n’est pas de terme qui correspond a l'état dégal du cas. Mais a l'heure qu'il est ais 
remise pour laquelle il aurait fallu un vote unanime du Corps Diplomatique est hors de question 
par suite de l’opposition de plusieurs Puissances. Pour arriver @ une décision unanime il faut 
done chercher autre chose, et pour faciliter une solution, je ne veux pas rester a cheval sur un 


“principe, et je suis prét a me rallier & n'importe quelle proposition qui peurrait réunir l'unani- 


inité de nos votes. 


Pour arriver a un accord entre les opinions divergentes de nos honorables collegues @An- 
vleterre et de Russie, il me semble nécessaire d’examiner les objections que M. Lessar souldéve 
contre le prejet soumis par Sir Ernest Satow. 

M. Lessar dit que si le terme de « concession internationale » n’était pas admis, i ne se 
considérerait pas en droit de s‘occuper de !affaire. 

Cette observation vise évidemment le fait que, dans le projet du Comte Gallina, il se trouve 
l’expression « prison de la concession internationale », tandis que, dans le projet de Sir Ernest 
Satow, cette expression a été remplacée par « prison municipale ». Je suis convaincu que Sir 
Ernest, en faisant ce changement n ‘avait aucune intention de porter atteinte au caractére inter- 
national de 1a concession de Changhai au nord du Yang Kin pan. Il s'est servi du terme 
technique pour la prisen qui en effet est une prison du Conseil municipal de la concession sus- 
mentionnée. Je n’ai donc aucune objection contre le terme qui, 4 mon avis, ne porte en rien 
préjudice aux questions de — dont la discussion dépasserait beaucoup le cadre de notre 
tache actuelle. 

Le Ministre de Russie croit en eutre deyvir faire des réserves quant a l’arrangement des 
Consuls avec Je Taotai qu'il ne peut pas reconnaitre comme base légale des procédés a suivre. 
Rien ne me semble plus facile que de supprimer dane le texte de la lettre 1a mention expresse 
de cet arrangement. . 

De cette maniére aucun préjudice ne serait porté ni al opinion de notre collégue d’Angle- 
terre qui l’accepte, ni a celle de notre collégue de Russie qui le rejette. 

Enfin M. Lessar dit qu’tl ne peut décidément pas reconnaitre l'annulation du mandat 
darreét. ) 
Je dois avouer que son point de vae me parait wrés digne attention. Je ne sais guére 
comment on peut annuler un mandat d'arrét sans ordre “de non lieu eu sans autr2 — 
judiciaire. 

D’autre part je suis accord avec netre collague d'Angleterre pour reconnaitre qu'il nest 
guére admissible de maintenir les détenus indéfiniment en état d’arrestation seulement parce que 
les Puissances ne sont pas & méme de se mettre d’accord sur feur sort. Je ne crois pas qu'il 
soit impossible de trouver une facon de s’exprimer qui permettrait & l’um et a l'autre de nos 
honorables collégues de l'acoepter. Je me permets donc de preposer quelques ~~ modifi- 
cations au projet de Sir Ernest Satow. 

Au dieu de « mais qu’ils sont.... » je dirais « les faire juger par ja cour tnixte renforcée 
par un magistrat chinois de tong assez élevé pour pouvoir juger an cas pareil d’aprés: la loi 
chinoise » 

Aw lieu de Ja phrase « et da nécessité » on pourrait. peut~étre mettre: «et attirer.son at- 
tention sur l'impossibilité dans laquelle ils se trouveraient de maintenir indéfiniment des prévenus 
en état d’arrestation. » 

Enfin on pourrait, pour faciliter l’adkhésion du Gouverneur Général, ajouter une phrase 
finale indiquant que pour !’avenir des mesures seraient prises en vue d’éviter le renouvellement 
de pareils excés dans la presse. 

Il serait également préférable de remplacer partout 0@ elle se trouve dans fe projet de lettre 

expression « Vice-Roi » par « Gouverneur Général. » - 
A la suite de cette déclaration, le projet de lettre est discuté et sa rédaction donne 


eu a un échange. de vues enire Sir Ernest Satow, M. de Mumm et M,. Lessar: 
- Sir Ernest Satow est d’avis qu’on ne peut parler d’expulsion dans la lettre. Nous. n’avons 
pas le‘droit d'expulser un chinois de Chine et l’expulser purement et simplemeut du settlement, 

ce serait le livrer & l’autorité chinoise. ; 

Pour ce qui est de lannulation du mandat d'arret, j'admets. que lee Consuls ne peuvent 
pas le faire, mais il pourraient retirer la contresignature du Doyen du Corps Consulaire, qui 
n'a été donnée qu’avec aa tebbenieilins deses collégues. = 

M de Mumm. li est préférable d’employer une forme générale un peu vague. Nous ne - 
pouvons en effet prévoir l'avenir et un. accord est difficile a établir. 

La finale pourrait prévoir des mesures ultérieures et prtrentives pour les.crimes ot | 
délits da genre de ceux du « supao ». 

Sir Ernest Satow. Dans ves conditions j je pourrais accegter. le projet de lettre. 

M. Lessar. Il mest impossible de reconnaitre réguliére la démarche que nous faisons vu' 
que : 1° le Gouvernement Russe ne considére pas l’incitation a l'assassinat d’une personne dé-, 
signée pas méme d'un sonverain, comme un crime politiqne ; 2° la Chine en accordant aux 
européens les concessions conserve ses droits souverains sur leur territoire et 3° arrangement 
contraire aux traités conclu sans le concours de leurs collegues par les trois Consuls qui n’a- 
vaient pas le droit de le faire avec le Taotai qui en avait encore moins, n'a aueune valeur, Par- 
conséquent la seule maniére légale d'agir serait la remise des prévenus aux autorites chinoises. 
Mais ce point de vue west pas partagé par plusieurs Puissances et comme l’unamité est indis- 
pensable pour sortir de limpasse of nous a conduits l’action des trois Consuls, jaccepte la 
lettre avec les changements proposés uniquement comme un expédient permetiant de corclure 
au moins la phase actuelle de Faffaire tout en insistant sur les réserves quant aux questions de 
principe ci-dessus ex posées. | } 


Sir Ernest Satow. Vous ne demandes pas que vos réserves soient admises comme une © 


condition d’approuver le projet de lettre ? 
M. Lessar. Si, je les communiquerai a notre Consul Général 4 Changbai et i] les renouvellera 
dans la séance du Corps Consulaire. 


Sir Ernest Satow. Qui devra prend’e les mesures prévues par la phrase finale ? Ce ne 


peut étre la municipalité qui n’en a pas le droit. Le Corps Consulaire peut seul agir en la 
circonstance. 


Quant aux propositions faites uu début de l'affaire et aux engagements pris par le Taotai, 


je tiens a dire que les trois Consuls qui sont intervenus n'ont pas formulé de propositions. ° 


Crest le taotai qui est venu trouver M. Goodnow et lui a proposé un mode d'arrangement. 
Tl est entendu que les Consuls devront prendre les mesures ultérieures dont il est fait 
mention dans le deruier paragraphe du projet de lettre. 
M. Lessar. Notre Consul sera prévenu de ne pas prendre part aux mesures ultérieures si 
elles consistaient en annoulation du maudat d’arrét ni donner son consentement au retrait de la 
signature du Doyen. 


Le Doyen demande a ses culléguess’ils ont regu de leurs Gouvernements respectifs l’auto- 
risation de discuter la proposition faite par le Ministre de Belgique relativement au mode de 
paiement de lindemnite. , 

M. Uchida. J’ai regu des instructions de mon Gouvernement qui accepte en principe la 

proposition émanant du Gouvernement Belge. 

Sir Ernest Satow et le Baron Czikann déclarent étre également munis d instructions les 
autorisant a se rallier 4 cette proposition. 

M. de Mumm. Mon Gouvernement désirant voir résolue la question si longtemps en suspens 
du paiement en or de lindemnité et de la signature des bons nationaux, est prét & accepter les 
propositions de M. le Ministre de Belgique, pourvu que la grande condescendance dont on fait 
preuve a l’égard des Chinois par cette infraction au Protocole en leur faveur, améne vraiment 
le résultat voulu, c'est a dire que ceci marque vraiment la fin de nos troubles. I] me semble 
nécessaire d’attirer l’attention du Gouvernement Chinois sur le fait que l’attitude des Puissances 
4 leur égard mérite dela reconnaissunce de sa part, et que, si cet arrangement, uniquement pro- 
posé dans le but de faciliter & la Chine lexécution de ses obligations, n‘était pas accepteé et 
strictement rempli par elle, les Puissances, bien que: Punanimite en soit malheusement compro- 
mise, pourraient a la fin perdre patience. 

M. Joostens. On. pourrait faire comprendre aux Chinois que l'arrangement proposé 
constitue la derniére limite de nos concessions. 
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M. Dubail. Je n'ai pis encore requ instructions de mon Gouvernement & ce sje 

M. Lessar. Moi non plus. : 

M. de Mumm. Je déstre faire ene obvervetion an sujet de audience de vendred au Palais 
d’été. Il s'est produit un incident que je crois devoir signaler, 

Quelques instants avant l’audience, M. Lien Fang a demandé & notre Deven que les 
Mittistres ne gravissent pas le gradin qui donne accés au trone. Or ce privilége nous a été 
reconou depuis des années. Je n’ai pas besoin de rappeler les nombreux invidents qui se sont 
produits autrefois a ce sujet ; mon prédécesseur le Baron de Ketteler, ale premier, obtenu la 
reconnaissance de ce droit et depuis lors tous fes Ministres en ont joui. 

li est utile de ne pas perdre ce qui a été acquis. Notre Doyen pourrait, je crvis, appeler 


| verbalement I'attention de M. Lien Fang sur la nécessité du maintien de notre privilége dans 


l'avenir, et il est nécessaire d’insister. La raison qui a été donnée que I’Impératrice aurait de la 
diffculté a reconnaitre tous les Ministres n'est pas bonne, car la liste par ordre de présentation 
pourrait lui étre donnée préalablement et M. Lienfang est 1a pour nous présenter. 

M. Lessar. Pourquoi ne ferait-on pas cette réclamatiun par écrit ? 

M. de Mumm. Je n'y vois aucun inconvénient. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Le Doyen sera prévenu par écrit de la réception ae hatte Janvier. Il 
pourrait répondre acet avis en réservant nos droits a ce sujet. 

M. de Mumm. Je dois ajouter que le Prince K’ing, a qui j'ai parlé saiticntioretabet de la 
question, m’a promis que lincident signalé ne se renouvelilerait pas. 

M. Lossar. Si le Gouvernement Chinois désire apporter des modifications aux régles pré- 
cédemment suivies, il devrait nous en aviser par avance, et une entente préalable devrait inter- 
venir. Dans ces questions d’étiquette, si importantes aux yeux des Chinois, il ne faut pas 
abandonner les priviléges qui nous ont été reconnus. 

Le Doyen. Je pourrais a l'occasiou signaler le fait par une letire rouge au Wai Ou Pou. 

Uu projet de note dans le sens indiqué est rédigé par M. Dubail et adopté par les Ministres. 

La traduction chingise sera communiquée a ses collégues par le Doyen. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Je crois devoir signaler a ce propos quelques particularités de la réception 
des Douanes de samedi dernier. Quoique je o’ai pas assisté & cette réception, on ma rapporté 
que I'Impératrice n’avait pas présidé la table et qu’elle s’était montrée moins aimable envers sex 
invitées. 


Le Doyen met en discussion la question des batiments actuellement en constructions sur la 
porte du Chien Men. 

D'aprés des renseignements qui lui ont été donnés M. le Baron Czikann signale que les 
batiments dont il s'agit semblent devoir étre idendiques & ceux du Hatamen. Les commandants 
des gardes doivent s’entendre pour surveiller la construction et voir s'il y a quelque chose 
d ‘anormal. 

M. de Mumm. J'ai recu a ce sujet le rapport suivant du commandant de ma garde : 

« La reconstruction des deux édifives de la porte de Chien Men n'est pas encore assez avancée 
pour qu'on puisse juger d'uue maniére péremptoire, si le Gouvernement Chinois a | intention 
de sen servir le cas échéant comme point d’appui pour des troupes ou pour y placer des canons. 

A l’heure actuelle Jes fonds néressaires a l'achévement de ces constructions ne sont pas 
encore mis a la disposition des entrepreneurs et les travaux sont suspendus. On n‘a reconstruit 
jusqu'ici que les murs de fondation des deux édifices, y compris la base des colonnes disposées 
en différentes lignes. Des deux cotes se trouvent des amas de briques destinées & la construction. 

Bien que ces constructions ne présentent aucun danger dans leur état ‘actuel, il ne faut pas 
perdre de vue qu'étant d'une solidité bien plus grande que les constructions analogues de Pékin, 
elles pourraient servir, aprés leur achévemeut, . un rdle auquel on n'a méme pas pensé lors 
de leur établissement. 

En cas de nouveaux troubles, ces constructions présenteraient pour les Chinois l’avantace 
de pouvoir occuper une position dans le voisinage immédiat des Légations sans qu'il soit facile 


de les en déloger. Il est 4 craindre qu’'ils ne comprennent que trop bien que celui qui occupe © 


la forte position de Chien Men est moralement le maitre de cette partie de la muraille. Cette 
éventualité est d’autant plus redoutable que, jusqu’a présent, les Américains qui ont cette partie 
de la muraille dans leur sphére n'ont pris aucune mesure pour s’y établir d'une maniére manifeste. 

M. Je Baron Gzikann. La Légation des Etats-Unis pourrait prendre les mesures néces- 
saires, de facon & surveiller la muraille. 


— XCV — 


M. Lessar. Le commandant de ma garde m’a fait savoir que les divers commandants 
avaient décidé d’écrire 4 leurs Ministres au sujet de cette question. 

Sir Ernest Satow. J'ai déja recu en effet le rapport du commandant de ma garde. Les 
batiments élevés sur la ramne commandent, il est vrai, le quartier des Légations, mais ils 
sont en dehors, je crois, du quartier. 

M. de Mumm. Is sont en dehors du quartier, cela est certain. Dans le protocole, il n’a rien 
été stipulé &@ ce sujet. Mais si ces batiments deviennent des forteresses, nous n’avons pas besoin 
de protocole pour protester contre une mesure de ce genre. Je considérerais que c’est un 
« unfriendly act » et je serais d’avis qu’on le fit savoir au Gouvernement Chinois. 

D‘ailleurs le moment n'est pas encore venu de nous prononcer, mais la question reviendra 
en discussion quand nous saurons exactement quel genre de batiments est en construction. Et 
il faudra la résoudre. 

M. Dubail. Je crois devoir faire remarquer qu’au début des constructions j’ai saisi mes 
collégues de la question. On m’a répondu alors que nous n'avions pas de base pour motiver une 
intervention. 


M. Coolidje. Je n'ai pas d’instructions relativement aux mesures de surveillance que pour- 
rait prendre la garde américaine. 


L’ordre du jour étant épui-é, la séance est levée a 11 heures 1/4. 


Le Secrétaire, Le Doyen, 
A de PanaFIEu M. Czigkann 


Annexe N° I 


a 


Lettre &@ Messieurs les Membres de l’ Association Médicale des Missions Evangéliques 
de la Chine 


le 5 Octobre 1903 


MESSIEURS, 


Vous avez bien voulu appeler l’attention du Corps Diplomatique sur l’intérét qu'il y aurait 
a obtenir l’entrée en franchise des médicaments et produits pharmaceutiques destinés aux dis- 
pensaires et aux hdépitaux. 

J’ai ’honneur de vous faire savoir que malgré la sympathie qu’il porte a ces institutions, 
le Corps Diplomatique a estimé qu'il ne se trouvait pas en mesure de réclamer du Gouvernement 
Chinois cette exemption de droits a laquelle,s’opposent de nombreax précédents. 

Je vous en exprime tous mes regrets. 


we 


M. CzIKANN. 
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Annexe Nw’ 2 i hae wis 


Lettre au Doyen du Corps Consulaire a@ Tientsin. 


le 8 Octobre 1903. _ 


MonsIEUR, 


Vous m‘avez fait Phonneur de me faire parvenir une pétition des Chambres de Commerce 
de Tientsin, de Shanghai et d'Honkong, par laquelle ces Compagnies m’expriment le désir de 
voir adopter en Chine un étalon monétaire uniforme. | | 

Le Corps Diplomatique suit avec intérét leg questions de cetle nature, et avec sympathie 
les études auxquelles se consacrent les Chambres de Commerce, dont-il se plait a reconnaitre 
le zéle et le dévouement. 

Je vous serais obligé de vouloir bien faire part de cette réponse a Messieurs les Présidents 


des trois Chambres de Commerce. 
3 M. Cz1KayNn. 


Annexe MW 3 


Pékin, le 15 Octobre 1903 


MONSIEUR LE CONSUL, 


A la suite d’une demande de la Chambre de Commerce de Changhai relative a l’application 
du réglement des Douanes Maritimes du 21 Mars 1903 N° 590, concernant les drawbacks pour 
les navires, le Corps Diplomatique a saisi de la question l'Inspecteur Général des Douanes 
Impériales. En réponse a sa demande Sir Robert Hart vient de porter ala connaissance du 
Corps Diplomatique, qn’il a invité les Commissaires des Douanes Maritimes a substituer a 
l'expression « vivres » les mots « approvisionnements de toute spéce » ( Ships stores } 

Je creis devoir porter cette décision a votre connaissance en vous priant d’en informer les 
intéresses. 

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Consul, les assurances de ma considération distinguée. 


M. CzIiKANN. 


Annexe N° 4 
A Monsieur John Goodnow, Consul Général d’ Amérique, Doyen du Corps Consulaire. 


Pékio le 14 Octobre 1903 — 


Monsieur LE Consut, GENERAL, 


J’ai eu l’honnenr de recevoir la lettre que vous avez bien voulu m'adresser en date du 10 
Septembre dernier, pour me communiquer la demande qf@i vous a été faite, comme Doyen du 
Corps Consulaire de Shanghai par le Gouverneur Général de Nanking, de lui livrer les rédac- 
teurs du Su-Pao et autres accusés, au nombre de six personnes en tout, qui se trouvent dans la 


sy muniipale, ét jé me suis empressé de In porter a la connaissance de mes honorables 
Col nes. | : 


we Bo ed ERE Re a 
: ke hs * 


Corps Diplomatique est davis: que dans leurs réponses au Gouverneur Général les 
Conn devraient lui faire savoir, qu’ils ne sont pas en mesure de livrer les prévenus, mitis 
‘qu’ils sont préts a les faire juger parla cour mixte, au besoin renforcée par un magistrat Chinois 
d'un rang assez élevé, pour pouvoir d'aprés la loi chinoise, juger un cas pareil. La note de 
Messieurs les Consuls devrait prévoir le cas d’un refus de la part du Gouverneur Général d’ac- 
cepter cette proposition, et attirer son attention sur limpossibilité, dans laquelle ils se trouve- 
raient de maintenir les prévenus indéfiniment en état d’arrestation préventive. 

Messieurs les Consuls pourraient ajouter que les prévenus devraient étre jugés selon les 
régles dé la justice la plus stricte et devront recevoir la punition qu’ils auront méritée s’ils sont 
reconnus coupables. Enfin ils pourraient faire savoir au Gouverneur Général, qu’il parait dési- 
rable au Corps Diplomatique que des mesures soient prévues dés a présent afin de prévenir le 
retour d’incidents analogues. 


Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Cousul Général, l’assurance de ma parfaite considération. 


M. CzrKann. 


Séance du Corps Diplomatique en date du 12 Janvier 1904. 


La Séance est, ouverte a 10h. du matin a la Légation de Russie, sous la présidence de M. 
le Baron Czikann de Wahlborn, Ministre d’Autriche-Hongrie, Doyen. 


Sont présents: MM. les Ministres d'Allemagne, d’Autriche-Hongrie, de Belgique, des Etats- 
Unis, de France, de Grande Bretagne, d'Italie, du Japon, des Pays-Bas, de Russie, et MM. 
les chargés d’Affaires d’Espagne et de Portugal. M. Pak chei Soon, Ministre de Corée s'est fait 
excuser. | | 

M. Kahn a pris les fonctions de secrétaire. 


M. le Baron Czikann de Wahlborn propose |’examen de la premiére question, portée a !’or- 
dre du jour: le projet de réglements pour le port de Canton. II donne lecture des remarques fai- 
' tes par Sir Ernest Satow et M. Dubail sur Ja circulaire transmettant le projet accepté par le 
Corps consulaire. 

Sir Ernest Satow n’insistera pas davantage sur la modification a introduire dans Varticle 
22 du projet. La suppression du mot «or» dans le texte, établissait la nécessité de J’accord en- 
tre les consuls intéressés et les autorités chinoises pour pernpettre Pétablissement de pilotis, le 
mouillage de pontons, etc.. M. Uchida déclare que son Consul s'est prononcé pour le maintien 
du texte adopté & Canton, qui laisse la questi »n des allegés, pontons, etc, non a la décision ex- 
elusive des chinois, mais aussi a celle des Consuls. I! accepte l!omission proposée par Sir 
Ernest Satow. ) 

M. le Baron de Mumm, M. Conger, M. le C'e Gallina, M. Dubail |’acceptent également. 

Sir Ernest Satow croyait que M. Dubail avait quelques observations a présenter. 

M. le Ministre de France dit qu’elles se rapportaient a l'article 27, mais qu'il n’insistera pas, 
l'échanges de lettres entre le Doyen du Corps Consulaire et la Douane lui donnant satisfaction. 

M. le Baron de, Mumm craindrait que la demande de modifications au texte ne nuisit 
a l'accord intervenu. 

M. Conger est du méme avis. 

Sir Ernest Satow a fait une proposition concernant des changements ultérieurs dans le 
réglement. I] voudrait qu'un article additionnel stipulat qu’ils devront étre approuvés — 
ment par le Corps Consulaire: 
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M. Dubail. ...Par le Corps bislamallaia, 

Sir Ernest Satow. ... Par le Corps Consulaire, auquel les traités reconnaissent le droit de 
conclure des arrangements de cette nature. Il est évident qu'en cas de dissentiment entre eux, 
les Consuls en référeraient 4 leurs Ministres respectifs, 

Le Doyen. D*ailleurs chacun de nous a le loisir de prescrire A son Consul d’en référer a 
lui dans tous les cas. 

Les propositions de Sir tienen Satow, suppression du mot « or » dans Varticle 22, addi- 
tion d’un article stipulant la nécessité de Vapprobation ultérieure de modifications au projet 
par le Corps Consulaire, sont adoptees. 


M. le Baron de Mumm. Nous pig le Doyen décrire a ce propos au Doyen du nie 
Consulaire. 


On passe a la seconde question, celle du plan du quartier diplomatique, desting ene servi 
comme base d’un cadastre. 


M. le Baron de Mumm rappelle que le Corps Diplomatique avait: confié aux. ‘comman- 


dants de détachements |I’élaboration de ce plan, dont ceux-ci ont chargé les autorités mili- 
taires allemandes. Le délai dans l’exécution du plan tient aux diffieultés rencontrées pour 


-obtenir des renseignements précis, au manque d’instruments, etc. Le plan actuel n’a pas 


de prétention a l'exactitude. Avant d’en faire circuler un second, il reste a ene les objec- 
tions qu'il a pu soulever. 

M. Joostens a protesté contre l’omission de Ja mention du terrain, occupé sur le glacis 
francais, par la Légation provisoire de Belgique. 

M. le Baron de Mumm. Cette omission a été provoquée par diverses remarques de nos 
collégues, et notamment de Sir Ernest Satow et de M. Duhail. . 

M. Joostens déclare que son Gouvernement ne l’a pas encore autorisé a renoncer a la 
propriété du terrain ot est installée la Légation provisoire de Belgique, terrain pour lequel 
jl est & remarquer qu’on lui a toujours fait payer les taxes municipales, tout comme pour le 
terrain de la nouvelle Légation. 

M. Dubail. C’est 4 nos Gouvernements a trancher la question de la propriété des terrains 
des glacis. 

.M. Joostens. On a fait circulerdeux fois un plan du quartier avec !'omission que j'ai 
signalée. 

M. de Carcer croit se rappeler que le premier plan avait été mis en circulation an Poffi- 
cier du génie allemand chargé de relever le cadastre. 

M. Joostens saisit l'occasion de la discussion sur la propriété de terrain du quartier pour 
soumettre au Corps Diplomatique une demande que lui a adressée le Représentant de la 
Compagnie des Wagons~Lits. Cette Compagnie, qui avait acheté un terrain antérieurement a 
1900, a transféré sa propriété a des tiers qui voudraient étre nantis de titres en régle. 

Sir Ernest Satow. On ne peut délivrer de titres semblables avant la constitution de ca- 
dastre, 

Le Doyen fait remarquer que son Gouvernement l’invite depuis longtemps a envoyer 
a Vienne les titres de propri¢té du terrain de sa Légation, mais qu'il ne peut le faire tant 
que le cadastre n’a pas été établi. 

M. Dubail objecte que la Compagnie des Wagons-Lits ayant acheté son terrain avant les 
troubles, a sans doute conservé les titres. 

M. Joostens. Oui, les titres chinois ont été mis en dépét, dés le mois d’ ortobre 1899, a la 
Banque Russo-Chinoise. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Peut-étre, au moment des troubles, la Compagnie des Wagons-Lits 
a-t-elle rectifié ses limites... 

M. Joostens. La seule rectification qui ait été faite, du ‘coté sud, le long de la poste alle- 
mande, |’a été en vertu d’une entente avec la Légation d’Allemagne, entente constatée par 
un procés-verbal signé le 7 février 1901. 

M. le Baron de Mumm fait observer qu il avait été décidé que le Doyen tiendrait un regis- 
tre ot seraient inscrites les propriétés et les mutations de propriété, mais le Daye ne peut 
délivrer de titres, tant que le cadastre n'est pas achevé. 

M. Lessar. La Légation intéressée peut en tous cas enregisitrer une mutation. 

M. Dubail. Dans le cas actuel, Sir Ernest Satow pourrait peut-¢tre, la nouvelle Société 
étant anglaise, enregistrer les titres. 

M. Van Citters demande si les routes et les rues sont considérées comme danaaia pu- 
blic du quartier. | 


«KOK 


‘Mi. de Mumm Oui, & nos yeux, dans le quartier diplomatique est, mais il est nécessaire 

que le ca astre soit établi pour faire respecter ce principe. Nous n’avons d'ailleurs pas le 
moyen jusqu’a présent de contraindre les propriétaires & s’y soumettre. 

A ce propos, le Ministre d’Allemagne appelle attention sur les empiétements de la pro- 
priété a lovest de la Hong-Kong-Bank. Il ne sait si elle est la Banque ou a un proprié- 
taire francais. Dans ce dernier cas, M. Dubail promet d’examiner la question. 

Sir Ernest Satow demande a suumettre a ses Collégues quelques observations concernant 
la question du quartier diplomatique, et celle du glacis qui en constitue Ja partie extérieure. 
«Par Varticle VII du protocole final signé le 7 Septembre 1901, le Gouvernement 
Chinois a accepté que le quartier occupé par les Légations fut considéré comme un quartier 
spécialement réservé a leur usage et placé exclusivement sous leur police. Les limites de ce 
quarter furent placées d’aprés un plan annexé au protocole, dont loriginal doit se trouver 
dans les archives du décannat. 

Les terrains compris dans les limites du quartier sont a la disposition des Puissances 


signataires du Protocole, et il était loisible aux Représentants de ces Puissances d’en faire la 


répartition comme ils jugeraient convenable. Il fallait cependant excepter: 

a) les terrains occupés antérieurement au siége de 1900 par les diverses Légations. 

b) ceux appartenant a des Sociélés et a des particuliers étrangers avant cette époque. Le 
reste pouvait étre partagé entre les Légations d’aprés un commun accord. C'est ce qui est 
arrivé de fait, non pas par un accord général, mais par des accords partiels entre les Légations 
qui se trouvaient, en raison de leurs emplacements respectifs, interessées aux terrains avoisi- 
nant lears propriétes primitives. On peut donc accepter sans‘ difficulté les limites des propriétés, 
tantdes Légations que des particuliers, marquées sur le plan. 

Le terrain occupé actuellement par les Légations est entouré par le mur de défen:e, 
constroit conformément au rapport de la Commission militaire nommée par les Représentants 
‘des Puissances pour étudier les moyens de mettre le quartier en état de défense. Entre ce mur 
et les limites du quartier, telles qu'elles sont déterminées par l’article VII du Protocole pré- 
cité, sur les cotés Ouest, Nord et Est, se trouve le glacis également établi d'aprés les recom- 
mandations de la Commission militaire. 

Il me semble que c’est la nécessité seule d’établir Je glacis qui nous a amenés a reculer 
aussi loin les limites du quartier. A lintérieur du mur de défense, nous avions assez de place 
pour nos Légations, peut-étre méme plus qu'il n’était nécessaire, n’edt été le besoin de terrain 
pour loger les gardes des Légations. Quand on refléchit que le terrain actuellement occupé par 
les Légations a dix fois l’étendue de celui dont elles disposaient avant les événements de 1900. 
il parait évident que nous ne sommes pas 4 |’étroit, et que plus tard, quand la nécessité des 
mesures militaires pour notre protection aura disparu, aucune Légation ne se trouvera obli- 
gée a étendre ses limites jusque sur le glacis. Le glacis enfin est formé de ce qui est resté du 
quartier aprés que chaque Légation s'est approprié tout le terrain dont elle avait besoin, tout 
en tenant compte des propriétés particuliéres. Si du reste ces terrains avaient été jugés insuffi- 
sants, rien n’aurait été plus facile que de prolonger les limites au dela de la ligne actuelle. 11 
est vrai que dans le glacis sont compris des emplacements sur lesquels ont été hissés les 

pavillons de différentes Lézations. Mais je ne pense pas qu’a l'heure actuelle, qui que ce soit 

désirerait baser un droit de propriété sur une pareille exhibition de pavillons. Dans ce cas 1a, 

les quelques Légations situées 4 I’Est, au Nord et 4 l’Ouest du quartier hénéficieraient 

aux dépens des autres qui occupent une situation moins favorable, parcequ’elles sont acculées 

a la muraille dela Ville. Pour ma part je renonce a lidée d’une propriété exclusive sur |: 

partie des glacis autrefois marquée par le pavillon britannique en faveur d’une proposition 
- ablissant l'usage public a perpétuité des glacis. 

_ dé ne sais si mes honorables Collégues sont autorisés a reconnaitre ce principe, mais je 
suis disposé 4 croire que son adoption générale trouverait un accueil favorable. 
Il y a une remarque 4 faire: | 

| Dans un rapport présenté le 24 avril 1901 au Corps Diplomatique par une de ses Com- 

missions, il est dit qye Je Prince King avait demandé, entre autres choses, que la partie du sol 
du glacis situé au Nord de la Viale d'Italia restat aux Chinois. Mais dans la correspondance 
entre les Plénipotentiaires Chinois et le Corps Diplomatique qui a été échangée sur la ques- 
tion om quartier il n’y a pas de trace de cette demande et elle ne leur a jamais été concédée 
par écrit. | 

C’est, 4 mon avis, l'article du protocole qui fait foi dans la question du quartier, de sarte 
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que tous les points qui ont été débattus dans la correspondance, et qui sont en. 
avec lui doivent étre regardés comme abandonnés. Ainsi, dans la correspondance, a plt 
reprises, il est fait mention du fonctionnement de la police chinoise sur la rue hue Ngan, 
tandis que le reste de l'article VII du protocole stipule que le quartier est placée sous la police 
exclusive des Légations. J! semble qu'il y ait ici une contradiction, mais comme Je Protocole 
qui est postérieur a la correspondance fait loi dans l'espéce, j’estime que le droit d’exercer la 
police sur la rue Tch’ang Ngang reste acquis au Corps Diplomatique et que la demande des 
Chinois que la propriété du sol dans Ja partie nord du_glacis soit reconnue aux Chinois. n’ayant 
pas été admise par le Corps Diplomatique, reste en conséquence sans effet.» 

M. Dubail. Le gouvernement. de la République, a qui java's rendu compte de la proposi- 
tion de Sir Ernest Satow concernant les glacis, et & qui j’avais signalé les inconvénients de l'a- 
liénation éventuelle de terrains cédés par le gouvernement Chinois au quartier Diplomatique 
pour les besvins de sa défense, s'est prononcé en faveur de la proposition de notre. Collégue 
d’Angleterre et contre l’aliénation ultérieure des terrains du glacis. Il a estimé que ces terrains 
nous ayant été délivrés gratuitement et dans un but déterminé. Nous ne saurions les revendre 
a des tiers. Il a soumis cette maniére de voir aux divers Gouvernements par Il’intermédiaire 
des Représentants frangais accrédités 4 létranger. Je crois savoir que presque toutes les 
Puissances ont répondu dans le sens de !’affirmation. 

M. le Baron de Mumm partage !'opinion de ses Collégues Sir Ernest Satow et M. Dubail.. 


Il a essayé de faire un résumé de la question soulevée et il en donne lecture : 


« Dans sa premiére ag e du 2 Janvier 1901, la Commission internationale de la défense 
commune des Légations de Pékin, en énumérant les points indispensables pour la défense du 
quartier diplomatique, avait désigné comme trés essentiel entre autres fe point suivant : 

« 7. Ll est essentiel qu'il y ait un espace entiérement libre tout autour de l’enceinte for- 
tifiée, au Nord, a |’Est et a l’OQuest. » 

Dans son rapport soumis au Corps Diplomatique le 9 Février 1901, la Commission 
rappelle qu'il est essenticl d’avoir un espace libre ou glacis au dela des lignes.de défense a 
l'Ouest, au Nord et a l'Est, et que la largeur minima de cet espace doit étre de 140 meétres. 
Le rapport a été discuté pour la premiére fois dans la Séance du Corps Diplomatique, du 26 
Février 1901, mais sans que la question du glacis fut traitée. Dans une lettre datée dn 10 
Décembre, Sir Ernest Satow se référe au rapport sus-mentionné et proteste contre la grande 
étendue proposée pour le quartier diplomatique et contre Vintention d’en former une forteresse, 
mais ne fait aucune observation au sujet du glacis. Dans la séance du 2 Mars, le rapport de la 
Commission militaire fut discuté pour Ja seconde fois, mais aucune décision définitive pe fut 
adoptée, quelques uns des Représentants étrangers, comme ceux de Grande-Bretagne, des 
Etats-Unis d’Amérique, de France, ayant déclaré vouloir d’abord soumettre le rapport @ 
leurs Gouvernements respectifs. : 

Dans la séance du 20 mars 1901, Sir Ernest Satow, en proposant qu'un maximum fut 
fixé pour l’effectif des Gardes de chaque Léyation, a invoque la question des glacis pour 
motiver sa proposition, mais aucune discussion ultérieure n’intervient. 

Dans la séance du 23 Avril, M. le Baron Czikann, au nom de la Commission chargée des 
négociations concernant la délimitation du quartier diplomalique et composée des Ministres 
d’Autriche Hongrie, de France et d'Italie, rend compte de la derniére démarche faite par la 
Commission auprés du Prince King. Le rapport écrit de la Commission adressé au Doyen 


‘du Corps Diplomatique le 25 Avril. souléve en deux endroits la question du glacis : 


1° Au sujet de la cession du T’angsse, contre laquelle le Prince King avait fait les objections 
les plus sérieuses. }] avait proposé de donner en échange 2 la Légation d’Italie les terrains 
de la Douane, que I’Inspecteur Général se serait déclaré prét a céder, si cette Légation renon- 
cait au T’angsse. 

La Commission avait répondu qu’il s’agissait surtout de démolir, pour la nécessité de la 
défense, les constructions qui se trouvaient dans la partie Nord de l’enceinte, et qui resteraient 
dans le glacis. Cela veut dire, en d autres termes que, lorsqu’on demandait la cession du T'ang 
tze, il s’agissait moins de procurer le terrain nécessaire ala Légation d’Italie, que de trouver 
le terrain nécessaire au glacis. C’est pourquoi la Commission ne pouvait pas accepter l’offre du’ 
Prince King relative au terrain de la Dovane, qui par eux-mémes auraient pu suffire aux be- 
soins de la Légation d’Italie mais était obligé d’insister sur l’abandon du T’angsse. 

2° Les Chinois, tout en admettant que le glacis aurait au Nord, la largeur établie, deman- — 
daient a conserver la propriété du sol dans cette partie, ot il serait défendu d’élever des bati-_ 
ments. De cette maniére. la partie méridionale du boulevard des Italiens aurait appartenu au 
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de police dans cette partie. La question ‘de la création d'un glacis fut discutée en détail dans 
la séance du 11 mai. De la décision a intervenir dépendait la solution de quelques autres ques- 
tions, comme celle du remplacement de la muraille Sud de la ville impériale par une grille 
de fer, celle de la construction d'un hdpital par le Docteur Lowry sur le glacis francais, celle 
de l'érection de batiments sur le terrain de la Banque russe situé sur le glacis allemand, celle 
du dédommagement de M. Splingaerd par un terrain d’échange, etc.. M. Rockhill déclara 
qu'il devait attendre les instructions de son gouvernement. Mais finalement il fut constaté que, 
si les gouverhements ne s'étaient pas encore prononcés sur l’opportunité du glacis, du moins 
aucun Ministre, et M. Rockhill comme les autres, n’y était oppose. 

Dans la séance du 28 Juin, MM. Joostens et Beau désirent qu'une décision soit prise sur 
la question de savoir si les glacis resteront sans constructions. M. Rockhill répéte qu'il n’a pas 
encore recu d instructions de son Gouvernement au sujet du rapport de la Commission militaire, 
Dans ces conditions aucune résolution n’est encore prise. La question du glacis reste donc en 
suspens jusqu’au mois d’Octobre 1901. Elle se trouvait soulevée a nouveau par suite d'un dif- 
férend entre les Légations de France et d’Italie. En vertu d'une occupation faite a temps, le 
Chargé d'affaires d’Italie réclama pour sa Légation la propriété du terrain employé provisoi- 
rement pour la poste Chinoise. Le Ministre de France.combattit la validité d'une telle occupa- 
tion, eu alléguant que les immeubles chinois situés sur les glacis des différentes Puissances 
avaient été attribués aux Puissances chargées de la défense de ces terrains ; selon ie Ministre 
de France, cette attribution avait été sanctionnée par le Corps Diplomatique qui avait approuvé 
les résolutions de la Commission inilitaire, répartissant le glacis entre les Pulssances pour la 
défense. 

Les expressions de Ja lettre ‘dict par le Ministre de France au Chargé d’ Affaires d'Ttalie 
pouvant faire croire que M. Beau voulait réclamer le glacis francais comme propriété de la 
Légation de France, le Ministre d’Allemagne adressa le 22 Octobre 1901 une lettre a Me Beau 
pour combattre cette maniére de voir, spécifiant que par le protocole final, le glacis avait été 
cédé a la totalité des Légations qui dans leur ensemble devaient en disposer en faveur de la 
Communauté. Le Ministre de France répondit que rien dans sa correspondance ne permettait 
de croire qu'il edt jamais réclamé cette propriété. 

Avant que ce différend entre les Légations de France et d’Italie fut discuté au sein du 
Corps Diplomatique, Sir Ernest Satow se pronong¢a dans Je sens suivant dans une lettre adressée 
au Doyen du Corps Diplumatique le 21 Octobre 1901 : 

« Par l'article VII du protocole final, le Gouvernement Chinois a reconnu que le quartier 
occupé par les Légations Etrangéres serait considéré comme un quartier réservé a leur usage 
spécial et placé sous leur police exclusive. Les limites en ont été fixées en détail. L’idée fonda- 
mentale de cette convention était apparemment que Jes Puissances posséderaient le quartier 
en commun et pourraient en disposer entre elles comme bon leur semblerait. Elles en ont déja dis~ 
posé en se prononcant sur la validité des acquisitioss immobiliéres faites par des personnes non 
chinoises avant la date du 20 Juin 1900. Quant a la propriété ou ala possession du reste du 
terrain, aucun arrangement formel n’a jusqu’a présent été conclu. Mais les limites des posses- 
sions de chaque Légation, ont déja été fixées deéfinitivement. En outre on a laissé une zone 
ouverte sur trois cotés du quartier Diplomatique, par syjte d’une approbation tacite des avis 
donnés par la Commission militaire, 4 laquelle les Représentants étrangers avaient confié l'étude 
des mesures de défense, Sir Ernest Satow propose donc de considérer cette zone ouverte com- 
me propriété commune des Puissances respectives et de décider quaucune Puissance ne pourra 
avoir un droit particulier sur une partie spéciale ou quelconque du terrain appartenant a la 
communauté des Puissances, mais il ajoute que naturellement les droits sur des terrains non 
chinois acquis avant la date du 20 Juin 1900 devront néanmoins étre reconnus valables. » 

Cette proposition fut approuvée par les Représentants d’Allemagne, des Etats-Unis d’ Ame- 
rique, de Russie, de France, { qui ne faisait pas de réserves sur la propriété des glacis mais 
bien sur son utilisation), des Pays-Bas, d’Espagne et du Japon. Le Ministre de Belgique ne 
croyait pas pouvoir se _prononcer sans avoir pris les instructions de son Gouvernement, si la 
proposition devait s’étendre a tous les terrains situés sur les glacis, sans exception, méme a 
ceux qui ont été occupés a seule fin de répondre aux besoins du personnel des Légations. 

Le Chargé d’affaires d'Italie fit toutes ses réserves: 1°. pour le terrain sur Je glacis autri- 
chien qui a été objet d’échanges entre les Légations d’Autriche-Hongrie et d’Italie; 2°. pour 
une partie du terrain devant le mur Nord de la Légation d’Italie, ce terrain, celui du Tangsse.- 
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ayant été officiellement cédé par les Plénipotentiaires Chinois, tandis que le mur de la Légatic 
n'avait été reculé que pour se conformer aux avis de Ja Commisssion militaire oe ta défense: du 
quartier Diplomatique. 
Ministre d’Autriche-Hongrie déclara qu'il ne  saurait disposer d'une ne partie 
du glacis au nord de la Légation d’Autriche Hongrie sans l’autorisation de son Gouvernement, 
ce terrain étant ancienne propriété du Gouvernement Austro-Hongrois acquis par achat en 1896. 
Il ajouta que la Légation d’Autriché-Hongrie ne pourrait pas admettre que l'on construisit des 
batiments sur la partie du glacis du Nord de la Légation, qui n’avait qu'une largeur de 50 métres. 
Dans la séance du 21 décembre 1901, la question du glacis fut reprise a Voccasion des 
débats sur le différend franco-italien et de la proposition de Sir Ernest Satow. 

Les Ministres de France, d’Autriche-Hongrie et d’Italie maintiennent les réserves tation 
lées sur la circulaire. Toutefois les Ministres de France et d’Autriche-Hongrie déclarent adhérer 
a la proposition relative & la propriété commune des glacis, mais le premier veut apparemment 
se réserver le droit de se prononcer sur l'utilisation du glacis dans l’intérét public. Le Ministre 
d'Autriche-Hongrie dit « qu'une circonstance le géne ; le glacis Autrichien’ est trés vaste, il est 
sillonné de remblais et de fossés. Le nivellement coutera fort cher. Avant d’entreprendre des 
dépensas, il aurait voulu voir régler la question de propriété.» = 

On lui fait remarquer que la question de dépense pour les travaux des glacis est indépen- 
dante de celle de la propriéié des glacis, puisqu’il a été décidé que chaque Puissance construirait 
a ses frais le glacis le long de sa ligne de défense. 

M. le Baron Czikann se range a Ja proposition ‘concernant la propriété commune avec la 
seule réserve qu'il revendiquerait le remboursement des dépenses pour les parties du = 
autrichien, si d'autres Puissances en étaient déclarées propriétaires. 

Enfin Je Chargé d’Affaires de Belgique déclare qu'il croit devoir renouveler les réserves 
précédemment faites par M. Joostens au sujet de la propriété sur le glacis. 

Le*Ministre d’Allemagne fait observer qu’a son sens, il avait. toujours considéré l’installation 
faite par M. Juostens sur le glacis comme provisoire ; il avait compris que cette installation 

disparaitrait le your ou la nouvelle Légation de Belgique serait construite ; le Chargé d’ Affaires 
de Belgique n’a pas insisté comme le prouve le procés-verbal de la séance. Le Ministre de 
France insista encore sur |’utilité qu’il y aurait pour les deux Chargés d'Affaires d'Italie et de 
Belgique, 4 faire connaitre 4 leurs Gouvernements l’adhésion des autres Ministres aux sugges- 
tions de Sir Ernest Satow concernant la propriété commune des glacis. 

Depuis lors, la question des glacis n'a pas donné lieu @ discussion dans Jes réunions du 
Corps Diplomatique. Mais elle a été encore discutée une fois dans la réunion des Chefs de 
Mission du quartier est le 5 Janvier 1903, a la suite de l’incident suivant : 

Sir Ernest Satow avait posé comme une des conditions a la fusion des deux quartiers la 
reconnaissance des glacis comme propriété internationale commune. 

D’aprés une déclaration du Ministre de Belgique, Sir Ernest Satow avait eu |’idée que 
l‘aliénation des terrains des glacis pourrait procurer des fonds pour l’entretien de la voirie et 
de la police. MM. Joostens et le Comte Gallina étaient d’avis que la question d'aliénation des 
giacis paraissait trés prématurée. 

D'aprés l’opinion du Ministre d’Italie, la seule solution & donner a la question des glacis 
était de les maintenir terrains de libre agcés autour du quartier, uniquement destinés a donner 
de l'air aux propriétés de ces quartiers. Dans l'avenir des promenades publiques pourraient 
peu a peu étre établies sur ces terrains avec Je produit de contributions; des arbres pourraient y étre 
plantés, des allées et des pelouses tracées. Sans doute; si 4 un moment donné, la division du 
glacis était décidée, il maintiendrait les droits des titres acquis par l’implantations de petits dra- 
peaux. Mais il se déclarait prét a laisser & tout le monde la jouissance des terrains des glacis, et 
méme a offrir 4 la communauté, si sa maniére de voir était acceptée, le terrain cootesté de la. 
poste chinoise:. 

Plus tard, M: le Comte Gallina a atténué cette déclaration du procés-verbal, en écrivant. qu'il 
ferait cette proposition seulement au cas oi toutes les propriétes particuliéres qui se trouvent sur 
le glacis seraient abandonnées a l'usage public. 7 ; 

M. Dubail déclare qu’ son avis l'aliénation des terrains du glacis est inadmissible, puisque 
les Puissances avaient demandé la cession de ces terrains & la Chine en vue des mesures de dé- 
fense. Le jour ov elles voudraient les aliéner, elles devraient en toute équité les rétrocéder au 
Gouvernement chinois. Pour le reste, il approuve les ieee paces de M. le Comte Gallina 
d’employer: les glacis au mieux. de-l'intérét: public. i 
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Quo riqui de Ta question -du glacts, tel qu'il est esquiesé ci dessbs, he permet 
pas de tirer une conclus lament cliite, il me semble pourtant que l'état actuel de | 
question riba étre résumé comme il suit : 

“Les terrains qui forment le glacis se composent des parties suivantes qui différent les unes 
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Le ean Ciediin d’Autriche-Hongrie, 
Le terrain de M. Splingaerd. 
2, tenus ou réclamés par une Légation en vertu d'une occupation faite en 1900. 
Ce sont: ‘surle glacis francais, le terrain de la Légation de’ Belgique provisoire; il est réclamé 
comme propriété par le Ministre de Belgique, parceque, selon lui, il a été occupé pour les be- 
soins spéciaux dela Légation; le terrain de la poste chinoise, réclamé par le Ministre d'Italie 
€n vertu dune occupation faite en 1900; sur le glacis italien: le terrain du Tang tz¢; dans son 
opinion, Ta Légation d’Ttalie peut s’appuyer sur une note officielle du Prince’ King a la Lé- 

, qui lui notifie la sanction impériale approuvant la cession. Le Corps Diplomatique en a 
été ayerti par les plénipotentiaires chinois dans la note N° 128 du 11 mai 190?, a laquelle le 
Doyen du Corps Diplomatique a répondu par la note N* 143 du 28 mai 1904, dans les termes 
suivants: « Mes Collégues ont constaté avec satisfaction que vous avez avez renoncé au Tang- 
tze' en faveur dela Légation d’ Italie.» Mais on peut néanmoins objecter que cette cession n’au- 
rait jamais eu lieu, si elle n’avait été demandée au nom du-Corps Diplomatique par la Commis- 
sion chargée des négociations de délimitation. 

n cr semble que si, parmi les raisons pour les quetles la dite Commission avait été enga- 
ee Corps Diplomatique a poser cette demande, la necessité d’un agrandissement pour 

Udenion ei d’Italie en était une, il s’en trouvait d'autres motivées par le besoin d’augmenter 
espace libre nécessaire & la défense. 

a pitas je lai’ déja expliqué plus haut, la raison principale de l’intervention de la-“commu- 
with dans ce sens avait été la considération de fa nécessité généralement reconnue de créer un 
glacis conformément aux demandes de la Commission militaire; a cet effet, il était iedispensable 
de demander la cession du Tangsse entier. A mon avis la commission aurait dépassé son man- 
ast, si elle avait réclamé pour devenir propriété de la Légation d' Italie plus que la partie du 

qui est situé au dedans de' la muraille de défense, car l'unanimité des Représentants 
epee navait aucun intérét 4 demander comme propriété de la Légation d’falie des terrains 

nant au Gouvernement Chinois et situés sur Je glacis a créer. 

De tout ce que je viens d’exposer, il me parait ressortir que Ja‘situation légale du hile 
os a. suivante: 

- Par Particle VIF du Protocole final, le Gouvernement Chinois a mis a la disposition des 
ions qui formaient une wnité vis 4 vis de la Chine pendant le temps des négociations le 
diplomatique comme lieu de’ résidence et il a été entendu que ce quartier pourrait étre 
mig en état'de défense. Donc les Légations comme’ personnalité unique ont recu le pouvoir 
de disposer de tous les terrains auxquels le-Gouvernement Chinois avait renoncé en leur faveur. 
Les: Légatious se sont mises d’accord entre elles sur la répartition entre chacune d’elles de tous 
les terrains situés' dans’ le nouveau quartier diplomatique a Vexception des terrains du giacis. 
nt & ceux-ci on n'est pas encore arrivé jusqu’a ce jour a établir un accord définitif. Mais 
<i gr néanmoins qu’on peut poser dés & présent jes deux principes suivants : 
1°. Tous les terrains qui étaient la propriété de personnes ton chinoises avant’ le 20 Juin 
1900 doivent rester leur propriété incontestée ou celle de leurs successeurs ayant droit ; 

2°. Une simple ‘occupation qui, en vertu d’un accord ‘tacite, avait’ été considérée suffisante 
rod acquisition de la propriété légale-de tous les autres terrains, ne peut conférer a une Léga- 
tic le pouvoir de disposer des terrains qui font partie du glacis. 

Lt Joostens. Jusqu’a ‘la réception de nowvelles instructions de mon Gouvernement je crois 
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devoir m’en tenir aux déclarations que j'ai faites au début de la séance. eg 6 GALT RFA : . , ai 
d’aillears que de donner lecture des instructions adressdes. par. M. | Favereau 
M. de Cartier le 20 Janvier 1902: 


« La Légation de Belgique se trouvant en possession paisible et a de son sie. 
i) parait équitable de la traiter aussi favorablement.que les propriétaires particuliers non chinois 
dont le droit de propr:été sera respecté en principe. 

ll va de soi que les terrains occupés par la Légation demeureront soumis comme ceux des 
autres propriétaires & Ja servitude interdisant toute construction sur leur surface et ae 
méme a d’autres exigences du génie militaire... 

En tout état de cause, il me semble que nous ne pouvons renoncer a notre pro 
conditionnellement, c ‘est-d-dire sous la réserve que le Gouvernement Belge ty i aneit No 
réoccuper le terrain qui lui appartient actuellement dans le cas od les glacis seraient slbdrioure- 
ment supprimés. 

Le Gouvernement Japonais, dit M. Uchida, juge que les glacis ayant été établis, d'aprés ’'avis 
de la Commission militaire, pour la défense du quartier diplomatique, doivent étre maintenus 
dans leur état actuel aussi longtemps que la défense est nécessaire. 

Le Gouvernement Japonais est également d’avis d’attribuer la propriété des glacis a l’en- 
semble des Légations. Si, dans l'avenir, la défense du quartier devient ein les. Légations 
auront a décider entre elles de la meilleure maniére de disposer des | 

M. le Comte Gallina. Ayant été informé & mon arrivée 4 Pékin, des droits de propriété que 
la Légation d’Italie réclamait sur certains terrains situés sur les glacis et des objections qui 

avaient été soulevées 4 cet égard, j'ai étudié attentivement la question. et je suis arrivé & me 
former l’opinion que j'ai I"honneur d’exposer ci-aprés ; si, en rappelant les circonstances qui se 
rattachent a cette question je tombe dans quelque inexactitude, je serai reconnaissant & mes 
honorables Collégues de me le faire remarquer. 

D’aprés ce qui m’apparait, lorsque les troupes étrangéres entrérent a. Pékin aptés le siége, 
différentes Légations, soit en vue de loger leurs soldats, soit simplement dans le but d’agrandir 
leur terrain pour les besoins de la Légation méme, occupérent des maisons avoisinantes appar- 
tenant a des Chinois et abandonnées par leurs propriétaires & la suite de la prise de la ville. 
D'autres se trouvant entourées de propriétés appartenant a des européens et ne pouvant dés lors 
s'arrondir aisément, cherchérent des compensations ailleurs, soit.avec l’intention de les échanger 
pour des terrains limitrophes de ceux qu’elles occupaient déja, soit en vue de les employer 
autrement. Toutes ces occupations ont eu un caractére également arbitraire, parfaitement justifié 
par les circonstances, et lorsque les limites du quartier diplomatique furent fixées, chacun garda 
ce qu'il avait occupé, plus tét en vertu du fait accompli qu’en vertu d’un accord réel entre.toutes 
les Légutions, accord qui seul edt été la base légale d’une division du quartier que Je Corps 
Diplomatique par ses démarches collectives.avait obtenu des Chinois. 

J’admets néanmoins une différence entre les terrains effectivement occupés par les Légations 
dans leur voisinage, et pour leurs besoins immeédiats, et ceux. occupés pour ainsi dire nomina- 
lement et marqués simplement pat des petits drapeaux, sans qu'une occupation effective s’en fut 
suivie. Dans cette catégorie se trouvent les terrains revendiqués par la Légation d'Llalie, mais 
dans les mémes conditions se trouvérent et se trouvent d'autres terrains qui ont été vendus, 
loués ou donnés par les Légations qui les ont occupés. 

Je n’ai pas & me pronencer sur le plus ou moins de valeur légale de ces occupations ; 
seulement il me parait indiscutable que toutes les propriétés ayant une méme origine doivent 
étre considérées sous le méme point de vue. Ou toutes sont.contestables ou aucune ne |'est. 

Je dois faire en outre une observation spéciale & pfopos d’'un.terrain. qui a pour la Légation 
d'Italie une origine toute différente. C’est l’ancien T’angsse qui. lui a été octroyé de la “facon 
suivante. Mon prédécesseur avait occupé pour y installer la résidence de la Légation une partie 
du Sou Ouang fou, 4 la défense duquel les marins italiens avaient spécialement coopéré, et des 
propriétés attenantes appartenant a administration des Douanes Impériales, entre autres la 
maison de Sir Robert Hart. Mais le Corps Diplomatique par égard pour-la haute personnalité 
de Sir Robert Hart et en reconnaissance des services éminents rendus. par lui aux intéréts 
généraux des Etrangers en Chine par la création du service actuel des Douanes, exprima le 
désir que l'on ne touchat pas & sa maison. Et le Marquis Salvago qui say a ‘les. sentiments 
de ses collégues se montra tout disposé 4 renoncer aux terrains en a la. condition pour- 
tant d‘étre mis en mesure de pourvoir autrement aux besoins de la zation. Il existait juste- 
ment du cété opposé aux dits terrains un ancien mausolée impérial, le T’angsse qui aurait 
représenté l’équivalent de ce que la Légation d’Italie aurait rendu a Sir Robert et dans lequel 
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le Marquis Salvago s’était installé provisoirement, mais les einen ratiadiont obstinément a 
le céder. Comme d’autre part aussi, cette.enclave aurait géné la ligne établie pour les limites du 
quartier, le Corps Diplomatique intervint auprés du Gouvernement Impérial et grace a ses 
a vepieaiac ——— résta & la Légation d’Italie qui rétrocéda 4 Sir Robert Hart sa maison 
et 80D: 

Il n’y.a pas de doute que si les nécessités de la défense n ‘avaient pas conduit a la création 
des glacis, tous les terrains occupés de Yune ou l'autre fagon par mon prédécesseur seraient 
restés 4 la Légation Royale comme le sont restés aux. autres Légations les terrains occupés par 
elles a l'intérieur du quartier. Devant des-considérations d’utilité ou plus encore de nécessité 
publique, les droits des particuliers ont dd passer en seconde ligne, mais. simplement pour. ces 
considérations et non pour aucune autre. Or cette cession de propriété doit étre considérée com- 
me une servitude établie’ pour un motif donné et non pas comme un abandon définitifde propriété 
et ces motifs venant4.cesser, les propriétaires doivent rentrer dans leurs droits. 

Quoique je ne puisse prendre de mon chef une décision a cet égard, je serais personnelle- 
ment enclin & reconnaitre aux glacis un caractére d’utité publique, méme si leur destination pré- 
sente venait 4 cesser, tant qu’ils serviront 4 un usage commpn en restant propriété commune, 
mais si ces terrains devaient passer a des particuliers, la considération que leur vente irait au 
bénéfice commun n’aurait pas ames yeux la méme importance et pour ce qui regarde les 
terrains réclamés par la Légation d'Ttalie, elle ne justifierait pas une perte de ses droits, & moins 
que l'on remit encause tous les terrains qui ont la méme base de propriété. 

O’est un point de vue Jégal que je crois juste. Si mes honorables Collégues en pensent au- 
trement, je m’empresserais de rélérer leurs opinions 4 mon Gouvernement pour qu’il en tienne 
compte dans les décisions qu’il aura & prendre dans cette question. Je puis en tous cas leur don- 
ner dés & présent l’assurance qu’é mon sentiment le Gouvernement Royal cherchera a éviter toute 
entrave de sa part aux décisions que |l’unanimité des Réprésentants des autres Puissances esti- 
meraient étre les meilleures dans |’intérét général. 

M. le Baron Czikann tient 4 présenter une remarque relativement & acquisition du Tangsse 
par la Légation d’Italie, Elle a été négociée avec le Prince K’ing par la Commission chargée de 
la délimitation du quartier et dont il faisait partie ainsi que M. Pichon et le Marquis Salvago. 
Le Baron Vitale qui servait d'interpréte 4 la dite Commission pourra confirmer a M. le 
Comte Gallina l’exactiude des renseignements communiqués par le Doyen. 

Les Chinois avaient réclamé -la rétrocession du T’ang tze en méme temps que celle 
des différents monuments publics, temples, ministéres. Le Prince King insista spécialement 
pour celle du T’ang tze temple impérial ot le Souverain se rendait a certaines époques 
pour faire ses dévotions. Le Prince attachait un tel prix a la rétrocession du Tangsse qu'il 
avait décidé Sir Robert Hart 4 abandonner en échange a Ja Légation d’Italie la maison et le 
parc qu'il occupait. C’est en invoquant des nécessités d’ordre militaire, le Tang tze étant situé 
dans la z6ne du glacis, que M. le Baron Czikann obtint du Prince King la renonciation 4 cette 
propriété. Le Doyen avait déclaré que si.l’Empereur voulait absolument rentrer en possession du 
temple, le Corps Diplomatique ne pourrait s’y refuser, mais qua chaque visite impéeriale, |'au- 
torisation de traverser le glacis devrait étre demandée préalablement. Les Chinois renoncérent 
a leur réclamation, mais il est clair que si leTang tze a été cédé a la Légation d’Italie c’est parce 
que les Chinois savaient qu'une partie de l’enclos du temple devait faire partie du glacis. 

M. Lessar déclare que le Gouvernement russe reconnait que Je glacis, vu son importance 
pour la défense du quartier diplomatique, devrait étre considéré comme propriété commune 
de toutes les Légations et qu'on ne saurait disposer de ses terrains que d'un commun accord. 

M. Conger. Aprés l’entrée des alliés dans Pékin, une des premiéres demandes formulées 
fut celle de la création d’un quartier diplomatique d’ou seraient exclus les Chinois. Au cours 
des négociations, les Plénipotentiaires consentirent aux propositions qui leur furent faites a ce 
sujet et acceptérent les limites du quartier qu'on leur indiqua. Les Légations s’entendirent entre 
elles sur la répartition des terrains et décidérent qu’on respecterait les droits des propriétaires 
non chinois. 

En ce qui concegne les glacis et les voies de communication, le Ministre des Etats-Unis est 
d’avis qu’elles soient déclarées propriétés communes des Légations, puisque c’est a ce titre 
qu’ils ont été cédés par les Chinois. Le premier pvint sur lequel on doive tomber d’accord 
pour la question des glacis, est celui-ci : lés glacis doivent-ils étre considérés comme propriété 

commune des Légations, oui ou non ? Quant a leur destination future, on a tout le temps d’y 
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songer, d'autant plus que si le premiet point.est admis, on aura toujours le temps de décider 
du second qui ‘ne peut tre sigs yen gey-ebe SAE eS eee ; 

MM. le Baron:Czikann n'a réponse de son Gouvernement a la proposition 

d’accepter la communauté de propridyé du glacis, mais ii estime que-cette réponse sera favorable. 

M. le Comte Gallina est sir que son Gouvernement se rangera & Vopinion de. Ja majorite, 
inais il yvoudrait connaitre lavis de tous ses collégues. 

M. de Carcer a pour instructions de se ranger & l'opinion de M. le Ministre de France. En 
ce qui concerne la question du plan cadastral, M. le Chargé d’Affaires d’Espagne n’acceptera 
les limites attribuéss 4 sa Légation qu’antant qu’elles concorderont avec cells qu’ont admises 
les Légations du quartier dipiomatique Hst. 

M. Van Citters se range a l’avis du Ministre des Etats-Unis. 

M. le Baron de Mumm. En somme nous sommes presque tous d’accord sur le principe de 
attribution commune aux Légations de la propriété du glacis. Quand M. Joostens aura recu ses 
derniéres instructions si elle: sont conformes aux vues de tous nos Collégues, et s'il veut bien 
en aviser le Doven, rien ne s‘opposera plus & ce qu’on mette en circulation le plan définitif 
du quartier qui, une fois approuvé, pourrait étre contresigné par les Chefs de Mission, dans une 
séance a fixer. 

M. le Ministre de Belgique fait observer qu’en tous les cas, il pense que son gouvernement 
insistera pour se réserver l’usage du terrain qu'il occupe sur le glacis aussi longtemps que 
l‘orcupation lui en sera nécessaire. 

M. le Baron de Mumm rappelle que Sir Bobert Harta fait une remargue sur le plan a 
propos de la fermeture d'une rue qui passe derriére son terrain, 

M. Dubail répond que ceite rue a été fermée provisoirement, parce qu'elle ne sert a per- 
sonne, mais qu'elle doit élre maintetiue et sera rouverte, 

M. Van Citters. Ne serait-il pas nécessaire de déclarer les rues domaine public? 

M. de Mumm. Nous pourrions déclarer que les empiétements sur les rues doivent étre 
interdits. Nous n’avons ni municipalités ni lois ici, mais nous pouvons nous lier nous-mémes 
par des engagements. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Ils n’auront de valeur qu’au jour ob le’plan cadastral sera signé. 

On accepte le prineipe de la communauté de propriété des rues et voies de communica- 
tion du quartier. 

Sir Ernest Satow demande que des remerciements soient adressés aux officiers qui ont 
fait le plan cadastral. | 

Adopte. 

Le Doyen propose de passer a la 4™* question a l’ordre du jour: celle de la constitution 
du Conseil fluvial pour l’amélioration du Whampou. 

M. Dubail n'a pas d’instructions et la question est ajournée. 

En ce qui concerne Je calcul de la conversion en or des versements de l’Indemnité chinoi- 
se parla Commission des Banquiers de Changhai (Lettre de Sir Ernest Satow ) la plupart 
des Ministres n’ont pas encore recu d'instructions. _ 

M. Van Citters dit qu'il a demandé quant a la proposition faite par Sir Ernest Satow, l’avis 
du Représentant Néerlandais de la Commission des Banquiers & Changhai. 

Celui-ci a répondu par voie télégraphique qu’a son avis adjudication publique proposée 
par le Ministre Anglais préviendrait pour une grande partie les abus signalés, pourva tou- 
tefois que cette adjudication fut bien reéylee. 

A cette fin une inscription lchdomadaire, comme il est usage & Londres pour le India 
Council bills serait recommandable. | : 

De cetie maniére une perturbation du marché de largent serait sans. doute évitée, et il 
serait impossible pour une seule banque de s’emprrer de tous les avantages. 

M. Dubail reconnait qu’il est nécessaire de réagir contre la spéculation des banquiers, 
mais il ne sait pas encore si son. gouvernement qu’il a consulté accepte la suggestion de Sir 
Ernest Satow, l'adjudication des tanx de change. — 

M. Conger. Il y a quelques mois mon Gouvernement a envoyé 4 Changhai une comiis- 
sion d’experts du ministre des Finances pour étudier a fond la question et attend son rap- 
port avant de donner des instructions définitives. Cette Commission est actuellement sur le 
chemin de retour et son rapport peut étre produit d’un moment a l’autre. 

M. Uchida attend des instructions de son Gouvernement qu'il a consulté. Il aviera le 
Doyen dés qu'il les aura reques, 

M. Joostens signale l’exayération des taux fixés pour les paiemenis du second semestre 1903. 
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sew: avait fait circuler il y a quelque temps une lettre du Wai ou pou, qui con- 
rent a accorder aux Consuls la franchise sur les meubles et provisions qu’ils importent a leur 
arrivée eu Chine, mais non dans la suite. Il demande s'il vaut mieux reprendre la correspon- 
danee ou s'il vaut mieux se contenter des concessions faites par le Gouvernement Chinois. 

MM. Dubail est d’avis qu’il vaut mieux se contenter de cette demi-concession que de rou- 
vrir la discussion. | 


'  Acoepte. 

- Le Doyen demande si Yon est pede 4 discuter la proposition du Ministre de 5 Belgique d’ac- 
cepter le paiement de l’indemnité en argent d’aprés les chiffres du tableau annexé au pro- 
tocole, sous réserve de régler plus tard la différence des comptes en or et en argent. 

M. Lessar répond qu'il n’a pas encore requ d’instructions. | 

Relativement aux audiences du jour de l’an, on décide dese conformer a ce qui a été 
fait l’an passé. 

Pour Vaudience du Wai ou pou, “chaque Légation écrira pour son propre compte. 
Ii est probable que, comme précédemment, les Ministres Chinois fixeront la méme heure pour 
la réception des différentes Légations. Les Légations adressent au Wai ou pou une demande 
d’audience par lettre identique et dont les interprétes connaissent les termes. La demande est 
faite quatre jours d’avance. 

_» En ce qui concerne Fevdience impériale. M. le Baron de Mumm désirerait que la demande 
fut faite par le Doyen pour le Corps Diplomatique. 

M. Dubail et M. D’Almeida font observer que dans les Cours d’Europe on ne demande 
pas d'audience. Ce sont les maréchaux du Palais ou les maitres de cérémonie qui prévien- 
nent les Représentants des Puissances que le Souverain les recevra a telle heure. 

On décide de demander l'audience par l’intermédiaire du Doyen. 

Seules, les personnes qui ont été désignées dans la séance du Corps Diplomatique du 28 
Janvier 1903, savoir: le personnel des Légations comprenant exclusivement les personnes 
ayant des fonctions dans les Légations, et les Commandants des Gardes, se rendront a !'au- 
dience Impériale. 

En ce qui concerne l’audience des dames, M. le Baron de Mumm propose que le Doyen 
indique aM. Lienfang, s'il est consulté par lui & cet égard, que les dames du Corps Diplo- 
matique seulement, ainsi qu’il a été décidé l’année passée, ne se rendront a l’audience impéria- 
le que si elles y sont invitées par !’Impératrice et on ne fera par de demande d'audience. 

Cette proposition est acceptée. 

La séance est levée a midi. 


Le Secr étaire, Le Doyen, 
Gaston Kaun : M. CziKann, 


— OX... 


des Représantants des Puissances signataires du Protocole final 
} en date du 13 Juin 1904. 


yey Ys 


‘ Séance a lieu a 10 heures du matin a ta Légation d’Autriche-Hongrie sous la _prési- 
dence de 8, Exc. le Baron Czikann de Wabiborn, Ministre d’Autriche-Hongrie et Doyen du 
a re ge sy Oe 
Son ent présents : LL. BE. les Ministres d’ Allemagne, des Etats-Unis, de France, 
: e, d'ltalie, du Japon, des Pays- Bas, de Russie et MM. les Chargés d’Af- 
faires d’Espagne et de Belgique. 

Le Doyen donne lecture du Protocole (ci-annexé) concernant l’acceptation du plan ca- 
dastral du Quartier eipematique et I’établissement d’un Réglement général de Police et de 
voirie pour le quartier. 

Ii propose de remplacer dans le protocole le mot « possession» par le mot « propriéte » 
dans les article 1 (la propriété du terrain, etc.) ef 2 (a titre de propriété commune). 

Cette proposition est acceptée a l'unanimite. 

A propos de l'article 10, le Comte Gallina fait remarquer que les constructions ayant un 
caractére provisoire devront étre démolies, 

M. Conger ne pourrait donner son assentiment au protocole s'il était compris que la 
Mission Méthodiste n’edt pas le droit de compléter ou de modifier les Construction qu’elle 
posséde dans l’enceinte de ses limites. 

Sir Ernest Satow et le Baron de Mumm répondent que l'article IV ne saurait avoir le sens 
que suppose M. Conger, il est bien évident que si les batiments appartenant a la Mission 
Américaine brilaient ils pourraient étre reconstruits et que dans les limites de sa propriété, 
il a le droit de batir tout ce qu'il veut. 

_ MM. Uchida fait observer qu’il figure sur le plan, a Pangle Nord-Est du Pont de Jade, un 
petit Corps de garde construit par les militaires japonais. Il a demandé & Tokyo qu’on en don- 
ne la propriété au Corps diplomatique et doit attendre la réponse. 

Sir Ernest Satow est prét a offrir a la communauté la petite construction batie par. la 
Légation d’Aungleterre, si elle peut étre de quelques utilité et servir par exemple d’abri a la 
police. 

Les autres articles du protocole ne donnent lieu a aucune observation, On procéde en con- 
séquence 4 la signature du protocole et du plan cadastral. 

M. de Carcer déclare qu ’il signe le plan sous Ja réserve que les limites Sud et Ouest du 

terrain de sa Légation qui n’ont pas été données par chiffres seront portées sur le plan. 
| M. Lessar tout en signant le protocole et le plan annexé reserve ses drois sur le trottoir 
de sa Légation. Ce trottoir sur la rue des Légations n'avait en 1901 que 1 métre 50 de largeur 
et sur le canal 1 métre 50 prés du pont de Jade, en s’élargissant jusqu’au point de limite entre 
les murs des Légations de Russie et de la Grande-Bretagne. Ce n’est que de ce trottoir qu’il 
peut étre question dans le § 6 du protocole. L’élargissement trés considérgble qui a été fait et 
sera encore fait reste naturellement la propriété de la Légation de Russie, qui sans avoir l’in- 
- tention de le faire actuellement se reserve le droit d’y batir des constructions dans l'avenir et 
d’en disposer quand et de la facon qu'il lui conviendra. 

Le Doyen suggére, puisque la «réunion» du Quartier Diplomatique est faite, qu'on prenne 
une décision pour l’organisation du quartier. 

Sir Ernest Satow est prét a soumettre a l’approbation de son Gouvernement un projet de 
réglementation en 9 articles, communiqué il y a plus d’un an a M. Townley et que ce dernier 
avait déja envoyé a Londres. 

Aprés un court échange d’observations, une Commission de trois membres, composée du 


Baron de Mumm, de M. de Gaiffier et de M. van Citters est désignée pour élaborer le projet - 


d’organisation définitive du Quartier diplomatique. Elle pourra s’adjoindre un secrétaire. 

Le Doyen déclare que son Gouvernement tient 4 posséder des titres de propriété pour les 
terrains appartenant a l’Autriche-Hongrie. Il désirerait que la Commission lui délivrat un Ex- 
trait conforme du plan cadastral. 

Le Baron de Mumm, \e Comte Gallina, MM. Lessar, Dubail, sont (davis que les Gouver- 
nements n’ont pas besoin de titres de propricté. M. Dubail estime qu'il ne reconnait & aucune 
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autorité la faculté de donner des: titres au Gonnesiaaiies francais qui est en possession 
Légation depuis 1860, Ces titres peuvent étre utiles aux peer Ag surtout si les in i 
mitifs ont été bralés, (c’est dans ces condition d’ailleurs que M. le Baron Czikann a donné des 
titres de propriété provisoires 4 Sir Robert Hart, mais les Gouvernements n’ont pas besoin de 
documents délivrés par le Corps Diplomatique. Il n’y a d’ailleurs: nul inconvénient a ce que ces 
titres soient délivrés a qui les désire. 

M. le Baron de Mumm va envoyer a Tientsin le plan cadastral signe, et des’ — confer- } 
mes, en seront faites par les officiers allemands. 

La séance est levée a onze heures et quart. 

" Le Président, 
. : Czimann. 


ANNEXE. 


Les soussignés, Représentants des Puissances signataires du Protocole final du 7 
septembre, 1901, ; 

vu l'article VII du dit Protocole. par lequel le Gouvernement chinois a acceptée que le 
quartier occupé par les Légations fot considéré comme un quartier spécialement réservé 
a leur usage, placé sous leur police exclusive, ot Jes Chinois n’'auraient pas le droit de résider 
et qui pourrait étre mis en état de défense, 

vu le plan fixant les limites de ce quartier conformément au Protocole 

ont convenu ce qui suit : 

1. Il est reconnu a chaque Légation ainsi qu’a la Duane Maritime Impériale, a chaque 
société étrangére et a chaque particulier, la propriété du terrain indiqué par son nom y inscrit 
sur le plan cadastral dressé a cet effet et annexé au présent Protocole. 

2. Tout le terrain compris entre les limites du Quartier et les murs de défense marqués 
sur le plan, terrain qui est reservé comme glacis pour la défense du Quartier, ainsi que les 
routes, trottoirs, canaux, ponts, égouts. arbres et constructions quelconques, sont reconnus 
appartenir au Quartier Diplomatique 4 titre de propriété commune. 

3. Sont exceptés les terrains situés sur le glacis qui sont reconnus avoir appartenu a des 
particuliers avant le 20 juin 1900, date de l'investissement des Légations, et qui sont 
également indiqués sur le plan. Ces terrains demeurent la propriété de Jeurs anciens proprié- 
taires ou des ayant droits de ceux-ci. Pour éviter tout malentendu la liste de ces terrains est 
fixé ci-apres : 

Sur le glacis en face de la Légation d’Allemagnue, le terrain de la Banque Russo-Chinvise 
et le terrain de la Légation d' Allemagne qui appartenait autrefois a M. Coltman. 

Sur le glacis en face de la Légation de France, le terrain appartenant a la Société mis- 
sionnaire de I’Kglise méthodiste épiscopale. 

gg le placis en face de la Légation d'Autriche-Hongrie, le terrain de M, Splingaerd. 

. Aucune contruction, permanente ou provisoire, a l'exception de celles actuellement 
oxiitehion ne pourra étre faite sur quelque partie que ce soit du glacis sans |'assentiment 
unanime des Représentants des Puissances signatair:s du Protocole final du 7 septembre 1901. 

5. Le glacis étant reconnu propriété commune, chaque Legation reste provisoirement 
chargée du contrdéle de la partie dont elle assume actuellement la défense, et les commandants 
des gardes seront invités 4 se concerter entre eux pour toute question relative a son utilisation 
militaire, 

6. Les Légations, la Douane Maritime Imperiale, les sociétés et particuliers ne pourront 
commettre aucun empiétement sur le glacis, les routes, trottoirs, ponts ou canaux tels quiils 

sont indiqués sur le le poe cadastral. 


“Ties Repetovantants des Puissances signataires pe Protocole Fiaal du 7 Septembre 1091 
s'engagent a procéder sans délai a la rédaction d’un projet de Reglement général de police et de 
voierie, et & le soumettre a J'approbation de leurs gouvernements respectifs. De mame, ils 
prendront les mesures qu’ils jugeront utiles afin d’obtenir l’autorité nécessaire pour appliquer 
a leurs ressortissants le dit réglement et leur faire payer les taxes destinées a assurer les 
services de la police et de la voierie. 

8. La Légation de Corée ayant été substituée a un citoyen des Bat Unis comme proprié- 
taire du terrain actuellement occupé par elle est regardée comme succédant seulement aux droits 
de celui-ci, mais par courtoisie elle sera invitée a prendre part, au nom de son Gouvernement, 
a la rédaction du réglement général. 

9. Les travaux déja exécutés aux frais de quelques-unes des Légations pour le rétablisse- 
ment des routes, trottoirs, canaux, ponts ou pour tout autre travail d’ordre public ne donnent 
droit 2 aucune retribution de la-part de la communauté. 

10. Ce Protocole avec le plan annexe sera imprimé a raison de trois exemplaires pour 
chaque Légation. 


Fait a Pékin, le 13 du mois de Juin 1904. 


Signé: A. von Mumm ; 
M. C21Kann ; 
de GAIFFIER ; 
de CaRCcER : 
CONGER ; 
DuBAIL : 
SaTow ; 
GALLINA ; 
Ucuipa ; 
von CitTERS 
LLESSAR. 
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‘SEANCE DU CORPS DIPLOMATIQUE* 
du Mardi 1° Novembre 1904. 


Btaient présents: LL. Exe. le Baron Czikann de Wablborn, Ministre d’ Autriche-Hongrie, 
Président ; M. Conger, Ministre des Etats-Unis ; le Baron de Mumm, Ministre d’Allemagne ; 
Sir Ernest Satow, Ministre d’Angleterre ; M. Lessar, Ministre de Russie ; M. Uchida, Mimistre 
du Japon; M. le Comte Gallina, Ministre d’Italie; M. Dubail. Ministre de France: M. le Jonkheer 
van Citters, Ministre des Pays-Bas ; M. Wollbeim, Chargé d’Affaires du Mexique; M. de Al- 
meida, Secrétaire de la Légation de Portugal. ( Absents : les Ministres de Corée et de Belgique 
et le Chargé d’Affaires d’ Espagne). 

M. Casenave, Premier Secrétaire de la Légation de France, remplissaut les fonctions de 
Secritaire du Corps diplomatique. 


Le Doyen du Corps diplomatique a réuni ses Collegues a la requéte du Wai wou pou 
qui a demandé des indications sur les intentions des Représentants des Puissances relativement 
a la remise des lettres de -félicitations adressées par les Souverains et Chefs d’Etats aS. M. 
l'Impératrice douairiére a l'occasion de Son Jubilé. L’idée d’une réception au Palais d’Eté 
ayant été abandonnée, Sa Majesté viendra 4 Pékin, pour recevoir les félicitations du Corps 
diplomatique. Toutefois, tous les Chefs de Mission n’ayant pas encore recu les lettres dont ils 
dvivent effectuer la remise, le Wai wou pou propose, en vue d’épargner autant que possi- 
ble 4 Sa Majesté la fatigue de déplacements trop répétés, que les Ministres en possession de leurs 
lettres les présentent pendant un séjour que la Souveraine fera 4 Pékin du 8 au 12 de ce 
mois. Les autres auront leur audience lorsque les messages de leurs Souverains ou Chefs 
d’Etat leur seront parvenus. Le Wai wou pou demande également quel devra étre ordre de 
réception des Représentants des Puissances: sera-ce celui de présentation des lettres de 
-créances ou l’ordre alphabétique. 

Sir Ernest Satow fait remarquer que l’ordre albabétique n'est suivi que pour le cas spécial 
de la signature des. Traités, et propose ordre de présentatinn des lettres de créances. 

M. Lessar est du méme avis. 

Le Comte Gallina-a regu de son Gouvernement les instructions d’effrir des félicitations 
verbales en attendant l’arrivée de sa lettre : il penserait pouvoir présenter ces félicitations s'il y 
avait une audience générale et collective, et ferait parvenir ensuite sa lettre par le Ministére 
des Affaires Etrangéres. 

M. de Almeida se trouve dans la méme situation. 

M. Dubail fait remarquer qu’on se heurterait alors 4 des difficultés d’étiquette, les Re- 
présentants porteurs de lettres autographes n’élant pas recus avec le méme cérémonial que ceux 
qui vont 4 une simple audience. __ 

Sir Ernest Satow tient 4 présenter lui-méme la lettre qu'il recevra: il ne demandera 
d'audience au Wai wou pou qu ‘aprés avoir recn ce document, qu'il portera méme au palais 

d’Eté si Sa Majesié ne peut venir & Pékin la-recevoir. 

Le Comte Gallina n’insiste pas sur |’idée d’une audience collective. C 

M. Dubail estime que chaque Ministre doit demander personnellement son audience. 

Le Baron d3 Mumm et le Doyen résument les opinions exprimées: chacun des Ministres 
demandera une audience dés qu’il sera muni de la lettre dout il doit effectuer la remise : ceux 
qui ont déja recu leurs lettres seront recus du 8 au 12 Novembre, les autres au fur et a mesure 
de leurs demandes, inais le Wai wou pou pourra réunir—pour épargner des fatigues 4 Sa Ma- 
jesté—plusieurs audiences en un seul jour. Dans les groupements de plusieurs Chefs de 
Missions ainsi effectués, l'ordre de présentation des lettres de créances devra étre observe. 

Quant au cérémonial a suivre, ce sera, bien entendu, celui de la présentation des lettres 
autographes des Souverains et Chefs d’Etats tel qu’il est prévu par le Protocole. 

Les propositions-du Doyen sont adoptées. 

Le Doyen a recu une pétition des Chambres de Commerce de Hong Kong, de Shanghai et 
de Tientsin, demandant !’intervention du Corps ss. icaiheata en vue d’obtenir la réforme du 
Systéme monétaire en Chine. 

Il propose d'y faire un simple accusé de reception, mentionnant seulement d'une facon 
gvutrale, que les Gouvernement ne perdent pas de vue cette question. 
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M. Dubail déclare.qu’il ne peut acc qu’une réponse congue dans des tern 
gues & ceux d’une réponse faite pub ssial, 4 une pétition it le méme sujet. 

Sir Ernest Satow est du meme avis et demande en vertn de qe ie la Chambs 
merce de Hong Kong peut saisir d'une | Diplomatique a P 

Le Doyen remet une pétition de la Chambre fecomaeres de Tientsin sur la qu 
marques de fabriques. pee 

Un accusé de réception indiquant que le Corps Diplomatique a été sit de a esti 
que d’ailleurs les Légations s’en occupent, sera adressé en Sk ere 

Le Doyen a recu de 8. E. Na Tang one demande tendant & obtenir du Corps | atique 
l'autorisation de réparer la grande voie de communication connue sous le nom.« Viale d'Italia», | 
depuis le pont de la riviére de Jade, jusqu'é la rue Ketteler. Le Gouvernement chinois de- 
mande également l’autorisation de s’entendre avec les Commandants des Gardes au sujet de la 
Police sur la zone située au Nord de cette voie. Les Légations d’Autriche-Hongrie et d'Ttalie 
dont le secteur comprend cette rue, sont d’accord pour consentir a la propanition faite antl les 
Autorités chinoises, qui d’ailleurs offrent une entente. | 

Le Baron de Mumm, serait également d’avis d'accepter la proposition de Ss. ‘Exe, Na 
T’ung, a la condition de faire la réserve expresse que le Corps diplomatique aura le droit de 
reprendre la police de la z6ne en question lorsqu’il le jugera coovenable, 

Cette proposition est adoptée. — 

Le Doyen demande & ses Collégues s'ils ont regu de nouvelles instructions de leurs Gou- 
vernemts au sujet de l’union des deux parties du Quartier Diplomatique. 

Le Baron de Munn. Peut-dtre pourrait-on mentionner ici les Gouvernements dont les 
Représentants ont déclaré a la séance- pouvoir dés 4 présent adhdérer aux propositions 
concernant !l’union des deux parties du Quartier Diplomatique. 

. C'étaient si je ne me trompe, avec moi, Messieurs les Ministres d’Autriche-Hongrie, 
d’Amérique et du Japon. 

M. Uchida est en mesure d’annoncer a ses Colldgues q ue son Gouiverneutesit dés que I'u- 
nion sera effectuée, remettra entre les mains de Administration du’ Quartier le poste de police 
situé a l'angle N. E. du Pont de Ja rue des Légations. 

M. Conger a recu une lettre de S. E. Lien fang, demandant de repousser dé 5 pieds la 
barriére servant de limite 4 l’Ouest du glacis américain pour établir & cet endroit un ¢ ottoir ‘le 
long de la voie qui conduit 4 Chien Men. Etant donné que le principe de Vinternationalisatior 
des Glacis est actuellement reconnue, M. Conger pense que le Corps diplomatique doit étre 
saisi de cette demande et que c'est le Doyen qui devra y répondre. 

Il propose d’ailleurs d'accueillir la demande des Chinois, en leur faisant savoir qu’ils 
auront a enlever la barriére.et a la rétablir eux-mémes d'une maniére convenable. 

La proposition est acceptée. 

Le Baron de Mumm demande ensuite : 

1° La publication d'une nouvelle liste du Corps Diplomatique, celle qui cireule actuellement 

n’étant plus a jour. | 
2° La rédaction d'une lettre adressée 4 Sit Ernest Satow et ayant pour 
tre 4 l’officier anglais du Corps des Ingénieurs qui a fait le plan du | 
les remerciements des Chefs de Mission. 

Ces propositions sont adoptéés. ; 

Le Doyen est nommé Membre du Comité de rédaction du Corps. Diplmatqe 

La ‘séance est levée 4 11 heures du matin. 
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Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

f have the honor to transmit herewith duplicate copies 
of the personnel of the foreign legations at Peking, cor- 
rected to December, 1904. 

have the honor to be, Sir, 


ee Your obedient servant, : 
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Janvier 27, Natssance de Sa Majesté U' Empereur d@’ Allemagne. 


‘ 


Mar a, Naissance de Sa Mayesté le Rot d’Espagne. 


“Mai 19, Naissance de Sa Majesté l/Empereur de Russie. 

Juurer 4, Indépendance des Etats-Unis d’ Amérique. 

Noes ics 14, Féte Nationale francatse. 

Aout 18, Natssance de Sa Majesté l’Empereur d'Autriche-Hongrie. 
‘Aodt 31, Naissance de Sa Majesté la Reine des Pays-Bas. 

Sepr. 16, Indépendance des Etats-Unis Mexicains. 

Sept. 28, Natssance de Sa Majesté le Roi de Portugal. 

Novemprr 3, Naissance de Sa Majesté ’'Empereur du Japon. 
Novempre 9, Natssance de Sa Mayjesté le Roi d'Angleterre. 
Novempre 11, Naissance de Sa Majesté le Roi d’Italie. 

NOVEMBRE 15, Naissance de Sa Majesté le Rot de Belgique. 

26°" jour de la 6° lune, Anniversaire de ‘la naissance de l'Em- 


pereur de CHINE. 


25¢me jour de la 7° lune, Anntversaire de la naissance de I’Em- 


pereur de COREE. 


VaR AT, 


LISTE D’ANCIENNETE 
DES CHEFS DES MISSIONS DIPLOMATIQUES. 
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TTRICHE-HONGRIE. S. Exc. le Baron Czixann de Wautesorn, Ir mai 1897 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 


ATS-UNIS. S. Exc. M. Epvwin H. Concer, & juillet 1898 
AMERIQUE: Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 


LEMAGNE-. © SS. Exc. le Baron Mumm von SchWarzENSTEIN, 24 aout 1900 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. | 22 janvier 1902 


SANDE-BRETAGNE. S. Exc. Sir Ernest Satow, | 25 octobre 1900 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Pbdpoteniisires 22 janvier 1902 


SCIP. S. Exc. M. Lessar, | 17 septembre 1901 


Envoyé. Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire.{ 22 janvier 1902 


PON. | S. Exc. M. Ucnipa, Iz novembre rgor 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire.| 22 janvier 1902 


NANCE. S. Exc. M. Dusaiz, 21 décembre 1902 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 


YS-BAS. -§. Exc. le Jonxueer A. J. van Cirrers, 30 octobre 1903 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. | 


RTUCAL - S. Exc. M. de Castetto Branco, 20 février 1904 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 
REE. S. Exc, Min-Yunc-Cuui, - 3 mars 1904 
_ Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 


LSIQUE _ §. Exc. M. Epmonp de Garrrtrr, 12 Aokt 1904 
) Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 


ATS-UNIS. . —s- S. Exc. Carros Américo Lera, re 6 Octobre 1904 
XICAINS- § Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 
BALIE. ’ §. Exc. M. Baroti, 1904 
P Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 
SPAGNE. M. ve Carcer ‘ Octobre 1901 
| Chargé d’Affaires. 
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PERSONNEL 
DES LEGATIONS 


Légation d’Allemagne ~ 7 Hj it 


S. Ex. le Baron Mumm von ScHWARZENSTEIN, fi BR 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 
M. le Baron von per Go.ttz, & RW + 
Premier Secrétaire, Conseiller de Légation. 
M. von Rapowirz, Rr & 
Deuxiéme Secrétaire. 
M. le Baron von Rorennan, #t FH # 
Troisiéme Secrétaire. 
M. Kress, BW 
Secrétaire-Interpreéte. 
M. von Borcu, fh % {ff 
Deuxiéme Interprete. : 
M. Donrikow, @& Hi #4 in : 
Chancelier de la Légation, Conseiller aulique i Chencsliers: 
M. Grunow, #% $F | 
M. le Major von Crarr, #4 & Bi 
Attaché Militaire de la Légation. 
M. le Docteur Krummacner, 4% 3 fh | M™ KRUMMACHER. 
-Médecin-Major, Médecin de la Légation. 
M. Cremer, §& # 3° , 
Inspecteur des Mines, Attaché a la Légation. 
_M. Bramscu, H] BA 
Lieutenant en premier, Attaché a la Légation. 


M. Srrewe, Bp & mR : 7 
M. le Dr. Krarzscu, i] % f& Eléves 


~M. Mac Lean, By 36 #k | Interpretes. 
M. le Dr. Siesert, H# HE 


__M. le Major KauLen, <i | 
Commandant la Garde de la Légation. | 


- 
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Légation d’Autriche-Hongrie. + Rij Bmw 


S. Ex. le Baron Czixann pE Wau.eorn, 9% BB 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 


M. le Docteur A. pg Rostuorn,  @ BB -§ M™ de Rostuorn. 
Conseiller de Légation. 


M. E. Lupwic, jk # & 
Vice-Consul, Attaché & la Légation. 


M. le Chevalier E. pr Zacn, # # X 
Vice-Consul, Interpréte. 


M. le Capitaine de Corvette Nicotas Cueva.ier pz Ropakowsk!, $2384 377% 
Commandant la Garde de la Légation. 
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Eléve-Interpréte. 
M. le Lieutenant Curvatier de Wourers d’Oruinrer, 
Commandant la garde de la Légation. 
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S. Exc. M. EdWin H. Concer, FE #% 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 
Mz J. G. Cootipeg, oxz 
Secrétaire de la Légation. 
M. le Lieut. Com. C. C. Marsn, & iff 
Attaché Naval. 
M. le Capitaine A. w. Brewster, i @ 
Attaché Militaire, Commandant la Garde de la Légation. 
M. H. P. FLETCHER, R wm B 
Deuxiéme Secréta're de la Légation. 
M. E. T. Wittiams, 1] @ M™ Witurams. 
Sécrétaire Interpréte. 
_M. T. W. Haskins, @ 2 & M™ Haskins. 
Deuxiéme Interpréte. 


MM. W.B.Hu1,#8®8 
A. W. Pontws, #% + nas 
C. L. L. Wiruiams, 1% K x 


Inter; rétes. 
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 _Légation des Etats-Unis Mexicains. ~ % 04 7 Bi 


S. Exc. M.Carros Américo Lera, fh 3 

Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire, (Absent). 
M.Mazricio WotLHEm, & ¥ # 

Chargé d’Affaires ad interim. 


M. P. Herrera de Hugrra, WW M™ Herrera de Huerta. 
Troisiéme Secrétaire de la Légation. 
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Légation de France. ~ }+ BH yy 


S. Exc. M. Dusai, & $F | 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plenipoyentiaire: 


M. Casenave, A 9 9B | § M™ Casenave. 
Premier Secrétaire d’Ambassade. 


M. Vicnon, @ @ 
Deuxiéme Secrétaire d’Ambassade. 


M. le Vicomte Josep pu Hacovet, if St 
Troisiéme Secrétaire d’Ambassade. 


M. Morisse, @ X i § M™ Monisse. 
Premier Interpréte de la Légation, 

M. BLancueT, 4] RH 
Vice-Consul, Deuxiéme Interpréte de la Légation. 

M. Saussing, & ZB § M™* Saussine. 
Vice-Consul, Interpréte-Chancelier de la Légation. 

M. Haucuecorne, fy tt B 
Vice-Consul, Eléve-Interpréte. 


M. le Capitaine Brissaup DesMAILLET, {A #1 & | M™* Brissaup Desma.tet. 
Attaché Militaire de la Légation. 


M. le Lieutenant de Vaisseau Martinig, (absent) & #% JE 
Attaché naval. 


_. M. le Docteur Onimus, &K WH ®@ 
Médecin-Major de 1° Classe, 
Médecin de la Légation. 

M. Joanny Bernard, 
Architecte de la Légation. 


M. le Cuer de Bataition Larue, #2 @ 4 
Commandant la Garde de la Légation. 
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Légation de la Grande-Bretagne. ~ #% [Bi it 


S. Exc. Si Ernest Satow, G. C. M.G., 3 # 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 


M. lI’Honorable L.D. Carneciz, M.V.O. 759% iM= L’honorable CarnEciE. 
Conseiller de la Légation. 


M. Henry Cocxsurn, C. B. 7 5H § M™ Cocxsurn. 
Secrétaire de la Légation, Premier Interprete. 

M. le Lizurenant-Cotonet, C. M. Ducat, #%} HH 
Attaché Militaire. | 

M. J. W. Jamieson, # @ 3% 
Consul, Attaché Commercial dela Légation, (Shanghai). 

M. G. J. Kinston, 3& 25 G@ 
Troisiéme Sccrétaire. 

M. l’'Honorable R. A. H, Cortirr, & 4 BW 
Troisieme Secrétaire. 

M. S. F. Mavers, # @ B § M™ Mayers. 
‘Deuxiéme Interpréte. 

M. H. A. Orrewit., BM # BF 
Vice-Consul, Archiviste. } 
-M. le D® G. Dovcras Gray, M. D., f& 2 § M™* Gray. 
Médecin de la Légation. : 

M. A. E. Eastes, # B @ 
Eléve Interp. Attaché & la Légation, Secrétaire part. du Ministre. 
M.O. R. Coates. 35 + &f 
_ Eléve-Interpréte, Attaché a la Légation. 

M. C. F. Garstin, HE 95 9 
Eléve-Interpréte, Attaché & la Légation. 

M. J. B. Arrieck, £2: 
Eléve-Interpréte, Attaché a la Légation. 

M. L. E. Keyser, (absent) @ & 
Eléve-Interpréte. 

Le rrts Rev. C. P. Scorr, D. D. ee He 

Evéque de I’Eglise d’Angleterre dans le Nord de la Chine. 
Aumonier de la Légation. | 
_ M. le Coroner H. Bower, 1 § M™ Bower. 
‘Commandant la Garde de la Légation. 
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'M. le Baron Guido Amedeo Vitae, a 3% B 
Secrétaire de Légation, Interpréte. - 

M. Marco Guszo, 4 #% & 
Chancelier de la Légation. 

M. le Lieut. de Vaisseau Mario Grassi, & 2 2 
Commandant la Garde de la Légation. 

M. le Capitaine Docteur Lodovico di Giura, @ (§ it 
Médecin de la Légation. 
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_ M. Taske Takasu 
Secrétaire Interpréte. 
__M. Gisasuro Suimakawa, & JI #@ = MW 
Secrétaire Interpréte. 
_M. Kinraro Konno, 3¢ & $8 OM § M™: Konno. 
chancelier. 


M™ Taske Takasu 


_M. Curvoxicu: Nixuni, 3 fl T fe Mme Nikunt. 
Chancelier. : 


M. Masusiro Yosuipa, (absent) 7 Hi HF Ye BE 
Capitaine de Corvette, Attaché Naval. 

M. le Docteur Misao Akasane, Hp 74 HR 
Médecin-Major, Médecin de la Légation. 


Mz le Lieut. Colonel Nosumi Yamamoro, |] A 3E & 
ommandant la Garde de la Légation, Attaché Militaire de la Légation. 


M. Hingo Maminzu, (absent) R ak 3% # 
Architecte de la Légation. 
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S. Exe. le Jonkheer A. J. van Citrers, 3 4¢ 3 
Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 
_M. W. J. Oupenpux, Be FF 
Secrétaire Interpréte. | 
-_M. B. Scureupers, 1 f§ BH 
Enseigne de vaisseau, Commandant la Garde de la Légation. 
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° Exc. M. Jost pb’ AZEVEDO Castetto Branco, (absent) & ff #% 
nvoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 
M. Gasriet pe Aumeipa, pj He 
gé d’ Affaires. 


M™ pr ALMEIDA. 


at 


> S 


AEE Ses 
* 


Py 


y 
eae ve 
a See 
ee APs ee 
F baat 


Légation de Russie. ~.fff 
S. Exc. Paut Lessar, & BE @ 


Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire. 


_M. G. Kozaxow, @ Be % ig 


Premier Secrétaire. =~ 


M:. P. S. Rospestvensky, #@% $f M™* RoJpEsTVENSkY. 
Deuxiéme Secrétaire. 


M. A. J. Lyssaxovsxy, @ BE WH 4 i} & 


Deuxiéme Se:rétaire. 


M. le Baron de Start HoisTein, & 3 # 
Attaché. 


M. N. Kotessorr, #] @ & ii 
Premier Drogman. 
M. A. BELtTcHEenxo, A RR M™* BELTCHENKO. 
- Deuxiéme Drogman. 


M. A. de Lanptséne, 3 @% 18 
Attaché a la Légation. | 


M. V. Bratzow, & ii ii 
Attaché a la Légation. eee : 


M. Kourpiarrr, ffi 7 ig M™ KourpiAkEFF | 

léve-Interpréte. . 

M. N. June, 8 : : 

léve-Interpréte. | | : 

M. V. Sxoropoumorr, # & & EK , | 
Attaché a la Légation. | 
_ M. le D' V. KOrsaxorr, 3B Ee M‘* Korsakorr. i 
Médecin. : : : | | 


M. le Colonel Th. Ocoropnixorr,-4& 3 ME Je UR ik 
Agent Militaire, Commandant la Garde de la Légation. 
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PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 27, 1904. 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to confirm my telegram of December 
25th as follows: 


Peking, December 25, 1904. 
Secstate, 
Washington. 
Russell Colegrove died here 
today. Notify friends. 


(Signed) Conger. 


¢ 


Russell Colegrove, late Vice Consul General and Mar- 
shall in Canton, had been in Peking for nearly a month 
living at a hotel and calling on various people, Chinese 
and foreign, in the hope of enlisting their sympathies in 


various financial undertakings in which he was interested. 


He came to this office, also, to ask advice about a law- 
suit which concerned him in Canton. 

On Christmas morning, about nine o'clock, he was 
ourvies into the Legation by some Chinese, in an almost 
unconscious condition resulting from intoxication and ex- 
posure, A little later he was removed to the hospital 
of the Guard, where he died early in the afternoon with- 
out fully regaining consciousness. 

At my request an autopsy was made, which only con- 


firmed the opinion already formed, and showed that there 


was no reason to suspect that he was a victim of foul 


f 


play. 


play. On investigation it appeared that he had been drink 
ing heavily for some days, and that for the last forty~ 
eight hours had deen wandering about the Chinese city ob- 
taining liquor and sleeping where he happened to fall. He 
had thus passed the greater part of two nights in the open 
air. I succeeded in tracing his movements with reasonable 
accuracy; and, although no money or Valuables were found 
on his person, I do not believe that he was robbed, 

He was buried this morning in the English Cemetery, 


after a preliminary service at the Barracks attended by 


members of the Legation and the officers of the Guard, 
Dr. Lowry of the Methodist Mission and Dr. Ament of the 
American Board both officiated. 

The effects of the deceased which, as far as known, 
consist of some papers and boxes containing clothes, have 
been taken charge of by Mr. Murphy, Vice Consul General 
at Tientsin, who was sent here for that purpose. 

The Consuls-General in Tientsin and Canton were noti- 
fied by telegraph of the death of Mr. Colegrove. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Joint protest of Ministers against the 

Collection of Transit pass dues not pro- 
vided for by treaty; collection of which 
suspended in consequence. Opies of core 


respondence enclosed, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


| | December 27, 1904. 
The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
On the 19th of October last I was informed by the 
Consul General at Shanghai that a notice had been publish- 
ed, that hereafter foreign merchants would be charged one 
tael for every transit pass issued to them, Chinese mer- 
chants three taels for each permit to ship rice from one 
port to another, and all persons three taels each for every 4 
travel pass issued to them. 


I immediately called the attention of Prince Ch'ing 


to this plain violation of treaty provisions. Several 
of the other Ministers did the same, 

For a reply to all these the Prince wrote a note to 
the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps claiming that the charge 
was only a clerical fee, etc, 

In reply to this note, all the foreign representa- 
tives joined in a note of protest? and we have now re- 
ceived notice that the collection of these charges will 
be suBpended, 


Enclosing. copies of the correspondence mentioned 
above, I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


nclosures: 
-é Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing, Oct.19,1904. 
7 se Chfing's note to the Doyen of the Diplomatic 
rps. 
Joint reply of the Ministers. 
, Notice from Prince Ch'ing that the collection of 
_ the charges will be Puspenteg:. 
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Enclosure No. / In Despatch No./276 
Mr, Conger to Prince Ch'ing. 
(F.0.No.726,) 


AMERICAN LEGATION, Peking, Octoher 19, 1904, 


Your Imperial Highness: 

I am in receipt of a communication from the American 
Consul General at Shanghai, inclosing a copy of a note 
which he rece ived onthe 29th of last month from the Shang- 
hai Taot'ai, to the effect that he had been instructed by 
the Board of Foreign Affairs that certain rules had been 
drawn up and approved, in accordance with which foreign 

 Serehants are to be charged One Tael for every Transit Pass 

issued to them, Chinese merchants Three Taels for each per~ 

mit to ship rice from one port to another, and all persons 
Three Taels each for every Transit Pass issued to them. 

I have the honor, therefore, to inquire of Your Im- 
perial Highness whether or not the One Tael charge for a 


Transit Pass is in addition to the regular charge of 2% 
ad yalorem, as provided in the Treaties? If so, I must 
call the attention of Your Imperial Highness to the fact 
that such additional charge will be a violation of the ex~ 
press provisions of the Commercial Treaties. 

I have the honor further to request that Your Imperi« 
al Highness will direct that a copy of the said Rules be 
forwarded to me, that I may acquaint myself with their re- 
quirements. | 

I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 
Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest considera- 


tion, | 


E. H. Conger, | 
American Minister 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure No.2 


In Despatch No. /77¢ 


(F.0.8o.763,) 


Despatch from Prince Ch'ing to the vari- 
ous Foreign Ministers through the Dean, 
regarding the extra fees collected upon 
transit passes, coast<-trade duty certifi- 
cates etc, 


SBSSSC KSC CCSO OS CoS SCS LSLELE SPARS Seessnscs 


My Board received some time since, a communication 
from the Superintendent of Northern Trade to the effect 
that he had received a report from the Customs Taot'ai 
of Tientsin saying that in regard to the permits and cere 
-tificates issued each year, foreign and Chinese merchants 
alike had been vaying fees for the official paper, ink, 
etc., used; that it was now proposed to collect upon all 
transit passes and Coast Trade Duty Certificates a fee 
of one tael per copy, and upon all passports a fee of 
three taels per copy, etc. etc. My Board thereupon gave 
its consent, and issued instructions to the various Cus- 
toms officials to act accordingly. 

Later my Board received despatches from the British, 
French, German, and Belgian Ministers, and a letter from 
the American Minister, all of whom held that this is con=- 
trary to treaty regulation. Whereupon another communica~ 
had Oke eont to the Superintendent of Northern Trade 
asking him to ascertain definitely from the Customs Tao- 
t'ai whether or not these fees for permits and certificates 
had been collected formerly, and whether or not the col- 
lection of fees now proposed is in accordance with the 


rules formerly in use. 


saying that the Customs Taotai had reported as follows: 


"The collection of 


Subsequently a reply was received, 
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"The collection of the transit pass certi- 
ficate fee was commenced last year, according to the 
instructions of Mr. Detring, Commissioner of Customs, 
and the amount collected was Hk,Tls,.0.50 per copy. 

The proposed collection of a fee of one tael, there~ 
fore, is fifty tael cents more than was formerly col 
lected, As to the fees for Coast Trade Duty certi- 
ficates, Chinese or foreign merchants, when shipping 
foreign goods to the interior, applied for a Coast 
Trade Duty certificate, paying therefor 3,100 Tien- 
tein cash; foreigh merchants purchasing native goods 
in the interior applied for a similar certificate, 
paying therefor 2700 Tientsin cash. The proposed 
colleetion of one tael therefore, is less than the 
amount formerly collected. The Chinese and foreign 
merchants have long been aware of this collection of 
fees by the Tientsin Customs, and after the receipt 
of instructions installing the new set of regulations, 
pen, 4 all paid the prescribed charges without any pro- 
test. 


In the opinion of my Board this collection of fees 
upon transit passes, coast~-trade certificates, etc., is 
merely to offset the cost of the official paper, ink, 
etc,, and is not in any way to be considered as an addi-~ 
tional tax over and above the regular two and a half per 
cent duty, since no matter what the amount of goods to be 
shipped, the certificate may call for, still, the amount 
of the fee is the same, being only so much per copy of the 
certificate itself. It is evident that the fee collect~- 
ed is not collected upon the goods at all, and has nothing 
to do with the schedule of duties, When the Tientsin 
Customs began the collection of this fee there was no ob 
jection raised either by Chinese or foreign merchants, 
and certainly all Customs offices should observe the same 
rules, The fee as now fixed is sometimes more and some~ 
times less than the amount previously collected. The fee 
for transit passes and that for Coast~trade duty certifi~ 
cates are both fixed at one tael @ach for the sake of uni- 
formity, and this is not by any means burdensome. My 
Board is willing to give assurance that this fee will 
never be increased hereafter, thus preventing the suspi-~ 


cions 


ae 
Rew) 


— 
St AT IG = 


Sonnets analy oer Pe ange emRie d+ 4 an, Wags ae i 
: Pm en a 


— , 


" ~ Pea Do Se eee 


t 


-tite9 gaaq tlans1t eft to mo btoetfos sit" 
eit ot |nibioc0g ,1#8Y tasl beonemmoo ssw eet etaoit 
~eamotewD To 1e0tee Lomoo spntited .1M to enotsouttent 
¥qoo teoq 0C.0,afT, aH oad befosiioo tnvome edd bra 
~eions. ,leat erro to .99t.@ To, Ro Léne thom Seeogorg. oT 
~loo «in remot asw. Jans oaks aINSo. , > VTL at ,er0t 
tt19e0 yout, ebarT..tae0d. 10% Bast ‘oat. ot BA ,betosl 
aniadiae tetw ,staedo ter rg ie10% to. enen tno -peteot? 
gesoD a 0? beffaas 40 tYesnt aig, of Boop: rate tot 
~meiT OOL.& toteteds snived ..etaoitiztise yiud ebatT 
aboon evitan untasdowgd atnadotem Materot ;deao aiads 
etsoltiixreo uslimite se tol Bbellaggs toiteiant ext at 
beaoqo1g ef eso mtetmelT OOTS sotererts aatyved 
eit nadt easel at ,etotestens Lest exo To notteeltioo 
mate tot bra eaentad eif .betostLoo vyiismrl savoma 
to noltoelioo aint to etewe need .3n0l eved atnsdoiem 
tgtecse: odd tetts bos ,amoteyd niatnelT eft yd asset 
anottaivyet to tea, wer ads nitifleseant acoiteuisgent to 
og, yas fyvodtiw eentato bedtioasetq end — fle vert 
".s aad 


seet to nottoetLoo eta bis0@ ym to noinige ens SB 
el ,«oTe \Betsoi tists. sbaté-tanoo ,Beaasg stanatd noqu 
ant .tegqeq Iatottto ens to da0o vanes teatto of eioten 
~tbhbs ng ag betebilanos ed of Yaw Yous at ton at bas ote 
teq tiad se bas ows tsl{ug¢1 of? evode bre 1svo xed fanot? 
ed of eaboon to tnvome ead Janw Isvtam on sonie ysub Taus9 
Press OMme edd ffise ,.1s0t.iiae yam eteoltities eat ,beaqaid 
eit to vqoo tsq domm oe vino anied ,ense oft 4! est octd to 
-toolfoo est ont sant dneblve at $1 .tieas? esaottisies 
gaidton ead bree ,ife te ahoon eat ro qe betoellos ton at be 
ait neAW  ,asiiuh Yo elubetok end Atiw ob of 
-fo on asw erent est eidt to nolgoetioo ond nsaed aniosaudD 
,atnsiotem ogietot 10 easniad yd wedste bests m6 t$set 
emea et evisado bluode aeoltto amoteas tis yintsd1e9 bre 
~eroa bas etom semtsemoa at bextt won as eet sat @elet 
est. edT .betoelloo yi avotvese tnuome ot nedt éeel semis 
“1219190 (ius ebg13~-tasod +10t tacit bea aeessg diahe “tot 
-~tnus to eae eft 10% Kone feat eno ta bexit ddod 1s nedac 
VM _emoenebind argent ris ‘A ton ar sas ‘bna oe terro 
Iitw eet atdd sadt conswees ovis ot gciiliw ek bisod 
~iqaue eit guitrevetq aude lestaeied beasetont ed tever 


anoio 


~ehy 


- ¢@ions of foreign merchants becoming aroused. 


& 


As to the collection of fees upon permits to ship sil- 
ver, rice, and baggage:- Foreign merchants shipping sil+« 
"yer into the interior to buy native goods, will, as it is 

plainly stated in the proposed regulations, secure their 
permits from the Tientsin Customs, according to the rules 
made by the Commissioner (i.e. according to the old rules), 
The rules relating to the shipment of rice and baggage ap-~ 
ply only to Chinese merchants and officials. 

As to the collections of fees upon passports for 
travelling, this Board has already refused to give its con- 
sent, and given orders that no such collection will be 
allowed, 

It becomes my duty to send this’-despatch to Your Ex- 
celleney as Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, and I trust 
you will transmit it in turn to the Ministers of the vari-~ 
ous countries, that they may all take note of the matter 
and instruct their various Consuls to inform the foreign 
merchants to acquaint themselves with the rules and ob- 
serve them. I would also appreciate a reply, that we 


may put the rule into operation, 


despatch, 


Kuanghsfl XXX Year, 10th Moon, 
(Nov. 12, 1904, 


6th Day. 
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Son Altesse 


/ 
Pekin le £4 Novembre 1904. 


‘Monseigneur, 


Les Soussignés ont l*honneur d'accuser 


réception & 
Votre Altesse de la lettre qu'Elile a bien voulu écrire au 
Doyen du Corps diplomatique a la date du 12 Novembre 1904. 
au sujet des taxes nouvelles que l'Administration chinoise 
desirerait imposer sur les "transit@ passes" et les "Hu= 
chao". 

Ils ont le regret de porter a la connaissance de 
Votre Altesse que, de l ur avis unanime, ces taxes, qui 
seraient établies a raison de frais de Chancellerie pour 
la delivrance des passes de transit ou autres documents, 
sont en contradiction formelle avec les traites en vigueur. 
Il resulte en effet des Traites que le 2 i/2 percu dans 
les conditions prévues par ces traites comprend tous frais 
depenses ou charges quelconques. En consequence, les 


Soy 
Soussignes sont d'avis qu'ils ne sauraient admettre 1'ap- 


plication de ces taxes. 


er & Votre Altesse de faire rapporter les mesures 


ees et de prese*Tire la restitution aux inter- 
oo ere ee 

esses des sommes deja percues. 
Les Soussignes Saisissent cette occasion de renouvel- 


er a Votre Altesse les assurances de leur trea haute con- 


sideration. oe 


neeigneur le Prince K'ing, — 


Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres, 
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Peking, November 25, 1904. 
Your Highness: 

The undersigned have the honor to acknowledge the ree 
eeipt of the letter which Your Highness had the kindness 
to write to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps under date 
of November 12, 1904 on the subject of the new taxes which 
the Chinese Government desires to impose on "Transit 
passes” and "huchao" 

They regret to inform Your Highness that it their une 
animous opinion that these taxeswhich would be estabjished 
simply as offices fees for the issuing of transit passes or 
other documents are in formal contradiction with the exe 
isting treaties. Indeed it follows from the Treaties 
that the 2 1/2 4 collected under the seukitinds bhevites 
by the treaties includes all charges, expenses or taxes 
whatsoever. Consequently the undersigned are of opinion 
that they cannot admit the application of thesetaxes. 
They therefore find it necessary to request Your Highness 
to annul the above-mentioned measures and to order the 
repayment to the interested parties of the amounts al- 
ready collected. 


The undersigned take this opportunity to renew to 


‘Your ‘Highness the assurances of their most high censider- 


ation. 


Prince Ch'ing, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
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Enclosure No. 4 In Despateh No. /?)6. 


Despatch from Prince of Ch'ing, Presi-~ 
dent of the Board of Foreign Affairs, to 
H. E. Baron Czikann, Doyen of the Diplo-~- 
matic Corps, in re the Collection of Fees 
for Transit Passes, etc., etc. 


a re a nt 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt off the 
24th of the Tenth Moon, XXX Year of Kuanghsti (Nov. 30th, 
1904), of a joint note from the Diplomatic Corps with re 
gard to the fees charged for Transit Passes, Coast Trade 
Duty Certificates and Passports, saying that the Ministers 
were unanimously agreed that the collection of these fees 
to cover the cost of the necessary stationery, as express- 
ed in the original document, would be a clear violation 
of the existing treaty regulations, and that the Ministers 
joining in the note were unable to consent to the going 
into operation of the plan for the collection of these 
fees, | 

On the 15th of the present Moon (Dec. 19, 1904) I also 
received a note from Your Excellency, Doyen of the Corps, 
urging me to make reply. 

With regard to this matter I find that the Tientsin 
Customs has up to the present been accustomed to collect 
such a fee for each Passport and Certificate, and there 
has been_ no objection made by any nationality. How is 
it then that now when my Board is adopting definite regu- 
lations, all the Ministers of the Corps change front and 
Say they are unable to consent to it? 

But since this arrangement does not meet with the 


approval of the various Ministers of the Corps, it can 


be taken into further consideration. 


Besides 
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notifying the various 


concerned to 


for the present the enforcement of the plan, 
Board gives way, and will investigate the conditions and 
propose another plan for discussion, 
In the meantime, as in duty bound, I send this reply _ 

to Y ur Excellency, the Doyen, in the hope yhat you will | 


communicate its contents to the various Ministers of the _ 


Corps for their consideration. ie? i 
A Necessary Despatch, 
Kuanghs@ XXX Year, eventh Moon, 16th Day. | 
(December 22nd, 1904. | 
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December 29, 1904. 


+ Conger to the Secretary of State. oe ih ia 


4 + 


tas Amendment of the Rules governing the Mixed 
oa ie Court at Shanghai. Copy of joint note to 


“ 3 8 Foreign Office on subject 
ee ‘Referring to Despatch No. 988 of March 7, 1902 
| and Instruction No. 518 of May 14, 1902. 
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December 29, 1904. 


The Honorable 
| Seoretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 

Referring to my Despatch No. 958 of March 7, 1902, 

and Department Instruction No. 518 of May 14, 1902, con- -. 

concerning amendments to the rules governing ~~ 
Court at Shanghai, I have to report that/we have not here- 

tofore been able to accomplish anything in this direction, 

largely because of the opposition of the French Minister. 


His opposition grows out of a fear of possible encroach- 


4 


? ment upon the jurisdiction of the French Concession. 


Recently, however, he has been instructed by his Govern- 
ment not to object further, neither to take any part 
with his colleagues in their effort to amend the rules. 
Therefore, )the representatives of all the Powers, except 
the French and the Mexican (who says he has no objections 
but cannot join), have sent the proposed amendment 8, with 
a joint note gto the Chimese Government requesting their 
agreement thereto. 

I enclose a copy of this note, and will report fur- 
ther on receipt of their reply. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


uy 


ag Enclosure No. /, ara Despatch No. /}// 
/ 
Pekin, le 22 Decembre 1904. 


és ont l'honneur de s'addresser & Son Altesse le 
‘ing, Président du Conseil des Affaires Etrangeres au sujet 
des reglements du Tribunal Mixte & Shanghai. 


Ces reglements etaient adoptes én 1868 apres gue les represent- 


ers et le Tsungli Yamen les eussent considéres. 

8 cette epoque, les travaux du Tribunal ont eu tendance 
constante & s*augmenter, et cette tendancev’a ete spécialement a re- 
marquer depuis l1'*extension en 1898 des concessions étrangeres, qui 
a amene sous l@ jurigdiction du Tribunal une population beaucoup 
plus nombreuse. 

Puisque la revision des reglements est devenue, par consequent, 
une necessite urgente, les Consuls etrangers ont eu soin de les 
prendre en consideration, et ont propose des amendments, qu'ils ont 
transmis aux Soussignes, lesquels, apres une discussion prolongee, 
ont 1l*honneur de les communiquer a Votre Altesse. 

Ils prient Votre Altesse d'avoir 1@ bienveillance de les exam- 


iner et d'en signifier votre approbation, de sorte qu'ils puissent 
etre 


/ r) , , 
lies suivant le procede ordinaire, et mis en operation dans 


/ ‘ 
8 ont l'honneur de renouveler a Votre Altesse l'as- 


e@ de leur tres haute consideration. 


(Signatures) 


A Son Altesse, | 


le Prince Ch'ing, 


Président du Conseil des Affaires Etrangeres, 
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“Tnolosure No. /, In Despatch No. /}?7, 
(Translation) 


- Joint Note of the Ministers to Prince Ch'ing in re Rules 
of Mixed Court at Shanghai. 


Peking, December 22, 1904, 


: The undersigned have the honor to address His High- 
ness Prince Ching, President of the Council of Foreign 
. | Affairs, on the subject of the rules of the Mixed Court 
at Shanghal.. 
These rules were adopted in 1868 after consideration 
by the foreign representatives and the Tsungli Yamen, 
Since that time the labors of the Court have shown a con- 
stant tendency tc increase, and this tendency has been 
especially noticeable since the extension, in 1898, of the 
| foreign concessions, which has brought a much larger number 
of people within the jurisdiction of the Court. 
As the revision of the rules has consequently be- 
| come q question of urgent necessity, the foreign Consuls 
have not failed to take them under consideration and have 
proposed amendments, which they have transmitted to the 
undersigned, who, after prolonged deliberation, have the 
! honor to communicate them te Your Highness, They beg 


Your Highness to have the kindness to examine them and to 


) | fy your approval, so that they may be published in 
_ the ordinary method, and put into operation within a short 
period of time. 


The undersigned have the honor to renew to Your 


Highness the assurance of their highest consideration, 
(SIGNATURES) - 


To His Highness, . 
Prince of Ch'ing, 

President of the Council of Foreign Affairs, 
etec., etc., etc, 
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Suggested Amendments to Mixed Court Rules, 


[terations and Additions by the Committee are underlined.) 


(1) 
(a) The Mixed Court of Shanghai shall keep a 
regular docket in Chinese of all civil actions and pro- 


ceedings, entering each case separately, numbering it con- 


secutively, with the date of filing, the names of the 
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parties in full, their nationality, the thing claimed, 
with the minutes and date of all orders, decrees, con- 


tinuances, appeals, and proceedings until final judgment, 


“and a sufficient minute of the final judgment. 


(o) Another regular docket, in Chinese, shall 


be kept for all criminal cases, with similar minutes. 
(ec) Such docket shall be open at all times for 
inspection by parties materially interested, 


(2) 
All trials and proceedings in the Mixed Court of 
Shanghai shall be open to the public, unless the Assessor 
and Judge agree that, for public morals, the case should 


: 
» is 


be private. 
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(3) 
The Chinese Judge of the Mixed Court of Shanghai 
shall be a substantative Sub-Prefect, and authorized to 
all cases against Chinese, 


foreign Settlements north of the Yang-king-pan. 
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istrates of the rank of, at least, expectant Sub-Pre- 
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ect, whose appointment and removal shall rest with the 
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Taotai, and who shall ‘try such cases as may be assigned 
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to him by the Magistrate. 


(4) 
A foreign Assessor, as agreed upon by the 
Treaty 


(a) 
Consular Body of Shanghai, and subject to the 


rights of each nationality of foreigners, shall sit with 


the Chinese Judge in every case not purely Chinese, 


(db) If the Magistrate and Assessor fail to 


agree, after consideration, upon the decision in any case, 


it shall be referred to the Tactai and Consul or Consul- 


—_ 


: 


General concerned, as the case may be, 


(5) 
The Mixed Court gaol shall be subject to the Sani- 
tary Regulations and supervisions of the Health Authori- 
ties of the Municipality north of the Yang-king~pang. 
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ed Court against Chinese in the 


No warrant of th 


| foreign Settlement north of the Yang-king-pang shall be 


enforced unless countersigned by the Senior Consul of the 


Consular Body at Shanghai. If the defe t is in the 


countersigned 


by the Consul of the nationality of the employer of the 
defendant. 
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_ or criminal, which come before 


where a foreign Assessor is sitting, either 


represented by counsel. | ee 


Before an attorney or counsel is admitted to prac- 


tise in the Mixed Court, he must satisfy the Court that _ ; 


he has been admitted to practise in the Consular Court of — 
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“his own nationality at Shanghai. 


(8) 
Should any attorney in any case be adjudged by the 


Chinese Judge and foreign Assessor sitting in that case 
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ae 


guilty of any refusal to @bey their lawful summons or 
order, he may be suspended from practice in that Court 
for a period not exceeding one month, or, with the con- i 
sent of the Consul of the nationality of the attorney con- 


cerned, for a time not to exceed six months. | 


(9) 
In cases involving principles where no precedents 
exist in Chinese law, the Court shall be governed by com- 


. mercial custom and equity. 


(10) | 


1 parties to proceedings before the Mixed Court } 


bserve such rules of procedure as the Magistrate 


; Pi 


may from time to time prescribe, subject to the consent 
of the Consular Body. a 


(11) A 
All parts of the present Rules and Regulations for 
not in conflict with these =—~S 
8 are hereby continued in full force. 
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| (1) 
(a) The Mixed Court of Shanghai shall keep a 
regular docket in Chinese of all civil actions and pro- 
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eeedings, entering each case separately, numbering it con- 


secutively, with the date of filing, the names of the parties 


in full, their nationality, the thing claimed, with the minutes 


. 


and date of all orders, decrees, continuances, appeals, and 


proceedings until final judgment, and a sufficient minute 
of the final judgment. 
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(bd) Another regular docket, in Chinese, shall 
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be kept for all criminal cases, with similar minutes. 
ae (¢c) Such docket shall be opened at all times for | 
inspection by parties materially interested. : 


: : (2) 
All trials and proceedings in the Mixed Court of : 
Shanghai shall be open to the public, unless the Assessor 
and Judge agree that, for public morals, the case should be 


private. 


(3) fee | 
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The Chinese Judge of the Mixed Court of Shanghai shall 


be a substantative Sub—Prefect, and authorized to try 


: all cases against Chinese, no matter of what rank, in the | 
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foreign Settlements north of the Yang- 


} attached to the Court one or more Assistant Magistrates of | 
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rest with the Taotai, and who shall try 
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(a) the 
Consular Body of Shanghai, and subject to the Treaty rights 
of each nationality of foreigners, shell sit with the Chinese 


A foreign Assessor, as agreed upon by 


‘Judge in every case not purely Chinese. 
(bd) 
after consideration, upon the decision in any case, it shall be 


If the Magistrate and Assessor fail to agree, 


referred to the Taotai and Consul or Consul—General concerned, 


as the case may be, 


(5) 
The Mixed Court gaol shall be subject to the Sanitary 


Regulations and supervisions of the Health Authorities of the 
Municipality north of the Yang-—king-—pang. 


(6) 
No warrant of the Mixed Court against Chinese in the foreign 


Settlement north of the Yang—king—pang shall be enforced unless 
countersigned by the Senior Consul of the Consular Body at 


shanghai. If the defendant is in the employ of a foreigner, 


such warrant must be countersigned by the Consul of the national— 


ity of the employer of the defendant. 


(7) 


In all cases, civil or criminal, which come before the 


- 


Court where a foreign Assessor is sitting, either party may be 
represented by counsel. 


~ 


" Before an attorney or counsel is admitted to practise in 


the Mixed Court, he mst satisfy the Court that he has been 


admitted to practise in the Consular Court of his own national-— 


ity at Shanghai. = 


i £8) 
- Should any attorney in any case be adjudged by the Chinese 


Judge and foreign Assessor sitting in that case guilty of any 
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summons or order, he may be sus~ 
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pended from practice in that Court for a period not exceeding 
one month, or, with the consent of the Consul of the nationality 


of the attorney concerned, for a time not to exceed six months. 


(9) 
In cases involving principles where no precedents exist 
in Chinese law, the Court shall be governed by commercial 


custom and equity. 


(10) 


All parties to proceedings before the Mixed Court shall 


observe such rules of procedure as the Magistrate may from 


time to time prescribe, subject to the consent of the Consular 
Body. 


(11) 
All parts of the present Rules and Regulations for the 
Court of Shanghai not in conflict with these amendments 


erebdy continued in full force. 
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| BODY'S : 
pAFT AS APPROVED BY SECRETARY 
hy ON APRIL 15, 1902. 


1. 


_ The Mixed Court of Shanghai 
hall ke@p a regular docket in 
inese and English of all Civil 
¢tions and proceedings, entering 
ach case separately, numbering 

¢ consecutively, with the date 

f filing, the names of the par- 
es in full, their nationality, 
he thing claimed, with minutes 
nd dates of all orders, decrees, 
ontinuances, appeals, and pro- 
sedings until final judgment, 
nd-a sufficient minute of pean 
inal judgment. 


. Another regular docket shall 
» kept for all criminal cases, 
ith similar minutes. 


. Such docket shall be open at 
1 times for inspection by par- 
es interested. 


All ertate ais proceedings 
n the Mixed Court of Shanghai 
hall be open to the Public un- 
ess the Assessor and Chinese 
udgs agree that for public morals 


he case should be heard in pri- 
ate, 


DRAFT _ 
PROPOSED BY THE SUPERIETESDE NT OF 


ROG KHILL’S§ NO. i78 of ceiatioe ‘ui. 1905. 
| wet. 

a. The Mixed Court at Shanghai shall 
keep , dockets in Chinese of all 
Police cases and Mixed civil cases, en- 
tering each case separately, numbering 
it. consecutively, with the date of filing, 
the names of the parties in full, their 
nationality, the thing claimed, with the 
minutes and date of all orders, decrees, 
continuances, appeals, and proceedings 


until final judgment, and a sufficient 
minute of the final judgment. 


b. The Mixed Court shall pave. Power 2. 
deal with all civil cases punishable by 
cangue or beating with the bamboo or by _ 
imprisonment not exceeding three years, 
and shall keep a separate docket thereof — 
as above provided. 


Such several dockets-except thos 
s 


f police cases, and Mix ixed_sivil 
oat _May be examined ‘by any party _ 
materially interested at any time after 


the case has been decided--if they contain 
confidential or important j information. which 
it is_not advisable to divulge, shall not 


be subject to inspection, 


The remaining civil cases brought 
directly to the court, need tc be recorded 


er a re er ee ere eae 


in a separate docket, but when such cases 


are disposed of, the judgment together with 
a a statement. of the names of the parties — 
and witnesses already set at , liberty or 


Otherwise dealt with shall be exhibited i: din 


due course on the Notice Board for General 


_———— ee ane ee ee - ——— ae 


information. 


il, 


All trials and proceedings in the 
Mixed Court of Shanghai shall be open to 
the public, unless the Assessor and Judge 
agree that for confidential reasons and 


for public morale the case should be private, 
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3. 
sco 


the Chinese Judge in the Mixed 
court of Shanghai shall be a sub- 
stantive sub-prefect; and author- 
ized to try all cases against Chi- 
nese in the foreign settlement 
North of the Yang-king-pang. 


4. 
a. A foreign Assessor, as agreed 
upon by the Consular Body af 
Shanghai and subject to the Treaty 
righta of each Nationality of for- 
ecigners, shall sit with the 
chinese Judge in every case. 


b. When the Chinese Judge and 

the foreign Assessor shall agree 

as tc the judgment in any case in- 
volving less than 1000 Taels or 

six months imprisonment, their 
joint judgment shall be final. 
Should they not agree in any case, 
then no decision in that case shall 
be rehdered by them and the case 
shall be referred to the Taotai and 
Consul concerned. Where any case 
involves ever 1000 Taels, or to 
exceed six months imprisonment is 
given, either party may appeal to 
the Taotal and Consul concerned. 

d the Taotai and Consul con- 
d agree in any case, their 
it di von sage in such case ie final 


> i 

Mixed Court_shall be an official post _ 

with all the attributes of the Yamen of 

a prefect Independent Sub-Prefect, or 

IndependentDepartmental Magistrate. The 

Magistrate shall be selected and deputed 
_pub-Prefects,  -. 


rom am 


Governor tc make the appoiniment, (and 

if occasion demands) to address (the 
authorities of another Province asking 

for the) use (of an offcial's services). 
(Translator: The Chinese drafting requires 
amendment here). The date of his taking 
over and handing over charge shall be re- 
ported to the Board. 


IV, are 
In all cases except where both parties 
Chinese and in which no foreigner is in- 
volved, a foreign official shall sit as _- 
assessor, The powers of these foreign _ 
assessors who shall be appointed by the _ 
several Consular Representatives, subject 
to the Treaty rights of each nationality 


a ene aT 


b. If the Magistrate and Assessor fail 
to agree after consideration upon the de- 
cision in any case, it shall be referred 
to the Taotai and Consul or Consul-General 
concerned, as the case may be. 
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the Mixed Court jail shall be 


d the supervision of the health 
thorities of the Municipal ity 
rth of the Yang-king-pang. 


All warrants of the Mixed 

yurt against Chinese in the 
preign settlement north | 
the Yang-king-pang, shall not 
» enforced unless countersigned 
the Senior Consul of the Con- 
lar Body at Shanghai. If the 
pofendant is in the employ of a 
preigner, such warrant must be 
puntersignmed by the Consul of 

e Nationality of the employ- 


sant of the defendant. 
7 ad 


Should the Attorney in any 

se be adjudged by the Chinese 
dge and the Assessor sitting in 

hat case to be guilty of any con- 

pt committed in their presence, 
of any refusal to obey their 
wful summons or order, he may 

> suspended by them from prac- 

ice in that Court for a period 

t exceeding one month or, with 

ne consent of the Consul of the 


ti onality of the Attorney con-. 
srned, for not to exceed six months 


: 


pject to the Sanitary regulations 


lunder European sanitary conditions. An 


V., 


ating er... 


The Mixed Court gaol shall be kept 


experienced and capable Chinese medical _ 


jup for its satisfactory administration, | 


_ 


’ 


itself to carry out this work, and the 


officer shall be engaged by the Court 


a mmnall 
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Shanghai Taotai shall set aside funds _ 
for tee purpose. 


f in the future: the Court gets a 
ies al ren separate rules will be drawn 


Yi: 


No Warrant or summons of the Mixed 
Court against Chinese in the Foreign 
settlement north of the Yang-king-pong 


ishall be enforced unless countersigned 


by the Senior Consul. (In the case of 
respectable persons, and moan. the cir- 


}cumstances of the case are not really 
|grave, a summons should only be issued _ 


and Warrants must not be used unneces- 
sarily. If a party faile to appear when 


;summoned more than once he may then be _ 


arrested under a w ) 
If the defendant is in the employ 


(of a foreigner such warrant must be also 


countersigned by the Consul of ‘the> 
nationality of the employer of the de- 
fendant. 

In Chinese cases where the parties 


-_ eae ——"a 


are summone d by the Chinese M avistrate, 


ea ooo ~~ —— er 


they may be released on bail if the hear-. 


ing- of the case is not at once impending, 


so as to avoid detention in custody. 
Now that no- torture is employed in 
hearing cases, the new regulations sanc- 


tioned by the Throne shall be followed. — 


— eae ——. = 


Nil. 


In all cases civil or criminal which 
come before the Court where a foreign 
assessor is sitting and both parties 
are represented by Counsel, before an 


jattorney or Counsel is admitted to prac- 


tise in the Mixed Court he must satisfy 
the Court that -he has been admitted to 
practise in the Consular Court of his 


; own nationality at Shanghai. 
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In cases involving principles 
pere no precedents exist in 
ninese law, the Mixed Court shall 
, governed by commercial customs 
d equity. 


ae 


All parts of the present rules 

d regulations for the Mixed Court 
Shanghai not in conflict with 

ese amendments are hereby con- 

snued in full force. 


ended 


VIII. 


Steet oe 


No alteration. 


 onsanes eames 
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In cases involving principles where 
no precedents exist in Chinese law, the 
Court shall be governed by Chinese com- 


mercial customs and equity. 


regulations for the Mixed Court of 
Shanghai, not in conflict with these 
supplementary Amendments, are hereby 
continued in full force, and the Chinese 


and foreign officials shall do their best 
to carry out the same. 


bet sik ge Barren: Memaidee 


«Memorandum for the Secretary: 

In his Despatch No. 178 of December 23, 1905, 
Mr. Rockhill forwards a copy of the proposed rules for 
the Shanghai Mixed ert ae amended by the Superintendent 
of Southern Trade (The Viceroy of Nanking). He does not 
; express his opinion on these rules and does not state how 


) the Chinese anendments are regarded by the other membere of 


lomatic Body. In a subsequent despatch, however, 


(No, 213 of February 5, 1906) he says that a solution of the 
question of the revision of the rules bids fair to be reached 


shortly by the Diplomatic Body and the Chinese Government, and 


“that thie solution will be substantially in agreement with the 


a Cae | 


rules accepted provisionally by the Department of State 


in its telegraphic instruction of April 15, 1902. 
The history of the negotiations on this subject is 
as follows: In March, 1902, Mr. Goodnew, Consul-General at 


Shanghai 


7 


, forwarded to the Department (No. 443, March 14, 1902) 
@ draft of proposed amendments to the Mixed Court Rules as ap- 
proved by the Consular Body, and asked the Secretary to cable 
his approval to the Minister. On April 15, 1902, Mr. Hay 


cabled to Peking approving this revision. Copy of this consular 
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revision is appended to this memorandum together with a copy 
of the form as amended by the Superintendent of Southern Trade. 
A comparison of these copies will show that the latter differs 
materially from the draft which Mr. Hay approved, and when Mr, 
Rockhill says that the solution which the Diplomatic Body and 
the Chinese Government are about to reach conforms substantially 
to the form approved by the Department on April 15, 1902, it would 
seem to indicate that the Diplomatic Body had induced the Chinese 
Government to modify the rules submitted by them to conform to the 
Consular form. It appears, however, that the Diplomatic Body 
amended the Consular Body's proposed rules. The rules as thug e 
amended were forwarded to the Department by Mr. Conger (No. 177, : 
December 29, 1904), and were also approved by. Mr. Hay (Ne. 879, 
February 13, 1905). A copy of these rules is appended hereto. 
It will be seen that they more nearly correspond to the Chinese 
form, in that the foreign assessor is not allowed to sit in purely 
Chinese cases, and it is probably to these that Mr. Rockhill in- 
tended to refer. . | 

Aside from this uncertainty as to form of the solution 


which Mr. Rockhill regards as proximate, there is a further aspect 


Of the question to which I beg té call attention. In spite of 


» i 


their alleged substantial agreement with the form approved by the 
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Department in 1902, Mr... Roekhill (No. 218, page 2) thinks - 
that they “will not give satisfaction to all the foreign 
community at Shanghai, but that agitation for further 
liberties will continue." | In this matter he evidently 
sides with the Chinese authorities against the foreign 
community. He declares that the pretensions of the British 
residents seem absolutely inconsistent with treaty rights and 
obligations, and it is apparently his purpose to prepare the 
Department to take an unsympathetic view of any agitation for 
further liberties, such as he foresees, 

The question as to which way this Government's sympathy 
should lie, is, however, open for consideration. 

The animus of the controversy over the Mixed Court is 
to be found in the inevitable friction between a wealthy, pros- 
perous, semi-independent foreign community anxious to shake itself 
freé from Chinese interference, and a corrupt, incapable Govern- 
ment inspired by the success of Japan to cherish the hope (for 
which it has been given no justification) of throwing off all 


foreign jurisdiction in its territory. It is comprehensible 
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that the Shanghai council aspires towards municipal indepen- 
dence, and it is also comprehensible that the Chinese offi- 

cials covet a larger share in the control of a rich municipal- 

ity (towards the prosperity of which the authorities have con- 
tributed little) and that they should hope ultimately to eliminate 
all foreign participation in that control. 

Mr. Rockhill says that the Mixed Court question “is 
being used as an entering wedge for further demands on the part 
of the Municipal Council of Shanghai and its radical supporters," 
On the other hand it is maintained by the supporters of the 
Council that the Chinese stirred up the Mixed Court trouble 


® 


pruposely to make an opening for abridging the rights of the . 


‘ad 


Council as they at present exist. (See N. C. D. N., December 
22, 1905, page 653; December 25, 1905, page 593; January i9, 
1906, page 110 The issue between the Council and the 
Chinese authorities takes this form: Shall Shanghai maintain 


its status as a great center for foreign trade and residence 


where security of person and property are assured— which means 


nevitably that it shall be compelled more and more to assume 


t 


urisdiction over the Chinese within its limits and to. grow 
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more and more independent of Chinese interference— or shall 


¥ 


the Chinese authorities suceed in wiping out the civilizing 


and benificent works of the past seventy years and reduce a 
prosperous and well governed city to the level of Chinese 
municipal methods? In the almost inconceivable contingency 
of the foreign agitation eventuating in the establishment of 
the free city of Shanghai, no one intelligently interested in 
the position of foreigners in the East should feel obliged to 
withhold his sympathy. 


As there is, however, no occasion for the declaration 


of positive views, I recommend that the Legation at Peking be 


ms 
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instructed in effect as follows: 
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I have to acknowledge receipt of your Despatch 


, er uw 
No, 178,.of December 23, 1905, enclosing copy of « 
J t+ 33 te 
draft of Rules of the Mixed Court propoged by the 


eu A Cievety MN anlting) 
Superintendent of Southern rrade, Your? No’, 213, J 


of February 5, 1906, is also at hand, in which it is 
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stated that ‘The sOlution of the question of the 
"revision of the Rules for the government of the 
"Mixed Court,which bids fair to be reached shortly 
"by the Diplomatic Body and the Chinese Government, 


,~ and which will be substantially in agreement with ae 
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"amended Rules accepted provisionally by the Depart- 


"ment of State in its telegraphic instruction to this 
"Legation on April 15, 1902, will not give satisfaction 
"to all the foreign communi ty of Shanghai and the agita- 
tion for further liberties will continue. 
It is to be no ted that the approval of the De- 


¢ 


is 
partment of April, 1902, was of the draft proposed — by 
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the Consular Body which differs very materially from 
the amended form proposed by the Superintendent of = 


yg” 9 aienialal offend. ae ~ en ie tak fh ten fo Lea. 


Southern Trade. I4-+s-to-be-assumed,—therefore, that 
the Diplomatic Body have induced the Chinese Government 
to modify their amendments so as to be in substantial 
agreement as you state, with the form approved by the 
Department on that date. ‘The epartment requests to 
be informed why rules insubstantial agreement with 
those approved b F eiestas Body in 1902 should 

not give sat sfaction to the foreign community of 
Shanghai in 1906. It is possible, however, that you 
refer to the rules as amended by the Diplomatic Body 
(Mr. Conger to the Department; No. 177, December 29 


1904), which were also approved by the Secretary of 
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State, (No. 879, February 13, 1905), in which case 
& 

the, dissatisfaction of the foreign community might 

arise from the prohibition to the sitting of a 


foreign assessor in purely Chinese cases. (Par. 


4-a) 
This Department concurs in your view that this 


subject “will develop into a far reaching one affect- 
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"ing the whole status of the Shanghai International 
"Settlement in its relation with the Chinese Govern- 
"ment," and while the Department is not disposed to 


pre tensions such as you state are advanced in 


the local British press, it cannot sympathize with 
a 1 Baal whe. Cer wtae- crrvetheornlers 
the aggressive tendencies ,Which seem-—-to. inspire—-a «cv 
PES | the letet, Lo tretesfreres we ae edfla. lo a Pehew fol 
iarge section of the awekening Ching, to deprive 


foreigners of all advantages which they have 
lecitimately acquired in the past relations of 


foreign nations with that Empire. 
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December 29, 1904. 


Chinese Government willing to conclude an 
: Arbitration Treaty with United States Gov't. 
Compliance with Circular Instruction of 


. 


October 20, 1904. 
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—ED STATES OF AMERICA, 


cember 29, 1904, 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 


Complying with Department's Circular Instructions 


of October 20th by a note sent to Prince Ch'ing on the 


20th instant, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, I now 
ve the honor to report the willingness of the Chinese 
vernment to conclude with the Government of the United 
States an Arbitration Treaty; and the necessary instruc- 
tions have been sent to the Chinese Minister at Washing- 
ton, as will be seen by the translation of Prince Ching's 
reply herewith enclosed. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


: 


“of Mr. Conger's ‘letter of Dec.20 to Prince Ching ; 
of Prince Ching's reply thereto, Dec.28. 


: ne stat ctetatala hs toe cara in = 3 ; . Btn 4 , PO ES Ri A nm PS re TEMA 
=r sen aaheabepieat Heit totes 5 Ne ae Fa os aay cape RY he ND =) SRI °- Pere, = 7 : es. EN SS EM PRO R 


emndinats-= Pa ah dines aarti eaters ieieannneaeianteinnd ' “ - ae 6 eer: rs ae a g . . De cae 
ve . “4 See > ~ - ~ s . , a - Se magne: aaa reap eo ~ “ —— + 


oes 


Enclosure No. /, In Despatch No./)/¥f. 


Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing. 
(F.0,No.746, ) 


AMFRICAN LEGATION, Peking, December 20, 1904. 


Your Imperial Highness: - 


' JT have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness 4 ] 


that I am just in receipt of instructions from the Secre~ 


tary of State at Washington, saying:< 


"By Article XIX of the Convention for the Pacific 
Settlement of International Disputes, concluded at The 
Hague on July 29, 1899, the signatory Governments re-~ 
served to themselves the right of concluding agreements, . 
with a view to referring to arbitration all questions | 4 
which they shall consider possible to submit to such | = 
treatment, 

Under this provision certain agreements have already 
been concluded, notably that between France and Great 
Britain, , 

The long-standing views of the United States con= 
cerning the settlement of international disputes by arbi- 
tration, to which it has given practical effect in numer~- 
ous instances, are too well known to need re-statement. 
Repeated expressions to them have been given both by the 
Executive and the Legislative branches of the Government. 

As long ago as June 17, 1874, the House of Repre~ 
sentatives by a unanimous vote, gave expression to it 
opinion that “differences between nations should, in the 
interest of humanity and fraternity be adjusted if possi-~- 
ble by international arbitration," It was, therefore, 
"Resolved, that the people of the United States, being 
devoted to the policy of peace with all manking, enjoying : 
its blessings and hoping for its permanence and its uni- & 
versal adoption, hereby through their Representatives in ne 
Congress recommend such arbitration as a rational substi- ie 

The President, in his last message to the Congress 
of the United States, on December 7, 1903, stated: 
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'There seems good ground for the belief that there 
has been a real growth among the civilized nations of a 
sentiment which will permit a gradual substitution of oth- 
er methods than the method of war in the settlement of 
disputes. It is not pretended that as yet we are near a 
position in which it will be possible to prevent War, or 
that a just regard for national interest and honor will 
in all cases permit of the settlement of international 
disputes by arbitration; but By a mixture of prudence and 
firmness with wisdom we think it is possible to do away 
| pe much of the provocation and excuse for war, and at 
east in me th Cases to substitute some other and more 
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the Airec}son of such settlement that it should be en~ 
couraged in every way’ : 


Moved by these views the President has charged me to 
dnstruct you to ascertain whether the Government to which 
you are accredited, which he has reason to believe is 
equally desirous of advancing the principle of internation- 
al arbitration, is willing to conclude with the Government | 
of the United States an arbitration of like tenor to the | 
arrangement concluded between France and Great Britain, on 
October 14, 1903. ; 


I enclose herewith a copy of both the English and 
French texts of that arrangement. Should the response to 
your inquiry be favorable, you will request the Government 
to authorize its Minister at Washington to sign”the treaty 
with such plenipotentiary on the part of the United States 


as the President may be pleased to empower for the pur~ 
pose," 


In compliance with these instructions, I have the 


honor to ask Your Imperial Highness whether or not the Gov- 


ernment of China is disposed to enter into such a treaty. 


I have the honor to forward inclosed a copy of the 
English and French texts of the treaty between France 
and Great Britain to which His Excellency the Secretary 
of State refers, that Your Highness may the better under= 
Stand the character of the convention into which Your 


Highness's Government is asked to enter with the United 


States, 


Hoping to receive an early and a favorable repponse 
to this invitation, I avail myself of the opportunity to 


renew to Your Imperial Highness the assurance of my high- 


est consideration. 


E,. H. Conger, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 


Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States, 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 


President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure No, 2 In Despatch No, 1228. 
(F.0,No.777,) 


Despatch from H.I.H.Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Af~- a 
fairs, to Hon, E. H, Conger, American | 4 
Minister, Accepting Invitation of Ameri- | 
can Government to Negotiate Arbitration 
Treaty. 
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I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 15th 
day of the Eleventh Moon, XXX Year of Kuanghsu (Dec,21,1904) 


of Your Excellency's despatch, saying that according to 


Article XIX of the Hague Convention, the Powers signatory 


thereto had each reserved the right to negotiate arbitra- | 
tion treaties, and that several Governments had already 
entered into such treaties, most important of which was 
that between Great Britain and France, that the American 
Congress had unanimously passed a resolution approving 
arbitration as a substitute for war, and had expressed 
the hope that all nations might enjoy the blessings of 
peace; that it was earnestly believed that in this matter 


China was of one mind with the United States; and that, 
if our Government would consent, you requested that orders 


be given to the Chinese Minister to Washington to negoti~« 


ate, with such Plenipotentiary as the President might be nr 
pleased as appoint, an Arbitration Treaty and to sign the : | 
same. 

With regard to this matter, the relations between 
China and the United States have always been cordial, and 
such a treaty with the purpose of securing peace by arbi- 


tration manifests very clearly the amicable disposition 3 / q 
of your honorable country. My Board, on the 2lst of the , : 
present Moon (Dec.27th), prepared and submitted a memori-~- | 7 
al to the Throne, and has received His Imperial Majesty's | 
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Edict authorizing the appointm ang Ch'eng, 


- e 


the Chinese Minister at Washington, as a Plenipotentiary 


to negotiate such a treaty. My Board has already tele~ 
aphed Sir Liang Ch'eng directing him to deal with the 

- Matter according to the Edict, and I now, as in duty 
bound, send this reply for Your Excellency's considera~ 


tion, and that you may transmit it to the State Department 


of your honorable country, 


A Necessary De 


Kuanghst XXX Year, Eleventh Moon, 22nd day. 


ta] 


(Dec, 28, 1904.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


[> 
: ao bila at 
5 1305 


} Got dy , 1904. 


. Conger to the 


. : i. 
: 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Transmitting under separate cover Customs 
: Gazette CXLIII, July-September 1904. Referring 
to No. 1655 of June 15 last. 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


cember 50, 1904, 


The Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring to No. 1655 of June 135th last, I have the 
honor to transmit under separate cover duplicate copies 
of the Customs Gazette No. CXLIII, July-September, 1904, 
published by order of the Inspector General of Customs. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure under separate cover. 


ASSISTANT SEC 
S34 


THE UNITED STATES OF AM 
PEKIN, CH 


December 31, 1904, 


y of Sta 


=. New Legation Buildings. Sale of draft for $1,000. : 
Increasingly high rate of exchange. One reason a 
why cost of buildings is exceeding estimates. : 
| Confirming telegram sent yesterday. 
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December 31, 1904. 


The Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


ir: 


I have the honor to confirm my cipher telegram of 


yesterday, as follows: 


Peking, December 50, 1904. 


Secstate, 
Washington, 
SOth. Referring to my Despatch 
1754, November 29, one gold dollar today 
buys only one ninety silver instead of two 
forty when work began. 
(Signed) CONGER. 


On yesterday I sold a draft drawn on the Secretary 
of State, on account of the new Legation buildings, for 
$1,000.00, and received therefor only $1,896.10 Mexican; 
whereas, a year and a half ago I would have received 
therefor $2, 450.00 Mexican. 

In this you will find one reason why the cost of the 


work “on the new buildings here is so largely exceeding 


Mr. Nealy's original estimates. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Subj ect: 
Confirming telegram received yesterday cone 
cerning personal effects of Russell Colegrove, 


deceased; compliance. i 
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December 31, 1904. 


The Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


| I have the honor to confirm your telegram received 


this morning, as follows: 


Washington, December S50, 1904, 
Conger, 
Minister, 
Peking. 
James B. Colegrove, 225 New Jer- 
sey Avenue, North East, this city, father 
of Russell Colegrove, requests that you 
forward to him his son's personal effects. 
(Signed) HAY. i 


p I have forwarded the same to Consul General Ragsdale, 


_ . Who has charge of the effects, instructing him to comply 
with the request in the telegran. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Compliance with Instruction No. 847 of 
October 21, 1904. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 2d. 1965. 


meta adap: SES Oe 


To the Honorable 


Secretary of State 


Washington, D. C. 


| : Sir:- I have the honor to report that in eompliance with | 


No.847, 
your instruetions, dated Getober 21, 1904, I have eommunica- 


ted to the Chinese Government the Resolution of the Inter- 


vine 


4 
2 
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earliamentary Union, requesting the President to invite all 


the nations to send representatives to a Second Peace Con- : 
: ference, and the announcement of the President that he 

would at an early day invite the other nations, parties to 

the Hague Conventions to reassemble with a view to pushing 

forward toward eompletion the work already begun at the | 


Hague, and have inquired of Prince Ch'ing to what extent 


his Government is disposed to act in the matter. : 


IT have the honor to report further that I am just in 
receipt of a reply from His Imperial Highness, expressing 


: a | | hearty 


ape 
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hearty appreciation by his Government of the efforts of the 


cor np ad meng tie et 


President tc secure universal peace as conducive to the 


ee 


eneral welfare, and declaring the earnest desire of China 
that such a conference may be held, as well as prornising 
to appoint representatives to the Conference at the proper 


time. 


I imelose copies of the correspondence with His Imper- 


jal Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, touching this matter. 
ave the honor to be, 
Sir, : 


Your obedient servant, 
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No, @/ Im Despatch No. /732%, 
ef (¥.0,No.749, ) : 
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Second 


eace Conference, | 


AMERICAN LEGATION, Peking, December 24, 1904. 
Your Imperial Highness: 
I have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness 


that I am instructed by the Secretary of State to acquaint 
Your Highness with the fact that at the last conference 


of the Interparliamentary Union, held this year at St. 
Louis, U. S&S. A., @ resolution was adopted, requesting the | 


President of the United States to invite all the nations ed 


to send representatives to a Second Peace Conference to 


hl Agatha ow. (ae 


be held, at such time and place as might hereafter be | 


agreed upon, to consider:- 


Ne ep AA at pentrnghs or e N 


*i, The questions for the consideration of which 
the Conference at the Hague expressed a wish that a future | 


PRR RIAA tee i 


conference be called. 
"2, The negotiation of arbitration treaties between 
the nations represented at the conference to be Convenes 
"S. The advisability of establishing an inter 
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ngress to convene periodically for the dis- 
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cussion of international questions." 
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‘This resolution was presented to the President on : 
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the 24th of September last. The President accepted the 
charge offered to him and announced that he would at an | 
early day invite the other nations, parties to the Hague 


Conventions, to reassemble with a view to pushing forward | 


‘ ‘ 


«& 


toward completion the work already begun at the Hague. 
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I am instructed to ascertain from Your Imperial 
Highness to what extent your Government may be disposed 
to act in this matter. 

The President does not couple with this tentative 
invitation any programme of subjects for discussion at the 
proposed Conference. Such action at this time he thinks 
would be premature, as it is only by comparison of views 
that a general accord can be reached as to the matters to 
be considered. 

I have the honor to inclose copies in English and 
French of the complete text of the instructions which I 
have received from the Secretary of State, that Your Im- 
perial Highness by perusal thereof may have a more thor~- 
ough understanding of the Hees of the President touching 
this important matter. 


I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 
‘hcHighness the assurance of my highest considera- 


E. H. Conger, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States, 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs, 
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) : Despatch from Prince of Ch'ing, Presi-~ 
| dent of the Board of Foreign Affairs, to 
Hon. EB. H, Conger, American Minister, ex~ 
pressing willingness of Chinese Government 
to take part in a Second Peace Conference. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 18h 
of the Eleventh Moon, XXX Year of Kuanghst (Dec .24,1904), 
of Your Excellency's despatch, stating that at the meeting 
of the Interparliamentary Union at St. Louis during the 
present year, a resolution was passed requesting the Presi- 
dent of the United States to invite all the nations to send 


representatives to a Second Peace Congress; that the Presi-~ 


dent had agreed to the request, promising at an early date 
to invite all the governments, signatories of the Hague 
Conventions, to once more appoint and send representatives 


to meet in conference and carry still further toward com- 


pletion the work begun but left unfinished by the Peace 
Conference; that you had been instructed by the State De~ 
partment to inquire of myself whether or not my Govern- 
ment were disposed to. take part in such a conference, and 
that you were sending me inclosed in your despatch a copy 
of the complete text of your instructions, both in English 
and in French, so that by perusal of the same I might 
still more clearly understand the views of the President 


i regarding the matter. 

My Board is of opinion that as to the suggestion of 
the Interparliamentary Union that a Second Peace Confer- 
ence should be held, the careful perusal of Your Excel- 
iency's despatch, and the instructions sent by the Secre- 
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prove the strong desire of the 


{ 
: 
y 


ysident of your honorable country to secure peace to 


. 


general welfare. 


ae 3 We, rince and Ministers, most deeply appreciate this. 
‘fhe Chinese Government at present is very desirous that 
such a conference should be held, and when the time for 


. 


holding the Conference shall be fixed, and the programme 
of matters to be discussed determined, my Government will 
appoint representatives to take part in Conference. 
As in duty bound, I send this reply to Your Excellen- 


cy, that you may transmit it to the State Department of 


Your Honorable Country. 
A Necessary Despatch, 


Kuanghsfi XXX Year, Eleventh Moon, 25th Day. 
(Dec. 31, 1904.) 
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*. Conger to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 
Transmitting Account for New Legation Buildings. 


Referring to No's 1725 of Oct. 15, 1754 of 
Nov. 29th and 1780 of December 3lst. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


The Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

Referring to my No. 1725 of October 15th last, I 
have the honor to transmit herewith the regular quarterly 
account for the New Legation Buildings, together with the 
customary letter of explanation from Mr. Nealy, the Archi- 
tect. 

No new contracts have been entered into during this 
period; and the rather serious position in which we are 
now placed as a result of the great increase in the price 


of all materials ordered in the United States, coupled 


with the recent remarkable rise in the value of silver, 
has already been set forth in my despatches No. 1754 of 
November 29th and No. 1780 of December 3lst. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


c Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 7 ee J 
Quarterly Account for the New Legation Buildings. 
Letter from Mr. Nealy, the Architect. | eos 
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FEB 16 1905 
RUREAW, 


January 5, 


to the Secretary of State. 


nemitting resignation as Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America to China. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 5, 1905. 
The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
| Sir: 


I have the honor to transmit herewith my resignation 


: as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 


»” % : 


United States of America. In doing so, I take this occa- 
sion, dear Mr. Secretary, to offer you my sincere grati- 
tude for the patience and consideration you have always 
shown me, and for the constant courtesy and kindness I 
have received at: your hands during all the years of our 
official association. 7 : 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


‘Enclosure as stated. 


PEKIN, CHINA. 


: | Pree | a 
~ No. /7 34. FEB 16 1909 | sanuary 6, 1905. 
: RIPREAM. ‘ 


_ Subject: 


E Confirming telegram announcing Mr. Conger's 
departure on leave. 
af CHIEF CLES, 


: scone : FEB 16 1905 


Department of. State. 


N OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. ; 


January 6, 1905. 


| | The Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. €. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to confirm Mr. Conger's telegram 


: of this date announcing his departure on leave, as fol- 


lows: 


Secstate, | ? 
Washington. 


Sixth. Leaving for Philippines 
Coolidge Chargé d'Affaires. 


(Signed) Conger. 
The Foreign Office has been informed, and the cus- 
tomary notes have been sent to the other Legations. 
: I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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“PEKIN, CHINA. 


Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


| Subj ect: 
Investigatimand report upon alleged effort 
of the French to obtain control of a national 
bank in China, in compliance with Instruction 
No. 857 of Nov. 19, 1904. Enclosing copies 
: of correspondence with the foreign office . 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 6, 1905. 


The Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department Instruction No. 857 of November 19th enclosing 
a copy of a letter from Professor Jenks with regard to an 
alleged effort of the French to obtain control of a na- 
tional bank in China, the success of which would probably 
prove extremely prejudicial to the prospects of mone- 
tary reform along the line laid down by him with so much 
energy and ability. 

In conformity with the instructions contained Mr. 
Conger immediately wrote to the Foreign Office and their 
reply embodying his note is enclosed herewith, 

I have further ascertained from the Chinese author-. 
ities that the Mr. Chazalon whose name appears has enter- 
ed into a contract with Chinese to establish a bank in . 
Tientsin, and if successful to open branches in other 
places; but this bank has no official character. The 
contract was translated by the Chinese Secretary of the 
French Legation, and the translation certified to before 
the French Minister, which probably is partly accountable 
for the Shanghai story. The capital was to be four 


million taels not ten millions as stated, and in the contr- 


act, which was drawn up in July, it was stipulated that 


the bank was to be open for business on the first of Nov-~ 
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Your obedient servant, 
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Enclosure: | | 
From Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger. January 5, 1905. | 
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Enclosure No.“ In Despateh No. /7§6 
(¥F,0,No.784,) 


Red Note from Prince Ch! ing to Hon, &, H. 
Conger, American Minister, replying to his 
note of Dec. 31, in re establishment of a 


national bank under French control. 
SSS T SSS STS SVS CTS SSS TTT TCLS SSSSSsSST CST STS SSS 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your | 
Excellency's note of Dec. 31st, 1904, as follows:- | 


"T am instructed by my Government to call 
the attention of Your Imperial Highness to re- 
ports received from Shanghai and based upon 
what appears to be good authority to the effect 
that the Chinese Government is negotiating with 
French officials with a view to securing a loan 
from French merchants with which to establish a 
Chinese Imperial Bank, to be placed under French 
management, JI am instructed to say to Your Im- 
perial Highness that while Hon. J. W. Jenks was 
in China he received assurances from the Chi- 
nese bankers and merchants that they would 
readily furnish all the capital needed for such 
a bank * * *, My Government believes that for- 

‘eign control of such a bank is unnecessary; it is 
confident that the money can be raised from Chi- 
nese sources by a proper plan. 

Hoping for an early reply, etc., etc." 


I have the honor to state in reply that my Board has 
investigated the matter and finds that a Naticnal Bank is 
now being established by China, but that no loan from 
French merchants is contemplated, nor will the bank he 
under the management of the French. ihe reports that 
have come to you from Shanghai are all false rumors. 

I saize the opportunity to wish Your Excellency 
the compliments of the season, 


Cards enclosed. 


Rleventh Moon, 30th Day. (January 5, 1905.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


Subj ect: 
Receipt of Instruction No. of Nov. 26, 
re designation of Lieut. Irvin V. Gillis, U.S.N. 
to be Naval Attaché at this Legation. . 
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E UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHI 


January 6, 1905. 
The Honora 
7 John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
. have the honor to acknowledge Department Instruc- . 
) tion No, D of November 26th, informing me that Lieuten- 
ant Irvin V. Gillis, U. 5. N., has been designated to be 
Naval Attaché at this Legation, relieving Lieutenant Com- 
mander Charles C, Marsh. 
I have notified the Chinese Foreign Office as direct- 


-  .@@, and have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Trade Mark Regulations. Indefinite p 
ponement of as a result of protests of 
eign ministers. 


Referring to Instruction No. 855 of Nov. 12, 
and Despatch No. 1762 of December 8, 1904. 
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PEKIN 


January 7, 1905. 


The Honorab le. 


. cs, ® 
; 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C, 

Sir: 

Acknowledging the receipt of Department Instruction 
No, 855 of November 18th, and continuing Mr. Conger's 
Despatch No. 1762 of December 8th, with regard to Trade 
Mark Regulations, I have the honor to transmit a state- 
ment by Mr. Williams, the Chinese Secretary of this Lega- 
tion, giving an exact account of the subsequent develop- 
ment of the situation, from which it will be seen that 
the protesting Ministers have succeeded in their effort. 
to secure the postponement of registration for, I fear, an 
indefinite period. This postponement probably also in- 
volves the abandonment, for the present, of any attempt 
at framing Patent or Copyright regulations, as provided » 
by recent treaties. This result will be received with. 
Satisfaction by the foreign commercial communities in 
_ the Treaty Ports, with the exception of the Japanese. 

~ fhe question of the registration of the trade marks 
already filed, in accordance with the regulations as origi- 

nally issued, will come up for settlement when the legal 
: : time for registration arrives. 


| | I have the honor to be, Sir, 
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Your obedient servant, 
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Present Situation | as to Trade Mark 
Regulations, 


Mr, Conger, learning that some agreement was about 


to be arrived at between the Wai Wu Pu and the representa~ 


tives of Germany, France, Austria, Italy and Great Britain, 


for the postponement of the registration of trade-marks 
and the amendment of Trade Mark Regulations, directed me 
to go to the Wai Wu Pu to say that the United States had 


asked for the adoption of Trade Mark Regulations, and that 
upon their issue had accepted them in good faith; that the 


United States Government had taken no part in the effort 


to have their operation postponed; and that it was but due 


to the United States that it should be promptly informed 
if any suspension were contemplated, 


At the yamen of the Wai Wu Pu I saw His Excellency 


Lien-fang, who could give very little information; but two 


or three days later he and His Excellency Na-tung called 
at the Legation and handed to Mr. Comme a copy of the 

correspondence between the Wai Wu Pu and the five Minis-~- 
ters just mentioned (Enclosure No. 1). At the same time 


they said that it was proposed to postpone the date at 


which registration would begin, but that no notice to 
that effect had as yet been issued; _ that none would be 
issued unt i heplics should be received from the five 
protesting Ministers; that so soon as agreement should be 
reached as to the course to be taken, a despatch would be 


sent to inform the U, 5. Minister. 


of the correspondence, however, showed 


that a practical agreement had already been reached; and a 


day or two later a notice appeared in a Tientsin paper 
: embodying 
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embodying a letter from H. B. M's Consul General to the 
Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, announcing the post- 
ponement of registration ou Ge authority of the British 
Minister, 

Immediately upon its receipt (December 29th), Mr. 
Conger wrote to the Wai Wu Pu calling attention to it and 
to the promise of the Wai Wu Pu, that he would be promptly 
informed if registration should be postponed (Enclosure 
No, 2). No answer having been received, on January 
4th, at Mr. Conger's direction, I went again to the Wai 
Wu Pu to inquire, and was told that the reply was drafted 
and would be sent that day. It came as promised (Enclo- 
sure No, 3). While there, I was told that no replies 
had come from the five Ministers, who had referred the 
matter to the&® Governments, but that the arrangement was 
practically agreed to that no registration would be begun 
until the regulations were amended to the satisfaction of 
the Ministers named, I was also told that it was under- 
stood that the postponement would be not more than six 
months; but this appears to be understood by the Chinese 
Government only. I pointed out that no such limitation 
Was mentioned in the correspondence. His Excellency 
Na-tung replied that it was implied in’ the terms of the 
correapondence, requiring that the matter be treated 
promptly, but that the words "six months" had not been 
used lest the revision should not be fully completed in 
that time. 

In the first conversation which I had with His Excel~ 
lency Lien-fang, he also said the postponement would be 
for six months, 

His Excellency Na-tung said, further, that no notice 
of postponement had been issued , and that none would be 


issued 
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issued until replies were received from the five Ministers, 


and that the Wai Wu Pu was not responsible for the notice 


in the Tientsin paper. 


Asked as to the registration of Trade Marks already 


filed, he said none would be registered until an agree- 
ment should be reached, I pointed out that this would 
violate rights acquired under existing regulations to have 
registration in six months from date of application. He 
denied any violation of rights, yet insisted that no 
registration would be made until agreement should be 
reached, He said that immediately upon the receipt of 
replies from the five governments mentioned, agreeing to 


the arrangement set forth in the correspondence, the 


Wai Wu Pu would inform the Board of Commerce, which Board 


would issue a general notification postponing the date on 
which registration would begin, but that applications for 
registration would still be received, I was told | 
that some 800 Japanese trade-marks had already been filed i 
and not a few belonging to merchants of other nationalities, i 

I have the honor to be, Sir, i 


Your obedient servant, 
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Chinese Secretary. 
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Charge d'Affaires, | . 
American Legation, 
Peking, China. 
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SusA-Enclosure No. / In Despatch No. // ¥ y. 


Copy of Correspondence in re Trade Mark Regulations. 
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1, Reply of Wai Wu Pu to Austrian, British, French, 
Italian, and German Ministers, dated 
Dec, 12, 1904, 


* . * 

"In the matter of the postponing the operation of the 
Trade Mark Regulations, I have the honor to state that my 
Board upon the lst and 2nd of December receiveddespatches 
from Your Excellencies, and these despatches were at once 
copied and sent to the Board of Commerce for their motifi-~- 
cation. A reply was subsequently received from the Board 
of Commerce as follows:-~ 

'The Trade Mark Regulations which China has drawn up 
were always intended for the protection of Chinese and 
foreign Trade Marks, so we will not be averse to reconsid~ | 
ering them time and again in order that they may be en- 
tirely satisfactory. Now, since various foreign Govern~ 
ments consider that the Regulations are not thoroughly 
satisfactory, China, sincere in the interests of her 
mational relations, must gladly make the necessary changes 
and corrections, Where the language is conflicting, or 
there are things left out in the clauses, there is no ob- | P 
jection to sending different explanations, or to making 
detailed additions or amendments in order that the Regula- 
tions may give the greatest possible benefit, and not re- 


quire entire revision. As to the several corrections 4 


which the various Governments propose, the instructions 
relating thereto will arrive in Peking before long s0 we 
must ask that you communicate with the Ministers of the 


var ious 
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various countries, and request them to let you know just 
as soon as these instructions arrive, and then we can con~- 
sult together at an early date and decide the matter, that 
the merchants of the varbus countries may register their 
Trade Marks according to Regulation, and that Chinese and 


Foreign commerce may receive the greatest benefit. It 
becomes our duty then, to ask that you send despatches to 
the various Ministers to that effect,' 


Having received the above communication from the 
Board of Commerce, it becomes the duty of my Board to send 
this despatch to Your Excellencies for your information. 

A reply is requested. 


A necessary despatch," 


* . * 


Copy of a despatch from H, E. Baron Czikann, | 
Austrian Minister, to the Wai Wu Pu, i 
dated December 20th, 1904. i 


In regard to the Trade Mark Regulations, I had occa- 


sion to communicate with Your Imperial Highmess on the 
second of this month, and in reply I had a despatch dated | 
the 12th of December in which you said that since the wari- -— : 


ous foreign Governments consider that the regulations are | 
not yet thoroughly satisfactory, China, sincere in the 
interests of her national relations, must gladly make the i 
necessary changes and corrections; where the language is 
conflicting, or there are things left out in the clauses, 
there is - objection to sending different explanations, 

or to making detailed additions or amendments, etc., etc., 
would 
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would the Ministers of the various Powers therefore in~- 
form you (as goon as their instructions arrive) so that 
both parties can consult biuntien at. an early date and 
decide upon the matter, that the merchants of the various 
countries may register their trade marks according to 
Regulation, etc., etc, 

Upon reading this comminication I knew that the 
Chinese Government intended to be just in the matter, 
and were willing to make the necessary corrections in the 
Regulations, according to the wish of my Government, . 
put there is still another matter to which I must 
especially call Your Imperial Highness’ attention, At 


the request of my Government I sent a despatch to Your Im~- 


perial Highness on the second of this month in which I 
asked that the operation of these Regulations be post- 


poned until the parties could get together and, after har~ 


monious consideration, give their consent to some plan, 
after which the Regulations should be put into operation, 
To this request there was no definite consent given in 
your despatch, and it becomes my duty to write and ask 
Your Imperial Highness whether or not the operation of 
these Regulations will be temporarily postponed until the 
necessary corrections are made by mutual consent of both 
parties, - as was requested in my previous despatch. I 
must inform my Government of the matter, for, if definite 
assurance on this point cannot be given, my Government 
cannot be assured that Trade Marks will bring sufficient 


protection to her commercial citizens, 


A necessary despatch. 


*  & * 
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Copy of a despatch ince H. B, Sir Benest Satow, 
British Minister, to the Wai Wu Pu, 
: dated December 20, 1904. 


This despatch is identical with the above, as are 
also three despatches from the French, German and Italian 


Ministers respectively. 


* # * 


Copy of a despatch from the Wai Wu Pu to the 
British, German, French, Austrian, 
and Italian Ministers, 
dated Dec.22, 1904. 
My Board has the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
on Dec. 20th, of a despatch from Your Excellency in re~ 
gard to the Trade Mark Regulations, in which Your Excel- 
lency Says that you know from our despatch of Dec. 12 
that the Chinese Government intends to be just in the 
matter, but there is one thing to which you must call 
special attention, viz: - that in your despateh of 
December 2nd you asked, at the request of your Government, 
that the operation of these Regulations be postponed until 


the parties can get together and, after harmonicus con» 


sideration, give their consent to some plan of operation, 


Your E kcellency stated that there was no definite consent 
given ) this request, and it therefore became your duty 
to write and ask whether or not you could report to your 
Government that the Regulations would not go into opera~ 
tion until the necessary alterations are made and both 
‘parties consider and decide upon the matter again. 

I have the honor to state that my Board has consid~ 
ered the matter and finds as follows:~ Our despatch of 
Dec. 12 says that since the various foreign Governments 
consider that the Regulations as drawn up by China ge not 


~eseier 
* ABO" 


icp Yat SOAS 98 


wore secret +t2: io 
BT pW beW ext 09, 
= 'poer’ OS *f 


, ‘ 2 “— Bie. 3 7 : ry! x, ¥ ste em 5 os eats ~ P. Eee of ey F yy, Rs 
, P . ys ee ee a F x , , <3 4 Ey kar or ty A ¥ We foe oa 
ae ee : ’ 23 ove 4 ia ke ee SP ae ie & % ban 9 % & Ss eK Poy . eae 


ets as ,svode eit dAtiw Bs be Th: ope et , fos, 


we Be c ax 


teifiesIl bag fe0ris ov Moreh m if, most Mere segeee. *8, 


’ - ; Nad ‘ ' peat R j Roe? ak od ae 2 oe | 


Ney 22 08 


* is Sala 


aot BtoB. 


Seas > y a a 
ae D> ie Ree | As, 


et aaa ee SN + 4 i ee ; ” “ks 
"i * t oh a eas nig ‘a Nea 
¢ ; oy hes coe i eA i, Seep uy & yp | 46 


5 up Pi ote 
i ’ De ~ ogy 5g - £1 ry 
: 7 7 é re ia a ee ei 
4 ¢ > ; ‘gr a oo iy 4 - % eo} ae Tem ‘ a ee ah 


eit 63) st OW TRW BH) hotT’ Hteqeeb a to vod" °* 
MatisavA ,foteve .xemrep ,fettive nw 
avotelniW nasties baa 8888s 

»S00L ,SS.00 betsb. 


ra ba “<8 Badd 
meh § ; i 4 
“e yy i ; 4 

5 5. : t > ie V3 F Q - 8 tw 

: \ + ” ‘ pf $ —- * . ¥iy i yy + » a , ‘< a a te * Ps, ¥ 
S 

bs ite ¥ 

% 7 St 
$/ Y & P Se 
i m = 


diteost eAd subel Weis of” 4dh0H' okt aart Bisot 


; 


~ot ni YorolfSox® hoY “mort Xoyaqeeb 2° to” .AvOS 558d no 


Leox®t “bok dotdw ot ano0tsBiIegen Trew ober? ont oF” bis: 
SI .o8@ To doteyesb tho mort wone oy SERS avea Vote I 
eft Rites od of abastat $rdontev6s* obentny sae” Fads 


{iso taum woy Sotnhw 63 ‘gnint én5 et steht sua 63 tam 


*%, 
; 


to°ddtiqeeb ioy nt sand - thtv Vnoktnetts' tsideqa 


4. PPS 
pent Hae lili ck Mee heal 
1 9dms oe 


tremrmrevoD wWoY to seeupet sat te ,bstas voy bh 


? 
2, 
= 


[itns herogsboq Sd endt¥elirgeh” basis to not sarsgo™ ‘ett tact 


te 


evotmbmiaN tetts *Bas™ ehteno i ‘yeu tao” est Flag eAd 


Be FS, 


C5 


ia 


= 


smoitatsdo”’ to naeig*emoe oF" ‘$rdanb “tens” ef:9 Sanne 


tasanoo et itfteb on abw eteff Fahd pesese 


yiub th6y saobe? CHERANIG"h RIN EAN ia ares 


2. ae bet bos ge Ps Se eae er, ee fr ik ee 
toy OF Ftoqet bivos Hoy ton “to itetfenw das bia estiw oF 


oe 
xd 


~-atsdo SFhF ox ton Bidow and tealonem Saf Fant ‘So amr1evob 
‘dtod Bab sBam ets andtfetes ie ‘ytbeaboen 8: de s nots 


7 he A ‘ee E 2: mm 
. s ee NR Sate iy ali” es ilggin at 
f eS Fes ie 4 ee eS aS ee 


nodu @biseb bas “tebtanos 


See 


é 
a 


a a 


gvor A 
bete 


VULSS 
8 


+ am 


o dotaqeeb tvO ~+:awollot as abs it 


atnemnrisvodD agtetot evotisy edt eonte taf? ayse SI .oed 


* 


‘ 


ton ewe ariaD yd qu owetb ae anoitalugel edt stadt asblenoo 


“ 


e 


icting, or there are things left out in the clauses, 


re is no objection to sending different explarstions, 
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or to making detailed additions of amendments, ete., etc. 


3. , n 


aring this statement with the request of Your Excel-~ 


--lency, that the operation of the Regulations be postponed, 
we find that it amounts to the same thing, 50 applications 
for registration made before a mutual consideration has 
been held and decision reached, will not be registered, 

Such being the findings of my Board, it becomes my 
duty to send this despatch to Your Excellency for your in- 


format ion. . 


A necessary despatch. 
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. In Despatch Wo. /763 
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ger to Prince Ch'ing. 


_ AMIBRICAN LEGATION, Peking, December 29, 1904. 


Your Imperial Highness: 

I have the honor to call the attention of Your Im- 
perial Highness to the fact that an English newspaper of 
Tientsin yesterday published an official notification 
given by the British Consul at Tientsin to the Chairman 


; of the Tientsin Chamber of Commerce, saying:~ 2 
| "I have been directed by H. M's Minister to inform you 


"that in consequence of representations made by the . 


"Ministers of Germany, Austria-Hungary, France, Great 


"Britain, and Italy, the Chinese Government have under- 


"taken to discuss the amendments to the Trade Mark 
"Regulations which may be proposed by the Powers, and 
"not to proceed to the registration of any trade marks 
"until a complete agreement has been arrived at with 


"the Powers in regard to the provisions of the Trade 


honor to remind Your Imperial Highness that the 


rerm t of the United States is deeply interested in 
“the matter of these Trade Mark Regulations, and that no 


formal notification has been received at this Legation of 


tention to postpone thus indefinitely the registra- 
tion of trade marks, for the registration of which applica- 
tion has alr been made. 


A few days ago Their Excellencies, Na-t'ung and Lien- 
ed at this Legation and left with me a copy of 
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the correspondence between Your Sisnsese Board and the 

| five Ministers above mentioned with regard to this matter 
| of suspending the registration of Trade Marks, I note 

a that in the last despatch from Your Highness to the five 
: : Ministers Your Highness says:-~- 

"In my despatch of Dec, 12, the statement that since 


| ue "the various foreign Governments do not consider the 


"Regulations drawn up by China to be entirely satis~ 
"factory, China, having a shcere desire to preserve 
"cordial relations with the Powers, will be glad to 


“make any necessary changes and corrections to re-~ 


i "move the ambiguity, supply omissions, etc., prac~ 
"tically agrees with the request «of Your Excellenc ies 
"that the enforcement of the Regulations be postponed, 
"and therefore no trade marks for whose registration 
"application is made, shall be registered before a 
"consultation shall have been held and a mutual 
“agreement reached." 
This statement practically agrees with the published noti- 
fication of the British Consul at Tientsin, yet I was as~ 
sured by Their Excellencies, Na-t'ung, and Lien-fang, 
that no official notification would be given until a reply 
aoe to Your | ighne note should be received from the five 
_—- sters with whom the correspondence had been held, and 
that I would receive an official despatch informing me of 
te any decision to Suspend the operation of the Trade Mark 


Regulations just as soon as such decision should be 
reached, so that I might be able to notify my nationals. 
I have the honor therefore to roauest that Your Im~ 
perial Highness will at once inform me what decision, if 
any has been taken in the matter, and it becomes my duty 
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Regulations by reason of applications made for 
registration thereunder, can not be forfeited now by any 

- announcement that registration is to be postponed, and 

moreover that until official notification shall be re~ 


ceived of their suspension, my Government must hold that 
the Trade Mark Regulations are still in force. 

I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 
Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest considera~ 
tion, | 

E. H,. Conger, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 


of the United States. 
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of the. | ra 7 rate : ‘ffairs, to Hon. | 
BE. EH , ane, American } anieter, replying 
to inqui ‘y concerning Trade Mark Regulations, 
Registration postponed, 


Serer cececece¢scnrece seers oceseeeoc cesses co secesececc= 


On the 24th of the Bleventh Moon, XXX Year of Kugng- 
het (Dec.350,1904), I had the honor to receive a desp¢ 


from Your Excellency, saying that the American Government 
is deeply interested in the matter of the Trade Mark Regu~- 
lations; that up to the time of writing you had not re- 
ceived any notice from me of any desire to postpone the 
registration of trade marks for the registration of which 
applications had already been received; that a few days 
previous Their Excellencies, Na-t'ung and Lien-fang, had 
called at your Legation and given you a copy of the cor- 
respondence between my Board and the Ministers of the five 
countries, Germamy, France, Austria, Italy, and Great 
Britain, concerning the postponement of the registration 
of trade marks for Your Excellency's inspection, and had 


sai - ‘gs 
By “at we would have to await replies from the five 


nisters berv. notice of the postponement could be 


issued, and that they Wena then 
tions ser 


at once take the regula~ 


Upon as to postponing ang forward them for 
your information, that you might be able to inform Ameri- 


can merchants, and that therefore you had to request me 

at once to nerers you whether or mot any agreement had 
been reached, sed if so, what course of action would be 
taken; that it was your duty to plainly inform me that, if 
any American merchants had applied for the registration 
of trade marks according to the Regulations, they could 


not 
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cation now issued that registration was to be 


; and that until such official notification 


> 


of amendment and postponement of the Regulations should 
Peceived, your Government would have to regard the 


™ 


ee % 
, : ra 


Regulations formerly issued as still in force, 

As to the present consultation regarding the amend- 
ment of the Trade Mark Regulations and the postponement 
in the meantime of the time for registration, I have to 
say that until agreement shall be reached all applications 
for the registration of trade marks shall be filed for 
i the present with the Chief Registration Office, and shall 

be registered only after an agreement with the various 
Powers shall have been reached, and no such application 


shall on this account be made void. No reply has as " 


yet been received from the five Ministers of Germany, 


France, Austria, Italy, and Great Britain. As soon as 
such replies shall be received and a method of procedure 
3 thus agreed upon, I shall at once notify you, 
As in duty bound I send this reply for Your Excel- | 


lency's information. 


Kuanghst XXX Year, Eleventh Moon, 29th Day. 
(January 4th, 1905.) 
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January 10, 1905. 


¢ 


retary of State. _ 


Subject: 


Citizenship of Wong Wa Foy. Request- 


ing instructions. 


) STATES OF AMERICA, 
11NA. 


January 10, 1905. 


o the Honorable, 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
‘ Washington, D. C. 


Teer Samy Stim 


I have the honor to report that Wong Wa Foy has ape 

| | lied to this Legation for a passport, his application 
herefor setting forth the following facts: 

plicant was born in Canton, China, 16th Janwry : : 
1861, emigrated to the Hawaiian Islands 1 November 1879, 
was naturalized before Chas. T. Gulick, Minister of the 
Interior, as a citizen of the Hawaiian Islands on 22 Jan- 
vary 1886, returned to Canton 7 November 1898 and has ree 


sided in Canton continuously since that date; he states 


: that he intends to return to the United States in three 
years. 

Under the Act of April 30, 1900 Wong Wa Foy became a 
citizen of the United States, but I have the honor to ree 
quest instruction whether, in the opinion of the Depart- 


° o 


ment, he has forfeited his citizenship by his return to 
and long residence in the country of his birth, without 
returning to Hawaii or the performance of the duties of 

citizenship there on in the United States. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, . 

Your obedient servant, 


3 Charg@é d'Affaires ad inte 


January 10, 1905. 


tary of State. 


ecre 
(Dep't instruction No. 859, Nov. 23, 1904) 


General ofthe United States at Canton. 
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January 10, 1905. 


The Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge Department Instruc- 
tion No. 859 of November 25rd, enclosing the commission 


of Julius G. Lay, of the District of Columbia, as Con- 


sul General of the United States at Canton. 


The Foreign Office have granted him formal recogni 
| tion and notified all officials concerned. I have ad- 
| |  Wised him of this, and have forwarded the commission to 
him at his post. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Re oe Your obedient servant, 


CS a 


Charge d'Affaires. 


fi 


: f 


January 14, 1905. 


Subject: 
Death of Francis H. Nichols at 
Gyantse, Tibet. Few details. | 

( Despatch No. 1738, continued) 
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- _LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA. 


0/791, 


January 14, 1905. 


o the Honorable, 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
} Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 


Continuing Mr. Conger's despatch No. 1738 of November 
5, last, I have the honor to report that no further inforn- 


ation as to the welfare or movements of Mr. Francis H. 
Nichols reached this Legation until the receipt on the 


. 
~ 


Slst of December of a telegram from the Christian Herald 
: asking for the particulars of his death. 

Upon inquiry we were informed by the British Legation 
that they had been advised of the arrival of Mr. Nichols 


at Calcutta, where he had ap plied for permission to visit 
Tibet and was informed that he could travel by the post 
road as far as Gyantse, but that beyond that point they 
could not promise him protection, 
On the Srd of January I received from Sir Robert 

: Hart @ note saying that he was just in receipt of a telee 

gram from Mr. Henderson, Customs representative in Tibet, 

to the effect that "American Nichols died Gyantse". 

I have been unable to procure any further details 

with regard to his death, but will forward such additional 

mn as may dé received. I take it for granted that 
phical Society are 


in possession of the facts corroborated here in. 
Mrs ‘Wichols when in 


o 


left for safe keeping in 


a- 


Se et 


Ba GS 


ieey 
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tion an ordinary Mauser Magazine rifle and I | 
t the instructions of the Department as to 
its disposition, 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


. Your obedient servant, 
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FOR RELS. 1905, 


ver Conservancy. Copy of countere 


epared by representatives of the Powers 


Acceptance recommended. Reasons. 
(Continuing Despatch No. 1760, Dec. 8, 1904) 
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| OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 14, 1905. 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


FOR RELS, 1995 


Washington, D. Cc. 
Sir: 
Continuing the subject matter of Legation Despatch 

No, 1760 of December 8th, with which was transmitted a 
new plan, presented by the Chinese Government, for the 
improvement and conservancy of the Huangpu River, I have 
the honor to report that at a meeting of the Diplomatic 
Corps, held on December 14th, the representatives of the 
Powers, signatories of the final Protocol, requested the 
American, German, British and French Ministers to collab- 
orate in the task of examining these proposals of the 
Chinese Government and reporting on them to their Col> 
leagues, in the hope that some general agreement might 
be reached. As the result of these deliberations, a 

_ -- Gounter-project was presented which all the representa- 
tives concerned have agreed to refer to their respective 

: Governments, and which I have the honor to enclose here- 
with, | See 
It follows so closely the lines of the Chinese pro- 
posal that it is likely to prove wholly acceptable to 
that Government. The alterations and additions are 
in the direction of greater scope or more exactness of 


definition. The principle changes are as follows: 


~~, 


In Article II, Foreign Ministers is changed to Rep- 


resentatives of the Powers who Signed the Protocol. In 
Article VIII, a definite mode of procedure is established 
for acquiring land outside the foreign settlements through 
expropriation, and for the disposal of land formed by 
reclamation from the river. In Article X, there is a 
clause at the end in the interest of greater security; 
and this is also the case in Article XI, 
It was agreed among the representatives of the Powers 
concerned that when forwarding this counter-project for 
- ' the approval of their Governments, they would request 
| that telegraphic instructions be sent to them in reply. 
It seems to me that there is now a favorable oppor- 
tunity for finally settling this much-vexed buastion. 
and that the representatives of the Powers concerned 
and the Chinese Government are practically in accord. 
The great danger is that some of the Governments, though 
agreeing in principle, will make suggestions of minor 
changes to be proposed, though not necessarily to be in- 
Sisted upon. If one Power begins, the others will 
follow, the present opportunity will be lost, and another 
long delay will probably ensue; for no work is likely to 
be“done under the existing article, for reasons already 
reported, 
I therefore respectfully urge that if the Government 
is willing to denavk this project, I may be instructed 
in this sense, without proposing modifications which 
might indirectly lead to the failure of the present negoti- 
ations. 
I have the holer to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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t2 etipulations du Protocole du 
7 septembre 1901 concernant 1" amdliora- 


: ate ate tion du Whangpou. 


Le Gouvernement Chinois étant desireux de sub- 
stituer aux dispositions du Protocole de 1901 visant 
L'institution d'un Conseil fluvial pour la rividre Whang- 
pou et les attributions et resources de ce Conseil, un 


nouveau, en faisant exécuter lui-méme 


les travaux et en prenant & sa charge la totalite des 
. ddpenses, et les Puissances signataires du Protccéle 
final ayant souscrit & ce desir, ila éte convenu des 


conditions énoncees ci-aprés: | 


Article I. 
Le Taotai des Douanes et le Commissaire des Douanes 
de Shanghai sont charges de la direction generale des - 


+, 


~ - 


travaux de rectification du cours du Whangpou et dtameli- 
oration de la barre en a et au dela de Wou-song ainsi 
que de leur entretien, 


uaeeges ee fluviale et sanitaire, ee: 


oe ice. Pond Sgt 


Article II. 
Trois mois apres la signature de la présente conven- 


tion la Chine fera elle-méme choix d'un ingenieur verse 
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dans les questions de travaux fluviaux, et si la majorite 


os | nae 

og | des Représentante des Puissances signataires du Protocole 
final estige que 1' ingénieur ainsi choisi possede les 
qualites requises, la Chiné le ‘aésignera sur-le-champ 


pour 


TORN 2 Og en SE eg alee Nog, Gaeta x ~ 
ws Se te AR ae oe 


X © \ . of dodtaqeet at \ of etiseofont 


ch eLloootord wh’ aroltelwatte me ‘anotsaotttbow 
-atotibme't tnanteonon LOVE etdmsiqes r : 
wognrmedt ub mots 


-fia eb xuetiseh tnats at bonkdo tremerrtevsad or 


tnaaty LO0L eb saleootorvd wb anokd tacqats xUa test tte 
-snuat® etSivit al wogq Latvult [leaned mth mottusivani't 
; iy ,lieaned eo eb seotuvoeet te aenotindintia eel $e Hog 


‘ o 2 
aeb etilatoys ai eutaiio ea é + nanet4 fe Je  Xuewes3 my 


es ‘ 
qem-iut tesvoexe Ineetat tte waorivon komebenorg ; 


efeootort sh aotiatangia asonmaatnd asl se ‘idea 


2 ra 


‘ : , GR Ser re so 
aeb iwnevmoo ‘oto aii ,tteeb eo & Sit9eanvoe Inays Lantt 


‘ Sale | mF 
:aSige-Lo ageotions andisibnaos 


>. 


I #foteta 


aera, aeb etiewaimmed el te eae seb, Latoat et 


it ‘ pgeb elatetion motiroetth at Fite aegtadte tnoa badge ob 
; F 
q -tfeme'b te woqanadW wb ato. ub nottaolttiiee. ob xvavets 
¢@ oats ae a ee | : ? 

PE tanita anroa-vwoW eb eleb wa t¢ soeb ae otted al eb noigato 


~meiteriae wel eb erp 


se We 
ene tialoe' f Stlatinss $s elaivelt solLog el two 


BS * 4 

| ebeoor, atee ii .,.,ete o pasolsy ob solvice el egeatiod ic 
7 ateemsiaet ansiaut ‘eat Snayiie 
@ : 
i: | ae 

a “trevnoo efnesetgq al eb euisemgte ai eetqge silom eiort 
@ ‘ ‘ 
iE eatey tweineant mtb xtoxo ontane ile ast entad bt nol? 
q: oe ‘ : 

(ee ‘ : 
i eiivotem ail La te xs tel? xuawetd eb unatteouy aol ansb 


eLosortoyd wb eertistangia neonaas tut 
aef ebSaacq tatodo tanta tweth Manz't ep “eptsas fenit 

... 

etitseup 


guano-el-sia atengieek ef emis af see hupet 


Wog 


pour entreprendre les travaux. 
Dans le cas ou, aprés le commencement des travaux, 

il y aurait Lieu pour des raisons jugées valables par la 

majorite des Ministres interessés, de procéder &@ gon 

remplacement, le choix et la designation du nouvel ingéni- 


eur s'effectuera dans les mémes conditions que-ci-dessus. 


Article III, 

Pour tous les contrats d'entreprise génerale ot 
partielle des travaux fluviaux, d'achat de matériel ot de 
machines etc., il sera procédé par voie de soumission 
publique, 1 adjudication devant étre faite au soumission- 


naire offrant les conditions les plus avantageuses, 


Article IV, 
Tous les trois mois un rapport detaillé sur les 
travaux exécutés et un état des depenses effectuées seront 


faites et soumis a l'examen du Corps Consulaire M Shanghai. 


| Article V. 
L'autorisation du Taotai et du commissaire des 
Douanes de Shanghai sera nécessaire pour la construction 
de quais et de jetees ainsi que pour 1' établissement 


de touB pontons ou maisons flottantes dans la riviére, 


Article VI. 
le Taotai et le commissaire des Douanes de Shanghai 
anront le droit d'exproprier les appareils de mouillage 
fixes existants et a'établir un systeme d'appareile de 
mouillage publics dans la riviere, 


Artiole VII. 
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Article VII. 
#autorization du Tactai et du Commissaire des 


_Douanes sera nécessaire pour l'exécution des travaux de 


re et autres. 


Article VIII. 

Le Taotai et le commissaire des Douanes auront le 
droit d' acquerir tous terrains situés en dehors des con- 
cessions étrangsres, necessaires a 1 execution des trav- 
aux d'amélioration et de conservation du Whangpou et de 
disposer des dite terrains, Si, dans cet ordre d'idees, 
il etait juge utile d'exproprier des terrains, le prix 
sera fixe par une commission composée de (1) une personne 
choisie par l'autorite consulaire dont le propriétaire 
est ressortissant; (2) une autre choisie par le Taotai 
et le commissaire des Douanes; (3) une autre choisie par 
le Doyen du Corps Consulaire. Si le Doyen du Corps 
Consulaire se trouvait Stre le consul du proprietaire, 
le troisieme membre de la Commission serait choisi par 
le Consul le plus ancien apres le Doyen. 

aes Consul de gui ressortira l'interesse devra assurer 
l'exécution de la décision arbitrale. 

Les propriétaires riverains en dehors de la Conces- 
sion auront un droit de preférence pour l'achat de tout 
terrain crée en avant de leurs proprietés par les as- 
séchements effectues pour l'amélioration de la voie fluvi- 
ale. Les prix 4" acquisition de ces terrains seront 
fixes par une commission constituée ainsi qu'il est 


prescrit au paragraphe précedent, 
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trafic des marchandises ou la navigation, 


minim de 460,000 Haikouan Taels. Les autorités provin- 


| Article IX, 
Le Gouvernement chinois prend a sa charge la totalite” 


des depéenses des travaux fluviaux, sans percevoir aucune 


taxe ou contribution sur les térrains riverains ni sur le 


Article X, 


La Chine indique et donne, comme garantie de la 


totalite des dépénses des travaux fluviaux les’ droits 


entiers sur l*opium de Ssetchouan et de Ssutcheou-fou au 
Kiengson. Conformement aux prévisions du Protocole de 
1901 elle consacrera a ces travaux annuellement et pendant 
vingt ans, une somme de 460,000 Haikouan Taels. Si, 
dans le courant d'une anes quelconque aprés le commence- 
ment des travaux les achats de materiel ou de machines 
etc. necessitent une depense exceptionnelle, la Chine, 
pour” faire face, pourra contracter un emprunt au moyen de 
bens gages sur le revenu des droits sur l‘opium precites. 
Pour l'amortissement et le service des intersts de cot 
emprunt ainsi que pour les depenses de toute nature af- 
ferentes a l'exeeution des travaux ou a l'entretien des 


travaux agja terminés, la Chine fournira annuellement un 


ciales” compétentes remettront cette some par versements 


mensuels Saux, entre le mains du Tactai et du Com- 
missaire des Douanes de Shanghai. | 

Si les revenus désignes devenaient insuffisants, le 
Gouvernement Chinois devra fournir la sonme specifice sur 


d*‘autres resources. 


Article XI. 
8i les travaux n'etaient pas effectues avec diligence, 
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‘soin et economie, le Corps Consulaire, sur une deoision 


prise M la majorite des votes, pourra signaler le fait au 


Tactai et au commissaire des Dowanes de Shanghai et leur 
demander de prescrire a 1" ingenieur de prendre les 


a “ @ ae 
mesures necessaires pour y remedier; si l'exécution des 


travaux continue a étre defectueuse, le Corps Consulaire 
pourra de meme recommander le renvoi de 1' ingenieur ainsi 
que le choix et la désignation d'un autre dans les con- 
ditions prévues & l'article 2. Dans le cas ou le Tao- 
tai et le Commissaire des Douanes de Shanghai ne tiendrai- 
ent pas compte de ces démarches ie Corps Consulaire pourra 
eaieir de la question les Representants des Pulssaances 


interessees. 


Article XII. 

Lorsque les presentes atipulations auront Ste dis- 
cutees, arrétees et signees, les stipulations contenues 
dans le paragraphe (b) de l'article XI-et dans 1'annexe 
17 du Protocole de 1901, seront suspenédves,mais si la 


Chine ne fournit pas amuellement les fonds suffisants, 


conformement ’a la nouvelle convention, de telle maniecre que 


L' éxéoution des —— s'en trouve entravee, oussi elle 


-omet de se conformer a quelque autre stipulation essen- 


tidie au present arrangement les stipulations primitives 


du-Protocole de 1901 et de l'annexe 17 reprendront, in- 
Z 


mediatement, leur force. 
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Alterations in the Stipulations regarding the 
Conservancy contained in 
the Protocol of 7 Sept. 1901, 


With reference to the provisions of the Final Proto-~- 


tan ee FE OC RA. i Mp IO TS PEE MES ihm Se oe fi ER gla EES Rg 


eol of 1901 relating to the establishment of a Huangpu 
Conservancy Board, its functions and revenues, China 

being now desirous of substituting a different arrange- 
ment, charging herself with the work and making herself 
responsible for the whole cost, and the Powers who were 
parties to the Protocol having given their consent, the 


arrangement agreed to is set forth as follows: 


I. 
The works in connection with the improvement of the 


<p eR NS ea, 


channel of the Huangpu River and of the condition of the 
inner and outer bars at Wusung, together with the mainte~ 
nance of @§§jch improvenents shall all be placed under the 
management of the Shanghai Customs Taotai and the Commis~- 
sioner of Customs. The control of the Huangpu River 
Police, lights, beacons, sanitary matters, pilot service, 
etcetera shall be under the same control as formerly. 
II. 

Within three months from the signature of this agree~- 
oH. : ment China will herself select an engineer well versed in 
river conservancy work, and if a majority of the Repre- 
sentatives of the Powers who were parties to the Proto- 


col consider him suitable, China will at once appoint him 


to. 
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to undertake the work, If after the commencement of the 


work a fresh appointment, for reasons approved by a majori- 


ty of such Representatives, becomes necessary, the selec- 
tion and appointment shall be made in accordance with the 


method above-mentioned. 
Sika 


For all contracts for undertaking the river works 
in whole or in part, and for purchasing materials and | 
machinery and the like, public tenders shall be invited 
and the most advantageous shall be accepted. 


IV. 
Every quarter a detailed report of the work accom- 
plished and an account of the monies expended on the 


river works shall be made up and sent for inspection to 
the Consular Body at Shanghai. 


V. 
The authorization of the Shanghai Customs Taotai 


and of the Commissioner of Customs shall be necessary be-~ 


fore new bunds or jetties are constructed or pontoons 


placed in position or hulks stationed inthe river, 


VI, 


The Shanghai Customs Taotai and the Commissioner of 
Customs shall have authority to expropriate existing 


moorings as well as to establish a system of public moor- 
\ 


ings in the river, 
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VII, 
Wo dredging or other ‘eperébiuns sai be carried out 
without the authorization of the Shaheed Customs Taotai 
and the Commissioner of Customs, 


VIII. 

The Shanghai Customs Tactai and the Commissioner of 
Customs shall have power to acquire any land outside the 
foreign settlements necessary for the work of improvement 
and maintenance of the Huangpu River, and to dispose of 
such lands. If for this purpose it is considered neces-~ 
sary to proceed by way of expropriation, the rules con- 
tained in Article 6° of the "Land Regulations for the 
Foreign Settlements at Shanghai north of the Yangking-pang" 
shall be followed, In that case the price shall be fixed 
by a commission composed of (lst) a person selected by 
the Consular authority of the proprietor, (2nd) another 
chosen by the Shanghai Customs Taotai and’ the Commissioner 
of Customs, and (Srd) of another chosen by the Senior 
Consul, In case the Senior Consul is also the consular 
authority of the proprietor, the consul next in seniority 
(+ See 
_ ‘Riparian owners shall have the right of preemption 


‘shall choose the third member of the commission, 


over all land formed in front of their property by reclama- 


tion from the river in the course of the execution of the 


wey the improvement of the channel, at a price to 
be fixed by a commission formed in the same manner as 
prescribed in the preceding paragraph. 


Ix, 
The Chinese Government bears the whole cost of the 
river works and will levy for this purpose no dues on 
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X. 

China now indicates and gives the entire opium duty 
of Szechuan and of Hsfichou Fu in Kiangsu as the security 
for the whole cost of the river works, and in accordance 
with the estimated cost as stated in the Protocol of 1901 
will annually supply 460,000 Haikuan taels for a term of 
twenty years. If in any year after the commencement of 
the operations it is necessary to incur especially heavy 
expenditure for the purchase of materials, machinery, 
etc., China may raise a loan for the required amount and 
issue bonds on the security of the above-mentioned opium 
revenues, The total sum annually provided for meeting 
the repayment and interest of such bonds, for carrying out 
works and maintaining works already completed will he .not 
less than 460,000 Haikwan taels, to be paid in equal 
monthly instalments by the Provincial Authorities con- 
cerned to the Shanghai Customs Taotai and the Commissioner 
of Customs. Should the revenues assigned fall short, 
the Chinese Government will provide the amount specified 
from other sources. 

XI. 

If the works are not being carried out with diligence, 
care and economy, a majority of the Consular Body may unite 
to point out to the Shanghai Customs Taotai and the Com- 
missioner of Customs and call upon them to direct the 
engineer to take steps to remedy the matters complained of, 


and if the work is still not properly done, they may 


recommend 
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ss yecommend the engineer's dismissal and the selection and 
be - appointment of another engineer, the process being the 


game as that described in Article II. In case no notice 
is taken by the Shanghai Customs Taotai and Commissioner 
of Customs, the Consular Body may report to the Foreign 


Representatives concerned. 


| . XII, 
After the present stipulations have been discussed, 


settled and signed, section (b) of Article XI and Annex 17 

of the Protocol of 1901 will be suspended, But if China 

: does not in accordance with this new agreement annually 
furnish sufficient funds, so that the needs of the work 
are impeded, or if she omits to fulfil any other of the — 
essential stipulations of this agreement, the original 
stipulations of the Protocol of 1901 and of Annex 17 


thereto will immediately resume their force. 
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ee -LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
ae PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 14, 1905. 


Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C., 
Sart: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of De- 
partment Instruction. No. 856 of November 18th, enclos- 
ing a letter from the American Book Company, of New York, 
complaining of the sale in China of a pirated edition of 
‘Parley's Universal History”. 


ca 


I wrote to the Foreign Office on’ the subject as 


directed and, in reply, have received an answer assuring 


me that the matter will be properly investigated. Copies 


OO Ain my canes ae Due rin OARS , 
Py hee ote. es wie esos Padre, 
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of the correspondence are enclosed herewith. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


- Charge d'Affaires. 


: 


: losures; oe 
Mr, Coolidge to Prince Ch'ing, Jan. 7, 1905. 
a : Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Coolidge, Jan. 12, 1905, 


Peking, January 7th, 1905, 
Your Imperial Highness: 
I have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness 


that I am instructed by the Department of State to call 
the attention of Your Imperial Highness to the pirating 
by Japanese publishers of a work belonging to the American 
Book Company of New York City, known as "Parley's Uni- / 
versal History", and that such pirated edition is being 
sold in considerable quantities in China. I am further 


instructed to request Your Imperial Highness to take 


such action as may be necessary to protect the rights of 
the American Book Company. 

In compliance with these instructions therefore I 
have the honor to request Your Highness to issue such 


instructions to the authorities concerned as may pre-~ 


AS coe pence ak 


vent the sale in China of the pirated edition of the work 


mentioned. : 


I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Im- . 


ss the assurance of my highest consideration. 


John Gardner Coolidge, 
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Charge d'Affaires. 
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To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Red Note from Prince Ch'ing to Hon, J.G, 
Coolidge, Charge a@'Affaires, replying to 
his letter of January 7th regarding the 
pirating of "Parley's Universal History." 
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I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter calling my attention to the pirating by Japanese 
publishers of a work belonging to the American Book Come 
pany of New York City, a as Parlev's Universal His- 
tory; you state that this pirated edition is being sold 
in considerable quantities in China, and would I there- 
fore take such action as may be necessary to proteot the 
rights of the American Book Company. 

I have the honor to state that my Board has instruct- 
ed the Northern and Southern Superintendents of Trade to 
order the High Officials to look into the matter and deal 
with it. It becomes my duty, therefore, to send this 
communication to Your Excellency that you may be informed 


of the matter, and at the same time I seize the oppor- 


_tumity to wish you the compliments of the day. 


Twelfth Moon, 7th Day. (January 12, 1905. 
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letter of congratulation to be forwarded to 


Chinese Minister at Washington. 
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Sat RE IED 


D STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 14, 1905. 


The Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, | 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to report that I have received a 
note from the Foreign Office informing me that the reply 
of Her Imperial Majesty to the autograph letter of con- 
gratulation from the President, presented by Mr. Conger 
on the occasion of the seventieth anniversary of her 


| : birth, has been received, and will be forwarded to the 


- 


. 


Chinese Minister in Washington for presentation. 
: I have the honor to be, Sir, | 


Your obedient servant, 
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SMP. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


ubject: 
Presentation by Empress Dowager of a “jui® 
to each Secrétary of this Legation. Ine 


structions as to disposition of, requested. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 14, 1905. 


The Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to report that yesterday evening 
the Foreign Office sent to the Legation four boxes, each 
containing what the Chinese call a jui (a sort of staff 
of office or emblem of dignity) sent by the Empress Dow- 
ager as an acknowledgment to the four Secretaries of this : 
Legation who were present on the ceremonial occasion of 
the presentation of the President's letter. They were 
accompanied by a note from the Foreign Office, a copy of 
which is enclosed, 

I received these tokens to avoid what would have 
appeared to the Chimese to be an extraordinary breach of 
courteous relations, and this morning acknowledged then, 
as shown by Enclosure 2. 

» I have now the honor to request the Department to 
instruct me as to their final disposition. They are, 
in this case, of practically no intrinsic value, but of 
a certain amount of interest. Similar ones were sent 

2 to the Secretaries of the other Legations. 
ne : I have the honor to be, Sir, : 


Your obedient servant, 


Pe a ardor Ga 


a ae ee | , : Charge d'affaires. 
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aires, sent with 

Be Wager to those 

oe , who attended the audience on her seventi- 
eth anniversary. 
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I have the honor to state that all the Secretaries and 

Interpreters who accompanied His Excellency Mr. Conger to the 
- g@udience on the occasion of the presentation of the letter of 

congratulation to Her Imperial Majesty upon her seventieth an- 
niversary, have ach been graciously presented with a "Ju-i" by 
Her Majesty. 

It becomes my duty, therefcre, to send the same with this 
letter to Your Excellency and to the various other officers of 


your Legation, as per list enclosed, and at the same time I 


ie the opportunity to wish you the compliments of the day. 


Cards enclosed. | 


 Jdamuary 13 
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Bt ieee oes January 12th 1905. 
4 Her Imperial Majesty presents to each of the following 


- Officers of the American Legation, one "Ju-i" 


Q.,~""""""""First Secretary. 
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vies . Peking, Jan. 14th, 1905. 
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I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
:perial Highness' note of yesterday's date, informing me that 


ae , Py 


r Imperial Majesty, the Empress Dowager, has been pleased to 


eters who accompanied the American Minister, Hon. BE. H, Conger, 
to the Audience granted for the presentation of the President's 
letter of congratulation to Her Imperial Majesty on the seventi~- 
eth anniversary of her birth. The ju-i sceptres have all been 
received, and I have the honor to request Your Imperial High~ 
hess to kindly express to Her Imperial Majesty in my behalf and 
in behalf of the other Secretaries who have been made recipi- 


as 


ents of Her Majesty's good will, I have the honor to state 


er that I have written to the Honorable Secretary of 
State, reporting the matter to him, and requesting permission 
to retain the gifts. 
avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your Imperi~«- 


ee oe ep se John Gardner Coolidge, 


he . + 


ea: Charge d'Affaires, 


erial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 


esident of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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« Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


Forms prepared by Vice Consul Gracey to 


secure more complete registration of Amer- 


ican citizens, amended and approvéd. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 17, 1905. 


To the Honorable, 
John Hay, 
secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

Referring to Despatch No. 64 of December 20, 1904 of 
Wilbur T. Gracey, Esquire, Vice Consul in Charge at Nan- 
king, in which he forwarded to the Department for approve 
al three forms prepared by him with a view to securing a 
more complete registration of American citizens in his 
district, I have the honor to report that copies of same 
were also forwarded to this Legation with the request that 
if approved the Department be so advised. 

I take pleasure in commending Mr. Gracey's excellent 
plan. After careful examination I have made several im- 
tant changes in Form (enclosure No. 3) and I enclose 

@ form which I suggest be substituted therefor. 

I also note in the printed regulations (Mr. Gracey's 
enclosure No, 2) a slight error under the head of passport 
applications in that he states that travel is allowed in 
not more than three provinces, whereas travel is allowed 


in four provinces. 


With the amendments noted herein I heartily recommend 


+ Gracey's plan and hope the Department may see fit to 


arder its adoption and use by the other consulates in China 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
andar. ( 
e d'affaires. 
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For Mr. Gracey's Enclosure No. 3. 
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ives or friends: 


Proof citizenship: 
th place 
e@ of birth: 


Dated: 


Has it been visaed by Chinese Government: 
For what provinces: 
ccupation: 
here located in China: 
te of naturalization: 
By what court naturalized: 
lave you a will: : 
* ate of will n whose custody: 


husband or wife and minor children: 
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18, 1905, 
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Washington, 


18th. Your telegram of the 6th. The reply 


of Chinese Government was received to-day. 


and report, owing to the strong opposition of the 

entry in Hupeh hunan Kwangtung to methods of the 
ompany. Foreign Office has informed Board of 
ommerce and Viceroy of our protests and will 
communicate to me the nature of their reports. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER - 
te RUREAY. 


e From Pekidg, 


January 18, 1905. 
Received 2.31 P. M. 


Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Eighteenth. 


Your telegram of the 14th was understood as intended. 
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Peking, 
January 23, 1905. 
Received 12.34 P. M. 


) thea, 


Secretary of State, 


Washi ngton. 


Twenty-second. 
Your telegram of the 14th. China's answer, received today, 


states that alleged infractions have already been communicated 
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plain statement of the case to the American Government. 


issian Minister and refuted, but China desires to make 


First, Russians first raised troops among Hunghutze bandits 
and attacked Japanese. If these rebels now follow Japanese and 
are maintained by them it is a case of a belligerent power it- 
gpelf enlisting soldiers. As Chinese cannot advance into war 
gone of Manchuria they cannot prevent this practice by one side 
or the other, but Hunghutzes escaping into Chinese jurisdiction 
wave been severely punished. International law does not hold a 
government responsible if private citizens enlist. 

Sedond, no Japanese instructors have been employed to drill 
troops in the north, and Japanese used as translators in the 
ae at*Paotingfu before the war gave guarantees not to meddle 
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~ with anything connected with the war, as did the Russians em- 


ployed in the schools and customs. International law does not 


* 


forbid neutrals employing subjects of belligerents, and belliger- 


ents should respect such prerogatives. 
Third, upon complaints by the Russian Minister that Japanese 
| thoro 
used Miao-dac Islands as a base, theeuete investigation proved 


4 


charge unfounded. 
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report no Japanese. 


Chinese war vessels constantly patrolling 
The charge that China sanctioned such use 
is untrue. 
Fourth. Russian Minister complained that contraband was 
shipped to ports held by Japanese. Clear instructions were sent 
to the Customs Service forbidding shipment of contraband to the 


“ 


seat of war, and requiring guarantees. Owners of goods must 


’ 


a bear responsibility for contraband seized by belligerents. China 


is not dicated. 


Similar complaints were received that con- 


traband was being shipped to Port Arthur. Investigation dis- 


- 


closed abso 


- 


utely no proof. NO permit has been issued by Chefoo 


ae 


customs for any vessel to clear for Dalny. 
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Fifth. With tegerd to iron furnished to Japan from Hanyang, 


A con- 


10ps were not concerned in the transaction. 
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before the war, and revised January. February 1904, and though 
Sheng was agent for the merchants it was purely a commercial, 
not an official, transaction. Russia, not Butiing classing 

pig iron as contraband, cannot call ores war material. It is 
not lawful for neutrals to carry on ordinary business. It is 
not true that China is preparing for military operations. The 
training of an efficient army is a question of internal adminis- 
tration for the maintenance of dimenti< peace. It is the custom 
Of all wivilized countries. Chinese Minister at Washington re- 
3 ports that Russian circular note declares that China favored 
Japan in the matter of the torpedo boat seized at Chefoo. 
Chinese commander did not consent to, but could not prevent, 

the jaiscre. “fhe proper board has been ordered to determine his 
punishment, and the return of the boat has been demanded by 
China. No partiality has been shown throughout the war, China 
has strictly adhered to her neutrality, which the belligerents 


have repeatedly disregarded, putting her in a difficult position as whims 


Russia built bridges and quartered soldiers in viklages west of 


the Liao River. Russians at Urea) and near Hsin-min-tun forcibly 


bought animals and provisions, dail 5 shipping them to the seat 


of war. Much Russian ammunition was seized at Peitaiho, Kalgan 
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and Fengtai concealed in merchandise. The captain of the Rus- 
sian torpedo commander who was being sent from Chefoo to Shang- 
hai made his escape. The note received shows the concern of : 
the American Government for the general welfare. China has ob- 
served strict neutrality without wavering, and has conformed 

) to all requirements in the territory recognized by the powers 
as neutral, and as is admitted universally the people have main-~ 
tained an extremely peaceful attitude. When a belligerent state 
makes baseless charges, going out of its way to rake up griev- 


. 


ances, it probably has some ulterior design, such as to involve 


Others in trouble and create embarrassment. What the design is, 


‘China cannot determine, but each state may draw its own conclu- 


* 


sions. The American Government, in inquiring into the situa-, 


tion, is certainly animated by motives of justice, seeking not 


» 


, 


’ 


“only the welfare of China but that of the whole world. 
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From Peking, 


January 25, 1905. 
: Received 9.20 A. M. | 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Twenty-fifth. 


Note - 

S ee | Places named are in 

ee locality where Russians 

er: - gare alleged to have pur- 
Se ios chased and shipped ani- 

-Mals and supplies in vio- 

or : » vt of Chinese neutral- 
ty. 
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Subject: 
American China Development Co. Case. , 
ferred by the Board of Commerce to Chang 


“Pung. We will be advised of nature of report. 


Confirming Dep't telegram of 6th and ree 
) ply thereto of 18th inst.) 
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if. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 25, 1905. 


To the Honorable 
eee ck ase FOR RELS. 1905. 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sirs » + 

Referring to Mr. Conger's despatch No, 1771 of Decem- 
ber 20th with regard to the intention expressed by the ae 
Chinese Government to cancel the concession of the Ameri- ; 


can China Development Company, I have the honor to confirm 
the Department's telegram of January 6th, as follows: 


Conger, 
Peking. 

-. » BAR. The Chinese Minister at 
Washington has informed me that his Govern- 
ment has decided to cancel agreements with 
American China Development Company. 

We cannot admit that such action 
can be taken in regard to a Company which 
we consider to be in good faith American, 
and concerning which we insist on sole 
right to deal with the Chinese Government 
regarding diplomatic questions affecting i 
its interests, until the parties interested : 
in the concession have been heard from. 

You are therefore again instruct- 
ed to strongly urge on the Chinese Govern- 
ment postpone action contemplated until 
then. This is the more imperative at the 
present time, as I am reliably informed 
that the American shareholders have bought 
from the foreigners enough stock to secure 
absolute comtrol of the property. 

(Cable me the result of your rep- 
resentations to the Chinese Foreign Of- 
fice, 

(Signed) HAY. 


On receipt of the foregoing I wrote to the Foreign 
_ OFS 09 as directed, urging the necessity of refraining 
‘from such action until the parties interested could be 


heard 


Ba ae RY be 
Pe wry wee BIOL HA 


=~@e« 


heard from. (Enclosure 1.) 

After waiting a week for a reply, I directed the 
Chinese Secretary of the Legation to make an informal 
inguiry as to the purpose of the Chinese Government and 
the reasons for their aelay in answering my note. He 
elicited the information that the matter was under dis- 
cussion by the Board of Commerce, in whose domain the 
question lies in the internal administration of the 
country, and that, in connection with the investigation, 
Chang Chih-Tung had been ordered to report on the situ- 
ation because of the strong opposition of the gentry of 
Kwantung, Hunan and Hupeh. I then wrote asking that 


this statement be embodied in a reply for prompt trans- 
mission to my Government, which was done (enclosures 2 
and 2), and reported in my telegram of January 18th, 


confirmed as follows: 


Secstate, 
Washington. 
18th. Your telegram of the 6th. 
The reply of Chinese Government was re- 
ceived today. The question is being con- 
sidered by the Board of Commerce; also 
Chang Chih-Tung has been directed to in- 
vestigate and report owing to the strong 
opposition of the gentry in Hupeh, Hunan, 
Kwantung, to methods of the Company. Peri- 
od, Foreign Office has infcrmed Board of 
Commerce and Viceroy of our protests, and 
“i | will communicate to me the nature of their 
reports. 
(Signed) COOLIDGE. 


Confidential: 
ae Sheng, who has hitherto been in chief control, seems 
for the present to have been thrust aside and Chang Chih- 
Tung set up in his place. He is no less hostile. The 
complaints of the gantry of Hunan were based on the ground 
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that they had a profound distrust of the Company, arising 


from its uncertain status, as is shown at length in Mr. 


Goodnow's despatch to the Department, No. 588 of June 


22nd last. The personal hostility aroused by the agents 


and employees of the Company seems also to have played a 


part. Chang-Chih-Tung, as present Viceroy of Hunan 


and Hupeh, and a former Viceroy of Kuantung, is a natural 


selection for this inquiry; but he has been s0 consistent- 


ly hostile to the Company, and so active in his efforts 


to have the contract canceled, that an unbiased report 
cannot be expected from him. A representative of the 
Company ought to be sent without delay to convince him 
that the ground for objection, upon which the Hunan gentry 
based their opposition, no longer exists, and to explain 
as far as possible the misunderstandings which have 
arisen in the past. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


feb Yorn Celiac. 


Chargé d'affaires. 


enclosures: 


cen A LLL LES: 


‘£ 


closure Wo. / In Despatch Wo. /? 9) 


Mr. Coolidge to Prince Ch'ing. 


Ss SSS Ses SSS 


AMERICAN LEGATION, 


Peking, January 9, 1905. 
Your Imperial Highness: 

. ‘Referring to Mr. Conger's notes of Nov. 15th and 
19th, 1904, I have the honor to inform you that I have 
received a further telegram from the Secretary of State 
to the effect that the Chinese Minister at Washington 
has announced the intention of the Imperial Government 
to cancel its agreement with the American China Develop- 
ment Company. : 
The Government of the United States looks upon this Com- 
pany as in good faith, American, and, as is well known, 
insists upon the sole right to deal with the Chinese Gov- 
ernment regarding diplomatic questions affecting its in- 
terests, 

It therefore cannot admit that a step so far-reaching 
in its consequences can be taken until the justice and 
necessity of such a measure have been clearly shown, 

I am consequently directed strongly to impress upon 
Imp rial Highness that my Government holds it tc be 


the parties whose interests are vitally affected shall 


have been further heard fron. 


* 


‘I avail myself of this occasion to renew to Your 


‘ial Highness the assurance of my highest considera~ 


: | John Gardner Coolidge, 
i | a Charge d'Affaires. 


erial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, | 
dent of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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(F.0.No,763,) _ 
Mr, Coolidge to Prince Ch'ing. 


AMERICAN LEGATION, 
Peking, January 17, 1905. 

Your Imperial Mi den set 

I have the honor to call the attention of Your Im- 
perial Highness to the fact that on the 15th and 19th of 
November, 1904, and again on the 9th of January, 1905, 
notes were sent to Your Imperial Highness, protesting 
against the declared intention of China to annul the coii* 
tract of the China American Development Company, and ex~ 
pressing the urgent desire of my Government that the Com- 
pany be given time and opportunity to answer all charges. 

So far no answer has been returned to these communi-~ 
cations, except the information conveyed by His Excellen~ 
cy, Ch't Hung-chi, to Mr. Williams, the Chinese Secretary 
of this Legation, that the notes had been referred to the 
Board of Commerce, which, it was stated, has charge of 
railway affairs, and that His Excellency, Chang. Chih-tung, 
Viceroy of the Huekuang provinces, owing to his intimate 
knowledge of the situation, had been appointed a special 
Commissioner to investigate and report upon the matter. 

“ I have the honor to request of Your Imperial Highness 
that some itharstetive Statement of the situation be sent 
to me in order that I may iumediately convey it to os 
Government. | 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Im- 
perial Highness the assurances of my highest consideration. 
John Gardner Coolidge, 
Charge d'Affaires. 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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A Necessary Despatch, 


a To. | ve In by seater wo. /?7 7 ] 


Despatch from Prince of Ch'ing, Presi- 

u dent of the Board of Foreign Affairs, to 

: Hon. J. G, Coolidge, Charge d'Affaires of 
a the United States: A Reply in the Matter 
: of the Hankow-Canton Railway. 


I ee 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of sev~- 
eral letters and despatches from His Excellency, Mr. 
Conger, and from Your Excellency, regarding China's pro- 
posed method of dealing with the case, and saying that 
action should be suspended until those most deeply inter~- 
ested in the American China Development Company might 
have time to make a clear statement of the facts in the 


case, etc. : 


As to this matter, it is one which concerns commer- 


cial affairs, and moreover the gentry of the three prov- 


inces, Kuangtung, Hunan, and Hupeh, have made complaint 
and protest, which is being dealt with by the Board of 
Commerce and His Excellency, Chang Chih-tung, the Viceroy 
of the Hu-kuang. The note and despatches sent by H. 8. 


Mr. Conger and yourself have already been transmitted 


to them, and a telegraphic notice sent as well, as the 


records show. 

"It will be necessary therefore to wait until the 
Board of Commerce and the Viceroy Chang shall reply. 
Upon receipt of such reply I will write Your Excellency 


again to inform you. 


As in duty bound I send this reply for Your Excel~ 


lency's information. 


e ' 


Kuanghsu XXX Year, Twelfth Moon, 13th. Day. (SEAL) 
(January 18, 1905, ) 
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Copies of correspondence 


with the Foreign Office enclosed. 


a 


Case of the American Cigarette Co. 


valorem export duty. 
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PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 26, 1905. 


fo the Honorable, 
- John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
: | Washington, D. C. 
! | Sir: 

I have the honor to report that on the 8th of August 
last the American Cigarette Company, by Mustard & Company, 
an American Corporation, of Shanghai, complained to this 
Legation through the Consulate General at Shanghai, that 
they were the owners of a Cigarette factory located at 
Pootung, near Shanghai, and engaged in the manufacture and 
: sale of cigarettes; that prior to July 14, 1904 they paid 

duty on foreign shipments of their product at the rate of 


4 1/2 mace per 100 catties of "tobacco prepared", as pro- 
vided by the export tariff forming part of the Treaty of 


, amounting to about $0.75 Mexican, per case of fifty 
thousand cigarettes; that on July 14 1904 the Company was 


4 


notified that thereafter an export duty of five per cent 


ad valorem would be levied. 
: Upon inquiry it developed that this duty was imposed 
y virtue of a notification of the Imperial Maritime Cuse 
) toms, issued under authority of the Chinese Governm nt 
providing that 
fe ae tue : | "Chinese manufactures of foreign type will until the 
ticle viii comes into operation, be liable 


ad valorem duty and shall thereafter be 
r taxation”. 


As, in view of the Treaty of 1858, the export sched- 
ule of which has remained unchanged, and the former class- 
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4, 1904, was restored and orders given for the refund of 
he excess duties on all cigarettes exported by the 
can Cigarétte Company which were not subsequently re-im- 


‘ 


orted at some other Chinese port.. 


Enclosures: 


1 
2 
3: 


® 


4. 
5 


6. 


iW. Co 


ave the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


foe 


er to Prince 


Ch'ing to Mr. 


Mr. Conger to Prince 


Chting to Mr. 
er to Prince 


Ch*ing to Mr. 


Yas se 
gto 
pe aa 


Yorrelaner. 


ust and unauthorized increase of the export 
‘was taken up with the Foreign Office and 
rather lengthy correspondence ensued, copies of which I 


neolose, with the result t the status quo before July 


Charge d*Affaires. 


Ch'ing, October 4, 1904. 


Conger, October 8, 1904. 


Ch . ing » »Novemb er 
Conger, , December 


Chting, December 


Conger, December 
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2, 1904. 
10, 1904. 


26, 1904. 


Crebitge. 
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American Legation, 


CS ae eo Peking, China. 
October 4, 1904. 
Your Imperial Highness: | | 


io RAGS ey ae Sa AEE a" 
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tl have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness that I 


ot 
Se Ee agian: 
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ve received a complaint from Messrs. Mustard & Company of i 
Shanghai, that cigarettes manufactured in Shanghai, and exported a 
by them, are charged an export duty of five per cent. On mak- | 
ing inquiry of the Inspectorate General of the Imperial Mari- | 
time Customs as to the reason for such charge, I am informed 


that the said tax was levied in accordance with instructions | 


issued by the Tsung-1li Yamen in 1897, and agzin by the Wai-Wu- | 
po Pu in 1903. I have the honor thersfore to request Your Im- “t 
| ‘perial Highness to kindly inferm me by what treaty provision 
or other authority the levy of this extra duty upon cigarettes 
manufactured in Shanghai is made. 7 
I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your Imperial 
a ‘assurance of my highest consideration. 
See (signed) B. H. CONGER. 
ee His Imperial Highness, i 
) Prince of Ch*ing, | 
ae President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure No, 4) In Despatch No. / 79 g, 
Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's note saying that you had received a communi- 
-@ation from Mustard and Co,, an American firm in-She 


to the effect that an export duty of five per cent’ was) 
being imposed upon cigarettes manufactured in Shanghai; 
that they were disposed to question the imposition of 
this tax as being unjust, Your Excellency therefore 
inquired of the Inspector General of the Chinese Imperial 


Maritime Customs as to the reason for such charge, and 


received a reply to the effect that the said tax was levied 


in accordance with instructions received from the Tsung-li 
Yamen in 1897, and again from the Wai Wu Pu in 1903, 
Your Excellency therefore wrote to my Board to inquire 


by what treaty provision or other authority this export 


duty was charged, upon cigarettes manufactured in Shanghai. 


I now have to state that my Board looked the matter 
up and found that in the Fifth Moon of the Twenty-second 
Year of Kuanghs® (June-July 1896) the Tsung-1i Yamén 


La. ized the Throne to establish an export duty of 
“pe re nt upon all ese Pughstied articles, whether 

mi factured by foreigners or Chinese; said tax to be im-~- 
posed before the goods leave the factory, and to be in 
addition to the regular full duty, This was to be in 
lieu of the likin collected in the interior, and upon pay- 
ment of this tax the goods could be shipped to any place 
whatever without paying the likin dues. In the fourth 
Moon of the following year (May-June 1897) the Viceroy 

of Hu Kuang (Hupeh and Hunan) memorialized asking that 
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at once, and Chinese and foreign manufacturers would be 


one regular duty. 


circulated in the 
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my Board called the attention of the Inspector General of 


wads 


Customs to the case, and instructed him to give orders to 


former rule. 
duty imposed upon the cigarettes manufactured at Shanghai 


by the American firm, is seen to be in accordance with 


x 


7 


matter. 


pai 


rules adopted by my Board. 


It becomes my duty therefore, to make this reply 
to } our Excellency, and at the same time I wish Your Ex- 
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cellenc 
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the compliments of the day. 


1904, ) 


ured arti les be not put into operation for a 
erefore the Tsung-1i Yamen, after consideration, 
— th the new regulations had definitely 

on adopted, still they would not put them into operation 


owed for a time to continue as of old, and pay only the 


Such were the memorials and orders 


hen in the tenth Moon of last year, (Nov-Deo, ,1903) 


the various Customs officials to act in obedience to the 


Now, therefore, this five per cent export 
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Enclosure No. Despateh No. //9F%, 


Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing, dated November 3, 1904. 


American Legation, 
: Peking, China, 
November 3, 1904. 
Your Imperial Highness: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Imper- 


ial Highness' note of the 8th ult. in which, replying to my ine 


quiry of the 4th of October, Your Highness states that it was 
by order of your Board that an extra duty of 5 % had been lev- 
ied upon all manufactured writhiea: witch we to be in lieu of 
the likin collected in the interior, and that it was pursuant 
to this order that such duty was being levied and collected up- 
on Stunrétied minutiotured and shipped from Shanghai. 

I thank Your Highness for your frank and prompt reply, but 
I must call Your Highness‘ attention to the fact that it is not 


competent for the Chinese Government to change without the con- 


sent of the United States, the treaty stipulations fixing the 


ort duties. The export duty on "tobacco prepared® 
h classification cigarettes manufactured in China 


rto been properly classed, is definitely fixed in 


the export tariff forming part of the Treaty of 1858, which is 


still in force and binding upon China and the United States as 


far as export duties are concerned. 


y request Your Highness to issue 
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tax and cause to be refunded the amoun’ already illegally paid. 


At the same time I improve the occasion to renew to Your 
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Boss 


} the assurance of my highest consideration. 
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_--: Bnelosure No.’7. I: despatch No. /743 
Bee : . | x (F,0.No,770.) 


: Prince Ch' ing to Mr. Conger. 


I have the honor to reply to Your Excellency's note 


3 


of November Srd, regarding the five per cent duty col- 
lected by the Customs upom the cigarettes manufactures 


¢ 


4m Shanghai and shipped therefrom by Mustard and Co. 


Your Excellency states that the Chinese Government. is 
not competent to change without the consent of the United 
States, the treaty stipulations fixing the rate of export 


duties, and that the export duty on “tobacco prepared" 


-ywunder which classification cigarettes have been properly 


classed, is fixed in the supplementary tariff of exports 


annexed to the Treaty of 1858, which is still in force; 


would we therefore, give orders to the Customs Officials 
not to collect this improper tax, etc., etc. 

I have now to state that my Board has investigated 
the matter and finds that in Rule 1 of the Commercial 
Rules affixed to the Treaty of 1858, it is stipulated 
that “Articles not enumerated in the list of exports, but 


4 ae 


enumerated in the list of imports, when exported, will 


amount of duty set against them in the list of 


inte of ive per cent, calculated on their market value." 
This rule has never been altered and is still in force, 
and as cigarettes are not classified either in the list of 


exports or of imports under the old treaty, the recently 
imposed five per cent ad valorem duty is according to 
treaty. 
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Moreover in the new 


ort duty schedule agreed upon 


a 


is in 1902 by China and the various Powers, it is stated 
| ‘that cigarettes of the first quality (value exceeding 


tA F ; ¥ 


Pls. 4.50 per 1000) shall pay Tls. 0.50 duty, and cigar~- 


» 


A :  ettes of the second quality (value not exceeding Tls. 
4.50 per 1000) shall pay duty amounting to Tis. 0.09 


/ per thousand, if an ad valorem duty is not considered 
a go convenient as this duty per thousand. | ere 
; hese cigarettes then, ought hereafter to come under 


the class of “articles not enumerated in the list of ex~ 
ports, but enumerated in the list of imports", and at the 
time of export should pay duty according to the import 
rate, which would be Tls, 0.50 or Tls. 0.09 per thousand 
according to the quality. As to cigarettes not being in- 
cluded under the general heading "tobacco", there is no 


: record of their having ever been dealt with as coming in 
the class of tobacco at all, 

It becomes my duty to write this letter to Your Ex- 
cellency, that you may be informed of the findings of my 
Board, and issue instructions to the Commercial citizens 

of your Country to act in accordance thereto, 

Requesting the favor of a reply, I take the occasion 
Excellency the compliments of the day. 
: Cards enclosed. 
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Tenth Moon, 26th Day. (December 2, 1904,) 
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Your Imperial Highness:- 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Imperial 
ess' note of Dec. 2d. in which Rule, No. 1 of the Commers | 
cial Rules affixed to the Treaty of 1858 is claimed as author- 
ity for levying a 5% ad valorem tax on exported cigarettes. 
Your Highness cites especially that portion of the rule which 


states that articles not enumerated in either the Import, 
Export, or Duty Free Lists will pay an ad valorem duty of 5% i 
calculated on their market value, and claims that because 
not included in any of these lists. Your Highness further 


cigarettes are not especially mentioned 


states that there is no record of cigarettes ever having been 
dealt with as coming in the class of tobacco at all. 

This Legation is advised that up to January 24, 1904 
Gigarettes exported from Shanghai to other ports in China and 
to foreign countries paid a duty of 41/2 mace per 100 catties, 
as provided by the Export Tariff of 1858 for "Tobacco Prepared" 

On that date, January 24, 1904, Customs Notification, No. 


me 


) many: ractures of foreign type will until the Mackay 

vaty, Arti sle WIII comes into operation, be liable to a I 
Single 5% ad valorem duty and shall thereafter be free from : 
fur her taxation. : 


I take it for granted that this notification was issued 


pursuant to the orders given by the Wai Wu Pu in Nov-Dec. (Tenth 
a ® ) 1903 to the Inspector General of Customs, referred to in 
Your Imperial Highness note of the 2d. inst. 

oa ae under this order that the increased duty is sought 
) " SOn4 ted. It will be noted that cigarettes as such are 
not mentioned therein. 
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int impossible to agree with the contention of the 
Shinese Government that cigarettes are not classified either 
ce in 1 he : list of exports or that of imports in the Treaty of 
1B + Tt is true that they are not mentioned as "cigarettes". 
But in the English text neither is smoking tobacco nor plug 
pe mentioned as such, yet each of the three is tobacco 


prepared in a certain form for consumption by the trade. The 
Treaty of 1858 in providing for the duty treatment of tobacco 
when exported made two grand divisions: First, Leaf or natural 


tobacco; second, Prepared or manufactured tobacco, thus covering 
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tobacco in every form, other than those specified, in which it 
could be a subject of trade. : 
If the Chinese Government has the right to increase the 


duty on tobacco prepared in the.form of cigarettes, because : 
they are not specifically enumerated as such, then it is also : 
has the right to increase the duty on tobacco prepared in the 
form of plug-tobacco or smoking tobacco or in any of the other 
forms in which tobacco is prepared for the market, and thus 
defeat the plain stipulation of the Treaty and render it as 
to this particular item null and void. 
From the nature of the case tobacco prepared for comsump- 
tion by the trade must have a particular designation for each 
: of ite. forms. ‘But it is none the less "tobacco prepared", 
fe whether tt t 


t be in the form of cigarettes or in some other form [ 
; 
whioh bears a distinctive trade name. 4 


As to the contention that these cigarettes ought hereafter |. | 
to come under the class of"articles not enumerated in the list 
of exports, but enumerated in the list of imports", because 
they are specified in the new import duty schedule agreed upon 
in 1902 by China and the various Powers pursuant to the Proto- 

col and are therefore subject to the specific duty therein 
provided, it must be remembered that the lists of imports and 
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which authorizes the collection of this duty, 


ted above, the lists referred to in the 
eaty of 1858 are the particular lists of that Treaty, and the 
new import schedu 8 cannot be substituted for 
list so as to effect the duty on exports. 


reaty of 1658, as 8 


old import 


Forvthese reasons I must renew my protest against this tax 


so plainly in contravention of treaty provisions, and must 


again ask Your Imperial Highness to have 


e order rescinded 


and direet that «1. 


* 


all sums so collected be refunded. 
I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your Imper- 
ial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) E. H. Conger. 


To His Imperial Highness, 
Prince of Ch'ing, 


President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Prince of Ch' ing, Presi- 
rd of Foreign Affairs, to q 
ger, U., S. Minister, in re | 


amctuxrescseses earn eseeeese names ees coe | 


ae I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 
Vth of the Bleventh Moon, XXX Year of Ku 


enst (Dec,15, 
1904), cf Your Excellency's despatch regarding the matter 
of the collection of export duty at Shanghai on cigarettes, 
stating that you were not willing that they should be 
2 taxed in accordance with the rule that articles not men- 
tioned on the Import List nor on the Export List should 
be charged a duty of 5% ad valorem, and saying that here- 
tofore cigarettes exported from Shanghai had been taxed 
"Tobacco Prepared" in accordance with the Tariff of 
the Tientsin Treaty, that is Tls.0.45 per 100 Catties, 
: Your Excellency stated further that you were unwilling 
that the Treaty provision respecting articles mentioned 
in the Import List only, and not in the Export List should 
be quoted as applying to the new Import Tariff List, and | 
duty collected in accordance therewith. Your Excellency ; 
Boo, requests that the duties already collected should be re- 


merchants concerned. 


iy finds that cigarettes are manufactured from 
| "tobaoco prepared*, and can not therefore still be called 
e “by the name of "tobacco prepared", Their status is simi- 
lar to that of the cotton piece goods, which are manufac- 
tured from cotton yarn, and can no longer thereafter be 
called "cotton yarn", The duty on cotton yarn and that 
upon piece goods are not alike; and to say that cigarettes 
want be cherged the same duty as “tobacco prepared”, 
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goods not mentioned in. 


my Board with the purpose of encouraging manufactures de- 
«idea that the duty of 5% ad yalorem should be collected 
once and that no further taxes should be levied, and 
this advantage is quite sufficient © offset the charge. 
; Now since Your Excellency has repeatedly protested 
| that the duty must continue to be collected at the rate 
of Tis,0.45 per 100 catties, as on "tobacco prepared", 
, my Board is not unwilling to comply, but, since the 5% 
valorem is not paid, they can not claim the benefit of 
exemption from further taxation, but will have to be 
treated in accordance with the usual rule applied to 
Mative products, that is, after having paid export duty, 
if they shall enter some other port, they must pay the 
re-import duty, and, if they shall go inland, must pay 
duty at every custom house passed, and at every likin 
: barrier, As to the excess duty already collected by 
i Customs, if it shall appear upon examination 


some other port ‘and did not go inland, orders will there- 
| upon be given to refund to the merchants concerned the 


amount of the excess in drawback certificatés. 


Sneuennenansseenennensssnnssncensentesecessncssstenecens =e 
© It is rather unfortunate that the term for "tobacco 
prepared" in the Tientsin Treaty Tariff should be in Chi- 

pu", i,e., “tobacco threads*, and not something 
= CAGRSLVe, a6 ‘the _ expression used seems to justi- 
Ty the Chinese reasoning that cigarettes are something 
‘Mere than ‘tobaceo threads", being the result of addition-. 
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» T send this reply to Your RExcele- 
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ation, and trust that I may have a 
t it may de possible to issue orders to the Cus- 


| goncerned to act accordingly. 


Kuanghstl XXX Year, Eleventh Moon, 20th Day. 
(December 26th, 1904,) 
(SPALL) 
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Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


Receipt of Instruction No, 862 of Dec. lst, 
referring to Russian complaint as to the at- 
titude of officers of the United States in 


China as regards present war; compliance. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 26, 1905. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


. 


Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Depart- 


ment Instruction No, 862 of December list, referring to a 
complaint of the Russian Ambassador concerning the attitude 
of some of the Officers of the United States in China as 
regards the present contest between China and Japan, — 

A Legation circular has been sent to the Consular 
Officials cautioning them as directed; and a note to the 
same effect, with the President's Gircular order of March 
10, 1904, attached, has been circulated among the members 
of the Legation and the Officers of the Legation Guard in 
Peking. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


: foo Yards un. [rotedge. 


‘ 
Charge d‘'Affaires. 
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Reply of the Chinese Government to the 
charges that she has violated obligations of 
neutrality. 


(Confirming telegraphic ssecongersenne 
on the subject. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 26, 1905. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to report that on January 15th a 
telegram was received from the Department, as follows: 


Coolidge, Chargé d'Affaires, 
Peking. 

14th. Russian Government declares 
China persistently violates obligations 
neutrality; cites alleged enlistment Hung- 
hutzes by Japanese; Japanese instructors 
preparing Chinese army; use of Miao Tao 
Islands by Japan; exportation of contra- 
band from Chefoo into Dalny; cast iron 
furnished Japan by Hainan government shops. 
Alleges China making serious preparations 
take part in military operations. 

Advise Foreign Office this Government 
earnestly hopes China will scrupulously 
observe neutral obligations, any departure 
from which would seriously embarrass not 
only China, but also Powers interested 
in limiting area of hostilities. 

(Signed) LOOMIS. 


In pursuance of the directions therein, I immediately 
wrote to the Foreign Office, giving the substance of the 
telegram. (Enclosure 1.) On January 18th came the fol- 


lowing supplementary telegraphic instruction: 


Conger, 
Peking. 

17th. Instruction of January — 
fourteen not intended to mean that we adopt 
point of view Russian Government. We have 
answered them expressing confidence that 
neither combatant will violate Chinese 
neutrality. | 

| (Signed) HAY. -- 


to 


to which I replied: 


Secstate, 
Washington. 
x 18th. Your telegram of the 14th 
was understood as intended, 


(Signed) COOLIDGE. 


Soon after this, a report sent through the press 
agencies announced that Russia had thanked the United 
States for calling China's attention to her violations of 
neutrality. I ascertained that the nature of the Ameri- 
can note had not been misunderstood. The reply, which 
Was very long, came in the evening of the 21st; and, as 
soon as translated and carefully verified, I paraphrased 
it in my telegram of the 22nd, which, however, was not 
completed and sent until the morning of the 25rd cwing to 
the great amount of labor involved. I confirm it as fol- 


lows: 


Secstate, 
Washington. 
22nd. Your telegram of the 14th. 
China's answer received today states that 
alleged infractions have already been com- 
municated by Russian Minister and refuted, 
but China desires to make a plain statement 
of the case to the American Government:-- 
FIRST. Russians first raised troops 
among Hunghutze bandits and attacked Japan- 
ese. If these rebels now follow Japanese 
and are maintained by them, it is a case of 
a belligerent Power itself enlisting sol- 
diers. Period. As Chinese cannot advance 
into the war zone of Manchuria they cannot 
prevent this practice by one side or the 
other; but Hunghutzes escaping into Chinese 
jurisdiction have been severely punished. 
nternational law does not hold a Govern- 
ment responsible if private citizens en- 
list. 

SECOND. No Japanese instructors 
have been employed to drill troops in the 
North and Japanese as translators inthe 
college at Pactingfu before the war gave 
guaranties not to meddle in anything con- 
nected with the war,.as did the Russians 
employed in the schools and Customs. In- 
ternational law does not forbid neutrals 
re, 2 a Subjects of belligerents, and 
7 ligerents should respect such preroga- 

ve | 


: THIRD : 
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RI Upon complaint by the Russian 
Minister that Japanese used Miao Tao Is- 
lands as a base, thorough investigation 
proved charge unfounded. Chinese war 
vessels constantly patrolling report no 
Japanese. The charge that China sanction- 
ed such use is untri 

FOURTH . Russian Minister complained 
that contraband was shipped to ports held 
by Japanese. Clear instructions were sent 
to the Customs Service forbidding shipment 
of contraband to the seat of war and re- 
quiring guaranties. Owners of goods must 
bear responsibility for contraband seized 
by belligerents. China is not implicated. 
Similar complaints were received that con- 
traband was being shipped to Port Arthur. 
Investigation disclosed absolutely no proof. 
No permit has been issued by Chefoo Customs 
for any vessel to clear for Dalny, 

FIYTH. With regard to iron furnished 
to Japan from Hanyang: Government Shops 
Were not concerned in the transaction. A 
contract for ore between Chinese and Jap- 
anese merchants was made before the war and 
revised January-February, 1904; and, though 
Sheng was agent for the merchants, it was 
purely a commercial, not official, transac- 
tion. Russia, not classing pig iron as 
contraband, cannot call ore war material. 
It is not unlawful for neutrals to carry 
on ordinary business. 

It is not true that China is prepar- 
ing for military operations. The training 
of an efficient army is a question of inter- 
nal administration for the maintenance of. 
domestic peace. It is the custom of all 
civilized countries. 

Chinese Minister at Washington reports 
that Russian circular note declares that 
China favored Japan in the matter of the 
torpedo boat seized at Chefoo. Chinese 
Commander did not consent to but could not 
prevent the seizure. The proper Board 
has been ordered to determine his punish- 
ment, and the return of the boat has been 
demanded by China. No partiality has been 
shown, 

Throughout the war China has strictly 
adhered to her neutrality, which the bel- 
ligerents have repeatedly disregarded, put- 
ting her in a difficult position, as when 
Russia built bridges and quartered soldiers 
in villages west of the Liao River. Rus- 
Sians at Urga and near Hsin-min-tun forci- 
bly bought animals and provisions, illicit- 
ly shipping them to the seat of war, Much 
Russian ammunition was seized at Peitaiho, 
Kalgan and Fengtai, concealed in merchan- 
dise. The captain of a Russian torpedo 
boat, who was being sent from Chefoo to 


Shanghai, made his escape. 


The note received shows the concern 
of the American Government for the general 
welfare. China has observed strict neu- 
trality, without wavering, and has conformed 
to all requirements in the territory recog- 
nized by the Powers as neutral; and, as is 
admitted universally, the people have main- 
tained an extremely peaceful attitude. 

When a belligerent State makes base- 
less charges, going out of its way to rake 
up grievances, it probably has some ulterior 
design, such as to involve others in trou- 
ble and create embarrassment. What the 
design is, China cannot determine; but 
each State may draw its own conclusions. 

The American Government, in inquiring 
into the situation, is certainly animated 
by motives of justice, seeking not only 
welfare of China, but that of the whole 
world. 

(Signed) COOLIDGE. 


The full text of the answer is given in Enclosure 2. 
It subsequently appeared that a mistake was made in the 
name of one of the places given, which was rendered as 
Urga (which is Ku-lun) instead of Hsiao-ku-lun. This was 
corrected in the Legation telegram of January 25th as 
follows: 

Secstate, 

Washington. 


25th. My telegram of 22nd: Urea 
should be Hsiao-ku-lun, which is near Chao- 


yang. 


(Signed) COOLIDGE. 


I also tcok the responsibility of changing the word 
“Hainan” in your telegram of the 14th to "Hanyang". 

The Chinese Government appears to be sincerely grate- 
ful for the favorable opportunity thus given it to refute 
the Russian charges which, coming at this time, caused 
great alarm as they seemed to be ‘dnbented to prepare the 
way for arbitrary action by the Baltic fleet upon its 


arrival in Chinese waters. 


ade 


Dm. 


NM 
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The answer of the Chinese Government was sent by Mr. 
Wu-ting-fang to Reuter's agent at practically the same 
time that it was sent to this Legation. The agent says 
that he did not use At, having no one by him who could 
translate it, and sent it back by request on Sunday after- 
noon, To whom else it may have been sent in the same way, 
I do not know; but any news agent who received it, caring 
more for promptness than accuracy of translation and not 
being under the necessity of using a cipher, could have 
transmitted it for publication many hours before my tele- 
gram was forwarded. The Chinese text, in a somewhat con- 
densed form, also appeared in Yuan Shih-k'ai's official 
journal in Tientsin on Monday, and a translation was 
in the foreign papers on the following day. There was 
this difference, however, that the version given out was 
stated to be China's reply to the Powers; also, the sug- 
gestion that each nation could judge for itself the mo- 
tives of Russia's action was omitted. 

From the tenor of the reply, with its many references 
to international law, I should judge that Wu-ting-fang 
played a conspicuous part in its preparation; and his de- 
sire to have it promptly published may have been actuated 
more by vanity than malice. In any case, he is not to 
be trusted. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


rb. Lordrur. rote, c. 
/ be a sin teas ? 


2 enclosures: 


Mr. Coolidge to Prince Ch'ing, January 16, 1905. 
Fe cplaiey, Boutin 4 ? ~ fee ei dal January 21, 1905, 


pat be aie elma Wreatitcn 4 Th GLI) oc Sah ‘ae a eg 
Seth IS wicks 3 sas on Oke ‘ ¥- rae: ; 
adie nk Se, OS ee ‘ Pt ak ee 
he Bhs | To” Ss CR en ae ae Teale 
ea le ; } A 7, ¥} ; 


Res %, eset J 0th eB Bias . 
saan ae Ss Fasten wa) L wes 
re a yee Las Dae be 
eS. a, as J 2 oe 
Bhs, 
Ral . 
oak 
aby: 
(uae : 
2 
t Rae 
a a; "ee 
7 a 
: ba bi 
f te 
“ 
- : er 
. : 


Enclosure No. / In Despatch No. /$00 : 
(F.0,No.762.) a 
Mr. Coolidge to Prince Ch' ing. 


-— -— St oe ot ee 


> LO OE aa ip Pt in, Ss nd . - 


AMERICAN LEGATION, 
PEKING, 


January 16, 1905. 


‘Your Imperial Sintinse: 

I have the honor to announce thas I have received a 
telegram from my Government directing me to advise you 
that it has been officially represented to the United 
States that China has failed to conform with her obliga- 
tions as a neutral power in the present unfortunate 


crisis, The alleged infringements of neutrality are, 


lst. The enlistment of Hunghutzes by Japanese, 


2nd. The employment of Japanese instructors to 
prepare Chinese armies. 


ord. The use of the Miao Tao Islands by Japan, 


4th, The exportation of contraband from Che- 
foo to Dalny. 


Sth. The cast iron furnished to Japan by the 
Hanyang government shops, 


‘It is further alleged that China is making serious 


prep al ations to take part in military operations. | 
| I am directed to inform you that the American Gov- 
ernment earnestly hopes that China will scrupulously ob~ 
serve neutral obligations, any departure from which would 
seriously embarrass not only China, but also the Powers 
whose strong desire it is to limit the area of hostili~ 
ties. 
I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 
y« ariel Sighaees the assurance of my highest consideration 
John Gardner Coolidge, 
Chargé d'Affaires. 


al Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
83 esi mt } of the Board of rie Affairs. 
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Enclosure No, 2 In Despatch No. /300 
(F.0,No.795. ) 
Despatch from Prince Ch'ing to Hon. J. G, 
Coolidge, Charge d'Affaires, replying to 


his despatch of January 16th, in re alleged 
infringement of neutrality by China. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 
16th instant of your despatch saying that you had receiv- 
ed a telegram from your Government directing you to advise 
me that it had been officially represented to the United 
States Government that China had failed to conform with 
her obligations as a neutral Power in the present unfor~ 
tunate crisis, and that according to the representations 
made, there are five alleged infringements of neutrality 
made by China. 

This is a matter of great concern to China. The 
statements made in your despatch have been officially com- 
municated to me by His Excellency, the Russian Minister, 
and have been refuted by. my Board, as the records show, 

I will now, however, make a plain and detailed statement 
of the case, which I hope your Honorable Government will 


I, As to the enlistment of Hunghutzes in Manchuria 


by the Japanese:- The Russians were the first to raise 


‘ troops among these Manchurian rebels and to form them 


into companies, In the fourth Moon of the present year 
(May-June, 1904) a Russian Commander of a garrison, named 


Ma-ta-li-to-fu, and a cashiered Chinese Major named 


: Ch’ i Ya-ch'un, with troops enlisted from among the Hung- 
‘hutzes, attacked some Japanese soldiers; s0 the enlist- 
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ment of bandits as soldiers was begun by the Russians. 
If it is now asserted that these rebels follow the Japan- 


ese, and receive Wages and supplies from them, it is only 


a case of a belligerent Power herself employing soldiers. 
Moreover, Chinese soldiers cannot advance into the war 
zome of Manchuria, and under these circumstances it is 
difficult to forbid this practice to one side and not 

to the other. 

As to the matter that these Hunghutzes have sometimes 
escaped into Chinese jurisdiction, the Chinese local cf-~- 
ficials have frequently searched for and arrested them, 
and punished them severely; certainly no assistance has 
ever been given. According to International Law, if a 
subject of a neutral Power =~ be he an ordinary citizen 
or a retired military or civil officer == goes, in a pri- 
vate capacity, to assist in the war, his own country does 
not assume any responsibility for hin. The Chinese of- 


ficials, therefore, are not in any way at fault. 


II. As to the complaint that our Government has em- 
ployed Japanese as instructors in drilling the Chinese 
troops: - There have been no Japanese employed as instruc- 
tors for the troops drilled in the north. At the mili- 
tary school in Pacting Fu there are some Japanese who 
act as Snterpreters in arranging and translating books, 
who were employed before the Russo-Japanese war began; 
and when war broke out, a guarantee was required of them 
that they would not meddle in any affair appertaining to 
the war, This is the same requirement that was made of 
the Russians who were employed in our schools and in the 
Customs. International Law does not forbid the employment 
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: of subjects of a belligerent nation by a neutral Power. 
Moreover, the employment of the men in the administration 
of her affairs is no more than a neutral government's own 
prerogative; belligerent Powers should respect this and 


not interfere with it. 


III, As to the complaint that the Chinese Govern- 
ment has allowed the use of the Miao Tao Islands by Japan:- 
I received a despatch some time ago from the Russian Min- 
ister formally complaining that the Japanese were using 
these islands as a base. My Board knew nothing of the 
matter and biseibehndy <alecreshed to the Superintendent 
of Trade for the North, directing him to make a thorough 
investigation, He replied stating that he had repeatedly 
ordered the Prefect of Teng-chou to send extra naval guards 
to each of the Miao Tao Islands, with instructions to in~ 
vestigate the matter thoroughly and secretly, but that 
there was no evidence of any operations on the part of a 
belligerent Power. Within the last year, the ships 
Hai-ch'i, Hai-ch'en, and Hai-jung, have been constantly 
stationed for police duty among the various islands of the 
Miao Tac group, and they have all reported that eferything 
is a8 quiet and peaceful as usual. Recently the police 
boat Ching-hai brought back a report from the islands to 
the effect that there were no Japanese there at all, nor 
any trace of war ships. The Russian Minister merely 
heard some rumors, of which there is no proof whatever. 

As to the charge that the Chinese Government sanctioned 
the use of the islands, this is still more without founda- 
tion, | , | 

IV. As to the exportation of contraband of war from 
Chefoo to Dalny:+ Chefoo is a port very near to the war 
zone, My Board recently received a despatch from the 


Russian 
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faniM nister to the effect that a steamer from Chefoo 
FE went straight to Ch'ingniwa and Takushan. My Board 
Bo finds that orders had alree 


been sent to the Customs 


. Houses to the effect that in time of war contraband goods 
could not be shipped to the seat of War, and that a guar- 
antee must be required by the Customs; and that then, if 

‘seized by a belligerent the responsibility would rest with 
the owner of the goods, and China would not be concerned, 
While Port Arthur held out, reports were constantly circu~- 
lated that contraband was being shipped to that port. 
These rumors were just the same as those about the goods 
shipped to Ch'ingniwa and Takushan. Orders were given 
to the High Officials to investigate the matter thoroughly, 
but absolutely no proof whatever of the charges was found. 
As to the charge that people have shipped contraband of 
war from Chefoo to Dalny, we find upon investigation that 
not a single vessel has sailed from Chefoo for that port, 


nor have the Customs issued a single permit for that 


purpose. 


VV. As to the statement that cast iron has been 
furnished to Japan by the Hanyang Government Shops:- 
My Board finds that the mines in Ta-Yeh Hsien (Hupeh) are 
operated by merchants and the ore shipped by merchants; 
and that the business has nothing to do with the Hanyang 
Government Shops. In the 26th Year of Kuanghsti (1900-1) 
the contract was revised because the merchants borrowed 
capital from the Japanese Bank “Hsing Yeh", as payment in 
advance for ore, This agreement was arranged and settled 
in the llth Moon (January-February, 1904). The Viceroy, 
Chang Chih-tung, had not heard of it before. His Excel~ 
Lency- Sheng is the seent of these mining merchants, and 
eo there 
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there is nothing at all official in the affair. The 
Chinese Government gave no official sanction to it; it is 
entirely a commercial transaction, and the contract, more~ 
over, was drawn up before the Russo-Japanese war began, 
According to International Law, crude iron is not classed 
as contraband of war, nor is crude iron included in the 
list of contraband made out py Russia at the beginning of 
the war, In fact, this is unsmelted iron ore, and had 
not yet been made into crude iron; so it is certainly not 


to be classed as material used for purposes of war, There 


cam be nothing improper in the carrying on of its usual 
business by a neutral country. As to the allegation 


that China is preparing to take part in military opera 
tions:~ This is still more astonishing, The preparation 
of military stores and the drilling of troops is an af- 
fair of our own internal administration and for the preser- 
vation of internal peace. What civilized country in the 
world does not do the same thing? How can it be sus-~- 
pected that China will take part in this war? 

A telegram has been received from His Excellency 
Liang Cheng, Minister at Washington, saying that in the 
circular note from Russia, among the matters specially 
enumerated was this, that in the matter of the loss of 
the torpedo boat, partiality was shown to the statements 
of Japan. My Board finds that in the case of the tor- 
pedo boat at Chefoo, the affair occurred unexpectedly, and 
the Chinese Commander, Sa, was unable to prevent it, It 
Was by no means done with his consent. The said Commander 
has already bane. handed over to the proper Board that a 
suitable penalty may be imposed upon him, and a despatch 
has been sent to the Japanese Minister demanding the re~ 
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turn of the Russian torpedo boat. Although the case is 
not yet settled, China certainly has been wing every ef- 
fort in the matter, This all can see and all can learn. 
Not the slightest partiality has been shown to Japan in 
any instance, Since the Russo-Japanese war began, China 
has observed strict neutrality; whereas the belligerent 
Powers have repeatedly invaded her rights, with the re~ 
sult that China has been placed in many difficulties. 

We merely publish a few items:- Russia built bridges and 
quartered soldiers in villages west of the Liao River. 
Russians at Heieo+k'u-lun and in the neighborhood of 
Sin-min+tun forcibly bought animals and provisions, and 
illicitly shipped them away for use in the war, Russian 
ammunition in great quantity was seized at Peitaiho, Kal~ 
gan, and Fengtai, which was concealed in baled goods, and 
was being unlawfully shipped contrary to regulations. 

The Captain of a Russian torpedo boat who was being sent 


from Chefoo to Shanghai, made his escape at Wusung. There 


have been many occurrences of this sort which have cer~ 


tainly put China in a difficult position. 


Your Excellency's despatch, stating that your Govern- 


ment earnestly hopes that China will scrupulously observe 
| neutral obligations, any departure from which would seri~ 
ously embarrass not only China, but also the Powers whose 
strong desire it is to limit the area of hostilities, 
shows very plainly your Government's interest in the gen-~ 
eral welfare. 

China has strictly adhered to neutrality, without 
wavering, and has faithfully observed those regulations 
which a neutral Power ought to observe. In all places 
recognized by the Powers as neutral territory, she has 
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scrupulously kept the requirements. The people, also, 
have maintained an extremely peaceful attitude, which 
fact the world has long recognized. When a belligerent 
State makes baseless charges, especially when it goes out 
of its way to rake up grievances, it probably has some 
ulterior purpose, such as to involve others in trouble 
and create embarrassment. What this purpose is, China 
paiee determine, but every civilized State may fairly 
draw its own conclusions. 

Your honorable Government by its thorough inquiry 
into the facts will certainly be able to secure justice, 
which will be not only for China's welfare, but for the 
benefit of the whole world, It beetles my duty to send 
this reply to Your Excellency's despatch, and I trust 
you will transmit the information to the Department of 
State, for which I will be truly grateful. 


A necessary despatch. 
Kuanghsti XXX Year, 12th Moon, 16th Day. 


(January 2lst, 1905.) 
(SEAL) 
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Subject: 


German Minister becomes dean of the diplo- 


matic corps on departure of Austrian Minister. 
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January 27, 1905, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
ecretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to report that on January 25rd last 
the Minister of Austria-Hungary, the Doyen of the Diplo- 
matic Corps, being about to return home on leave, turned 
over the decanate with its archives and the Bon Global 
to the German Minister, His Excellency the Baron de Mumm. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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January 28, 1905. 


a Mr, Coolidge to the Secretary of State. : : 
mou Subject: ; 
Receipt of Instruction No. 865 of December 5, 
i oe enclosing copies of drafts of proposed im- 
a migration treaty between United States and 
hina. 
pene Gea ee | CPIEF CLERK, _ 
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Depart- 
ment Instruction No. 865 of December 5th, transmitting 
copies of the draft offered by the Chinese Minister to the 
Department on August 12th, and the counter-draft sent in : 
return on November 29th, of a proposed treaty between the 
United States and China, relating to immigration between 
the two countries, as a substitute for the treaty which 
terminated on December 7th last. 

I fear that the suggested method of investigation 
by American officials in Chinese ports may meet with a 
certain amount of opposition. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Charge d'Affaires. 
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ecretary of State. 


oe Subject: 

ce Trade Mark Regulations, status of; enclos | 
ing copies of correspondence of Japanese 

: Legation and Foreign Office on subject. 
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EGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 28, 1905, 


: | To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

Continuing the subject of my No. 1788 of January 7th 
with regard to the Trade Mark imbroglio, I have the honor 
to transmit herewith copies of correspondence between the 


Japanese Chargé d'Affaires and the Foreign Office which 


EPSTEIN LEN LI PLOEE I 


I have obtained since the date of my last despatch. 


They were not sent to this Legation as stated in the 
Chinese note of January 10th, but were printed by the 
Wai Wu Pu and distributed among the protesting Ministers : 


AS LRA TORU 


The same course was pursued in the case of Mr. Conger's 
note of December 29th and the reply, which were forwarded 
to the Department in No. 1788 as sub-enclosures No. 2 and 
No. 3. 

~ Nothing more has been dome up to the present, as the 
new projects of the opponents of the original measure are 
still unformulated. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


* 


Your obedient servant, 
eetzol, 


Charge d'affaires. 
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_ Enclosures: 
Mr. Matsui to the Foreign Office, Dec. 51, 1904. 
The Foreign Office to Mr. Matsui, Jan. 10, 1905. 
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“Enclosure No. / In Despatch Wo. 1G oO, 


Mr. Matsui to Wei Wu Pu. 


Sl Dec. 04, 


Your Highness: 

With reference to the amendment of the Chinese Trade 
Marks Regulations, I recently sent Mr. Tei to Your High~ 
ness' Board to enquire precisely how matters then stood. 
His Excellency Na T'ung showed Mr. Tei the notes of 
Their Excellencies the Austro-Hungarian, German, British, 
French, and Italian Ministers to the Board, together with 
copy of the Board's reply, and also gave him friendly ex- 
planations. Having learnt att, I. communicated it by 
telegraph to my Government, and have now received in- 
structions to the following effect: 

"The Imperial Government have already publicly noti- 
fied throughout the country the date for the bringing in- 
to force of the Chinese Trade Marks Regulations, for the 


information of Japanese subjects, and caused them to get 


ready to present applications. A considerable number of 


applications for registration have already been presented, 


and it is therefore extremely difficult to agree to a 


n ment of the date for bringing the regulations 
into foree. In view however of the difficult position 
in which the Chinese Ministers find themselves, some 
alterations in accordance with the annexed memorandum 
might be introduced into the regulations. This, with- 
out being an assent to postponing the enforcement of the 
regulations, would have the effect of a postponement for 


nine months. When proposals have been submitted from 


other quarters embodying alterations which may be desired, 
they 
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they can be considered, and if found to be unobjection- 


vernmment desire to bring about a settlement of this 
question and are willing to make the concession above- 
mentioned, but further 


n this they canmot go. ou 


should accordingly inform the Chinese Government that in 
this question of postponement the Imperial Government can 
not make any further concession than this." 


I therefore have the honour to bring these views of 
my Government to the knowledge of Your Highness and Your 


Excellencies. 


I avail etc. 
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Trade Marks which have been publicly used in China 


prior to the commencement of its functions by the Regis- 
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tration Office, and which have not been deposited in ac- 
; - eordance with the foregoing paragraph, may be registered 


Saye oh Hag tarsal: bie Wig Gee 


on application being made according to the provisions of 
these Regulations, within nine months from the time when 
the Registration Office begins its functions, and such 


application shall be considered valid, 
Applications for registration shall be considered 
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valid in respect to any trademarks, which, prior to the 
commencement of its functions by the Registration Office, 
may have been protected by Proclamation of the Chinese 
local authorities, if such application be made in accord~ 
ance with the provisions of these regulations within a 
period of nine months from the time when the Registration 
Office begins its functions, 

Applications for registration of trademarks recog~ 
nized by this rule as valid, shall not be affected by any 
other rules but may be registered nine months after the | | 


bringing into force of these regulations. 


“Sule $6. Six months to ve altered to nine months. 
Rule 27 to be amended as follows: During nine 


months from the date of bringing into operation of these 
regulations, the term of six months mentioned in Rule 5 
shall also be extended to nine months," 

Rule 28. Omit... 


(The alterations have been made for the Japanese) 
| text of this Note, 
E.S.. 
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10 January 1905, 


Sir: 


...—sdIm reply to your Note of the 3lst Dec: on Yne 
subject of the Trade Marks Regulations, we have the honour 


to state that we are now e ged in consulting with the 
various Foreign Representatives regarding these Regula-~ 
ions, and any modifications to be introduced must of 
course be mutually considered. When such points are 
found to be unobjectionable by all conce:‘ned they can 
then be definitely adopted. Our chief desire is to ar- 
rive at a speedy and satisfactory settlement of the ques-~ 
tion, in the interests of commerce. 

We are communicating copy of your Note to all tihe 
Foreign Representatives in Peking and when we receive 
their replies we shall not fail to communicate further 
with you on this subject. 

We avail etc. 
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ew Province created by division of Provime 


of Kiangsu by Imperial Edict enclosed. 


ION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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January 50, 1905, 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C, 
Sir: 

I have the honor to enclose a translation of an inm- 

. portant decree published on January 27th creating a new 
province, to be Called Kiang-huai, by the division of the 
former province of Kiang-su. A very interesting explana- 
tory note by the Chinese Secretary is appended. 

As for the possible political reasons for this change, 
some Chinese state that, owing to the great increase in the 
number and activity of secret societies in the northern 
part of Kiangsu, it was deemed advisable to establish a 
center of government there, 

A more likely explanation, in my opinion, is that 
foreign interests and influence have become so very great f 
in Shanghai and its neighborhood that the Chinese Govern- 
ment desires to circumscribe them by reducing the province 
affected to the smallest possible dimensions. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


= | TeeN : ‘ : 
; a, | Charge d'Affaires. 
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Enclosure No,— In Despateoh No, /# 0 aK 


Division of Kiangsu Province and the 
creation of a new Province from its north- 
ern Prefectures to be called the Province | 


<paachaten | from the Peking Gazette of 
January 27, 1905, 


§ - a 
: ee 


The Bureau of National Administration has reported 
after due consideration in favor of a change in the title 
and duties of the Director General of Grain Transport. 


The region of Kiang-pei (i.e. north of the Yangtze 


aig) is an extensive tract and of right requires to be 
douhly guarded. In the reign of Shun-chih (A.D. 1644 - 
1662) a change was made and a Director aaneus of Grain 
Transport appointed, who united with his other duties the 
discharge of certain functions pertaining to the office of 
Provincial Governor, At present, transport (of Imperial 
supplies) by the Grand Canal has entirely ceased, 

Let a change be made at once therefore and let him 
be made Governor of Kiang-huai, and let authority be con- 
ferred upon him to control (this region) that he may have 
real duties corresponding to his title. Thus the region 
over which he has been stationed will be his province and 
the four prefectures Kiang-(ning), Huai-(an), and Yang- 


ee 


and Bei~hon, ‘all of which have been under the jurisdic-~ ie 


a), with the two andependent departments, T'ung-chou, 


tion of the Kiang-ning Treasurer, will be under the con- 
trol of this Governor of Kiang-huai,. But the Vicosay 

of the Two Kiang will still have joint jurisdiction, each 
having his own -aneeiei responsibilities. As for the reo- 
mainder of the memorial, let its proposals be adopted, 
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ae ‘While the Grand Canal remained the chief artery of | 
Pe 4 
ee commerce between the northern and southern provinces and 4 


the tribute rice and other Imperial supplies were sent 
by that channel to Peking, the office of Director General 
of Grain Transport was a very important and lucrative one. 


His title corresponded with that of a Viceroy, but he was 


jak Sa Regt Ba Te 


made to rank with a Provincial Governor, He had a very 
large organization under his control, including a special 
military force, His administration, however, had to do 
only with the matter of estimating the acreage of grain 
planted and with the collection of the portion belonging 

to the State. His headquarters were at Hust ~an Fu on the 
Grand Canal and this place, it appears, will be his capital 
under the new arrangement. 

With the advent of steamers, a larger proportion of 
the tribute rice has each year been sent by sea, This 
has been made more necessary by the condition of the Canal 
in its northern portion, where navigation has become very 
difficult. Steps were taken in 1900 to abolish this cum- 
bersome and expensive system of transport, but the office 
of Director General panties: His pickings have evident- 
ly become very lean, and, as he has the rank of Governor, 


he is now to be made Governor in reality, To the oute- 


sider, however, it seems like adding a fifth wheel to a 
wagon, : The region organized into the new province ies 
for the most part north of the Yangtze River, but includes 
also the rich and important prefecture of Kiang-ning, that 
in which Nanking is situated, The greater part of the 
province of Kiangsu is thus cut off, but its population is 
probably less than that of the section left under the old 
none. : 
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A large tract is covered with salt marshes, and the 
most important Salt administration in the Empire is that 
of the Huai, with headquarters at Huai-an Fu, The region 
along the Yangtze, however, is a most fertile one, and its 
numerous cities and towns are connected by fine canals 
which for a perfect network of waterways in the district. 
lying between the Grand Canal and the sea, Rice, wheat 
and cotton are grown in great abundance, and cotton is 
manufactured inte cloth at the city of Shih-chen, Yang- 
chou (commonly written Yangchow) is the most important 
city in the new province exce;t Nanking. Hsti-chou Fu is 
noted for its poppy cultivation; the finest opium in the 
Empire comes from this Prefecture; and it is the revenue 
derived from its taxation that is to be hypothecated with 
that of Szechuen as security for the Whangpoo River im- 
provements according to the new proposals of the Chinése 
Government. There is mo open port except Nanking in the 
new Province, This region has been under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Kiang-ning Treasurer (i.e., at Nanking) for 
all fiscal purposes; and the Treasurer apparently still 
remains as Treasurer of the new Province. The present 
Director General of Grain Transport is but ‘an Acting in- 
cumbent.. He is a Manchu, named En-shou, and in 1901 was 
Governor of Kiangsu. 

There may be seh staned reasons of weight fcr this divé 
jsion of the Province of Kiangsu, but one can only surmise 
what they are, Foreign interests, as is well known, are 
very large and important. As will be seen, the new Prov- 
ince still remains in-the jurisdiction of the Viceroy at 
Nanking, who will thus have control of four provinces. 
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ebruary 1, 1905. 
| BUREAU F- 
_ Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. A 


ubject: 
ransmitting Minutes of the meeting of the Re- 
“ resentatives of the Powers signatory of the Proe 
ocol held on December 14, 1904. 


CHIEF CLERK, 
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mn Be, 
A <: 


= 
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February 1, 1905, 


| Zo the Honorable 
| | John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
: “Washington, D. Cc. 
Sir: : 
= . Referring to Legation despatch No. 1773 of December 
24th last, I have the honor to transmit herewith duplicate 
copies of the minutes of a meeting of the Representatives 
of the Powers signatory of the Protocol, held on December 
14, 1904. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ae e 


_ Enclosures ae stated. 
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Réunion des Représantants des Puissances signataires du Protocole final 
en date du 14 Décembre 1904. 


La Séance a lieu @ 10 heures du matin a la Légation d’Autriche-Hongrie sous la Preési- 
dence de Son Excellence le Baron Czikann de Wahlborn, Ministre d’Autriche-Hongrie, 
Doyen du Corps Diplomatique. 

Sont également présents : LL. EE. M. Conger, Ministre des Etats-Unis ; Le Baron de 
Mumm, Ministre d’Allemagne ; Sir Ernest Satow, Ministre de Grande-Bretagne ; M. Lessar, 
Ministre de Russie ; M. Dubail, Ministre de France ; le Jonkherr van Citters, Ministre des 
Pays-Bas ; M. de Gaiffier, Ministre de Belgique ; M. Baroli, Ministre d’Italie ; M. de Carcer, 
Chargé d’Affaires d’ Espagne ; M, Matsui, Chargé d’Affaires du Japon. 

Le Doyen. La premiére question que nous devons examiner est celle de l'indemnité. M. de 
Gaiffier qui a eu l’amabilité de s’occuper plus spécialement de cette affaire est prét a nous faire 
aujourd’bui un exposé documenté de la question. 

M. de Gaiffier. A la date du 14 Octobre, le Wai wou pou nous a communiqué ses pro- 
positions : le Gouvernement chinois consentait 4 reprendre le paiement en or a partir du 
{* Janvier 1905 moyennant trois conditions : 

{° fixation mensuelle du taux du change d’aprés la moyenne du mois précédent. 

2° remise des intéréts des sommes actuellement en retard, lesquelles seraient immédiate- 
ment payées. 

3° faculté d’anticipation de paiement sur les semestres, en cours, avec déduction des 
intéréts pour les sommes ainsi payées d’avance. 

Il convenait de s‘enquérir d’abord du sacrifice approximatif auquel les Puissances consen- 
tiraient en acceptant ces propositions ; a la demande de M. Lessar, j'ai prié le Wai wou pou de 
dresser le tableau des sommes que le Gouvernement Impérial était disposé & payer. Ce tableau 
nous a été remis, mais les 9.000.000 de taéls représentant les arrérages du 2™° semestre 1901 
n'y figuraient pas. J’ai donc demandé au Wai wou pou de préparer un nouveau tableau. Ila été 
soumis & mes honorables collégues le lendemain. Il en résulte que la Chine s’engage, si ses pro- 
positions sont acceptees, a payer aux Puissances pour couvrir tous les déficits une somme 


de £. 1.032.000. D’aprés les calculs qui ont été faits les créances des Puissances au 1* Janvier 


se monteraient en totalité : 4 1.442, 325 livres sterl. 

Ce chiffre n'est pas absolument fixé, les télégrammes recus par plusieurs d’entre nous de 
leurs délégués financiers ve sont pas concordants, d’autre part, le taux du change pour le mois 
de Décembre n’est pas encore arrété : 

Les conditions faites par la Chine doivent-elles avoir un effet rétroactif ? Dans le compte 
qui nous a été présenté par le Wai wou pou, elles sont appliquées pour le passé. 

La perte qui résulterait pour les Puissances de leur acceptation se monterait, 2 409, 920 
livres st., dont 273.460, provenant de la fixation du change d’aprés le cours moyen. 
| — 81.900, de la déduction des intéréts sur les sommes versées par anticipation. 

— 53.560, de l’abandon de l’intérét sur les arriérés. 

Le tableau que nous avons demandé au Wai wou pou, n’a d'autre but que de fixer les bases 
de notre discussion sur les concessions que nous voudrions faire 4 la Chine, et sur les conseé- 
quences financiéres que nos concessions entraineraient pour nos Gouvernements. 

Un des points les plus délicats sur lesquels nous ayons a nous mettre d’accord est le mode 
qu'il conviendrait d'adopter pour Ja fixation du taux du change 

Il n’existe pas 4 Shanghai de cours officiel, chaque banque fixe le iia du taél d’aprés le 
cours de l’argent et le montant du courtage qu ‘elle entend prélever. 

On pourrait prendre la moyenne des cours donnés par les diverses Banques ; des délégués 
des Banquiers et des chinois se mettraient d’accord. 

M. Dubail. Jamais une banque ne donnera son cours réel. Je mets en fait que si nous avions 
demandé aux Banquiers de nous montrer leurs livres pour ce qui est des opérations faites 
jusqu’ici au compte de nos Gouvernements, ils s’y seraient refusés. 

de Mumm.—D’aprés les indications fournies, il y a quelque temps, par M. Hillier, 
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les pertes se monteraient 4 470. 000 livres toclina: Ce chiffre ne coincide pas ayec le télégram- 

me du délégué allemand, aux termes duquel la totalité des sommes dies aux Puissances au 31 

Décembre, y compris les arrérages du 3° semestre 1901, et en supposant payée, d’autre part, la 

mensualité du mois de Décembre, se monterait a 1. 428. 000 #. Ce qui ferait ressortir la perte 

supportée par les Puissunces a : 395. 600. 4, 

: M. de Gaiffier. La conversion du taél a été faite 4 Shanghai a 2.8 et 1/8 et a 2. 7 ” 
a Pékin. ) 

Le Baron de Mumm. I! vaut mieux prendre le taux actuel. 

Et ce qui concerne la question de la fixation du taux du change, je partage |’avis de 
M. Dubail. 11 me semble en outre difficile de donner, ace point de vue, le méme poids aux voix deg 
divers délégués. La chose a été discutée il y a 3 ans, et on a décideé de tenir compie du taux fixé 
par chaque banque proportionnellement a Pimportance relative dela somme que chacune doit 
toucher pour le compte de son Gouvernement. Les sommes percues par certain banquier ne 
représentent que 1°/, du total. 

Mon Gouvernement est favorable 4 une solution définitive des difficultés actuelles et consen- 
tirait 4 des sacritices pour la faciliter. Je n’ai pas regu encore dinstructions définitives. J’ai 
recommandé d’abandonner les intéréts sur les arriérés ; certainement nous serions en droit de les 
exiger, mais j'estime que nous pouvons en faire le sacrifice en vue d‘une solution * définitive 
pour l’avenir, 

En ce qui concerne le cours moyen, je reconnais qu'il est équitable de donner cette satifac- 
tion aux Chinois. Mais nous avons reconnu qu'il serait difficile den étabtic la base. 

ll est difficile d’admettre la remise de 4°/, d'intérét sur les versements mensuels fails par an- 
ticipation. Ii y a 2 ans j'ai été autorisé a consentir le 2°/, et j'ai donné des instruction au délégué 
allemand eu ce sens, d’autres puissances ayant insisté pour le taux de 4°/, il n’a été donné au- 
cune suite. Sans doute mon Gouvernement accepterait encore aujourd hui le taux du 2°/,. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Certaines puissances ont-elles vraiment insisté sur le taux de 4°/,. 

M. de Gaiffier. Oui et les Banquiers ont représenté que l’'argenten compte courant ne rap- 
portait que 2°/,. Ils se sont engagés a accorder cet intérét de 2°/, sur la balancé journaliére du 
compte courant de la Commission ; ils ont considéré les sommes ainsi obtenues comme la pro- 
priété, avant d’étre repartie, de la Commission conjointement et aprés répartition des différeats 
délégués séparemént, comme trustees de leur Gouvernement. 

Dans le cas ot' un des Gouvernements ne rélamerait pas Vintérét de son délégué, celui-ci 
serait libre de le retourner a la banque réceptrice. C'est ainsi que nos délégués se sont mis d'ac- 
cord dans leur 13™¢* séance. En fait, cet argent a passé dans les caisses des banques. 

M: Dubail. Les Banques ont fait d’assez belles affaires avec l'indemnité, on pourrait leur 
réeclamer le montant de ces interéts. | 

M. Lessar. Je crois que mon Gouvernement irait jusqu’a 2°/,. Mais je ne comprends pas 
comment les Chinois prétendent toucher l'intérét de leurs versements mensuels alors qu ils 
reconnaissent lexistance d’arriérés dont ils demandent a ne pas payer les intéréts. 

Sir Ernest Satow. O'est une question de comptabilité. Sur le tableau figurent, d’un cété les 
sommes versées, de l'autre, les sommes dues, ce sont deux rapes au différents ; il est tenu comp- 
te des intéréts pour chacun d’eux séparément. 

M. Lessar et M. de Gaiffier. Les Chinois ont fait des avances et voudraient qu’il leur fat tenu 
compte des intéréts de ces avances, d’autre part, ils ont des déficits et voudraient ne pas payer 
d'intéréts sur leurs arriérés. Ils nous demandent une double concession. 

M. Dubail. Nous n’avriverons jamais 4 une entente sur les détails, il vaut mieux demander 
i nos Gouvernements, s’ils veulent consentir 4 un sacrifice, et quel en serait le montant. 

M. de Gaiffier. Ii faudra bien pourtant dresser un tableau. 

M. Dubail. Je n’en vois pas la nécessité, moyennant une somme fixée, nous donverions 
quittus au Gouvernement Chinois. ) 

Le Jonkheer van Citters. Ce serait plus pratique. 

M. Dubail. Mais il reste 4 examiner l’arrangement a faire pour l'avenir. 

Sir Ernest Satow. La Chine a enfin reconnu qu'elle doit payer l'indemnité en or conformé- 
meut au texte de l’article 6 du Protocole. Elle offre donc de rembourser les différences dues sur 
les versemeuts effectués jusqu’a la fin de l'année actuelle, et & payer intégralement en or a 
partir de 1905. Elle subordonne cette offre 4 deux conditions, a savoir que dorénavant le taux de 
change soit calculé sur le cours moyen du mois qui précéde chaque versement, et qu’un accomple 
i raison de 4 pour cent par an soit déduit des versements anticipatifs. En outre, elle demande 


cv — 


que ces deux conditions soient appliquées rétroactivement pour calculer le montant des différen- 
ces & rembourser et qu’elle soit affranchie de la totalité des interéts sur les différences a la fin de 
chaque semestre pendant ces trois années. 

On se heurte ici & une question quelque peu difficile 4 résoudre. Quel est « le taux moyen » 
du mois, ou plutét comment peut-on obienir le taux du jour. Dans une lettre du 17 Novembre 
que S. E. le Ministre de Belgique a prié le Doyen de faire circuler, il nous demande si, en 
l’absence d'un taux de change officiel on devrait adopter celui d’un des établissements financiers 
de Shanghai, ou celui qui est publié dans les journaux locaux. Pour des raisons qu’il est inutile de 
spécifier, le premier des deux est inadmissible ; quant au second je me demande quel est parmi les 
nombreux journaux de Changhai celui que l’on choisirait pour y puiser les informations que l'on 
recherche ? Il y a cependant une donnée sur laquelle repose le cours adopté pour chaque ban- 
que, c'est le prix du métal blanc a Londres, télégraphié journellement partout. Je serais d'avis 
done de prendre pour base de ce calcul, le prix de Vargent sur le marché principal européen, 
lequel se trouve actuellement a Londres. Dans l'avenir, il pourra se déplacer 4 Paris, 4 Berlin 
ou autre part. 

Pour les paiemeots futurs le plus simple serait de suivre le méme systéme de calcul que 
pour les arriérés. En ce qui concerne l’intérét mensuel sur les versements anticipatifs la majorité 
des Puissances a déja reconnu que ce n’était que juste de faire cette concession a la Chine. 
Ceci résulte d'une lacune dans le Protocole, que nous désirons tous je crois, combler. Reste 
a décider quel sera le pourcentage a allover de ce chef. Puisque la demande de la Chine qu'il 
soit fixé 4 4 pour cent s’harmonis avec le taux adopté en général pour le paiement de l'indemnité, 
je serais prét a l'accorder si mes honorables collégues l’acceptaient a l unanimité. 

Voila pour l'avenir de |’indemnité. Pour le passé !’on nous demande trois choses : 

1° Que la Chine soit affranchie des intéréts sur les arriérés. 

2° Qu’on évalue de nouveau le. taux de Ja conversion pour les versements recus. 

3° Qu’on tienne compte des intéréts sur les versements mensuels. 

Je regarde la premiére comme une concession a faire afin de faciliter au Gouvernement 
Chinois sa tache de faire agréer par les Antorités Provinciales le paiement de l’indemnité en or. 
Je suis convaincu que tous les négoviateurs étrangers sans exception ainsi que les Fonctionnaires 
chinois qui étaient désignés pour discuter les hases avec « la Commission pour le paiement des 
indemnités » ont voulu stipuler le paiement en or, et 4 mes yeux le texte du Protocole est clair. 
En méme temps, il est regrettable que les Puissances n’aient pu trouver le moyen d’en exprimer 
le montant dans l'une des monnaies d'or reconnues par les centres financiers. Ce qui auraitl 

évité toute équivoque. On se rappellera qu'une proposition a cet effet a été soumise a la Con- 
- férence sans toutefois rencontrer un accueil unanime. | 

2° ll a été reconnu que les délégués des Puissances a la Commission des banquiers ont 

plusieurs fois fixé le taux de conversion au-dessous du prix que quelques uns d’entre eux au- 


raient accepté ; il en est résulté une perte sérieuse pour la Chine. Evidemment, ce ne sont pas 


les Gouvernements qui en ont profité, mais les banques, qui, de cette maniére, ont étéa méme 
de se procurer du « sy cee » a trés bon marché. Mais 4 mon avis, il faut regarder'les Gouver- 
nements comme responsables des actes de leurs délégués, puisqu’ils n’ont pas adopté des mesures 
propres & empécher des opérations de ce genre. Obtempérer a cette demande du Gouvernement 
Chinois me parait un simple acte de justice. 

8° Le Protocole a stipulé les versements mensvels dans Je but d’éviter la baisse de I’ar- 
gent qui serait provoquée tous les six mois par une demande exagérée de traites sur |'étranger 
tandis que la somme due a Ja fin de chaque semestre, si elle était répartie en six versements 
produirait une perturbation bien moins redoutable. La suite Jogique aurait été une stipulation 
pour la couversion, mensuelle, avec un accompte en faveur de la Chine. En effetsi cet argent 
avait é!é partagé réguliérement entre les Gouvernements, ceux-ci auraient pu l’affecter a 
augmenter leurs balances au profit-évident des trésoreries respectives. Ce sont les banques au 
contraire, qui ont versé le « sy cee » dans leurs caisses, et |’ont employvé sur Je marché tout 
comme ratent déposé chezelles par leurs clients particuliers, Comme I’on sait, Vintérét sur 
fargent avancé par les banques est bien audessus de 4°/,, il atteint méme presque le double. A 
mon avis donc, accorder a la Chine Je retour de 4°/, sur les paiements mensuels serait tout au 
‘moins équitable. 

En résumé, des trois conditions posées par la Chine pour le réglement des arrérages, 

lune est une concession, la seconde serait un acte de justice, la troisiéme peut étre qualifiée de 
procédé éyuitable. 
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On nous a présenté plus d’un calcul fait dans le but de nous faire tonnaitre quel serait le 
sacrifice pécuniaire a faire par les Puissances, en échange du réglement -définitif de la question 
or ou argent qui s’est débattue depuis trois ans. Ces calculs sont fondés sur les comptes fournis 
par la Commission des Banquiers en Shanghai taéls. Mais comme a remarqué 8. E. le Ministre 
de Belgique dans sa note du 25 Novembre, ce ne sont pas des taéls Shanghai qu’on nous doit, 
mais des taéls du Protocole. En second lieu, il me semble que jusqu’é ce que nous ayons 
adopté les bases sur lesquelles le calcul sera fait, il nous sera impossible d’arriver au chiffre du 
sacrifice. En tout cas, comme les sommes que les Gouvernements seraient appelés 4 sacrifier 
sont d’une importance minime en comparaison de | avantage réel de régler cette question une 
fois pour toutes, j’estime que nous devrions nous entendre d’abord sur les principes quitte a 
confier le réglements des détails a des délégués techniques. Si non nous serons condamnés 
4 parcourir sans cesse un cercle vicieux. _ 

Je voudrais vous faire connaitre encore le contenu d'une lettre que M. Hillier m’a adressée 
au sujet du tableau Chinois le plus récent. 

Le premier tableau mis en circulation faisait ressor!ir une déduction de la somme réclamée 
de 470.000 ¢. Ce chiffre est réduit 4 390.000 ¢ sur le tableau Chinois. 

La méthode de calcul adoptée dans le second tableau aboutit donc a une perte pour la Chine 
et a un gain correspondant pour les Puissances de 80.000 @. 

Je n’attache pas plus d’importance qu’il ne convient 4 ces comptes, si nous étions @accord 
sur les principes il serait facile de nommer une commission pour les caleuls. Ces tableaux dif- 
férent sensiblement entre eux. 

M. de Gaiffier. A cause des taux de change. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Dans le tableau Chinois on s’est servi du taux de M. Hillier. Je ne pro- 
poserais pas d’ailleurs d’adopter le taux d’une bynque quelconque. La meilleure base serait, a 
mon avis le prix de l’argent sur le marché européen en y ajoutant ou en retrancbant selon qu’il 
sera nécessaire le montant du courtage. 

M. de Gaiffier. Ceci ne regarde-t-il pas plutot les délégués qui possédent une compétence 
technique. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Ce sont des banquiers. Ils n’ont jamais pu distinguver leurs intéréts 
comme banquiers de leurs devoirs comme délégués. 

M. de Gaiffier. Les délégués en dressant leur tableau ont inscrit le déficit en Shanghai 
taéls et les ont reportés ainsi d’un semestre al’autre. Depuis 1902 le taél a augmenté de 30 °/,. 
Si la Chine voulait aujourd hui payer ce déficit en or, il faudrait rectifier les comptes et fixer a 
nouveau la somme des déficits en or pour chaque échéance semestrielle. 

M. Dubail. Nous devons ignorer les comptes de banques en Shanghai taéls et demander des 
comptes en monnaies or ou en H. K. taéls du Protocole c’est-a-dire en taéls valant 3 frs. 75. 

Le Doyen. Je ne pense pas que |’ou puisse prendre un cours fixé pour le H. K. taél. Il doit 
étre calculé a chaque échéance. Le cours fixé a]'art. 6 du Protocole est celui du 1° Avril 1901. 
Ce n’est qu’une base adoptée pour le calcul de l’'indemnité. La Chine doit payer 4 chaque 
échéance d’aprés la valeur des diverses monnaies au jour de cette échéance. Le cours du_Pro- 
tocole n’a pas été établi pour l'avenir. 

M. Dubail. Je crois qu’il y a malentendu. L’équivalence notée a l'article 6 du Protocole 
a eu pour but de guider les Gouvernements dans la fixation du chiffre de lindemnité qu'il 
s’'agissait d'imposer 4 la Chine. Chaque Gouvernement doit recevoir 3 frs75,— si je prends 
«le franc » comme exemple — par H. K. taél stipulé au Protocole, et cela, quel que soit le 
cours de l’argent au moment des diverses échéances. 

Le Jonkheer van Citters. Fixons la somme que la Chine devra payer le 1** Janvier comme 
solde de ses arriérés — Nous ne sortirons pas de tous ces comptes. 

M. Dubail: Parfaitement, mais il faut estimer la perte qui en résulterait pour nos Gou- 
vernements. 

Le Jonkheer van Citters : Chacun peut le faire pour son compte. 

M. Lessar: Le sacrifice qu’on nous demande me parait trop grand. 

Sir Ernest Satow: La remise des intéréts sur les arriérés est une concession que nous 
pouvons trés bien ne pas consentir si nous nous mettons d’accord sur les deux autres question, 
celle de la fixation du taux moyen et celle des intéréts sur les versements anticipés. 

M. ‘de Gaiffier: Lorsque les Puissances auront fixé le montant de la perte a laquelle 
chacune d’elles vondra consentir, comment fixera-t-on. la somme totale dont il sera fait remise 
i la Chine? Il est nécessaire de s’entendre d’abord sur la somme totale, donc il faut arriver a 
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se mettre d’accord sur les sommes dont on veut faire remise & la Chine. Malbeureusement 
les comptes des délégués ne permettent pas de retrouver les divers versements effectués par la 
Chine en vue de s’acquitter de ses différentes obligations : tous les paiements, au fur et a 
mesure qu’ils étaient faits ont été indistinctement employés a l’amortissement du déficit pris 
dans son ensemble. Par exemple les Chinois disent qu’ils ont versé une partie des arrérages 
du deuxiéme semestre 1901 et prétendent ne pas payer d'intéréts sur ces sommes depuis le jour 
ou ils les ont versées. Dans leurs comptes ils ont calculé les intéréts sur 9.000.000 de taéls pour 
la premiére année, sur 6.000.000 pour Ja seconde et sur 3.000.000 pour la troisisme.— Pour 
nous permetire de suivre les Chinois dans cette discussion, les banquiers devraient refaire toute 
leur comptabilité. 
| Le Baron de Mumm. La question est encore plus complexe. D‘aprés le Protocole les intéréts 
sur ces 9.000.000 de taéls sont des intéréts composés. Il n’en a pas été tenu compte et nous 
éprouvons encore de ce fait une certaine perte. 
Le Doyen. M. de Gaiffier a une communication a nous faire au sujet de la derniére note 
qu'il a regue du Wai wou pou. 

M. de Gaiffier. Le Wai wou pou ayant eu connaissance des objections soulevées contre la ré- 
daction de la derniére phrase de sa note m’a fait savoir qu’il désirait en modifier immédiatement 
les termes. I! m’a envoyé une nouvelle note. La premiére n’était d’ailleurs qu’un simple projet. 

Le Doyen. Je ferai circuler cette note. 

Le Baron de Mumm. J’ai remarqué dans la traduction francaise de Ja note un passage dont 
la clarté laissait 4 désirer. Il sagissait de cours mensuel pour un paiement en or. J’ai pu 
m’assurer au Wai wou pou que cette traduction, faite d’aprés un texte chinois Jui-méme peu 
clair, n’était pas exacte — La traduction serait a corriger. 

Ii serait temps, je crois, de résumer la discussion et de fixer d’une maniére plus précise 
ce que chacun de nous peut accepter en distinguant les mesures que nous pourrions prendre 
pour l'avenir de celles qui devraient avoir un caractére rétroactif. 

Pour ce qui est du passé : 

Sir Ernest Satow a des instructions lui permettant d’approuver tout ce que ses collégues 
accepteront d’accord avec les Chinois. 

M. Dubail peut accepter la remise des intéréts sur les arriérés. 

Le Baron de Czikann également, mais seulement sur les arriérés provenant de la différence 
du paiement en argent au lieu du paiement stipulé en or. Il ne se croit pas autorisé 4 renoncer 
aux intéréts composés des 9.000.000 taéls, que la Chine doit aux Puissances pour le deuxiéme 
semestre 1901. | 

M. de Gaiffier accepterait de plus — la fixation d'un cours moyen — la déduction des 
intéréts 4 4°/, sur les mensualités anticipées. 

Le Baron de Mumm n’a pas encore d’instructions, mais il pense que son Gouvernement 
accepterait la bonification de 2°/, d’intérét sur les mensualités anticipées et ne serait pas opposé 
a la fixation d’vn cours moyen. Il a recommandé l’abandon des intéréts sur les arriérés. 

En ce qui concerne l'avenir : 

Sir Ernest Satow pense qu’on arriverait 4 une -entente sur deux questions : 

1° la bonification 4 la Chine des intéréts sur ses paiements anticipés. 

2° la fixation du cours mensuel. 

M. Dubail peut accepter ces deux points toutefois il a demandé de nouvelles instructions 
sur le deuxiéme en ce qui concerne !’acceptation du cours de l’argent 4 Londres comme base. 

M. Lessar a demandé des instructions en ce qui concerne les intéréts sur les paiements an- 
licipés son Gonvernement acceptera peut étre le taux de 2°/,, mais certainement pas celui de 4°/,. 
_. Le Baron Czikann: Mon Gouvernement accepterait la bonification de 4°/, d’intérét sur les 

_paiements anticipés et la fixation du change d’aprés un cours moyen. Je pense qu'il serait 
possible de prendre le cours de Londres comme base. 

Le Baron de Mumm: Mon Gouvernement consentira sans doute la bonification des intéréts 
au taux de 2°/,. Je pourrais accepter la fixation d’un cours moyen mais il faudrait d’abord 
s’entendre sur la base. Quant au cours de Londres il appartiendra aux gens du métier de dire 
si ou avec quelles modifications il peut étre pris en considération comme base pour la fixation 
du cours de Shanghai. 

M. Baroli a demandé des instructions. 

M. de Carcer agira d’accord avec M. Dubail. 

M. Matsui n’a pas d’instructions. 
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M. de Gaiffier peut accepter Ja bonification des intéréts au taux de 4°/,, le principe de la 
fixation du change d’aprés un cours moyen dont il faudrait discuter la base. 
Le Jonkheer van Citters demandera des instructions. 


MM. le Baron de Czikann, Dubail, de Gaiffier, de Carcer et Sir Ernest Satow sont done 
d’accord pour l’acceptation des deux propositions pour l'avenir, le choix d'une base pour la 
fixation du cours moyen du change restant a discuter ; le Baron de Mumm se joint a eux avec 
la réserve de ne pouvoir accorder pour le moment que 2°/, d’intéré:s sur les versements antici- 
patifs. 

M. Conger: La position prise par mon gouvernement sur la question de l'indemnité est 
bien connue de mes collégues: Si Je Gouvernement Chinois fait des propositions que les 
Gouvernements intéressés puissent tous accepter, pour arriver.a ununimité, je suis sir que 
mon Gouvernement ne fera aucune objection. 

M. de Gaiffier. Certains de mes collégues peuvent ne pas accepter |’abandon des intéréts 
composés sur les 9.000.000 de taéls montant des arrérages du 2° semestre 1901. Ne faudrait-il 
pas demander aux banquiers de refaire leurs calculs de:facop 4 ce qu'on puisse connaitre le 
montant des intéréts calculés de cette maniére. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Cela ne doit pas faire une grande différence. 

M. de Gaiffier. Ce serait un moyen de diminuer Je montant des sacrifices auxquels les 
Puissances auraient a consentir. Il y en a encore un autre: on pourrait, par exemple, ne pas 
faire l’abandon des intéréts sur les arriérés ou ne pas admettre Ja bonification, au profit de la 
Chine, des intéréts sur les excédants laissés par le semesire en cours. 

Le Doyen : Ii faudrait donner des instructions a la commission des banquiers. Je propose 
lenvoi d’un télégramme par lequel nous leur demanderions de dresser deux tableaux : 

Le premier indiquerait le montant des sommes dues aux Puissances et des sommes versées 
par la Chine y compris les versements sur Jes 9.000.000 de taéls avec le calcul des intéréts 
composés sur cette derniére somme. 

Dans le deuxiéme tableau figureraient les mémes indications, mais les arriérés de la Chine 
seraient reportés en or d'un semestre a I‘autre. 

M. Dubail propose pour ce télégramme la rédaction suivante qui est adoptée : 

« Le Corps Diplomatique prie la Commission des Banquiers de faire dresser un tableau 
en or des summes dues par la Chine et des sommes versées par elle jusqu’au 31 décembre, 
étant entendu que le déficit doit étre cunverti en or a la fin de chaque semestre et reporté en or.» 

Le Doyen fera parvenir ce télégramme a son délégué. 

Il propose de communiquer a la commission des banquiers le tableau dressé par le Wai 
wou pou et de leur demander de faire connaitre leurs observations. 

Le Baron de Mumm. I! convient «le rappeler aux banquiers qu’ils ne peuvent jamais refuser 
les versements que peuvent leur offrir les Chinois. 

Ces propositions sont adoptées, et la Commission de Rédaction est chargé d’élaborer le 
projet de cette lettre. | 


Le Doyen. Au mois de Juin le Gouvernements Chinois a proposé de faire ]ui-méme eta ses 
frais les travaux d’amélioration du cours du Whangpou, en excluant la commission préevue a 
annexe 17 du Protocole final. 

Le Wai wou pou nous a envoyé récemment a ce sujet de nouvelles propositions, en 12 
articles cette fois. : 

Une dépéche ci-annexée m’a été adressée hier soir de Shanghai, a |'issue d’une réunion 
qui a eu lieu & ce sujet et un memorandum doit ndus étre remis. 

M. Dubail. Je ne peux pas prendre en considération un projet qui.n’est pas présenté par le 
Gouvernement Impérial. 

Sir Ernest Satow : Ni moi non plus, pour le moment. Nous pous occuperons plus tard de 
l’opinion publique de Shanghai. 

M. Conger : Mon Gouvernement a toujours tenu ace que les Chinois exécutent le 
Protocole Final intégralemeat, mais le travail projeté pour l’amélioration du Whangpou est une 
chose si importante, sa prompte exécution est si nécessaire, que j’ai recu |’instruction d'ac- 
cepter la premiére proposition qui nous a été faite par le Gouvernement Impérial pourvu que 
des garanties suffisantes nous soient données relativement a la prompte et bonne exécution des 
travaux. : 
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Les nouvelles propositions qui nous sont faites n’apportent pas de grandes modifications 
aux premiéres. Je crois pouvoir les accepler en demandant seulement que les garanties concer- 
nant la bonne exécution des travaux et la régularité des paiements soient un peu précisées. 

Le Doyen: I] faudrait pourtant attendre de connaitre le memorandum des intéressés, leur 

) opinion vaut d’étre prise en considération. .— 

M. Dubail: J'ai l’instruction formelle, et l'opinion de Shanghai n’y changera rien, de me 
rallier & la proposition des Etats-Unis et d'accepter loffre chinoise en nous entourant des 
garanties nécessaires et ev réservant d’en revenir au systéme de l’annexe 17 du Protocole final 
si les travaux n'étaient pas réguliérement exécuteés, | . 2 

Sir Ernest Satow : J'ai des instructions analogues. ‘ J 

M. Lessar : Conformément aux instructions que je viens de recevoir de mon Gouvernement : 
je suis prét a adopter en principe la proposition du Prince K’ing contenue dans sa note en 
date du 13/26 Novembre 1904, au sujet de Pamélioration du cours de la riviére Whangpou. 

7 Quant aux garanties 4 demander ala Chine pour s’assurer que l’allocation des sommes : 
nécessaires sera faite et qu'elles seront ddment employées je me joins d’avance a la décision de 7 
la majorité, bien entendu que relativement au contréle de lexécution des travaux le Consul ee 
général de Russie 4 Shanghai aura les mémes droits que les Consuls des autres Puissances. oe 

Sir Ernest Satow : Naturellement. Nous pourrions donc nous entendre’ sur les buses des . 
propositions faites par Je Wai wou pou. Sur quelques points j’aurais des observations a faire : 

Dans |’Art. II, & propos de la nomivation de l’ingénieur il est dit: « la’ Chine pourra » 
mieux vaudrait « la Chine devra ». 

L’Art. V devrait étre plus explicite, en vue d’empécher les riverains d'empiéter sur la 
riviére. 

L’Art. VII devrait interdire les dragages par Jes particuliers. 
i Art. VIII. Il faudrait adopter le systéme d’expropriation qui avait été prévu au Protocole 
au lieu de laisser aux Consuls et Taotai, le-soin de régler la question. Le systéme du Protocole 
appliqué depuis longtemps dans les concessions internationales a donné de bons résultats. 

Le Gouvernement Chinois en exécutant les travaux découvrira des terrains nouveaux. 
gagnés par la riviére, les propriétaires riverains devraient avoir sur ces terrains un droit de : 
préemption seulement et non le droit de les acheter en remboursant purement et simplement oo 
les dépenses cffectuées. Je ne sais pas si les articles 11 et 12 satisferaient mon Gouvernement. * 

Les stipulations du Protocole sur tes travaux du Whangpou, ne sauraient étre annulées, 
elles ne peuvent étre que suspendues et seraient mises en vigueur si la Chine ne se conformait 
pas d'une maniére satisfaisante a ses obligations. 

M. Dubail. Nous pourrions demander a Sir Ernest Satow d’indiquer en regard de la note 
chinoise les modifications qui lui sembleraient nécessaires, nous pourrions ensuite les exami- 
ner et nous mettre d’accord. 

Le Baron de Mumm. Mon Gouvernement est décidé & insieter sur la mise en vigueur de 
annexe 17 du Protocole final tant que la Chine en donne pas de garanties réelles pour l’exé- 
cution effective de la régularisation du Whangpou par elle méme et pour un prompt com- 
mencement des travaux. D’aprés l’opinion de mon Gouvernement de telles garanties ne sont 
pas contenues dans les cing articles de la note chinoise du 9 Juin dernier, Quant ala note 
chinoise du 26 Novembre elle n’est pas encore sous les yeux de mon Gouvernement et je ne 
peux donc pas dire, si les propositions qu'elle contient, seraient considérées par mon Gouver- 
nement comme une base suffisante pour un nouvel arrangement avec le Gouvernement chinois. 
Quoique tout disposé a chercher d’accord avec mes honorables Collégues une issue a |’impas- 
se dans lequel nous nous trouvons actuellement par suite du refus du Gouvernement chinois 
de se conformer a ses engagements formels du traité de 1901, je crois pourtant devoir affirmer 
que dans leur forme actuelle aussi, les derniéres propositions du Gouvernement chinois ne 
pourront guére induire mon Gouvernement a quitter Ja base stre du Protocole final. 

Mon Gouvernement cependant pourrait accepter les propositions Chinoises révisées. 
amendées, ehangées. Je suis prét a rechercher une entente sur ces bases. 

J’adopterais les changements proposés par Sir Ernest Satow. 

Je crois en outre qu'il serait bon de s’assurer que les revenus affectés aux travaux seront 
bien utilisés dans ce but. 

On avait spécifié au Protocole les revenus qui devaient servir au paiement de l’indemnile. 

Le Gouvernement chinois cependant a demandé des fonds aux Gouvernement des Provinces, 

ainsi ont augmenté la prévarication des mandarins et l’impopularité des étrangers. I] faudrait 
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une commission pour surveiller la perception et l'emploi des fonds destinés 4 subvenir aux 
dépenses nécessitées par les travaux projetés. 

Je n’entends pas d’ailleurs traiter ici l'affaire en detail, nous aurons a y revenir. Tant 
qu'un accord ne sera pas intervenu, le Protocole restera en vigueur. 

M. Lessar. Je crois qu’il serait fort grave et irréalisable d’entreprendre de surveiller la 
perception des impdts en Chine. ) 

M. Dubail. Peut-on prier Sir Ernest Satow d’indiquer dans un memorandum les modifica- 
tions qu'il propose ? 

Le Doyen. J'elargirai cette proposition. Autrefois, MM. le Baron de Mumm, Conger et 
Sir Ernest Satew, s’étaient occupés ensemble de la question. 

On pourrait reconstituer cette ancienne commission du Whangpou en priant M. Dubail 
d’en faire également partie. Cette commission elaborerait un texte sur lequel nous pourrions 
nous entendre. 

Je suis pour ma part sans instructions a ce sujet. 

Je regrette personnellement la bréche faite au. Protocole et j'espére qu'on trouvera un 
moyen de ne pas annuler l’'annexe 17, et de faire comprendre a la Chine qu’en échange de cette 
grande concession elle doit apporter de la bonne volonté au réglement de la question de 
l’indemnité. 


Cette proposition est adoptée. 


Le Doyen. Nous avons 4 nous occuper encore de la question de la Commission du Peiho. 
Il y a eu au sujet de cette affaire une récente circulaire. 

Le Baron de Mumm. Nous devons étre saisis officiellement par nos consuls de Ja question 
de la barre de Takou. Nous n’avons pas 4 examiner la proposition spéciale qui nous est faite 
par la commission du Peiho avant méme de savoir s‘il sera procédé a l’exécution des nouveaux 
travaux. Lorsque ceux-ci auront été décidés il sera temps d'envisager lopportunité d’élargir, 
en vue de ces travaux nouveaux, les cadres d'une commission qui, telle qu’elle est, a exécuté 
sa tache passée d'une maniére satisfaisante. | 

En attendant, un accusé de réception pur et simple est, me semble-t-il, la seule bea ios 
qu'il convienn& de donner. 

M. Conger: L’amélioralion de la riviére et celle de la barre me paraissent des questions 
naturellement liées l'une a l'autre. Il me semble juste que les commercants et les compagnies de 
navigation appelées a faire les frais des travaux que nécessite l’état actuel de la barre, aient au 
sein de la commission des représentants avec voix délibérative. 

Sir Ernest Satow : Il ne peut étre établi de taxes sur les navires et les sujets anglais qu’en 


vertu d’une entente entre le Gouvernement Chinois et le Gouvernement Britannique. Je ne. 


peux recommander une semblable taxation 4 mon Gouvernement que si elle est appelée a 
favoriser le commerce et la navigation britanniques. Je suis d’avis de donner une part dans la 
direction de l'affaire & ceux qui en ont pris l’initiative. 

Le Baron de Mumm: C’est une question qui touche au Protocole. Je ne peux rien faire 
sans des instructions spéciales. 

Une premiére proposition a été faite au Corps Coniiilales qui ne s est pas encore réuni 
pour l’examiner. Une seconde proposition vient d’étre directement faite au Corps Diplomatique ; 
je trouve préférable d’attendre d’étre saisis de la premiére afin de les étudier toutes deux 
ensemble. La question de l’opportunité qu’il pourrait y avoir & augmenter le nombre des 
membres de la commission ne se posera que lorsqu’il aura été décidé de procéder aux travaux 
d’amélioration de la barre. Je ne vois pas qu'il y ait urgence de rien changer au Protocole 
final. 

Sir Ernest Satow: J'ai été saisi par mon Consul de l'affaire et je ne pourrais pas re- 
commander & mon Gouvernement l’approbation du projet tant que la composition de la 
commission n’aura pas été modifiée, en y admettant des représeatants du commerce et de la 
navigation. 

M. Dubail : Je n’ai pas d’objections a Padjonction des deux délégués proposés. 

Le Doyen: Jusqu’ici nos consuls ne nous ont pas saisis de la question principale : 
travaux 4 -effectuer — |’élargissement de la commission est une question secondaire dont Sea 
men doit venir ensuite. 

Le Baron de Mumm: Les magne de navigation ont refusé de dire si elles payeraient 


une ‘fois représentées dans Ja commission. Je n’ai pas d’objections contre |'adjonction de deux 
nouveaux membres 4 cette commission, mais je trouve inutile de discuter a ce sujet avant de 
savoir si l’exécution des travaux est chose décidée. 

Le Doyen propose d’accuser simplement réception. 

Sir Ernest Satow demande que l'accusé de réception reconnaisse que la requéte est fondée 
en justice. 

Le Doyen. Il faut donc attendre pour répoudre quoi que ce soit de nous étre mis d'accord. 


Le Secrétaire, | Le Président, 
VIGNON. OZIKANN. 


ANNEXE. 


Télégramme adressé a Son Excellence le Baron Czikann de Wahlborn, Ministre d' Autriche- 
Hongrie, Doyen du Corps Diplomatique. 


At meeting composed representatives municipal Council Chamber commerce British 
American German Japanese associations held to day to consider new proposals for undertaking 
river conservancy unanimously resolved to support generally scheme outlined memorandum 
submitted Bredon and commend proposals therein made to favourable consideration diplomatic 
body in hope that this urgently needed work be delayed no longer. 


Signé: ANDERSON. 


SI SOROS Wo 


ao ie 


& 
$ 


: Réunion des hipiia ésantants des Puissances si re du Protocole gies 
en date du 14 Décombre 1904. 


La Séance a lieu 4 10 heures du matin a la Légation d’Autriche-Hongrie sous la Drési- 
dence dc Son Excellence le Baron Czikann de Wakinorn, Ministre d’Autriche-Hongrie, 
Doyen du Corps Diplomatique. 

Sont également présents : LL. EE. M. Conger, Ministre des Etats-Unis ; Le Baron de 
Mumm, Ministre d’Allemagne ; Sir Ernest Satow, Ministre de Grande-Bretagne ; M. Lessar, 


" Ministre de Russie ; M. Dubail, s Ministre de France ; le Jonkherr van Citters, Ministre des 
Pays-Bas ; M. de Guiffier, Ministre de Belgique ; M. Baroli, Ministre d'Italie ; M. de Carcer, 
Chargé d’Affaires d’kispagne ; M. Matsui, Chargé d’Affaires du Japon. 

Le Doyen. La premiére question que nous devons examiner est celle de l’indemnité. M. de 
Gaiffier qui a eu l’amabilité de s’occuper plus spécialement de cette affaire est prét a nous faire 
aujourd’bui un exposé documenteé de la question. 

M. de Gaiffier. A ja date du 14 Octobre, Je Wai wou pou nous a communiqué ses pro- 
positions : le Gouvernement chinois consentait a feprendre le paiement en or a partir du 
i** Janvier 1905 moyennant trois conditions : 

1° fixation mensuelle du taux du change d'aprés la moyenne du mois précédent. 

2° remise des intéréts des sommes actuellement en retard, lesquelles seraient immédiate- 
ment payées. 

3° faculté d’anticipation de paiement sur les semestres en cours, avec déduction des 
_intéréts pour les sommes ainsi payées d’avance. 

Il convenait de s‘enquérir d’abord du sacrifice approximatif auquel les Puissances consen- 
tiraient en acceptant ces propositions ; a la demande de M. Lessar, j'ai prié le Wai wou pou de 


dresser le tableau des sommes que le Gouvernement Impérial était disposé a payer. Ce tableau. 


nous a été remis, mais les 9.000.000 de taéls représentant les arrérages du 2™° semestre 1901 
n'y figuraient pas. J’ai donc demandé au Wai wou pou de préparer un nouveau tableau. Ila été 
soumis & wes honorables collégues le lendemain. Il en résulte que la Chine s’engage, si ses pro- 
positions sont acceptées, a payer aux Puissances pour couvrir tous les déficits une somme 


de £. 1.032. 000. D’aprés les calculs qui ont été fails les créances des Puissances au 1° Janvier 


se monteraient en totaliié : a 1.442, 325 livres sterl. 

Ce chiffre n'est pas absolument fixé, les télégrammes recus par plusieurs d’entre nous de 
leurs délégués financiers ve sont pas concordants, d'autre part, le taux du change pour le mois 
de Décembre n’est pas encore arréte : 

Les conditions faites par la Chine doivent-elles avoir un effet rétroactif ? Dans le compte 
qui nous a été présente par le Wai wou pou, elles sont appliquées pour le passé. 

La perte qui résulterait pour les Puissances de leur acceptation se monterait, 2 409. 920 
livres st., dont 273.460, provenant de la fixation du change d’aprés le cours moyen. 

— 81.900, de la déduction des intéréts sur les sommes versées par anticipation. 

— 53.560, de l’abandon de l'intérét sur les arriérés. 

Le tableau que nous avons demandé au Wai wou pou, n’a d autre but que de fixer les bases 
de notre discussion sur les concessions que uous voudrions faire a la Chine, et sur les consé- 
quences financiéres que nos concessions entraineraient pour nos Gouvernements. 

Un des points les plus délicals sur lesquels nous ayons a nous mettre d’accord est le mode 
qu'il conviendrait d'adopter pour la fixation du taux du change 

Ii n’existe pas 4 Shanghai de cours officiel, chaque banque fixe le prix du taél d’aprés le 
cours de l’argent et le montant du courtage qu’elle enteod prélever. 

On pourrait prendre la moyenne des cours donnés par les diverses Banques ; des délégués 
des Banquiers et des chinois se mettraient d’accord. 

M. Dubail. Jamais une banque ne donnera son cours réel. Je mets en fait que si nous avions 
demandé aux Banquiers de nous montrer leurs livres pour ce qui est des opérations faites 

jusqu ici au compte de nos Gouvernements, ils s’y seraient refusés. . 
Le Baron de Mumm.—D’aprés les indications fournies, il y a quelque temps, par M. Hillier, 
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les pertes se monteraient & 470. 000 livres sterling. Ce chiffre ne coincide pas avec le thlégram- 

me du délégué allemand, aux termes duquel la totalité des sommes dies aux Puissances au 31 
Décembre, y compris les arrérages du 3™° semestre 1901, et en supposant payée, d’autre part, la 
mensualité du mois de Décembre, se monterait a 1. 428. 000 #. Ce qui ferait ressortir la perte 
supportée par les Puissunces a : 395. 600. £, 

M. de Gaiffier. La oSaversion du taél a été faite & ‘Shanghai a 2,8 et 1/8 et a2.7 1/2 
a Pékin. 

Le Baron de Mumm. I! vaut mieux prendre le taux actuel. : 

En ce qui concerne Ja question de la fixation du taux du change, je partage l’avis de 
M. Dubail. I! me semble en outre difficile de donner, &ce point de vue, le méme poids aux voix deg 
divers délégués. La chose a été discutée il y a 3 ans, et on a décidé de tenir compie du taux fixé 
par chaque banque proportionnellement 4 Pimportance relative dela somme que chacune doit 
toucher pour le compte de son Gouvernement. Les sommes percues par certain banquier ne 
représentent que 1°/, du total. 

Mon Gouvernement est favorable a une solution définitive des difficultés actuelles et consen- 
tirait 4 des sacrifices pour la faciliter. Je n’ai pas regu encore d’instructions définitives. J'ai 
recommandé d‘abandonner Jes intéréts sur les arriérés ; certainement nous serions en droit de les 
exiger, mais j’eslime que nous pouvons en faire le sacrifice en vue d’une solution définitive 
pour l’avenir. 

En ce qui concerne le cours moyen, je reconnais qu'il est équitable de donner cette satifac- 
tion aux Chinois. Mais nous avons reconpu qu'il serait difficile den établir la base. 

ll est difficile d’admettre la remise de 4°/, d intérét sur Jes versements mensuels fails par an- 
ticipation. Il y a 2 ans j'ai été autorisé a consentir le 2°/, et j'ai donné des instruction au délégué 
allemand en ce sens, d’autres puissances ayant insisté pour le taux de 4°/, il n’a été donné au- 
cune suite. Saus doute mon Gouvernement accepterait encore aujourd hui le taux du 2°/,. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Certaines puissances ont-elles vraiment insisté sur le taux de 4°/,. 

M. de Gaiffier. Oui et les Banguiers ont représenté que l’argenten compte courant ne rap- 
portait que 2°/,. Ils se sont engagés a accorder eet intérét de 2°/, sur la balance journaliére du 
compte courant de la Commission ; ils oat considéré Jes sommes ainsi obtenues comme la pro- 
priété, avant d’étre repartie, de la Commission conjointement et aprés répartition des différeats 
délégués séparefnént, comme trustees de leur Gouvernement. 

Dans le cas ol un des Gouvernements ne rélamerait pas intérét de son délégué, celui-ci 
serait libre de le retourner a la banque réceptrice. C’est ainsi que nos délégués se sont mis d'ac- 
cord dans leur 13° séance. En fait, cet argent a passé dans les caisses des banques. 

M. Dubail. Les Banques ont fait d’assez belles affaires avec l'indemnité, on pourrait leur 
réclamer le montant de ces intéréts. 

MM. Lessar. Je crois que mon Gouvernement irait jusqu'a 2°/,. Mais je ne comprends pas 
comment les Chinois prétendent toucher lintérét Ge leurs versements mensuels alors qu ils 
reconnaissent l’existance d’arriérés dont ils demandent a ne pas payer les intéréts. 

Sir Ernest Satow. C'est une question de comptabilité. Sur le tableau figarent, d’un coté les 
sommes versées, de Pauire, les sommes dues, ce sont deux comptes différents ; il est tenu comp- 
te des intéréts pour chacun deux séparement. : 

M. Lessar et M. de Gaiffier. Les Chinois ont fuit des avances et voudraient qu’il leur fat tenu 
compte des intéréts de ces avances, d’autre part, ils ont des déficits et voudraient ne pas payer - 
dintéréts sur leurs arriérés. Ils nous demandent une double concession. 7 

M. Dabail. Nous n’avriverons jamais 4 une entente sur les détails, il vaut mieux demander 
i nos Gouvernements, s’ils veulent consentir a un sacrifice, et quel en serait le montant. 

M. de Gaiffier. 1! faudra bien pourtant dresser un tableau. 

M. Dabail. Je n’en vois pas la nécessité, moyennant une somme fixée, nous donuerions 
quittus.au Gouvernement Chinois. 

Le Jonkheer van Citters. Ce serait plus pratique. 

M. Dubail. Mais il reste 4 examiner l’arrangement a faire pour |’avenir. 

Sir Ernest Satow. La Chine a enfin reconnu qu'elle doit payer l’indemnité en or conformé- 
ment au texte de l’article 6 du Protocole. Elle offre done de rembourser les différences dues sur 
les versemeuts effectués jusqu’a la fin de l'année actuelle, et & payer intégralement en or a 
partir de 1905. Elle subordonne cette offre a deux conditions, a savoir que dorénavant le taux de 
change soit cal¢hlé sur le cours moyen du mois qui précéde chaque versement, et qu’un accompte 
4 raison de 4 pour cent par an soit déduit des versements anticipatifs. En outre, elle demande 


ah Way 
fo 


: conditions | + Mivcaetivaindsn pour calculer le montant des différen. 
pi pee et ire ok den de la totalité des intéréts sur les différences a la fin de 
ahages semestre pendant ces trois années. _ 
On se heurte ici a une question quelque pea difficile a résoudre. Quel est «le taux moyen » 
ae mois, ou plutét comment peut-on obtenir Je taux du jour. Dans une lettre du 17 Novembre 
que S. EB. le Ministré de Belgique a prié le Doyen de faire circuler, il nous demande si, en 
rabenice d'un taux de change officiel on devrait adopter celui d’un des établissements financiers 
de Shanghai, ou celui qui est publié dans les journaux locaux. Pour des raisons qu'il est inutile de 
spécifier, le premier des deux est inadmissible ; quant au second je me demande quel est parmi les 
nombreux journaux de Changhai celui que Yon choisirait pour y puiser les informations que l'on 
recherche ? Il y a cependant une donnée sur laquelle repose le cours adopté pour chaque ban- 
que, c’est le prix du métal blanc 4 Londres, télégraphié journellement partout. Je serais d'avis 
done de prendre pour base de ce calcul, le prix de l’argent sur. le marché principal européen, 
Jequel se trouve actuellement a Londres. Dans l'avenir, il pourra se déplacer 4 Paris, 4 Berlin 
ou autre part. 
Pour les paiements futurs le plus simple serait de suivre le méme systéme de calcul que 
pour les arriérés. En ce qui concerne l’intérét mensuel sur les versements anticipatifs la majorité 
des Puissances a déja reconnu que ce n’était que juste de faire cette concession a la Chine. 
Ceci résulte d'une lacune dans le Protocole, que nous désirons tous je crois, combler. Reste 
4 décider quel sera le pourcentage a allouer de ce chef. Puisque la demande de la Chine qu’il 
soit fixé a 4 pour cent s’harmonis avec le taux adopté en général pour le paiement de lindemnité, 
je serais prét & l’accorder si mes honorables collégues Vacceptaient a l'unanimité. 
Voila pour l’avenir de J’ indemnité. Pour le passé l’on nous demande trois choses : 
{° Que la Chine soit affranchie des intéréts sur les arriérés. 
2° Qu’on évalue de nouveau le taux de la conversion pour les versements recus. 
3° Qu’on tienne compte des intéréts sur les versements mensuels. | 
Je regarde la premiére comme une concession a faire afin de faciliter au Gouvernement 
Chinois sa tache de faire agréer par les Autorités Provinciales le paiement de l’indemnité en or. 
Je suis convaincu que tous les négoriateurs étrangers sans exception ainsi que les Fonctionnaires 
chinois qui étaient désignés pour discuter les hases avec « la Commission pour le paiement des 
indemnités » ont voulu stipuler le paiement en or, et 4 mes yeux le texte du Protocole est clair. 
En méme temps, il est regrettable que les Puissances n’aient pu trouver le moyen d’en exprimer 
le montant dans l'une des monnaies d'or reconnues par les centres financiers. Ce qui aurait 
évité toute équivoque. On se rappellera qu'une proposition a cet effet a été soumise a la Con- 
férence sans toutefois rencontrer un accueil unanime. 
2° Il a été reconnu que les délégués des Puissances a la Commission des banquiers ont 
plusieurs fois fixé le taux de conversion au-dessous du prix que quelques uns d’entre eux au- 
raient accepté ; il en est résulté une perte sérieuse pour la Chine. Evidemment, ce ne sont pas 
Jes Gouvernements qui en ont profité, mais les banques, qui, de cette maniére, ont étéa méme 
de se prorurer du « sy cee » a trés bon marché. Mais a mon avis, il faut regarder les Gouver- 
nements comme responsables des actes de leurs délégués, puisqu’ils n’ont pas adopté des mesures 
propres & empécher des opérations de ce genre. Obtempérer a cette demande du Gouvernement 
Chinois me parait un simple acte de justice. Pine — 
3° Le Protocole a stipulé les versements mensuels dans le but d’éviter la baisse de |’ar- 
gent qui serait provoquée tous les six mois par une demande exagérée de traites sur |'étranger 
tandis que la somme due a la fin de chaque semestre, si elle était répartie en six versements 
produirait une perturbation bien moins redoutable. La suite logique aurait été une stipulation 
pour la conversion mensuelle, avec un accompte en faveur de la Chine. En effetsi cet argent 
avait élé partagé réguliérement entre les Gouvernements, ceux-~ci auraient pu l'affecter a | 
augmenter leurs balances au profit évident des trésoreries respectives. Ce sont les banques au 
contraire, qui ont versé le « sy cee » dans leurs caisses, et |’ont employé sur le marché tout 
comme l’argent déposé chezelles par leurs clients particuliers. Comme l’on sait, ’intérét sur 
largent avancé par les banques est bien audessus de 4°/,, il atteint méme presque le double. A 
mon avis donc, accorder a la Chine le retour de 4°/, sur les, paiements. mensuels serait tout au 
moins équitable. 
En résumé, des trois conditions posées par la Chine pour le réglement des arrérages, 
l'une est une concession, la seconde serait un acte de justice, la troisiéme peut étre qualifiée de 
procédé équitable. 
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— CXVIII — 


On nous a présenté plus d'un calcul fait dans le but de nous faire connaitre quel serait le 


sacrifice pécuniaire 4 faire par les Puissances, en échange du réglement définitif de la question 


or ou argent qui s’est débattue depuis trois ans. Ces calculs sont fondés sur les comptes fournis 
par la Commission des Banquiers en Shanghai taéls. Mais comme a remarqué S. E. le Ministre 
de Belgique dans sa note du 25 Novembre, ce ne sont pas des taéls Shanghai qu’on nous doit, 
mais des taéis du Protocole. En second lieu, il me semble que jusqu’é ce que nous ayons 
adopté les bases sur lesquelles le calcul sera fait, il nous sera impossible d’arriver au chiffre du 
sacrifice. En tout cas, comme les sommes que les Gouvernements seraient appelés a sacrifier 
sont d’une importance minime en comparaison de l'avantage réel de régler cette question une 
fois pour toutes, j’estime que nous devrions nous entendre d’abord sur les principes quitte a 
confier le réglements des détails a des délégués techniques. Si non nous serons condamnés 
i parcourir sans cesse un cercle vicieux. 

Je voudrais vous faire connaitre encore le contenu d'une lettre que M. Hillier m’a adressée 
au sujet du tableau Chinois le plus récent. 

Le premier tableau mis en circulation faisait ressor!ir une déduction de la somme réclamée 
de 470.000 ¢. Ce. chiffre est réduit 4 390.000 ¢ sur le tableau Chinois. 

La méthode de calcul adoptée dans le second tableau aboutit donc & une perte pour la Chine 
et a uD gain correspondant pour les Puissances de 80.000 ¢. 

Je n’attache pas plus d’importance qu'il ne convient a ces comptes, si nous étions d’accord 
sur les principes il serait facile de nommer une commission pour les caleuls. Ces tableaux dif- . 
férent sensiblement entre eux. 

M. de Gaiffier. A cause des taux de change. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Dans le tableau Chinois on s’est servi du taux de M. Hillier. Je ne pro-- 
poserais pas d’ailleurs d'adopter Je taux d’une bynque quelconque. La meilleure base serait, a 
mon avisg prix de l’argent sur le marché européen en y ajoutant ou en retranchant selon qu’il 
sera nécéssaire le montant du courtage. 

M. de Gaiffier. Ceci ne regarde-t-il pas plutét les délégués qui possédent une compétence 
technique. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Ce sont des banquiers. Ils n'ont jamais pu distinguer ware intéréts 
comme banquiegs de leurs devoirs comme délégués. 

M. de Gaiffier. Les délégués en dressant leur tableau ont inscrit le déficit en Shanghai 
taéls et les ont reportés ainsi d'un semestre a l'autre. Depuis 1902 le taél a augmenté de 30 °,. 
Si la Chine voulait aujourd’hui payer ce déficit en or, il faud~ait rectifier les comptes et fixer a 
nouveau la somme des déficits en or pour chaque échéance semestrielle. 

M. Dubail. Nous devons ignorer les comptes de banques en Shanghai taéls et demander des 
comptes en monnaies or ou en H. K. taéls du Protocole c’est-a-dire en taéls valant 3 frs. 75. 

Le Doyen. Je ne pense pas que I’ou puisse prendre un cours fixé pour le H. K. taél. Il doit 
étre calculé & chaque échéance. Le cours fixé a}'art. 6 du Protocole est celui du 1% Avril 1901. 
Ce n’est qu'une base adoptée pour le calcul de l’indemnité. La Chine doit payer a chaque 
échéance d'aprés la valeur des diverses monnaies au jour de cette échéance. Le cours du Pro- 
tocole n’a pas été établi pour l'avenir. 

M. Dubail. Je crois qu’il y a malentendu. L’éqyivalence notée a l’article 6 du Protocole 
a eu pour but de guider les Gouvernements dans fa fixation du chiffre de Tindemnité qu'il 
s'agissait d'imposer 4 la Chine. Chaque Gouvernement doit recevoir 3 frs75,— si je prends 
«le franc » comme exemple — par H. K. taél stipulé au Protocole, et cela, quel que soit le 
cours de l'argent au moment des diverses échéances. | 

Le Jonkheer van Citters. Fixons la somme que la Chine devra payer le 1** Janvier comme 
solde de ses arriérés — Nous ne sortirons pas de tous ces comptes. 

M. Dubail Parfaitement, mais il faut estimer la perte qui en résulterait pour nos Gou- 
vernements. 

Le Jonkheer van Citters : Chacun peut le faire pour son compte. 

M. Lessar: Le sacrifice qu'on nous demande me parait trop grand. 

Sir Ernest Satow: La remise des intéréts sur les arriérés est une concession que nous 
pouvons trés bien ne pas consentir si nous nous mettons d'accord sur les deux autres question, 
celle de la fixation du taux moyen et celle des intéréts sur les versements anticipés. 

M. de Gaiffier: Lorsque les Puissances auront fixé le montant de la perte a laquelle 
chacune d’elles vondra consentir, comment fixera-t-on la somme totale dont il sera fait remise 
a la Chine? Il est nécessaire de s’entendre d’abord sur la somme totale, donc il faut arriver a 


$e mettre d‘accord sur les sommes dont on veut faire remise & la Chine. Malheureusement 
les comptes des délégués ne permettent pas de retrouver les divers versements effectués par la 
Chine en vue de s’acquitter de ses différentes obligations : tous les paiements, au fur et a 
mesure qu’ils étaient faits ont été indistinctement employés a l’amortissement du déficit pris 
dans. son ensemble. Par exemple les Chinois disent qu’ils ont versé une partie des arrérages 
“du deuxiéme semestre 1901 et prétendent ne pas payer d'intéréts sur ces sommes depuis le jour 
ow ils les ont versées. Dans leurs comptes ils ont calculé Jes intéréts sur 9.000.000 de taéls pour 
la premiére année, sur 6.000.000 pour la seconde et sur 3.000.000 pour la troisiéme.— Pour 
nous permetire de suivre les Chinois dans cette discussion, les banquiers devraient refaire toute 
leur comptabilité. | 

Te Baron de Mumm. La question est encore plus complexe. D/aprés le Protocole les intéréts 
sur ces 9.000.000 de taéls sont des intéréts composés. I! n’en a pas été tenu compte et nous 
éprouvons encore de ce fait une certaine perte. 

Le Doyen. M. de Gaiffier a une communication 4 nous faire au sujet de la derniére note 
qu il a regue du Wai wou pou. 

M. de Gaiffier. Le Wai wou pou ayant eu connaissance des objections souleyées contre la ré- 
daction de la derniére phrase de sa note m’a fait savoir qu'il désirait en modifier immédiatement 
les termes. I] m'a envoyé une nouvelle note. La premiére a ett d’ailleurs qu’un simple projet. 

Le Doyen. Je ferai circuler cette note. 

Le Baron de Mumm. J’ai remarqué dans la traduction francaise de la note un passage dont 
la clarté laissait a désirer. Ii s'‘agissait de cours mensuel pour un paiement en or. J'ai pu 
m’assurer au Wai wou pou que cette traduction, faite d’aprés un texte chinois Jui-méme peu 
clair, n’était pas exacte — La traduction serait 4 corriger. 

Il serait temps, je crois, de résumer la discussion et de fixer d'une maniére plus précise 
ce que chacun de nous peut accepter en distinguant les mesures que nous pourrions prendre 
pour l'avenir de celles qui devraient avoir un caractére rétroactif. 

Pour ce qui est du passé : 

Sir Ernest Satow a des instructions lui permettant d’approuver tout ce que ses collégues 
accepteront d’accord avec les Chinois. 

M. Dubai] peut accepter la remise des intéréts sur les arriérés. 

Le Baron de Czikann également, mais seulement sur les arriérés provenant de la différence 
du paiement eo argent au lieu du paiement stipulé en or. I] ne se croit pas autorisé 4 renoncer 
aux intéréts composés des 9.000.000 taéls, que la Chine doit aux Puissances pour le deuxiéme 
semesire 1901. : 

M. de Gaiffier accepterait de plus — la fixation d’un cours moyen — la déduction des 
intéréts 4 4°/, sur les mensualités anticipées. 

Le Baron de Mumm n’a pas encore d’instructions, mais il pense que son Gouvernement 
accepterait la bonification de 2°/, d’intérét sur les mensualités anticipées et ne serait pas opposé 
a la fixation d'un cours moyen. Il a recommandé l’abandon des intéréts sur les arriérés. 

En ce qui concerne l'avenir : 

Sir Ernest Satow pense qu'on arriverait 4 une entente sur deux questions : 

1° la bonification 4 la Chine des intéréts sur ses paiements anticipés. 

2° Ja fixation du cours mensuel. 

M. Dubail peut accepter ces deux points toutefois il a demandé de nouvelles instructions 
sur le deuxiéme en ce qui concerne I'acceptation du cours de l’'argent 4 Londres comme base. 

M. Lessar a demandé des instructions en ce qui concerne les intéréts sur les paiements an- 
ticipés son Gouvernement acceptera peut étre le taux de 2°/,, mais certainement pas celui de 4°/,. 

Le Baron Czikann: Mon Gouvernement accepterait la bonification de 4°/, d'intérét sur les 
paiements anticipés et la fixation du change d’aprés uo cours moyen. Je pense qu’il serait 
possible de prendre le cours de Londres comme base. 

Le Baron de Mumm: Mon Gouvernement consentira sans doute la bonification des intéréts 
au taux de 2°/,. Je pourrais accepter la fixation d’un cours moyen mais il faudrait d’abord 
s‘entendre sur la base. Quant au cours de Londres il appartiendra aux gens du métier de dire 
si ou avec quelles modifications il peut étre pris en considération comme base pour la fixation 
du cours de Shanghai. 

M. Baroli a demandé des instructions. 

M. de Carcer agira d’accord avec M. Dubail. 

M. Matsui n'a pas d’instructions. 
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M. de Gaiffier peut accepter la bonification des intéréts au taux de 4 ola, le cies de la 
fixation du change d’aprés un cours moyen dont il faudrait diseuter la base. 
Le Jonkheer van Citters demandera des instructions. 


MM. le Baron de Czikann, Dubail, de Gaiffier, de Carcer et Sir Ernest Satow sont donc 
d’accord pour l’acceptation des deux propositions pour l'avenir, Je choix d'une base pour la_ 
fixation du cours moyen du change restant a dis¢uter; le Baron de Mumm se joint a eux avec 
la réserve de ne pouvoir accorder pour le moment que 2°/, d'intéréis sur les versements antici- 
patifs. 

M. Conger: La position prise par mon gouvernement sur la question de lindemnité est 
bien connue de mes collégues: Si le Gouvernement Chinois fait des propositions que les 
Gouvernements intéressés puissent tous accepter, pour arriver a Vunanimité, je suis sir que 
mon Gouvernement ne fera aucune objection. 

M. de Gaiffier. Ceriains de mes collégues peuvent ne pas accepter l'abandon des intéréts 
composés sur les 9.000.000 de taéls montant des arrérages du 2° semestre 1901. Ne faudrait-il 
pas demander aux banquiers de refaire leurs calculs de facon a ce qu’on puisse connaitre le 
montant des intéréts calculés de cette maniére. 

Sir Ernest Satow. Cela ne doit pas faire une grande différence. 

M. de Gaiffier. Ce serait un moyen de diminuer le montant des sacrifices auxquels les 
Puissances auraient 4 consentir. Il y en a encore un autre: on pourrait, par exemple, ne pas 
faire l'abandon des intéréts sur les arriérés ou ne pas admettre la bonification, au profit de la 
Chine, des intéréts sur les excédants laissés par le semestre en cours. 

Le Doyen : J! faudrait donner des instructions a la commission des banquiers. Je propose 
Penvoi d’un télégramme par lequel nous leur demanderions de dresser deux tableaux : 

Le premier indiquerait le montant des sommes dues aux Puissances et des sommes versées 
par la Chine y compris les versements sur Jes 9.000.000 de taéls avec le calcul des intéréts 
composés sur cette derniére somme. 

Dans le deuxiéme tableau figureraient les mémes indications, mais les arriérés de la Chine 
seraient reportés en or d'un semestre a | autre. 

M. Dubail propose pour ce télégramme la rédaction suivante quj est adoptée : 

« Le Corps Diplomatique prie la Commission des Banquiers de faire dresser un tableau 
en or des summes dues par la Chine et des sommes versées par elle jusqu’au 31 décembre, 
étant entendu que le déficit doit étre converti en or a la fin de chaque semestre et reporté en or.» 

Le Doyen fera parvenir ce télégramme a son délégué. 

Il propose de communiquer a la commission des banquiers le tableau dressé par le Wai 
wou pou et de leur demander de faire connaitre leurs observations. 

Le Baron de Mumm. Ii convient sle rappeler aux banquiers qu’ils ne peuvent jamais refuser 
les versements que peuvent leur offrir les Chinois. 

Ces propositions sont adoptées, et la Commission de Rédaction est chargé d’élaborer le 
projet de cette lettre. 


Le Doyen. Au mois de Juin le Gouvernements Chinois a proposé de faire Ini-méme et a ses 
frais les travaux d’amélioration du cours du Whangpou, en excluaut la conjmission prévue a 
l'annexe 17 du Protocole final. 

Le Wai wou pou nous a envoyé récemment a ce sujet de nouvelles propositions, en 12 
articles cette fois. 

Une dépéche ci-annexée m’a été adressée hier soir de Shanghai, a l'issue d’une réunion 
qui a eu lieu a ce sujet et un memorandum doit nous étre remis. 

M. Dubail. Je ne peux pas prendre en considération un projet qui n'est pas présenté par le 
Gouvernement Imperial. 

Sir Ernest Satow : Ni moi non plus, pour le moment. Nous nous occuperons plus tard de 
l’opinion publique de Shanghai. 

M. Conger : Mon Gouvernement a toujours tenu a ce que les Chinois exécutent le 
Protocole Final intégralement, mais le travail projeté pour l’amélioration du Whangpou est une 
chose si importante, sa prompte exécution est si nécessaire, que j'ai recu I’instruction d'ac- 
cepter la premiére proposition qui nous a été faite par le Gouvernement. Impérial pourvu que 
des garanties suffisantes nous soient données relativement a la prompte et bonne exécution des 
travaux. 
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| ie shill sadn: qui nous sont faites n ‘apportent pas de grandes modifications 
aux premiéres. Je crois pouvoir les accepter en demandant seulement que les garanties concer- 
nant la bonne exécution des travaux et la régularité des paiements soient un peu précisées. — 
| Le Doyen: Ii faudrait pourtant attendre de connaitre le memorandum des intéressés, leur 
' opinion vaut d’étre prise en considération. — 
MM. Dubail: J’ai Vinstruction formelle, et l'opinion de Shanghai n'y changera rien, de me 
-rallier & la proposition des Etats-Unis et d’accepter l'offre chinoise en nous entourant des 
garanties nécessaires et en réservant d'en revenir au systéme de |’annexe {7 du Protocole final 
si les travaux n'étaient pas réguliérement exécutés. 

Sir Ernest Satow : J'ai des instructions analogues. 

MM. Lessar : Conformément aux instructions que je viens de recevoir de mon Gouvernement 
je suis prét a adopter en principe la proposition du Prince K’ing contenue dans sa 1. je en 
date du 13/26 Novembre 1904, au sujet de l’amélioration du cours de la riviére Whar gpou. 

Quant aux garanties a demauder ala Chine pour s’assurer que lallocation des :ommes 
nécessaires sera faite et qu’elles seront diment employées je me joins d’avance a la décision de 
la majorité, bien entendu que relalivement au controle de lexécution des travaux le Consul 
général de Russie a Shanghai aura les mémes droits que les Consuls des autres Puissances. 

Sir Ernest Satow : Naturellement. Nous pourrions donc nous entendre sur les buses des 
propositions faites par le Wai wou pou. Sur quelques points j’aurais des observations a faire : 

Dans l’Art. I], & propos de la nomination de l’ingénieur il est dit: « la Chine pourra » 
mieux vaudrait « la Chine devra ». 

L'Art. V devrait étre plus explicite, en vue d’empécher les riverains d’empiéter sur la 
riviére. 

L’Art. VII devrait interdire les dragages par les particuliers. 

Art. VIII. Il faudrait adopter le systéme d’expropriation qui avait été prévu au Protocole 
au lieu de laisser aux Consuls et Taotai, Je soin de régler Ja question. Le systéme du Protocole 
appliqué depuis longtemps dans les-concessions internationales a donné de bons résultats. 

Le Gouvernement Chinois en exécutant les travaux découyrira des terrains nouveaux, 
gagnés par la riviére, les propriétaires riverains devraient avoir sur ces terrains un droit de 
préemption seulement et non le droit de les acheter en remboursant purement et simplement 
les dépenses cffectuées. Je ne sais pas si les articles 11 et 12 satisferaient mon Gouvernement. 

Les stipulations du Protocole sur les travaux du Whangpou, ne sauraient étre annulées, 
elles ne peuvent étre que suspendues et seraient mises en vigueur si la Chine ne se conformait 

pas d'une maniére satisfaisante a ses obligations. 

M. Dubail. Nous pourrions demander a Sir Ernest Satow d'indiquer en regard de la note 
chinoise les modifications qui lui sembleraient nécessaires, nous pourrions ensuite les exami- 
ner et nous mettre daccord. 

Le Baron de Mumm. Mon Gouvernement est décidé a insister sur la mise en vigueur de 
l’annexe 17 du Protocole final tant que Ja Chine en donne pas de garanties réelles pour l’exé- 
cution effective de la régularisation du Whangpou par elle méme et pour un prompt com- 
mencement des travaux. D’aprés l’opinion de mon Gouvernement de telles garanties ne sont 
pas contenues dans les cing articles de la note chinoise du 9 Juin dernier. Quant ala note 
chinoise du 26 Novembre elle n'est pas encore sous les yeux de mon Gouvernement et je ne 
peux done pas dire, si les propositions qu'elle contient, seraient considérées par mon Gouver- 
nement comme une base suffisante pour un nouvel arrangement avec le Gouvernement chinois. 

‘ Quoique tout disposé a chercher d’accord avec mes honorables Collégues une issue a |’impas- 
se dans lequel nous nous trouvons actuellement par suite du refus du Gouvernement chinois 
de se conformer a ses engagements formels du traité de 1901, je crois pourtant devoir affirmer 
que dans leur forme actuelle aussi, Jes derniéres propositions du Gouvernement chinois ne 
pourront guére induire mon Gouvernement a quitter la base sire du Protocole final. 

Mon Gouvernement cependant pourrait accepter les propositions Chinoises révisées, 
amendées, changées. Je suis prét a rechercher une entente sur ces bases. 

J’adopterais les changements proposes par Sir Ernest Satow. 

Je crois en outre qu'il serait bon de s’assurer que les revenus affectés aux travaux seront 
bien utilisés dans ce but. 

On avait spécifié au Protocole les revenus qui devaient servir au paiement de !’indemnité. 

Le Gouvernement chinois cependant a demandé des fonds aux Gouvernement des Provinces, 

ainsi ont augmenté-la prévarication des mandarins et l'impopularité des étrangers. I] faudrait 
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une commission pour surveiller la perception et remploi des fonds destinés A subvenie a aux rine 
dépenses nécessitées par les travaux projetés. - 

Je n’entends pas d’ailleurs traiter ici l'affaire en détail, nous aurons a y revenir, ‘Tent 
qu'un accord ne sera pas intervenu, le Protocole restera en vigueur. | 

M. Lessar. Je crois qu’il serait fort grave et irréalisable dentrepronare de ssurveiller la . 
perception des impdts en Chine. os | 

M. Dubail. Peut-on prier Sir Ernest Satow d'indiquer dans un‘niem 
tions qu'il propose ? , 

Le Doyen. J'élargirai cette proposition. Autrefois, MM. le Bion de Mumm, Conger et 
Sir Ernest Satow, s’étaient occupés ensemble de Ja question. 

On pourrait reconstituer cette ancienne commission du Whangpou en priant M. Dubail 
d’en, faire également partie. Cette commission élaborerait un texte sur lequel. neus pourrions 
nous entendre. , 

Je suis pour ma part sans instructions a ce sujet. 

Je regrette personnellement la bréche faite au Protocole et j’espére qu'on trouvera un 
moyen de ne pas annuler l’annexe 17, et de faire comprendre a la Chine qu’en échange de cette 
grande concession elle doit apporter de la bonne volonté au “ore de la question de 
Vindemnité. 


Pa Baum ae modifica- 


Cette proposition est adopteée. 


Le Doyen. Nous avons a nous occuper encore de la question de la Commission du Peiho. 
Il y a eu au sujet de cette affaire une récente circulaire. . 

Le Baron de Mumm. Nous devons étre saisis officiellement par nos consuls de la question 
de la barre de Takou. Nous n’avons pas a examiner la proposition spéciale qui nous est faite 
par la commission du Peiho avant méme de savoir s’il sera procédé a l’exécution des nouveaux 
travaux. Lorsque ceux-ci auront été décidés il sera temps d’envisager l’opportunité d’élargir, 
en vue de ces travaux nouveaux, les cadres d’une commission qui, telle qu'elle est, a exécuté 
sa tache passée d’une maniére satisfaisante. 

En attendant, un accusé de réception pur et simple est, me semble-t-il, la seule pepanae 
qu'il convienne de donner. 

M. Conger: L’amélioration de la riviére et celle de la barre me paraissent des questions 
naturellement liées l'une a l'autre. Il me semble juste que les commercants et les compagnies de 
navigation appelées a faire les frais des travaux que nécessite |’état actuel de la barre, aient au 
sein de la commission des représentants avec voix délibérative. 

Sir Ernest Satow : Il ne peut étre établi de taxes sur Jes navires et les sujets anglais qu’en 
vertu d'une entente entre le Gouvernement Chinois et le Gouvernement Britannique. Je ne 
peux recommander une semblable taxation 4 mon Gouvernement que si elle est appelée a 
favoriser le commerce et la navigation britanniques. Je suis d’avis de donner une part dans la 
direction de l'aflaire & ceux qui en ont pris l'initiative. — 

Le Baron de Mumm: C’est une question qui touche au Protocole. Je ne peux rien faire 
sans des instructions spéciales. 

Une premiére proposition a été faite au Corps Consulaire qui ne s‘est pas encore réuni 
pour examiner. Une seconde proposition vient d’étre directement faite au Corps Diplomatique ; 
je trouve préférable d’attendre d’étre saisis de la premiére afin de les étudier toutes deux 
ensemble. La question de l’opportunité qu’il pourrait y avoir a augmenter le nombre des 
membres de la commission ne se posera que lorsqu’il aura été décidé de procéder aux travaux 
d’amélioration de la barre. Je ne vois pas qu'il y ait urgence de rien changer au Protocole 
final. 

Sir Ernest Satow: J'ai été gaigi. par mon Consul de l'affaire et je ne pourrais pas re- 
commander a mon Gouvernement l’approbation du projet tant que la composition de la 
commission n’aura pas été modifiée, en y admettant des reprepentants du commerce et de la 
navigation. 

M. Dubail : Je n'ai pas d’objections a l’adjonction des deux délégués proposés. 

Le Doyen : Jusqu’ici nos consuls ne nous ont pas saisis de la question principale : les 
travaux a effectuer — |’élargissement de la commission est une question secondaire dont l’exa- 


men doit venir ensuite. 


Le Baron de Mumm : Les compagnies de navigation ont refusé de dire si elles payeraient 


dans la commission. Je n’ai pas d’objections contre l’adjonction de deux 

Fhe td & cette commission, mais je trouve inutile de discuter 4 ce sujet avant de 
xécution des travaux est chose décidée. 

| propose d’accuser simplement réception. 

t Satow demande que laccusé de réception reconnaisse que la requéte est fondée 


¢ 


pour répondre quoi que ce soit de nous étre mis d’accord. 


woe 


Le Secrétaire, : Le Président, 
VIGNON, 3 ; | OZIKANN 


ANNEXE. 


Télégramme adressé & Son Excellence le Baron Czikann de Wahlborn, Ministre d’ Autriche- 
: Hongrie, Doyen du Corps Diplomatique. 


At meeting composed representatives municipal Council Chamber commerce British 
American German Japanese associations held to day to consider new proposals for undertaking 
river conservancy unanimously resolved to support generally scheme outlined memorandum 
submitted Bredon and commend proposals therein made to favourable consideration diplomatic 
body in hope that this urgently needed work be delayed no longer. 


Signé: ANDERSON. 
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rsuant to your telegram of the 26th 
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- ty protest to Foreign Office followed by personal 
— e decision the United States Govern- 
ines ent replied that Chang-chih-tung 
: n ordered by inper daa Decree to make a report, wile 
done, Will watch carefully. Suggest 
| ow to confer with Chang-chih-tung. 
Ree | [OH 04i0 6k. 
gy Peg wan 
February 3, 1905 :30 | 
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KS Os ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


Secretary of State, ‘MAR 10 1905 
: -- Washingt on. 


Srd. It appears to be true that German Minister 
| has attempted to establish the precedent that he should 
be consulted in the appointment of Governor of Shantung. 


ina has evaded the issue. 
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to this Legation agreeable to Chinese Gov't. 
(Confirming telegraphie correspondence. ) 


Mr. Cooli 
Subject: 
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KIN, CHINA. 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, : 


February 7, 1905, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, ps8. 


I have the honor to confirm the Department's tele- 
gram received February Srd, with regard to the detail of 


Lieutenant Frank 


ble as Naval Attaché at Peking, and 


my reply of the 6th, as follows: 


oolidge, 

American Chareé, 
| Navy desires to send Lieutenant Frank 
Marble, United States Navy, as Naval At- 
taché to Tokyo and Peking to relieve pres- 
ent Attachd, Lieutenant Gillis. Cable 
whether this detail is agreeable to Chi- 
nese Government. 


(Signed) LOOMIS. 


Secstate, 
Washington. 
The appointment of Lieutenant 
Frank Marble as Naval Attaché will be 
agreeable to the Chinese Government. 
(Signed) COOLIDGE. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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February 7, 1905. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
3 Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to report that the members of the 
Diplomatic Corps were received in audience by their Majes- 
ties the Emperor and Empress Dowager of China, in the 
Ch'ien-ch'ing Hall in the Forbidden City, this morning 
at half-past nine o'clock. 

The audience was the customary one on the occasion 
of the Chinese New Year, and did not differ ma erially 
from the corresponding ones last year and the year before. 

have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


« 


Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary ofState. 


_ Receipt of Circular Instruction of Dec. 10, 1904, 
entitied, "Correspondence to be sent direct to the 
Department". Interpretation. 


oe 
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OF THE UNIT 


: February 8, 1905. 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D, Cc. 
Sir: ‘ 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Department Circular of December 10, 1904, to the American 
Consular Officers in China, entitled "Correspondence to 
be sent direct to the Department,* 

In accordance with the system introduced, I will, 
unless otherwise instructed, forward communications from 
the Legation directly to the Consular Official concerned. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


a 


Serr, : 
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[eBay 1a, 12, 1904-2001] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | 


e 


Washington, December 10, 1904. 


nerican Consular Officers in China. 


» a 


Gentlemen: 


ment and consular officers in China, it has been deemed ad- 


visable to abolish the practice of forwarding correspondence 


through the office of a supervising consul general. Here- 
after, you will report direct to the Department, and its 


instructions will be communicated to you in like manner. 
You will forward promptly to the American Minister at 
Peking copies of all despatches with the exception of com- 
mercial reports, and you will also keep him fully informed 
of the conditions existing in your respective districts. 
I am, Geukt onan 
ighe Your obedient servant, 


’ 


HERBERT H. D. PEIRCE 


CORRESPONDENCE TO BE SENT DIRECT TO THE DEPARTMENT. 


o In order to expedite communication between the Depart- 


Third Assistant Secretary. 
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CHIEF CLERK, 


ment of State, 


Subject: 
American Chine Development Co. Case. Come 
piiance with telegraphic instructions. Re- 
porting interview and correspondence with F. 0. 


on the subject, Present status am prospects. 


(Confirming telegraphic correspondence. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 9, 1905, 


To the Honorable 
FOR RELS. 1909. 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, ws Oe 
sir: 

Referring to my despatch No. 1797 of January 25th, 
I have the honor to confirm below your telegraphic instruc- 
tion of January 26th and my reply of February Srd, with re¢ 
gard to the proposed annulment of the concession granted 
to the American China Development Company. I also trans- 
mit a copy of my last note of protest to the Foreign Of- 
fice, 

Deeming it advisable to emphasize this note by a per- 
sonal interview, I made an appointment and was received 
by His Excellency Natung and Mr. Wu-ting-fang. In a long 
conference I endeavored to impress upon them the fact that 
the question had entered upon a new phase, that the old 
cause for complaint had disappeared, and that consequent- 
ly there was now no ground upon which an dnmniment epuld 
be admitted. I alsc suggested that the American Govern- 
ment, by guaranteeing the bona fides of the American con- 
trolling interest, made it impossible for the Company in 
future to revert to the undesirable condition which has 
obtained, until recently, in the past. 

_ They replied that for the present the question was 
out of their hands; that it was the province of the Board 


of Commerce to consider the matter; and, above all, that 


as 


a4 , ae 
8 ee See 


as Chang Chih-tung had been commanded by Imperial decree 


to investigate the situation, no action could be taken 


until his report was received; but that all of my Govern- 
ment's representations had been communicated at once. I 
pointed out that this was a question of internal adminis- 


tration which did not concern us. 


ii 


I hope, and am inclined to believe, that the matter 
will be satisfactorily adjusted without the necessity of 
applying the strongest pressure; but this Company is so a’, 
thoroughly discredited by its setions in the past that 


4t seems of the greatest importance that the truly Ameri- 


can character of the enterprise, as at present constituted, 
be impressed upon the officials and gentry of the southern 
provinces, and, above all, upom Chang Chih-tung. It is 
for this reason that I suggested that Mr. Cheshire, who 
has @ great knowledge of Chinese character and is a per- 
sona grata among Chinese officials, should be detailed to 
confer upon this question with the Viceroy, to make clear 
to him that there has been a real change in the conditions, 
and to impress upon him the determination of the American 


Government. This could easily be done and would arouse 


no feeling of dissatisfaction on the part of the central 


government, who would probably welcome any report which 
facilitated the adjustment of this question; in other words, 
I think that the Peking authorities would be quite ready 

to come to some arrangement, but that they fear the anti- 
pathy which would be aroused in the southern provinces by 
ary arbitrary action in this matter. This is my best 


judgment upon a situation on which I have not very full 


information, 


information. 
It is hardly to be expected that the Chinese will be 
convinced that there has been a bona fide change in the 
control of the Company ‘until the leading representatives 
of the former regime shall have been replaced, 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


i baa a (Ge 101 a 


Chargé d'Affaires. 


onfirmation of telegrams: 


"Washington, January 26, 1905, 
Coolidge, Chared, 
Peking. 
26th. Protest with energy against the for- 
feiture of the Canton-Hankow concession. The American 
proprietors have made great sacrifices in regaining abso- 
lute control of the enterprise, and this Government can- 
not tolerate such an act of spoliation as the forfeiture 
of the concession would be. I have so informed the Chi- 
nese Minister here. 
(Signed) HAY." 


"Peking, February 3, 1905, 
Secstate, 
Washington. 

ord. Pursuant to your telegram of the 26th, 
sent strong protest to Foreign Office, followed by per- 
sonal interview, to impress the decision of the United 
States Government. 

Chinese Government replied that Chang Chih-tung 
has been ordered by Imperial decree to make a report, 
pending which nothing can be done. Will watch carefully, 
Suggest Cheshire be sent Hankow to confer with Chang Chih- 
tung. 

(Signed) COOLIDGE." 


ik putea 3 
Mr. Coolidge to ) Foresen nt Jan. ai, 1905. 


rince Ch'ing, #*° @2 i905 : 
; 
® 
§ 


(F, OQ, No, 766.) | , : 


CAN LEGATIOYN, 


a I have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness 


: that I have this day received telegraphic instructions 
from my Government ordering me to protest with: energy 
” against the forfeiture of the concession granted to the oe 
= ‘China Development Company. ‘| 
‘which’ had been sold to” people \ 
of other nationalities have now been regaine@ at a great ‘ 
sacrifice’ bd “Americah proprietors, consequently the i 
control of this’ enterprise’ 4s absolutely Américan, and the : 
American Government cannot tolerate such an act of spolia-~ 
tion as the forfeiture of the concession would be, 
I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Im- 
perial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration, 
John Gardner Coolidge, ce 
| Chareé d'affaires. 4 | 
| To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
| President of the Board of Poreign Affairs. | 
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HON OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 9, 1905 


Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


Subject; 
Effort of German Minister to establish the 


precedent that he should be consulted in ap- 


pointment of Governor of Shantung. Particulars. 
(Confirming telegram sent February 3, 1905) 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


es 
+5 ‘ 


February 9, 1904. ‘° 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, eS 
: Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to confirm my telegram of Fébruary 
Srd, as follows: 

Secstate, 
Washington. 

Third. It appears to be true 
that German Minister has attempted to es- 
tablish the precedent that he should be 
consulted in the appointment of Governor 
of Shantung. China has evaded the issue. 

(Signed) COOLIDGE. 

As I had reason to suppose that telegrams announcing 
this action on the part of Germany had been sent to the 
American and British press, I investigated the matter as 
best I could, with the following result, which I believe 
to be substantially correct: 

Just before the appointment of Chou-fu to be Governcr 
of Shantung in 1902 was announced, the German Minister 
made representations to the Chinese Government in a tenta- 
tive sort of way to the effect that, as Germany had very 
important Suterente in Shantung, he thought it desirable 
that he should be informed beforehand of the man selected 
for the place. The Wai Wu Pu answered that in this case 
it could not be done, as it was well known to everyone 
that Chou-fu had already been appointed though it had not 

been officially announced. 
- On 
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On October Slst last, Chou-fu was promoted to the post 
of Acting Viceroy at Nanking, and Hu Ting-kan, the Prov- 
incial Treasurer of Shantung, was appointed in his place. 
The German Minister then asked, in a more peremptory way, 
why he had not been informed beforehand; and China rather 
weakly answered that Hu had only been appointed Acting 
Governor. 

On Jamuary 10, 1905, the same thing happened again, 
for Hu Ting-kan was transferred to the governorship of the 
Province of Kiangsi, and Yang Shih-hsiang, the Treasurer 
of Chihli, was appointed to succeed him as Acting Governor 
of Shantung. This was followed by a renewed remonstrance, 
which Was met with the same answer, the fact being that 
it is the ordinary procedure in China to appoint a man 
acting governor and only grant the full title when he has 
proved himself efficient. 

The German Minister then demanded that Yang should 
come to him for an interview before leaving to assume his 


new duties, but it was explained that this could not be 


as he had been ordered by edict to proceed to his post 


ae 
er, 


without coming to Peking, a privilege and a question of 


aon 
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moment to Chinese officials, as it saves them from a very 
great expense. It was suggested that the German Minis- 


ter could easily see him by going to Tientsin. It was 


ee 
A= 


finally arranged that there should be a meeting of some 


a sort in a temple cutside of the capital, and this took 


“place a few days ago, but I have heard no report of what 


~~ 


happened on this occasion, or of the conditions obtaining. 
at the conference, except that the German Minister went in 
 @ good deal of state. 
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Your obedient servant 


, 


Charge d'Affaires. 
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STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Subj ect: 


Requesting certain books for the legation 


Library. 


7 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


February 9, 1905. 


the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D, C. 
Sir: 
Ihave the honor to state that since the arrival of 


Mr, Conger at this post the sending to the Legation of 
the Reports of the United States Supreme Court has been 
discontinued. The Legation has a complete set of these 
reports up to No. 170. It is very desirable to have 
the series continued, and I have the honor to request 
that the missing numbers be supplied and orders given 
for the sending of future reports as published, 

| | I also request that the Legation be furnished with 
a copy of Mr. Rockhill's late compilation of the treaties | 
between China and the Foreign Powers, as well as the latest 
edition of the Treaties of the United States and Foreign 
Powers, and the latest edition of a good work on forms. Af 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient’ servant, « 


[ebm Gordan. ( : Ge. 
/ 


Charge d'Affaires. 
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MAR 22 1905 
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BUREAU. 


Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 
for Messrs. Huntington and Barrett 


Passports 
o former in Bombay; compliance with 


forwarded to 
Instruction No. 865 of December 16, 1904. 
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N OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 10, 1905, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
| I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of De- 
‘ partment Instruction No. 865 of December 16, 1904, with 


regard to the proposed geographical explorations of Messrs. 
ee Reker Co Voy 
Huntington and parrett in Asiatic Russia and the Chinese 
Empire. 

By the previous mail a letter was received from Mr. 
Marlett, of the Department of Agriculture, enclosing one 
from Mr. Huntington to Mr. Conger, giving an account of 


his plans and purposes. 


I therefore applied for passports covering as much 
of the western territory as possible, and they have been 
issued, with permission to travel in Chinese Turkestan, 
‘Mongolia, Kansu and Shensi. I was asked when and where 
the travelers expected to enter Chinese territory 80 that 
local authorities might be notified. To this I could 
give no reply except that they would make their way from 
India into Chinese Turkestan in the eariy summer. 

The passports have been forwarded to Mr. Huntington 
in Bombay. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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February 10, 1905 


Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


FOR RELS, 1905, 


Subject: 
Prench Minister notifies Legation of willingness 
of French Government to accept so-called counter- 


project of the Ministers for the Conservancy of 
the Whangpoo River. 
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Segre PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 10, 1905. 


— 


To the Honorable 


fe FOR RELS, 1905. 
: Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
have the honor to report that the French Minister 
has just notified me that, realizing the interest felt by 
the American Government in the speedy settlement of the 
Whangpoo Conservancy question, as evinced by the Instruc- 
tion of November 19th to the United States Diplomatic Rep- 
resentatives, he had tc inform me that his Government had 
telegraphed its willingness to accept the so-called coun- 
ter-project of the Ministers, a copy of which was forward- 
ed to the Department for its approval in my No, 1792 of 
January 14th. - 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Pebruary 11, 1905. 


ee 


. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


Loan of 41,000,000, negotiated through foreign Banks 


\ 


in Peking, for payment of arrears of indemnity. 
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| OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 11, 1905, 


=e fo the Honorable —- 
: John Hay, : 
- - Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to report that in connection with 


the expected payment of the arrears of the indemnity, the 


Chinese Government has arranged for a loan from the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation and the Deutsch- 

Asiatische Bank as follows: 461,000,000 at 5%; redeemable 
by twenty annual payments, or at any time at par, by giv- 


ing six months' notice; the service to be paid from the 


Peking octroi and deposited in the Hongkong and Shanghai 


Bank. It is secured by the Chinese Imperial Government 

guarantee and the likin revenue of the Province of Shansi. 
This is notable as the first foreign loan ever ne- 
gotiated in Peking and payable there from local funds. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


China's latest proposals for payment of the 
Indemnity. History of the negotiations up 
to the present. 


(Confirming legation telegram of 15th inst. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 24, 1905. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

= I have the honor to confirm my telegram of February 
15th indicating the nature of the proposals which China 
now offers, informally, with a view to the settlement of 
all questions at issue connected with the payment of the 


indemnity;(as follows: © 


Secstate, 
Washington, Pe 
iSth. Latest indemnity propos- ~~» 
al of China is to pay eight million Proto- ‘ 
col Taels in settlement of arrearage with- 
in 25 days after signature of the agree- 
ment, with four per cent interest from 
January 1, 1905.  FPuture payments to be 
made monthly with four per cent interest 
allowed till due. Payments to be at Lon- 
don rate of bar silver on the day of pay- 
ment or by the unrestricted purchase of 
i. drafts or telegraphic transfers expressed 
in the currency of the receiving Govern- 
ment as the latter prefers. 
(Signed) COOLIDGE. 


When China refused the Belgian proposals, she offered 
to pay the indemnity as @ gold debt at Protocol rates if 
sertatn concessions were made regarding matters of inter- 
est on payments, and if an equitable system of fixing the 


rate of exchange were substituted for the arbitrary one 
which had prevailed. The Powers, before considering 


4 


this proposition, desired to know how much loss these 
concessions would involve; and various tables were drawn 
up on various bases by the Bankers Commission, with vari- 
ous results. | 

It soon became evident that the attempt to arrive 
at an agreement as to the exact sum would be productive 
of an indefinite delay -- partly because the bases of 
calculation were essentially different, and partly be- 
cause inaccuracies were quickly discovered in most of 
the tables presented. Furthermore, the representatives 


of the Powers concermed were not agreed as to the nature 


and extent of the concessions which should be granted in 


return for China's offer to pay on a gold basis. 

Finally, the Chinese Government, after confer- 
ence with foreign representatives, decided to offer a 
fixed sum in payment of arrears to January 1, 1905, in 
the nature of a compromise between the amount payable if 
the concessions which they had asked for had been agreed 
to, and the amounts claimed as due according to the cal- 
culations based on the varying interpretations of Article 
6 of the Protocol. For the future, a new system of es- 
tablishing the rates of payment was proposed, offering to 
each of the different governments concerned an independent 
choice between three different systems -- all of them 
framed with the intention of removing from the hands of 
the voting majority of the Bankers Commission at Shanghai 
the power to establish an artificial rate of exchange 
for their own advantage, as has been their custom in the 


* the 
ri a 


past. oa 


I am convinced that these proposals, if adopted, would e 


be advantageous; in the first place, as settling the ques~ 


tion 


arrears and, in the second, as providing China 
th a more equitable basis for payments in the future. 
The negotiations which are outlined in this despatch 
explained at some length in the enclosures herewith, . 
which I forward without translations, as they reached me 
today and I have not time to render them into English be- 
Tore the closing of the mail. 


I have the homor to be, Sir, 


# 


f 


Your obedient servant, 
: 4 
/ Nir. y ard. 


Charge a'Affaires. 
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Pekin le 7 Fevrier 1905, 
Pourparlers engages avec le gouvernement chinois. 
en vue d'obtenir la signature des bons 


nationaux. 
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Par une note collective, en date de 26 Juillet 1904, 
les Représentants des Puissances signat 
de 1901, a l'exception du Ministre des Etats-Unis d' Amer - 
ique, introduisirent aupres du Wai Wuh Puh la proposition 


‘es du Protocole 
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transactionnelle, dont le gouvernement belge avait pris 


l‘initiative, relativement au paiement de 1' indemnite. 
Cette proposition tendait a autoriser la Chine a 
/ 7 : ‘ 
se liberer, comme elle l'avait fait jusque la, en argent, 


en cours. du jour de chaque versement, et a eteindre de 


shia. l' integralite de 1' indemnite, 
reelle des paiements dependant du cours 


que tentes les fois que 


ence entre les sommes versees et les sommes 


-_ aux Puissances etaient en faveur de celles-ci, cette 
resterait due et serait productive des memes 

' que le principal de 1' indemnitée ‘ 

Le taux du ige devait etre fixe tous les mois, 

et non, —_ les six mois comme le stipulait le protocole. 


‘Apres des pourparlers qui ont dure pendant les mois 
d*Aout et de re, la peapenttion transactionnelle 
dont il stagit. ne fut pas acceptee par les Ministres 
chinois. 
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Leseriefs mrtionkie contre elle etaient de laisser 
- Chine dans 1' ignorance du montant aquel elle aurait 
a faire face en 1940 * de 1‘ obliger a payer des intérets 


composés sur les aifferences dues aux Puissances jusqu'a 
cette derniere date. 
Bans ces conditions, toute entente devenait impossible 
et le Wai Wuh Puh me remit, a titre officieux la contre 


proposition qui fut soumise a l'examen des Ropresentants 
des Puissances par la circulaire du 15 Octobre 1904, No. 
125, 

La Chine reconnaissait que 1l' indemnite constituait 
une dette en or, consentait a signer immediatement les 
bons nationaux et a effectuer les versements integraux 
en or, a partir du 1®* Janvier 1905, aux trois conditions 
suivantes: 

1, imation du taux du change d'apres le 
cours moyen de l'or pendant le mois du versement. 

2.  Renonmciation de la part des Puissances aux 
interets sur les arricres. 

3. Deduction & raison de 4% sur les versements 
anticipes, jusq'a la date ou ces versements auraient du 
etre effectues. 

Da ns la Pensee du gouvernement chinois la premiere 


et la Gektntoms de ces propositions devaient avoir un 
effet retroactif. Malheureusement, le passage relatif a 
la yeupensaitiee fut omis par erreur dans la traduction 
francaise de la note chinoise. D'ou necessite pour 
plusieurs Representants des Puissances qui avaient ex- 
prime une opinion favorable au sujet du projet chinnis 
(circulaire No. 125) de demander de nouvelles instructions. 
Il importait avant tout de se rendre compte de la 


mesure 
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mesure du sacrifice que l'assentiment donne au projet 


chinois entrainerait pour les Puissances en ce qui con- 
cerne le sanee. 

Dams ce but, j'ai prie le Wai Wuh Puh de dresser un 
tableau ou figuraient les sommes a payer par la Chine 
le 31 Decembre 1904 pour couvrir le deficit des trois 


dernieres annees, i 
Les deux premieres repouses du Wai Wuh Puh, gui ont 4 
fait l'objet des circulaires du 27 Octobre et du 17 Novem- Mf 


bre, furent vagues et ne mentionnaient pas la somme de Ei 
9,000,000 de taels montant des arrérages du premier 


semestre, C'est que les Puissances et la Chine se ae 


Oe Ne a ROE Le Tee, ee - Ee reat i 
1 rep rhe it AH 8 ARE as ak lll — * : 
Reta ap Ee Shee ee ost nea UM (OEP RS Boe ont etd 


placaient, em ce gui concerne le paiement de ces arrerages, 


/ 2 
a un point de vue different. En effet, du 1°* Janvier 


1902 au 31 Decembre 1904, La Chine a affecte une somme i 


annmuelle de 5,000,000 de taels a l'extinction des arrerages 
du second semestre de 1901. Le Taoctai de Shanghai le 
fit savoir a la Commission des Banquiers par une lettre 
du mois de Fevrier 1902,  Toutefois, comme d'une part, 


/ sod ; it 
un delai de trois ans avait ete imparti a la Chine pour 1 


/ x 
se liberer de ces arrerages et comme, d'autre part, la val- 


eur du metal blanc avait flechi sensiblement depuis 


i 


1" : au le Protocole avait fixe l'equivalence du 


K,Tael par rapport aux monnaies sy differents pays, 
r* banquiers affecterent la totalite du versement a 
l'extinetion de la dette du semestre echu et des interets 
des 9,000,000 de taels. Il eu resulte que, d'apres les 
banquiers, la Chine etait debitrice vis a vis des Puis- 
sances, au 51 Decembre 1904, non seulement de la totalite 
des arrerages, soit 9,000,000 de H.K, taels, mais encore 


d'une somme de 1 cer Sh. Taels pour les arricres des 


trois annees ecoutess ° 
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Au contraire, la prétendait qu'elle s'était 
acquittee de le totalite de sa dette, mais en argent. 

Bile consentait, puisqu'elle reconnaissait son obligation 
de payer en or a parfaire la difference, mais a la con~ 
dition que les interets sur les 9,000,000 de taels cesser- 
aient d'etre portes a son debit proportionellement a la 
quote part du principal qu'elle avait acquitte; en d'autres 
mots, elle etait dd toes a payer des wnseretes sur 9, 00000 
de taels pendant la premiere annee, sur 6,000,000 pendant 
la seconde et sur 5,000,000 pendant la troisiene et der- 
niere. 

De longs pourparlers furent necessaires afin de 
decider le Wai Wuh Puh é dresser un tableau ou figurat 
le montant exact de sa dette. 

Le tableau, qui fut soumis aux Representants des 
Puissances le 11 Decembre 1904 avait ete dresse sur les 
bases suivantes. 

(a) Remise a la Chine des interets sur les paiements 
arricres. | 

(b) Deduetion a raison de 4% sur les versements 
mensuels. : 

(ce) Fixation du cours du change d'apres le prix 
moyen de l'or pendant le mois ayant precede le versement, 

(a) Bonifacation a la Chine des interets sur les 


ts des versements semestriels, 


‘Ainsi calculée, le deficit de la Cine se reduisait 


a& 81,052,000, tandis qu'il atteignait en realité, selon 
les banquiers, 1,411,000 &. 

Le sacrifice exige depassait la mesure des con- 
cessions que les Puissances étaient disposees a faire a la 
Chine. Cette impression se dégage des debats auxquels 
la question de 1'indemnite donna lieu le 14 Decembre 1904. 
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Bn vue de diminuer la perte, certains Ministres proposaient 


de ne pas donner d' effet rétroactif aux clauses relatives 
a la remise des intérets sur les arricres et a la deduc- 


tion des interets sur les versements mensuels. D'autres 


Representants des Puissances inclinaient a diviser la perte 


entre la Chine et les Puissances. 

Quant a l'avenir, les Ministre# etaient unanimement 
d*avis qu'il convenait de proteger la Chine contre 
l'arbitraire dans la fixation du taux du change. 0n se 
ralliait au principe du taux moyen sans pouvoir se 
mettre d’accord sur le mode de le fixer, On ecarta 
successivement la cote publiee par les journaux de 
Shanghai, la cote d'un des etadlissements financiers de 
cette ville et la moyenne des cotes de ces divers étab- 
lissements. Un moyen simple de trancher la aifficulte 
eut ete d‘autoriser le gouvernement celeste a negocier 
Lui~meme le change, c'est . dire a se liberer en traites. 
L' article VI du Protocole ou il est ait: "Le capit al et 
les interets seront payables en or ou au taux du change 
correspondant", ne semblait pas 1'autoriser. On 
suggera alors de s‘en rapporter, pour la fixation du 
cours, au prix de l'argent a Londres. 

ie Le majorite des Puissancem consentaient a boni_fier 


Chine 4% sur les versements mensuels, d'autres 
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quent a l'avenir. . 

} | qu nce, j*ai notifie. ‘au Wai Wuh Puh que les 
ces n*admettaient pas la retroactivite des clauses 
1 et 3 ae la note du 13 Octobre 1904 et n'entendaient pas 


| dite refit les calculs de l'indemnite sur la base du taux 
moyen. 
Le Wai Wuh Puh nous fit tenir sa reponse le 25 Janvier. 


Elle ne realisait pas complétement notre attente. Pour le 


passe, elle offrait une somme de 1,200,000 & mmxxkm en vue 


de couvrir le deficit total, tandis que, comme on l'a vu 
plus haut, le chiffre indique par les banquiers s"elevait a 
1,411,000 &. Ala verite, la Chine renoncait & la remise des 
interets sur les arriéres et ala deduction des interets de 

4% ver les versements mensuels, mais elle ntadoptait pas Le 
mode de comptebilite des banguiers ou, en d'autres fermes, 

elle rectifiait leurs calculs sur les indications que lui 

avait donnees le Taotai de Shanghai, concernant le taux du 
change. 

Toutefois il aparu equitable de tenir compte a la Chine, 
dans une certaine mesure, des penefices que les banquiers 
avaient realises a son detriment et la proposition de 8,000,000 
de tacle du Protocole ou 1,2000,000 Za éte generalement 
bien usillie. 


Pour l'avenir, la note chinoise di¢ait: "Si les Puissances 


consentent a la fixation mensuelle du faux d'apres le cours 
moyen, et @ la déduetion de 4% sur les versements mensuels, on 
ne reglera pas le deficit des trois dernieres annees conforme- 
ment aux propositions au Wai Wuh Puh.” I1 a paru dangereux 
é*eesepter cette redaction qui avait le déefaut de ne pas 


‘eciser les modes de paiement auxquels la Chine recourrait 
en vue de se liberer. 


En outre, L*accord n‘'etait pas encore 
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etable sur le taux moyen. Depuis la reunion diplomatique 
du 14 | Décembre, certaines Puissances étaient revenues de 
leurs preventions contre les traites et inclinaient s les - 

C oaep t er plutot que de s'en reférer au prix de l'argent a 
Dans le cas ou il etait loisible a la Chine de se libérer 
par des traites am ou des transferts telegraphiques c.a.d. 
de negocier elle-meme le change, le taux moyen devenait sans 
objet. 

Ou fit entendre au Wai Wuh Puh de laisser aux Puissances 
le choix entre ces deux modes de paiement, PS savoir les 
traites et les transferts telegraphiques, ou le taux corres- 
pondant au prix de l*argent a Lenieea. 

"En ce qui concerne l*avenir, était il dit dans l'aide 


memoire que j'ai remis au Wai Wuh Pukh le 27 Janvier, les 


} 
Puissances autorisent le Chine a operer des versements mensuels, 


et a deduire 4% d'intéret sur ces versements. Ceux-ci seront 
effectues sur la base du prix de l'argent a Londres multiplie 
par le coefficient des charges. Quant aux Puissances qui 
n'accepteraient pas ce mode de liberation, la Chine devra les 
payer en or ou en transferts telegraphiques en monnaie de 
leur pays, - oe pourra se presurer a 8a veloate et au mieux 
de ses intérets." 
- Les Ministres chinois ont mis quelque hésitation @ 
accepter les transferts telegraphiques, mais enfin ils s'y 
sont resignes. 


moyen de traites, 


Ils ont demande a pouvoir se libérer au 
etant bien entendu d'ailleurs que ces 
traites seraient a la Ainpostticn de la Puissance creanciére 
au jour de l'echeance. La Chine trouve a ce systeme un 
certain avantage. Si d'une coté, elle perd 1’#ntéret 


pendant la duree du voyage de la traite, elle peut, d'autre 


+, se procurer des traites au moment ou le change lui 


p arait 
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superieures au taux de l'interet. Crest ainsi qu'on 


voit en Europe une élevation d'escompte inciter les banquiers 
| | / 

a fournir a decouvert sur leurs correspondants & l'etranger 
ee oe \ / / 

des lettres de change a longue echeance, pour profiter de la 


/ / 
difference entre le taux de l'escompte a l'etranger et celui 
de leur pays. 


tl a ete Site difficile de faire comprendre aux Ministres 
chinois la signification des mots “coefficient des charges". 
Le taux dell ’argent est telegraphie quotidiennemerit de Londres 
a Shanghai. 
fret, 1‘ assurance et le courtage, soit de 0.90 a 1%. Ilya 


On l'augmente du prix de l'envoi, a savoir le 


lieu de remarquer aussi que le pair intrinsique de l'argent 
cote a Londres est inf erieur a celui de Shanghai Tael et que 
celui-ci pese plus que l'gnce troy... 

eer aéterminer le taux du change a Shanghai d'apres le 
prix de l'‘argent a Londres, il y a done un calcul a faire. 

Il consiste 5 multiplier la valeur de l'once d'argenta Londres 
par 1,182. 

La reponse du Wai Wuh Puh date du 31 Janvier Elle ne 
parut pas encore acceptable. La Chine admetait bien les 
traites, les transferts telegraphiques et le prix de l'‘argent 
a Londres, mais elle ne disait pas que paiements seraient 


en monnaie respective de chaque pays et verses 


sctem nt entre ies mains de chaque Puissance. En outre, 
le gouvernement chinois elevait la pretention 4' echelonner le 
remboursement des arricres et se taisait a l'endroit des in- 
terets sur ces arrieres depuis le 1°" Janvier 1905 jusqu'au 
jour du paiement. D'ou necessite de proposer au Wai Wuh Puh 
de nouvelles modifications (voir annexe 7). 

De ce contre projet que j'ai remis au Wai Wuh Pub le 
ir Fevrier, la premiere partie ayant trait la modalite 


des paiements, fut acceptee et la seconde, relative aux 
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Pekin, February 7; 1905, 
Conferences held mith the Ohinese Government with a view to 
obtaining the signature of the national 
bonds. 


By a collective note dated duly 26, 1904, the Representatives of 


the Bower’ whith signed the Protocol of 1901, with the exeeption of the Minister 


of the Umited States of America, presented to the Wai Wuh ‘Puh the compronis ¢€ 


proposition, of which the Belgian Government had taken the initiative, rslating 


to the payment of the indemnity. 
fhis proposition tended to authorize Chine to pay her debt, as she 
had been da@ing up to that time, in silver, at the rate of exchange of the dike § 
of each installment, and to pay off the whéle indemnity in this manner. 
fhe real value of the payments depending on the rate of exchange 


° 


on silver, it wes understood that évery time the difference between the sung” 


paid and the sums due the Powers was .in favor of the latter, this differen 


would remain due and would produce the same interest as the pminaipal of the 


indemnity. 
The rate of exchanée had to be fixed every month, and not every six 


| | 
nonths as stipulated in the protocol. 4 


| : After conferences which continued during the months of August end if 
Septeabée, the compromise proposition in question was not accepted by the i 
Chinese ministers. = | 

Phe objections made against it were that .it would leave China in 4 


ignorance as to the amount which ghewould have to pay in 1940, and oblige her 


bo pay compound interest on the differsnees due the Powers up to the latter 


- 


* 


Gabe, 
Under these conditions no agreement was possible and the Wai Wub Pub 


transmitted to ma, officially, the counter proposition which was submitted 
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the: exaninstion of the Seprecentatives. ha, Resins by the airaular of bel har 
, Ho. 125, 
: | China. acknowlédged that tho indemnity. constituted a debt payable in 


sold, and eonsanted to sign immediately the national bends and to make the 
installments dn Sold, besinnins January 1, 1905, on the following three condi- 
sions? 
| 4. Bixing of the rate of exchange accordins to the average exchande 
janing the month ef the eaveass. 

2. Renunciation on the part of the iPowers of interest on arrearases. 

8, Deduction at the rate of 4 per cent on advanced payments, up to 
he date when these payments. aught bo have been made. 

In the oninion of the Chinese Government the first and the third of 
chess propositions ought to have a retroathive effect. Unfortunately, the 
oassage referning to the retroactive effect was omitted by error from the 
French translation of the Chinese note. Hence arose the necessity for. several 

representatives of the iPowers who had expressed a favorable opinion on the 
Chinese project (airaular No. 125.) to demand new instructions, 

tt was important above all to ascertain the extent of the sacrifice 
‘whieh a cansent to the Chinese praject would involve for the iPowers as regards 
the past. 

For this purpesa, 1 requested the Wai duh jPuh to draw up a table 
showing the sums to be paid by China en December 31, 1904, in order to cover. 
the deffoit of the last three years. 

fhe first two replies of the Wai Woh Puh,, which. formed. the. supject. 
of the. cireulars. of Sctober. 27 a tteunokae. fh, tate. vidhe. col: he aes 


tion the. sum of 9,000,000 taels,. beings the amount. of the arrearages of the 


first, six. months. The reason was. that. the Powers and Ghina toek a different 


standpoint. regarding the payment of these: arreatages. In point of fact, from 


January. 1,. 1902, to Besenber. 31, 1904, China allotted an annual sum of 3,000,000 


taels. for. the. extinction of the arresrages. ef the second half of 1901. The 
Paobai. of ‘Shanghai. made this known to the Commission of Bankers by 2 letter 


‘Fobraary,, 1902. However, inasmuch as on the one hand a period of three 
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years. had ‘ween: granted to Ohina to. , clear: herself of these arrearages, and as, 
on the other: hand, the saise of the white. motal had declined sensibly. since 
‘tis time then the Protocol had fixed. the equivalence of the H. K. Tael with 
redard | to the currencies of the various countries, the bankers devoted the 
sotal amount of the installnent to the extinction of ‘the debt of the half 


| year. which was dae-azx and of the interest on the 9,000,000 taeis. fhe result 


is that, according to the bankers, China was a debter to the Powers, on December. || 


31, 1904, not only for the total amount of the arrearages, vis, 9,000,000 i. kK, 
tadlag 60 also for a sum of 1,435,000 Sh. taels for the arrearages of the 
three years elapsed. 

‘On the sontrery, China claimed that she had acguitted herself of the 
whole of her debt, but in silver. She consented, since she acknowledged her 
sbligation te pay in ¢@ld, to make up the bites ccani: bel on condition that the 


taels should cease to be placed to her debit propor- 


interest on the 8, 
ieaniis to ‘tha quota of the principal which she had discharged; in other 
words, she was disposed to pay interest on 9,000,900 tasis durins the first 
year, on 6,000,000 during the second, 

bons conferences were necessary in order to induce the fai Wah Pub 
to prepare a table showins the exact amount of this debt. 

fhe table, which was submitted to the representatives on December 
11, 1904, had been prepared on the following bases: 

(a): Remission to China of the interest on payments in arrears. 

({b} Deduction at the rate of 4 per cent on the monthly installments. 

(od Fixing of the rate of exchange according to the average price 
of gold during the month precedinés the installment. 


(a) Allewance to Ghina of the interest on the .ex¢essesvef the 


semiannual installments. a 
Thus calculated, China's deficit was reduced to 21,032,000, whereas 


is really amounted, according to the bankers, to $1,411,000. 


The sacrifice required exceeded the extent of the concessions shich 
B the Powers were state to make to China. Phis impression is gained from the 


disonssions | bead vhteb she question of the. indemnity seve. rise on December 14, 


\ fhe 


and on 3,000,000 durins the third and last. 
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o diminishing the loss, certain ministers proposed not 


ne tr eat iy” Be % 


bo give » rebrosotive effect to the clauses relative to the remission of the 


interest 


} on the arrearages: and to. aia deduction of the interest from the monthly 
installments. Other representatives of the Powers were inclined to divide the | 
loss ae Ghina and tho Powers, q 
is te the future, the ministers were unanimously of opinion that | 
it was proper to ‘protect China asainst sebieears rules in fixing the rate of 
sxohamges: fhey agreed to the prineiple of the averages rate, but withort being 
able t© peach a conclusion as to the method of fixing it. They suceessively 
rejected the quotation ‘peblished by the Shanghai newspapers, the quotation of 
one of ‘the financial institutions of this city, and the average of the quotations | 
of chile: various establishments. A simple means of settling the difficulty 
would have been to authorise the celestial sovernment te negotiate the exchanse 
itself; that is, to pay in drafts. Article ¥1 of the Protocol which says: 


"The capital and interest shall be payable in gold or at the correspondins rate 


of exchange” did not seem to authorize it. I+ was thon sudsested to refer te 
the priee ef silver in London for the fixins of the rate of exchange. 

Phe majority of. the Powers consented to allow China 4 per cent on 
‘thes monthly installments, while others would have liked not to exeeed 2 per 
cent, the rate ecerrespondins to the interest allowed by the banks on the daily 
balanee of their running accounts. 


Prom ny Gosferonces with the ministers of the Wai Wah Poh I had 


reached ‘tthe conclusion that they would be ncbomnodating as regards the past, 
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orovided the Porers were willins to acceie to their demands with regard to the 


rebaie 
Consequently, I notified the Wai Wuh Puh that the ngpere would not 
admit, the retroactive effect ef clauses 1 and 3 of the note of Sctober 12, 
1904,. and noula not agree bo the recalculation of the indemnity en the basis 
of the average rate. 
| The Wai Huh Pub sont us its reply on January 25, lt did not ia 
ely tui fAll our expectations. for the past, it offered a sum of £1,000, 000 


en * the total deficit, voerens aS was seen above, the ‘| 


In poant of fact, Chine | 


Pring 


© 
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waived the. remission of the interest on 1 the arresrages and the jeduction of 
the. interest of 4 per cont on the monthly fastallacats, but she did net adopt 
the nothod of caloulating of tho bankers, er, in ether words, she rectified 


bheir ealoulations according to the indications that had been sSiven her by 


the Paotad. of Shanghai, concerning the rate of exchange. 
meveves, 3% appeared equitable te give Shins ersedit, to a esrtain 
éxtent,: for the profits which the bankers ‘ead realized to her detriment, and 
the wieiwtiin ef 8,000,000 Protocol hanks or £1, 200,000 was generally well 
received. 
For the futures, the Chinese note said: "If the Powers consent to 
the nonthly. fixing of the rate of exchange according to the average rate, and 
60 the deduction of 4 per cent on the monthly installments, the deficit of the 
last three years will not be regulated according to the propositions of the 
fai. Woh Puh." It appeared dangerous te accept this wording, which had the 
jefect of not specifying the methods of payment to which China was having 
recourse with a view ob Cec tned ide -bed {dviobtedness. Moreover, the average 
rtte had not yet been agreed upon. Since the diplomatic meetins of December 
14, certain Powers had ssview deer their prejudices against drufts, and inclined 
to aceept them rather than to refer the matter to the price of silver in London. 
In ease it was permissible for China to discharge her indebtedness 
by moans of drafts or telegraphic transfers, that is, to negotiate herself the 
ah the average rate lost its purpose. 
ae fai. fluh Puh was given to understand that it should leave to 
the powers the choice between these two modes of payment, viz, drafts and 


telegraphic transfers, or the rate cerrespendins to the price of silver at 


London. 

“As far as the fubare is eoncerned,” said the memorandum which [ 
sent to the Wai Wah Puh on January 27, "the Powers authorize China te make 
nonthly installments, and to deduct 4 per cent pes on these instisllments. 
The latter shall be made on ae pasis of the price of silver at London, malti- 


plied by the coefficient of charges, is regards the. Powers which would not 


cept this node of P discharging. her . indebtedness, Chine shall pay them in gold, 
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lever 


on Ve telegraphic transfers. ie aeney, wa their peepee nents which she may procure 


The Chinese wishekans a guid. some: ss liatapniibaiiibediaeebysing 


sho Sebbunenhds transfers, but they Piudily vesisecd themselves to it. Phey 


asked to be allewed to discharge their indebtedness by means of drafts, it 
oeing well. understood that these drafts would be at the dispesal of the ereditor 


power On the date of maturity. China finds a certain advantage in this system. 


If, ot: ths ens hand, she loses the interest during the time the draft is travel- 


ing, she Gan, on the other hand, procure drafts at the time the rate of exchange 


appears faverable to her, and it is known that the fluctuations of the rate of 


sxchanée are often dreater than the rate of interest. Thus, we 


see in &urope 


, rise in diseount incite the bankers to furnish unsecured to their corresponi- 
ents abroad long-dated bills of exchange, in order to profit by the difference 
between the vate: of diseount abroad and that of their own country. 

It was very difficult to make the Ghinsse ministers understand the 
neaningoof the words “coefficient of charges." Phe rate of silver is tele- 


éraphed daily from Lenden to Shanghai. It is inersased by the price of sending, 


viz, the freight, insurance, and broksrase, or from 0.90 to 1 per cent. It 
may be observed also that the intrinsic par. value of silver. quoted at London 
is below that of the Shanghai tael, and that the latter weighs more than a 
troy. OUNGS. 
In order to determine the rate of exchange at Shanghai sonerding be 
she pies of silver. at bondon, there is therefere a eénpet ation to be made. 
it: consists in multiplying the value of an ounce of silver at bondern by 1,182. 
The reply ‘of the Nai. Wuh Puh dated from January 31. It did not yet 


appear acceptable. China did admit the drafts, the telegraph transfers, and 
the price of silver at Loadon, but she did not say that. the payments would be 
paid in the respective money of each country and directly into the hands of 
sach Power.  MWoreever, the Chinese Government raissd the claim of proportion- 
ing the Payment. of the arrearages: and was Silent regardiné the interest on 
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gent. te the Wai Wuh Poh on Pebruary 


‘erring to the manner of making the payments, was 


id part, relating to the interest, was rejected (see annex 8). 


After urgent pressure, the Wai Woh Pub yielded also on this question 
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gee its lett 


vr of February 5, annex 9). 


Phese successive modifications led the Chiness Government to propose 


the method of settlement which formed the subject of the circular of February 


6, No.” 16. 
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Peking, le 6 Fevrier 1905, 


Circulaire No. 16, 


Par suite de pourparlers que Bon Excellence le Min- 
istre de Belgique et d'autres Ministres ont eus avec les 
Ministres Chinois, le Yaiwupu a envoye a Monsieur de 

Gaiffier a titre officieux le projet de note et le tab=- 


leau ci-joints que j'ai l'honneur de mettre en circula- 


tion avec la traduction francaise. 


Comme ce projet ne paraissait pas encore acceptable, 


/ 
Monsieur de Gaiffier a engage de nouveaux pourparlers 


avec le Waiwupu en vue de se tarniner d'une fagon plus 
Claire 1a mode du paiement et de faire porter des inter- 
‘ets @ raison de 4% sur les huit millions de H. Taels du 
Protecole depuis le 1 janvier 1905 jusqu'au jour de la 
liquidation, 

Ces pourparlers ont amene le Waiwupu a accepter le 


projet de note ci-joint avec traduction francaise, 


Dene ce projet asides du Gouvernement Chinois _ 
pee 

se qui avait bie 40 $1,032,408/8/10, est portee A 
Peake du Protocole 8,000,000 (1,200,000) que la 


i. Haikuan 
—— 6e declare prete a payer dans un delai de 25 jours 
apres la signature de l‘arrangement et qui porteront 
inséret . raison de 4h a partir du 1 janvier 1905 jusqu’ 
au jour bs paiement. : 
Tl resulte de ce chiffre, compare. avec celut de 
HT, P. irae 6 ina (2/1) que la Commission 


/ 
nous a indique comme représentant 


la creance 
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la oreance integrale des Puissances aul janvier 1905, 
que l'acceptation de la proposition chinoise entrainerait 
- pour la totalite des Puissances une perte de H.T.P. 
1,412,549.70 (%211,852/9/1), D'apres le nouveau tableau 
qui vient de nous etre adresse par la Commission des Ban=- 


quiers et que j'ai mis scus les yeux de mes honorables 


Collegues par la ery No. 15 du 4 de ce mois, cette 
perte serait dtadines de H.T,P.374, 968.59 (856245/8/9), si (3) | 
le calcul des banquiers A ae sur la base de L'or 

comme le Corps Diplomatique l'avait demande ‘ titre 
d'information par le telegranme de Son Excellence le 

Baron Czikann du 14 decembre dernier. 

Bn ce qui coneerne l'avenir, la Chine demande aux 
Puissances l‘'autorization a' opsrer des versements men- 
suels et a déduire 47, a'intérets sur ces versements. Ces ] 
versenents seront effectues aux choix des diverses Puis- 
sances soit sur la base du prix de l'argent ‘ Londres scit 
en traites ou en transferts téiderepktques ,aue la Chine 
pourra e66 procurer n'importe ou et n'importe comment au 
mieux de ses iikerets et qu'elle remettr@ directement aux 
diverses Puissances dans leurs monnaies aux termes d' 
bcheance. Dfapres des indications verbales des Minis- 
tres du Waiwupu, chaque Puissance devra faire son choix 
‘quant au mode du paiement une fois pour toutes lors de la 
conclusion du nouvel arrangement. 

En priant mes honorables Collegues comme Doyen, de 
vouloir bien exprimer leurs opinions sur la nouvelle prop- 
osition chinoise, j'ai l*honneur d'ajouter en ma wiebiaa 
de Ministre d*Allemagne, qu‘’en vue d‘un regienent 
aéfinitif de la question de 1 inbeinite et de la recon- 
naissance par la Chine de la dette en or dans sa communi- 
cation du 14 Octobre 1904, je recommanderai l'acceptation 
| de la 
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a proposition chinoise a mon Gouvernement. 
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D°ss que cette circulaire me sera restituee, 


mettrai en circulation une seconde fois afin que 


puisse prendre copie des annexes. 
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2nd Projet de Note. 


2de la ciréulaire 
No. 16. 


Note. 


Dapres les calculs faits par le Wai Wuh Puh au sujet des 
arrieres de l'indemnite pour les trois annees precedents, le 
total de la dette de la Chine vis-a-vis des Puissances s'elevait 
» 08.10. 


Deautre part, il resulte d'une note qui nous a ete remise 
par Monsieur de Gaiffier que la somme due pour couvrir le de- 
ficit des trois derniers annees se chiffre a & 1,419, 443..8..8 


De l’avis des Ministres a Pekin, les Ministres des Finan- } 


ces des differents pays ont fait état des sommes payees pour 1 
les annees ecoulees et les ont affectees depuis longtemps a 
des depenses et il parait impossible de modifier les comptes. 
En consequence les trois points proposes par le Wai Wuh Puh ne 
seyrnisat Sere appliquees a la Chine en ce qui concerne les 


trois annees: ecoulées. 
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notifie par le Taotai de Shanghai. 

De la comparaison des deux taux, il ressort que les bane 
ine se réservent des avantages trop considerables a 1'oc~- 
casion du paiement de l‘indemnite. 


De la le a la 5e echeance 


Cours des banquiers Cours du Taotai 

30 Juin 1902 2.3 1/4 2.3 5/8 

/ 
31 Decembre 1902 2.1 1/2 2.2 
30 Juin 1903 2.3. 2.3 7/8 

f ar 
31 Decembre 1903 2.4 1/ 2.5 1/4 
30 Juin 1904 2.5 5/8 2.6 5/8 


_&n ce qui concerne la 6e echeance le cours a ete fixe 
dans le calcul de Monsieur de Gaiffier a 2.8. C'etait un 
cours qui ayant ete fixe d‘avance ne pouvait etre gue fictif. 
Nous avans appris depuis qu'au 31 Decembre ce cours était de 
2.9 1/8. 

28. La dette de la Chine étant une dette en or, le compte 
des arricres de chague semestre doit etre etabli en or et non 
pas en Shanghai taels. 

brnpeen le tableau que Monsieur de Gaiffier nous a remis 
et qui a ete. dresse d'apres le mode de comptabilite adopte. par 
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nquiers, l'arriere, ee Juin 1904, s'élevait a 


58.63 Taels. Le calcul a ete fait en Taels de Shang- 
hai = ee ae deficit des annees precedentes. Ces sommes 
ont ote converties en 2. Taels du Protocole au cours du 30 


de l'annee dernisre et donnent un total de 1,280, 665.96. 
Cette operation ne peut. pas ctre consider ee comme correcte 
ot equitable. Ainsi par exemple, lors de l'arri¢re de la 2e 
e, a. Tael de peat 2.1 1/2. Cet arriere a 


—. a la Be écheance alors qu"su cours du 30 
C ereapipett a la valeur de 


Oi. 


a VERT T ee Of ud 


eeot ob tebor® bn3 
. tedgnsh® ob patos. of, xsq ekttton 
ied eel eyp titoaass [ft .xues xueb eeb noetetaqnios ad ef 
Q “oo'l 8 eeldsteblaros gory @epsineve aeb inevreast ee atoiup 
-ottomebat'£ eb tremeteg mb notaso 
eonsedoe e@ sl & of af ef | : 
IsiosT wb ats0d areiupnsd eeb at0D 
a\e 6.3 ON MBB lysis cel eROOP atut oF 
2.8 NS: doe B a4 on sb BORE o-1ime od L& 
B\S BuS by ats &.$ . rite} COOL, rebar 08 
B\L &@.S | SS 696. A ORB. nape 12 
8\a Oed 8\e 2&8 -poefnivt 0& 


‘ " , ‘ ‘ | 
extt ase s amoo sl sonsedos @8 af onmreonoo inp eo: 70 


ny histet 9 868 8 19ittied ob welenoM. eb LuoLeo eof: amsb 
sytiyls \ ‘ y 
eit ltoLyd. opp eite tiavuog em eonsve'h extt ete fneyse inp aisoo 
\ ‘ 
eb diate ea weoo.eo erdmece” [6 wa'tup atwaqeb atrage enove erol 


O\.L: B.S 


° ' — toon as ‘ . - 
AE tL. erat SRN gn ent It DE oath thirteen s 


eiquoo ef ,. to no stiteb emu. trace emidd #£ of sitebi al. 

; | RG. es, ee Se > as “ 

i nom te wo oe tidste ente dich, etdeemes eupato eb eetTeitis aob 
‘e@isad Letignsi® «we esq 


i a a 
aime: 5 avon telttisd «6b twefanoM sup geelds? cl sexgs'’C 


alas nena ‘ asemech x 
aS rina Rat VL WEAR ants sae . & 
URE ERR, SER SEAT Sa OL 


‘ \ » Ws 
tag esqobs etitLidatqmoe shi sbom ef adéiqe’b eaeetb!’ ote a inp se 


‘. x4 ; 
g tiavele'e POOL nivt 0€ wa'epart .eveirra'l ,eveispred ‘asl 


ennsd2 ob elesT re thet ete 8 {yolso: phys saLost Sbs86h,6d%; 1 
eenunoa 26D Lactnobevety: aeons Reb thottebeL baerquool te tac 
O& arb aIUO® ss eLopotord wh afesT Jat sdb ge: Wo béxe von: atte: tro 
00.888 ,08S ,f 6b Laetos na tronnob te ere intreb. corte! L eb: aint 
etoo too Spo rete bianco otis eng sooq.en: mo ivetego: #2900 
es. al ob onbinmat £: eb atol . oLquoxe a tenta: seldattups x0 
a vistas $00 | 1a $ tela. ab Lest Siiqeompedto’ 


enote: eonssdoe, seek em ste ete 


he hae pene as STR Ue A mig ER 


De cette facon on retire de chaque tael un benefice de 4 pence. 
‘72 ne serait pas equitable de faire supporter au debiteur, 


Mae / 
‘’@ l'occasion du remboursement de sa dette, un prejudice trop 


considérable. 


Nous connaissons les sentiments de justice, dont sont an- 


imes les Ministres des Puissances et nous sommes certaing. qu*ils 
| Pe ose ; ‘ : 
P@eedes des banquiers. 


ne youdront pas approuver les 

En outre, les deux points enonces plus haut permettent aux 
panquiérs de recevoir plus de metal blane de la Chine Sans que 
toutefois les Gouvernements en beneficient, lorsqu'ils recoiv- 
ent le montant en or des sommes ainsi calculées. 

Si on corrige les calculs en tenant compte des deux points 
mentionnes plus haut, le deficit des trois annees ecoulees s'el- 
evera £ approximativement a 8,000,000. de H. Taels que la Chine 
paiera entierement. 

En ce qui concerne l'avenir, si les Puissances consentnet 
a ce que la Chine opere des versements mensuels et deduise 4 4 
d'interets sur ces versements, la Chine se liberera de sa dette 
vis-avis d'elles soit au moyen de —" en or, soit par les 
traites en eiie achetspra et remettrg a la date de L'echeance ou 

“encore au moyen de transferts Sel retS eeee qu'elle se procure 
era ‘et achetera par adjudication au mieux de ses interets et 
au plus bas prix. 


Si pared les Puissances quelques-unes désirent recevoir des 


transferts telegraphiques exprimés dans la monnaie de leur pays 
la Chine peut les acheter aussi’ bien en Europe quia Shanghai. 
Si au contraire les Puissances veulent étre payees en or d'apres 
la base de la valeur de l'argent sur Le marche de Loadres, la 


Chine y consent aussi. 
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De eette facon on retire de chaque tael un benefice de 4 pence. 
Il ne serait pas equitable de faire supporter au debiteur, 
'@ l'occasion du remboursement de sa dette, un oisehtes trop 
considerable. 

Nous connaissons les sentiments de justice, dont sont an- 
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ne voudront pas approuver les 

En outre, les deux points enonces plus haut permettent aux 
panquiérs de recevoir plus de metal blanc de la Chine sans que 
toutefois les Gouvernements en beneficient, lorsqu'ils recoiv- 
ent le montant en or des sommes ainsi calculées. 

Si on corrige les calculs en tenant compte des deux points 
mentionnes plus haut, le deficit des trois annees ecoulees s'el- 
evera < approximativement a 8,000,000. de H. Taels que la Chine 
paiera entierement. 

Bn ce qui concerne l'avenir, si les Puissances consentnet 
a ce que la Chine opere des versements mensuels et deauise 4 % 
d'interets sur ces versements, la Chine se liberera de sa dette 
vis-avis d'elles soit au moyen de paiements en or, soit par les 
traites qu'elle achetgra et remettrg a la date de L'echéance ou 
“encore au moyen de transferts iilionchsininn qutelle se procure- 
era et achetera par adjudication au mieux de ses interets et 
au plus bas prix. 


Si parmi les Puissances quelques-unes désirent recevoir des 


transferts telasreshiahes expramés dans la monnaie de leur pays 
la Chine peut les acheter aussi‘ bien en Europe quia Shanghai. 
Si au contraire les Puissances veulent etre payees en or d'apres 
la base de la valeur de l'argent sur le marche de Londres, la 


Chine y consent aussi. 
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les traites et les transferts telégraph- 


es acheter en tous lieux, sur tous 


Ste oo 
marches et dans n*importe quelle banque pourvu que les paie- 
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en or et en monnaie respective de chaque pays soient ef- 


ues directement entre les mains de chaque Puissance au 


jour de 1'echeance. 

Les 8,000,000. de H. Taels du Protocole dont il s'agit 
seront payes dans un delai de vingt cing jours apres la signa- 
ture de l'arrangement et ils porteront interets @ raison de 
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aha partir du 1 Janvier 1905 jusqu'au jour du paiement. 
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Imperial serman énbazsy. 
Peking, february 6, 13Cé. 


GCirevlar No. te, 


“As a result of sonferenses which sis axcellency the Winister of 
selgéiuw and other winisters have had with the Chinese Ministers, the ai 4&uh 
Pub sent to ur. Je Saiffier, offisislly, the draft of nete and the inclese 
table whioh I have the honor to rlace in circulation with the Frensh ivieeis- 
tion. 

Ae thie draft dij net eet appear acceptable, ir. de jaiffier betan 
new sénferences with the Asi duh Puh with a view te determining in a clearer 
‘ranner the mode of rayment ani tc cauase the eight millions of x. taels of the 
Protocol to bear interest at the rate of 4 per cent from the ist of January, 
1905, watil the day of liquidation. 

these senferencses induced the fai tuh Puh to aacert the draft of note 
hereto annexed with french transletion, 

in this project the offer of the Chinese oovernment for the past, 
rhish had been £1,032,405. 8.10, is brought up to 8,600,000 daikuan taels of 


the Protege! (81,200,000), which China declares herself ready to pay within a 


4) 
5 
} 


period of %6 days after the signature of the agrcoment, and which will bear 
interest at the rate of 4 per cent from January 1, 1904, until the day of payments 

It results from this figure, compared with that of 4.f.f.9,41%,243.70 ' 
(c1,411, 864. 9. 1), whioh the Gankere' Commission of Shanghai indicated te us 
as representing the siasax entire claim of the Powers wexkexdamyxxy On January 
1, 1905, that bile eanett eves of the vJhincse froposal would invelve for the 
whole of the Powers a loss of 4.i.F. 1,412,343.70 (2211,4@5%. 9. 1). Accordins 
to the new table which has just been sidregsei to us by the Gankers' Commission 
and which £ subwitted to the exatination of dy nonored colleasuas by circular 
NO. 15 of the 4th inet., thie loss would be diminished oy n.i.P. 374, ¥e8.54 


eemrrrnetnernes 


(u36, 245. 8. 9) if the saloulation of the bankers were maie on a soli bacis, 
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Sag BON Or PEP NOEL rEry,- 


stare ae the future ie concerned, Ghina acks of the Powers the satborat 
ization te make nonthly installeonts and tc. ‘Aeduet 4 per gent interest on these 


installments, fhese installments will be made at the option of the various 


poners, either on the basis of the prise of silver at London or in irafte, cr 
in telegraphic transfers, which China may procure anywhere anj in any manner, 
— to her best interests, and which she shall remit direotly to the 
asrious Powers in thelr currencies ut the maturity periods. According to the 
oral statements of the Ministers of the fai auh Puh, each Power shall make its 
choige @8 to the mode of payment onse for all, upon the sonolusion of the new 
,iroement. 

hOile requesting ty honorable Colleagues, as Dean, to be rleasei tc 
exprese their opinions on the new Chinese proposition, 1 have the honor to aii, 
as in my Sapacity as winister cf Germany, that, with a view to a definite set- 


in view 


tlement of the auestion of indemnity ani of the resosnition doy Uhina of the debt 
A 


PGold in her communicstion of October 14, 1904, I will recommend the 


sceptance of the Chinese prorosition to my Jovernment, 


As sco0n as thic sircular is returneji to me, I shall clace it in cirouv- 


lation @ second time in orjer that copies may be taken of the annexes, 
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_ Burplos of the last payment period...g  ¢S,£€8, 7. 6. 
- Inberest on this surplus for é€ tonthe 464.11, 4, 
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: 21,840, 287.18. 4. 
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Deficit of last payment 

period 


Ce eee eeseeesned eocovesecbicay sc ye 4. 8. 


interest on the deficit..cscese 9,2¢62.14,10 
| : : £1,538,27%. 9. 
Paid 
@ monthly installments of nef. 1,&26, 000 
vas eR... 6. I. 10, 920, 000 
Eien nc ceucsi deca c0bT. 12, 164, 880 


spilt Pah of 29878 agase is 
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£1,412, 900. ¢, ¢. 
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ROP GROG bODi sc ccnccnbcsvecevetishs®. G€z, BO 
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interest of arreasaradée of 
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10,026, Osc 


At Protocol rate of exchansée </ 


Deficit of last payr't period: 
Interest on this deficit.....t esp Phy ae 
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&t the rate of exchange 
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€ monthly installments of @.#, 1,820, 000 
Gh ekeceek ns este tags 0e0, 000 
OP ci vsowerecesttslic, 164,600 
or, at rate of exchenge of 
June 3G of 2/6, @26c000% ‘eens Oheeeens £1,602, 269. 7. ¢. 
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Spe ond draft of a note. 
annex 2 of the circular. 


Note. 


Aogordin2 to the sorputations made by the fai sah Puh resardins 
the arre@arages cf the indemnity for the three crrecedins years, the tctal of 
snina’s dest to the Powers amcunted to £1,082,409..8..10, 

Gn the other hand it is found from a note which aas gent us by wr. 
je Saiffier, that the gum jue in order to cover the deficit of the threex last 
three years is $1,419,443..8..8. 

In the opinion of the w#inisters at Pexin, the Ministers of finance 
of the varicus countries have sountei on the sums caid for the past years and 
have longs aé0 allotted them for excenses, and it arrears impossible to modify 
the accounts. Sonsequent ly, the three points prooosed by the 4Aai auh Puh can 
not be applied to China as far as the rast three years are concerned. 

fe, #inisters cf the fai fuh Fuh, have taken these consideraticns 
into gecsount, but we sust discuss anew the following twe roints, viz: 

1, At each payrent period the Shandhai bankers do not eonvert the 


silver into 301d agaording to the current rate of exchanse on the Shanghai 


: arket. 

| It te impossible fcr us to arprove this procedure. fhe daily rate 
:  exghaebe of 3011 and silver is notifiei to us from time tc time by the 

: faobai of Shanghai. 


rnereinbelos #e reproiuce, for the 5 payment periols, the rate of 


bychange fixed by the bankers and that which wae notified te us by the faotai 


f Shanghai, 


from a comparison of the two rates, it is seen that the bankers 


eserve to themselves too great aivantases on the occasion of the payment 


of the indemnity. 


me a) 


¥ 
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_ From the first to the fifth payment period: 


sankers' rate. Rate of the feotai. 
1808 1/4 €.3 G/8 
g1, 1902 a et 2/2 
1302 
é1, 190% ¢.4 1/8 | 
jone 30, 1004 €.5 3/8 £.€ 

As canis te the sixth oaywtent period, the rate wae fixed in the 
compubation of ur. de Gaiffier at 2.2. fhis was a rate which, having been 
fixed if advance, could not but be fictitious. te have since learned that 
Lon Jeoeaber 31 this rate was 2.9 1/8. 
| . €hina's jebt being a debt (payaole) in sold, the chuieit of the 
arrearages Of each semiannual eerioi should be irawn up in sold and not in 
shanghai taels. 

Aacerdins to the table which wr. Je 3gaiffier sent us and which was 
crepared asecrdini to the mode of caloulation adopted by the bankers, the 
arrearase, up to June $0, 1304, amounted to 1,4¢&,7c6.ce taels. Ihe compu- 
tation was made in Shanijhai taels and comprises the deficit of. the erecedins 
years, hese amounte were converte] intc o. 4. taals of the Protocol at tre 
rate of exghange of June 30 of last year, and give 1 total of 1, 280, 666. dc. 

Ihis operation can not be considered as correct and equitable. fhus, 
for instance, at the time of the arrearage of the second payrent rericd, 
the eney of chenghai was worth 2.1 1/<. this arrearage was garried over to 

s titth payment cadecaica amben, according to the rate of exchanse of June 30, 
1304, the Shanghai taol had a value of ¢.5 5/8. In this manner a profit cf 
A penge is derived from every tael. 

‘t. eeoli net oe fair to make the debtor sustain too beaiua a logs 
‘hen paying his debt. 

4e know the feelings of justitze with which the Ministers of the 
rowers sre animated, ani we are sure that they will not approve the methods 

the bankers. | 


_ Woreover, the two points set forth above en@aple tho vankers to 


ey Pere 
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tle ae 
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ite: notal fros ohing, without the Jovernments' venefitting, 


aT “they receive the amount in scld of the sums thus caloulated. 


: ae it the computations are gorrectes by taking into account the 
t WO raises ent iones above, the deficit of the ‘three past years will amount 
sporoximately to 8,000, 600 4. taele whish China will pay in its entirety. 

fe far as the futore is concerned, if the Powers sonsent to China's 


Ae 


seyind aueEnte Lastelleonts and Joduct 4 per cent interest on these install 
ments, China will clear heresif of her jebt tc them either by means of payrents 
in 601d, or by drafts which she will purchase and remit on the date of the 
maturity, Or elee by means of teledraphic transfers whish she will procure and 
puranee™ by Gontract ascsordina to her best interests ani st the lowest price. 
If thore sre any amons the Powers which desire to receive telesraphic 
eurrency 
transfers expressed in the ‘KIXX of their countries. Uhina can purchase them as 
well in Surope §e in Shanstsi. If, on the contrary, the Powers wish to be pail 
in gold (OW XXXXEXEX the oasis of the value of silver on the London market, 
china consents to that also. 
As far @s irafts and telesrachic transfers are concerned, China can 
buy thea at all biases, on all markets, and in any bank, ecrovideid the peyments 


currency 


in 6old er in the respective sexx of esch country be wade directly into the : 
: A 


hands of each Power cn the diay cf raturity. 
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fhe 8,000,000 Protocol taels in question shall be paid within a period 


of £6 dave after the sidnature of the aédreement, and they shall bear interest 


at the pate of 4 per cent from January 1, 1905, to the day of payment. 
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PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


” 


Subject: 
Chinese Indemnity, question of payment of; 
Present situation. Continuing No. 1815. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


CONFIDENTIAL, 


February 25, 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

Referring to my No. 1815 of the same date, in which 
the recent attempts at settling the vexed question of the 
indemnity are detailed, I have the honor to report on the 
present situation as follows: 

The proposals now under discussion will probably not 
be accepted as they stand. The offer is generally con- 
sidered satisfactory as regards the settlement of the ar- 
rearage, but difficulties will arise in arranging the 
terms of future payments; and when these matters are ad- 
justed, new complications may iene. The final settle- 
ment would lead to the signing of the fractional bonds, 
with the result that any Power could take the law into 
its own hands thereafter if it conceived that the Chinese 
Government had failed to fulfill its obligations. This 
is not to be desired from the point of view of the Brit- 


ish. Germany, which favors the division, argues that 


the course pursued by the United States in the past proves 
that existing conditions offer no guarantee against inde- 
pendent action. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


fm ford (by 


ge a' Affaires , 


| OF THE UNITED STATES 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 24, 1905. 


BUREAU, — 


Forwarding translation of Imperial edict 
establishing a general council of the Boards. 
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CHIEF CLERK, — 
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| OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

have the honor to transmit herewith a translation 
by the Chinese Secretary of the recent Edict with regard 
to @ general council of the boards, which was looked upon 
by many as the first step toward the establishment of a 
Chinese parliament, 

Mr. Williams' comments are attached. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


fe 


Charge d'Affaires. 
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Memorial of Couneil of State and Re- 
script of Their Majesties, Approving 
Regulations for a general council of 
the Boards. Translated from the Peking 


Gazette of February 3d. 1905. 
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I-~k'uang, Prince of Ch'ing, an Imperial Prince of the 
First Rank, Minister of the Couneil of State, and the other 
Ministers of said Council, kneeling submit this memorial in 
obedience to the Imperial Edict, commanding them to report 
with a matter referred to then. 

Gn the 6th. of the Fleventh Moon, of the XXX Year of 
Kuanghst! (Dee.12th.1904) we received from the Grand Coungil 
a copy of a memorial presented by Tai Hung-tzu, Junior 


Vice President of the Board of Revenue, praying for the 


adoption of regulations for a general ecouneil ( of the 


heads of Boards), in response to which an Imperial Fdict 


had been issued, saying:- 


"Let the Couneil of State decide upon satisfactory reg- 
ulations, and report the same in a memorial.” 
The original memorial contains the following statement :- 


"At present political affairs are of pressing importance; 


internally there are reforms awaiting inauguration, and 
externally foreign relations daily grow more troublesome. 
It is proposed that hereafter whenever important questions 
arise concerning the introduction of new methods or the 
abolition of old institutions in the internal administra- 


tion, or when doubts and difficulties arise in connection 


with the settlement of matters affecting foreign relations, 
the yamens concerned shall pray for an Imperial Edict, di- 
reeting the Couneil of State to prepare a statement setting 


forth the history of the matter and indicating clearly the 


important points to be considered, which shall be sent to 
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‘ihe Oran Secretariat, the various Boards, the"nine minis- 
tries"; the Hanlin Acadeny, the Imperial Supervisorate, and 
the Censorate, with a = to meet together on a day 

Bo A waten in caee a , shall be within three or five 
‘days thereafter, in less urgent cases within ten days, but 

in matters of grave importance within fifteen days. Each 
shall submit his views on a separate paper. He shall also 
‘communicate the matter to his subordinates, who shall econ- 


sider it, and the Compilers (of the Hanlin Academy) and the 


Secretaries (of the Boards) together with those of lower rank | | 


shall present their suggestions to the Chancellor(of the 
Hanlin Academy) and the President or Vice President (of 
the Board), who shall hand them in in their stead. There 


must be no following of the old custom of having a number 
unite : 
of (Boards and Yamens) untting, in a joint statement ,ax nor 


any preparation of useless compilations by plagiarisz. 
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At the proper tine, as determined, the Couneil of State 


shall report to the Throne, making detailed and definite rec- ye 


ommendations, and await the decision of Their Imperial Ma~ 


jesties." 


We, Your Ministers, humbly represent that the establish- 


ment of government rests emphatically in the selection of 


wise methods, and that methods of administration must be 
discovered by general discussion. Under the present Dynasty 
it has been customary for weighty matters of state and 
important questions relating to laws and ritual to be settled 
by special Edicts to the High Ministers and Officials, di- 
recting them to meet together and deliberate, so that by the 
cOllection of many opinions it has been possible consider~ 
ing their agreements and disagreements to determine a suita- 


Your 


ble course of action. Thus it is plain that tneix, Majesties 


love to ask and weigh advice. 

The Junior Vice President, above-mentioned, considering 
the aiffieulties of the times, which daily grow more ser~ 
ious, has vemsbated that important questions concerning the 


introduction eF new metho 8 or the abolition of old institu- 
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of whieh there are perplexities and aiffieulties shall be 


referred to a general council for consideration, his desire ly 


being to collect for presentation the opinions of the whole He: 


body of officials, both high and low, thus enlarging the 
resources upon which the State may draw, and enabling Your 


Majesties to keep a middle course between two extremes, to the 


bene fit of the governmental administration. In these suggecsténs i | 
he has shown due ecnsideration for all the circumstances of 
the present time, and his proposal is an important one, which 
having been submitted to Your Majesties' consideration, we 

or hace received Your High Commands to propose suitable reg~ 
wiations. 

We, Your Ministers, therefore, after axamiuinugx cOmpar- 

ing established usages, and duly considering the prineiples 


involved, have to propose seven regulations only, whieh we 


have had written out, and which we now submit to Your Mages-~ | 


ties' inspection. If they shall be favored by an Imperial 


Edict, sanctioning them, and here@fter a Special Edict 


should order such a council meeting to be held, or, if the 


High Ministers and Officials should memorialize to that ef- 


fect, or, if in accordance with the memorial of the above- 


mentioned Junior Viee President the various Yamens should 


request an Fdict ordering such meeting to be held, in every 


case upon the receipt of such Edict, Your Ministers of this 


Council (of State) will issue due notice requiring uniform 
Obedience to such Edict. 
In compliance with the Edict of Your Majesties, command- 


ing us to consider and propose Regulations, we now submit 


them with this account of the circumstances connected with 
their proposal, and pray that Your Imperial Majesties, the 
Empress Dowager and the Emperor will graciously eonsent to i 
‘examine them and instruet ws whether or not they are suitable. j 


Memorial eerereneey. presented, and Rescript issued, saying: ~ i 
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Reverently complying with the Imperial Will directing us to 
propose regulations, we now respect fully submit the following | | 


seven articles, which we have had written out, and for which 


we beg the consideration of Your Imperial Majesties. 

le Hereafter whenever a special Imperial Edict shall be 
issued directing a general council meeting to be held for the 
consideration of any subject, or when the High Ministers or 
officers memorialize for that purpose, or the several Yamens 
request an Edict ordering such meeting to be held, although 
the Edict of last year provides that all metropolitan offi- 
eials of the Third Grade or above may be consulted, it is 


now proposed to extend the privilege to Directors and Sub- 


Directors of Courts and officers of the Supervisorate and 


Censorate, who have the real rank of the Fourth and Fifth 


Grades. They shall be notified at the proper time by the 


Council of State. | 
But when a special Edict is issued directing the Council 


of State to consult with some particular Board or Yamen and 


report upon some subject, the procedure shall be according 


to the old regulations. 
7 
2. The original memorial proposed that important ques- 


tions eoncerning the introduction of new methods or the ab~ 


olition of old institutions in the internal administration, 


cr those eonnected with foreign relations in the settlement 


of which there are doubts and difficulties, should be re- 


‘ferred to the general council for consideration.We find that 


internal adzinistration is connected with such subjects as 
the addition or abolition of official posts, such as for 
instance those of First and Second Grade in or out of the 

Capital, and the | ae or abolition of a whole Yamen, or 
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| ing the designs of the silver 
and copper eoins to be uinted, the establishment of a bank, 


or the issue of bank notes and government notes; encourage- 
ment of industries and commerce, such as the operation by 


the Chinese Government of railways and mines; building op- | 


erations, where the outlay exceeds a million; quarrels be- | 


tween Christians and the people, where the local officials 
have been unable to effect a settlement; the impeachment of 
an offieial; such matters as the change of likin and customs 
regulations; the introduction of new methods of taxation; 
the eontinuance or abolition of the system of oxeninations; 
the organization of any new wnilitary foree or the reform of 
existing military organizations; and the revision of the 
criminal code. 


Foreign Relations inelude such watters as the negotiation 


of a foreign loan or the payment of any debt to a foreign 


Power, eoneessions for railways or mines, the settlement | 


of boundaries, the opening of ports for international trade, 


the change of the tariff, and the protection of foreign i 
residents. | 


According to the above regulations, each of the said 


yamens shall carefully weigh the importance of any affair i} 
with which it is concerned, and when the matter reaches a 


eritical stage, shall request an Imperial Fdict, authorizing 
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a meeting for consultation, when Their Majesties may per- 
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haps issue such an Edict, directing the meeting to be held. 


But, if the question be one requiring secrecy, or one de- "y 
manding immediate sahien: and any of the said yamens request ; 
an Edict, it may be that a Special Decree shall be received, , 
ordering action to be taken at one’, in whieh case the 
Court Ministers ( i.e. those constituting the general 

eoune it) must not meddle with the affair. 

. Se According to established precedent, when the "nine 


_ wimistries" meet together in couneil to report back to the 
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‘Throne upon any matter, if a speeial investigation be order= 
ed, thirty days are allowed for a report, and if no such in« 
vestigation be ordered ten days are allowed. Thus the peri- 
ods of time suggested in the original memorial can not but 
be gonetderce too short, and we propose that hereafter in 
meetings called for the cogsideration of any subject, if 

One On which an early report to the Throne is required 
the matter be MRRERE, ten days shall be allowed as hereto~ 
fore, and, if the case be one on which it is difficult to 
reach a decision at once, an extension of the period shall 
be permitted; so that undue haste and carelessness may be 
avoided. 

4, The object of these meetings for deliberation is pri- 
aariiy to secure a comparison of views from which the State 
may derive benefit. A reverent examination of the holy 
Edicts of our Dymasty shows that the evil of having one man 
draft a document and all the other Ministers sign in assent 
is one that has beendenounced piecehalay. It is proposed 
that henceforth all the Ministers and officers who are 
called to meet in eeneral eouncil shall each prepare a state: 
ment of his views. But, if several persons desire to unite 
in one statement, or if a whole Yamen wishes to join in one 
expression of opinion, this may be allowed . All such writ~ 
ten suggestions must be forwarded in regular succession at 
the close of the meeting to the Couneil of State for class- 
ification and arrangement, so as to facilitate selection 
from them for the preparation of the report to the Throne. 

5. In these council meetings there must be an earnest 
endeavor to discover the course which will be most suitable . 
Inasmuch as the officers and gentry from any particular 
provinee are in a position to learn more exactly than oth~ 
ers the advantages or disadvantages of any measure to that 
province, it is proposed that hereafter, when any matter re- 

ferred to the general eouneil particularly affects some 
‘provinee, it shall be communicated by the Couneil of State 
to the most exinent metropolitan officials from that prov- 
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inee, - 1al11 inform their fellow provinecials of offieial 
rank and secure from esc! 
to be sent to the Couneil of State for its eonsideration. 


of them an expression of opinion ) 
6. If at the first meeting to eonsider any question it 

be impossible to eome to a decision at once, it must be per~ 
mitted to fix a time for a second meeting. If at the second 
meeting there should result a divergence of opinion, each 4 


adhering obstinately to his own views, the Couneil of State 


must select those (statements) which show most thorough ae- 
quaintance with the conditions of the time and the best un- 
derstanding of the situation of affairs, and after due con- 
sideration, prepare their report and request an Imperial 
Edict wpon the subject. 

7. The Expesitérs, Readers, Compilers, and other officers 
of the Hanlin Academy and their subordinates, as well as the 
subordinate officials of the various Boards, whenever here- 
after a meeting is called to consider any subject, shall 
be notified by the Chancellor of the Hanlin Academy or the 
anantive officers of the uae Boards, and, if such svbor- 
dinate officials shall so desire, they may submit statements o 
of their views to their chiefs, who shall select those whieh | 
shall appeer most practicable and send them to the Couneil 
of State for its consideration, so as to secure a more cor- 


prehensive report. : 1 
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Notes:= 


4 The Couneil of State is the Cheng Wu Ch'u, organized by | 
Imperial Edict in 1901, and popularly called at the time p. 
"The Board of Reforms", Heretofore in despatches from this 7 
Legation it has been translated "Bureav of National Administra- ] 
tion". nner Wu" literally means “Affairs of Government", and 4 
"Cha? ne same word that is translated "Council" in the ex 
pression, * echt Chi Ch'u" = "Grand Couneil”. As it is superior 4 
to all the Boards, and ranks next to the Grand Couneil, it 
seems better to call it as above "Couneil of State". 


_ 2The"nine winistries",referred to, are the Office of 
Transmission (now abolished), the Grand Court of Revision, 
the Court of Sacrificial ee the Court of the Imperial 
Stud, the. Seer ad s mperial Entertainment, the Court of 
tate Cer jal, the Imperial Acedemy, the Imperial College 
| ‘Imperial ‘peeeee of ranean - 
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COMMENT, 


The mencrials and rescript translated above ere of con- 
sidrable interest and importance. When they were first pub- 
lished in the Peking Gazette, it was evrrently reported that 
China was about to establish a Parliawent. This is inecrrect. fj 
The errangerent is simply one to seevre an unvevally large E 
body of ecuneillors, whose advice may be of assistance | 
the Throne in matters of rreve importance. There ig mo pro-. 
vision fer any defirite organization. The risht to attend the 
couneil attaches tc certain offices and not to individuals as 
such. The councillors meet only when so ordered by Imperial 
Pdict; they ean disevuss only the matters srecificelly re- ie 
ferred to them; must conelude their deliberations within a 1, 
limited number of davs; can not legislate, but merely ree- 
ommend; and their recomendations must be transmitted to the 
Couneil of State and have its approvel before submission to 
the Throne,and Tfinél action is reserved es usveal te the 
Throne. Under present soeial and politiesl conditions in 
China a parliament could hardly be ecrsidered desirable, 
and the errangement just made is perhaps es food a sudsti- 
tute as coul@ be devised, A rather large to¢y of councillors 
first eonsiders the question in hand, and svbrits its ecn- 
clusicns to a smaller and hircher body for revision. This 
larger body, teo, represents all departments of the Govern- | 
sent, an@ althoveh all its members are metropolitan cffi- | 
eials, they come from all the provinees and thus in © measure || 
represent #11 parts of the empire, especial provision teing 1 
made to obtain the views of the representative gentry and 
officials of any province especially interested in the pro- | 
posed neasure. a 

The council will sonsist of the chiefs of the following 
depertments;-The Grend Secreteriat, the Board of Foreign 
Affairs, the Poard of Comme ce, the Rearé of Civil Cffice, 
the Peard of Revenue, the Poard of Rites, the Board of Var, 
the Board of Punishments, the Beard of Works, the Colonial 
Cffice, the Grand Court of Revision ( a court of superior | 
jurisdiction in criminal cases), Court cf Sserificial Worship, | 
Court of the Imperial 8tvd, Court of Imperial Entertainzents, i 
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Court of State Ceremonial, the Imperial Academy, the Imper- 
jal College of Astronomy, the Imperial College of Physicians, | 
the Hanlin Academy, the Imperial Supervisorate, and the Cen- — 
sorate, 
Phe number of offices in these departments, whose ineun- 
bents have the right to enter the covneil is 171, but as 
in a number of cases several offices are held by the sane 
person the actval number of rerbers et present will be but 
about 163. A full list of the members is given below. 1 
The Council of State, through which the Imperial Fdict a 
be. aneuttted ebnvening the Ceuneil, and whieh will rev: | 
t the com oon ig of the eouneiliors to the Throne, ~ 
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Wang Wen-shao (Chinese) 
Jung-ch' ing (Manchu ) 

Iv Ch'van-lin (Chinese) 
Ch't Hung-chi (Chinese) 


Yen Shih-k'ai (Chinese) — Associate. 
Chang Chih-tung (Chinese) Assooicte. 
Sun Chia-nai (Chinese) Executive. 
Chang Po-hsi (Chinese) Fxecutive. 


Above this Couwneil cf State stands the Grand Council, which 
is the Privy Covneil cf the Beperor. The Chinese name really 
weans the Military Council and points to its crigin under 
the early Emperors of this Dynasty,who, ret&ining the ware 
like traits which had won the Prpire for the Manchvs, led a 
wnuch wore strenucus existence than their later descendants 4 
and ecnducted the effairs of State from the view-point of i 
eonqverors and rnilitary commanders, Thus the Military Couneil {| 
became the Privy Council ef the Sovereign, Previous to the 1 
advent of the Manchus the Grand Secretariat, or Cabinet as i 
it may wore properly be celled, was the chief Council of the jf 
Pupire, but, as said above, hes been superseded by the Grand 
Council. The Grand Secretariat still exists however, and is 
placed in charre of the archives of State, with a body of some 
fifty Secretaries and Translators, the latter having to do 
simply with the langvages of China and her dependencies. The | 
Ministers of this Grand Secretariat are known as Grand Secre- § 
taries and Assistant Grand Secretaries, there being four of | 
the former and two cf the latter. Their duties are pvrely ncu-§ 
inal but the titles are amcne the rost henorable to which the | 
Chinese may aspire, These six posts are divided equally be- ff 
tween the FManchuvs and Chinese. The present incugmbents are 
net very active in the affairs of the empire. Their names 
appeer below, 

The Ministers of the Srené Covneil hold other subatantive 
posts, and will all appear es wmexbers of the new general 
eouncil, as they are already also members of the Covnell of i. 
State, and thus have a voiee in all three of the Councils. . _|| 


The names of these Ministers are;- 

T-k‘uang, Prince of Ch*ing (Manchu) 

Wang Wen-shao (Chinese) i 
tu Ch van-lin (Chinese) \ 
Ch'fl Hung-chi (Chinese) : 
Jung-ch* ing (Manchu) 


Prom the latest official Red Book of the Chinese Governe- 
nent I have compiled the following list of €€fTicials who 
will be entitled to a seat in the new general couneil, They 
are grouped by Yamens and the Yamens are arranged in the cre | 
der of precedence, | 


GRAND SPCRFTARIAT i 


Wang Wen-shao, Grand Secretary of the Wu Ying Tien, (Chinese) 
Sun Chia-nai, Grand Secretary of the Wen Hua Tien, (CHINFSF) 


Ch'ung-1i, Grand Secretary cf the Wen Yan Ko, (Manchu) 
Tete, Grand Secretary cf the T'i Jen Ko, © (Manchu) 
Shihehsf#, Assistant Grand Secretary, 7 (Manchu) 


Hsf P'u, Assistant Grand Secretary, (Chinese) 


CCURT CF CFNSGRS 


P'uet'ing, President, — (Imperial Clansnan) 

Iw Jun-hsiane, First Vice President, Chinese) 
Wine-ch'4, First Vice President, Manchu) 
I-ti, Second Vice President, (Wanehv) 
Chang Jen-p'u, Second Vice President, (Chinese) 
Chteng-chang, Second Vice President, | (Manchu) 


Censors 


Sy 


CENSORS CF THRE IMPERIAL SUPERVISORATE 


Ju-t'ai oo} 
‘ Board of Civil Office. 
Hsi-lin (Manchu ) 
Lien-sheng (Manehw ) 
: i Board of Revenue. 
P'an Ch'ing-lan (Chinese) 


~ Hsiu-lin (Manchu 
oe Board of Rites. 
Ai Ch'ing-lan (Chinese) 


Keng-yang (Manehw) 
| ' Board of War. 
Hsti Shih-=er a eer Os 


Fu~liang (Manehu) : 

| } Board of Punishments. 
Wang Ch'o (Chinese) 
Kuei-p'ing (Manchv ) 


Board of Works. 
Liu Hsttleh-ch'ien(Chinese) 


CENSORS OF PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS 
Metropolitan Cireuit 
Shuang-shov (Manehw ) 
Tso Shao-tso (Chinese) 
gs, Sma (Manchu ) 
ng-chih (Chinese) 
Honan Circuit 


Ch'ung-yin (Menehu ) i 


Wang Chen-sheng (Chinese) i 
Ch'eng-1lu (Manchu ) i 


T'w Kuo-sheng (Chinese) 


Kiangnan Cireuit 


Kuei-hsiu (Manchu ) a 
Hs Ch'ien (Chinese) iq 
FEn-ch' ang (Manchu ) i} 
Ch'en Tseng-yu (Chinese) if 
ag g-jui (Manehu ) iq 

oh*eng-het (Chinese) ' 
Tei . (Manchu ) 7] 
Ch'ion Neng-heta (Chinese) a 


Shantung Circuit 


Ying-k'vei (Manchu ) 
Li Shuo-hue (Chinese) 
0-chia-pen (Manchu) 
Chten Yung (Chinese) 
Kuei-ming - (Manehu) 
Hst Chen (Chinese) 


Shansi Cirewit 


Ch' eng-show  (Manehu) 
Huang Ch'ang-nien (Chinese) 
Ch'i-cheng-o (Manchu ) 
Chang Jui-ying (Chinese) 


Shensi Circuit 
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~~ Ch ung-hsing 

Chu Hsi-en 
Kui-ming 

Chang Shih-p’ei 


Jui-1u 


Wang Ching-jun¢z 
Yen-shung 


Yao Shvu-ni 


P'ueeh'i 
Chou Shu-mo 
Ch* eng-chien 
Liw Ju-chi 


Ch aneo-n ing 

Liu Pteng-nien 
Py-lun 

Ts'ai Chin-t'si 


Shensi Circuit 


(Manchu) 
(Chinese) 
(Wanchy) 
(Chinese) 


Chekiang Cirevit 
(Manchu) 
(Chinese) 
(Manchv) 
(Chinese) 


Kiangsi Cirevit 


(Manchu) 


(Chinese) 
(Manchu) 
(Chinese) 


Ryu-kuang Cirevit 


(Wanchv) 
(Chinese) 
(“anchu) 
(Chinese) 


Mokien Cirevit 


Lien-k'uei 
Tu Pen-ch'unr 
Hvi-yt 


(Manchu) 
(Chinese) 
(Monehu) 


Ts*ai Tsenr-ytan(Chinese) 


Chtengr=p* ing 
Hsia Tun- fv 


Ch* ing-hsin 


Yvarnetune Cirevit 


(Vanchu) 
(Chinese) 


Kvanrsi Cirevit 


(Yanehu) 


Kao Juneshene (Chirese) 


Szechven Circvit 


Chung-1lin (Manchu) 
Chu Hsien-t*ing (Chinese) 


Junge-k* ai 


Yannan Cirevit 


— (Manchu) 


Chen Hene-ch* ing (Chinese) 


Lien-y? 


Kveichou Circvit 


(Manshv) 


Chane Yhan-ch*i (Chinese) 


HANTLIN ACADF¥Y 


Yfi-te, Manchu Chancellor 
Sun Chiae-nai, Chinese Chancellor 
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(Manchu) 
te aimegeheag, ‘Chinese vies President 
BOARD OF COMMERCE 


Tsai-chen, Prince of Third Rank, President (Manchu) | 
Chten Pi, First Vice President (Chinese) 
Ku Chaoehsin, Second Vice President (CHinese) 


BOARD OF CIVIL OFFICE 


Sun Chia-neai, General Director (Chinese) 
Shihehst, Manchu President 
Chang Poehsi, Chinese President 
Li Tien-lin, Chinese First Vice President 
pape Manchu First Vice President 
ang Yin-1in, Second Vice President (Chinese) 


BOARD OF REVENUE 


Wang Wen=-shac, General Director (Chinese) 
Jung-ch*ing, Manchu President 
Chao Erh-hstm, Chinese President 
Ching+feng, Manchu First Vice President 
o~ ee Pan-jui, Chinese First Vice President 
let yg ech*ung, Manchu Second Vice President 
wng-tz'u, Chinese Second Vice President 


BOARD OF RITES 


Prustiang, Manchu President 

Hst P'u, Chinese President 

Sa-lien, Manchu First Vice President 

Li Fuetsao, Chinese First Vice President 
Mien-wen, Manchv Second Vice President 
Chu Tsuemac, Chinese Second Vice President 


BOARD OF WAR 


Chtang-keng, Manchu President 

Het “Heiefeng, Chinese President 

T’ieh-liang, Manchu First Vice President 
Ch*in Shou-chang, Chinese First Vice President 
En-shun, Manchu Seeond Vice President 

Lu Paowehung, Chinese Second Vice President 


BOARD. OF PUNISHMENTS 
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h'i, Metche Second ‘Vice President 
: ’ chinese Second Viee President 


ne WORKS 


P’ ue: a ingreh ung, Chin Viee Preeseene 
7 wwei, Chinese Seeond Viee President 


DEPARTMENT OF DEPENDENCIES 
(Colonial Office) 


Yaete, President -(Manehu) 
P'uehsing, President, (Imperial Clansman 


Shou-ch'i , First Vice President, (Imperial Clan ) 
Kéun-hsiu, First Vice President, (Mane) 


a eionen, First Vice President, _ (Manehu 
GRAND COURT CF REVISICGN 


Yteh-1ieng, Director, (Manchu) 
ang Fu-hs » SubeDirector, (Chinese Bannerman 


Rebeieen "4. irst Secretary (Imperial Clansman 
Li Choy ing, Second Secretary (Chinese) 


COURT GF SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP 


P'ueliang, Director (Imperial Clansman) 
Ting-ch'eng, Sub+Director (Manchu) 
Ch'en Chacewen, Sub-Director (Chinese) 
Ch'iete, Seeretary, (Manchu) 
Tso Hsiac-t*ung, Secretary (Chinese) 


COURT CF THE IMPERIAL STUD 


T’aiepu, Director (Imperial cleaaien) 

Chang Chen-hstn, Sub-Director (Chinese. 

ing ee Secretary (Manchu, 
Pan- Kuang-heng, Secretary (Chinese) 


COURT OF IMPERIAL ENTERTAINMENTS 


--«(vacart)---Director 

chang fe Sub=-Director (Manchu) 
eng-chia, Sub-Director (Chinese) 

Te«pen, Secretary (Imperial Clamsman) 

Ch'en Chung-hsin, Secretary (Chinese) 


COURT OF STATE CEREMONIAL 


(Imperial ' Genera) 
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Shih-to, Prince ef Li, Chancellor 
ga Direoter— 
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iovhane Second Sub-Director Chinese) 
IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS 
hielu, Director (Chinese Bannerman 
Chuang’ Shou-he, Commissioner - (Chinese 
Bras -ylan, Senior Prector Chinese 
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a To the Honorable 
: John Hay, ) 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: . 


I have the honor to transmit, under separate cover, 


@ plan of the Legation Quarter in Peking, reproduced on a 
reduced scale from the official survey. ; 
I have the honor to be, Sir, : 
Your obedient servant, 
he Y 


: Chargé d'affaires. 


Enclosure as stated, 
under separate cover. 
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Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State 
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Porwarding translation of Imperial Edict based 


upon report of Tieh Liang on Army reform, etc. 


- 


(In Continuation No. 1855 of Nov. 29, 1904) 
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central provinces, which gave rise to many unfounded ru- 
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mors, I have now the honor to transmit a translation of 


Charge sigerisdal: 
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29, 1904, with regard to the mission of Tieh Liang to 
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Washington, D. C. 
Your obedient servant, 


an Imperial Edict. based upon the report of His Excellency, 
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Secretary of State, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


John Hay, 


criticizing severely most of the troops, and cashiering 
the leaders held responsible for their shortcomings. 


To the Honorable 


Imperial Raiot re 
of T'ieh-liang en the Condition of 
: the Militery Perces of Centrel Chinge 
ted from Peking Ganette of 
PBde 1A05. 


& 


‘T'4eneliang, having inspected the military ferces of Fiengeu 
and other provinces, se directed by the Imreriel Cemmends, has 
reported 40 US, saying that the Ch' ang Pei Arny (ee. The Evyore 
Prepared, whieh is the nase given to the newly orgenizeé foreoa) 
of Rupeh in the most natinfootory: and that the Ch'ang Pei Arn; 

of Renan, consisting of six camps of infantry (500 men to a cam) 

the Ch'ang Pei. Army ef Kiangnan (at Banking) consisting of four 
eamps of infantry, and the van of the Ch'ang Pei Army ef Kianzs? 
consisting of feur camps, roughly speaking will pease inespeati cn; 

that the Reserves ef Secahow and Anhui, the Defence Corpe of , 
, Kiiangnan, consisting ef four banners (aiwisiors of the Marehu 


military organization; their strekgth is variable), and the 


five banners of Fiuman are utterly werthlenss; that 


As for the remaining forees, their nethodsa of drill are fer 
the most part old-fashioned; and that 
With recaraé te the Naval. Contingent, that ef Huek'eu (at the 


x ya 
aa . 


entrance to the P'e-vang lake) is by far the best, and the rest 
quite inferior to ite 
As to the military ferces of the provinocs YR have repeatediz 


issued strict orders to the Viooroys and Geverrors concerned to 
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exert themsclres oonseient ously te put them in erder, end to 
command their subordinates to be diligentin inetrvetior and arin. 
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orders WE have issued not merely once or trices Put, ex 
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cept in the oase of the land foros of Rupeh, there hes been 
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made to get out of ol@ ruts and correct long- 
ra of offieial ob- 


) epirit and loyalty, end 


forces whieh he has drilled are the only ones that 


show any exeellence, for which he is most deserving of praise. 
As to the Reserves of Soochow and Anhui, and the four banners 
Defence Corps together with the five banners of 


Hunan, they merit the severest reproach for their utter worth- 


lessness, AS for the Sommanéers of these various camps; the 
Exp ec tant ‘aot ‘ai of Kiangsu, Sung-hstin, the Expectant Brigadier 
Generaag,Fei Chin-tsu,and Lo Chi-liang, and the Acting Lieuten- 
ant Colenel, Het Wan-fu, let them all be cashiered, and as for 
Pei Chin-tsu, sinee his effences are especially serious, let 
him be cashiered never to be employed again, and let him not be 
allowed to attach himself in any capacity to any camp. As for 
the other officers from the Assistant Commanders down, the Vice- 
roys and Governors eoneerned will make eareful investigationof 
their conduct and report those deserving punishment, | 
AS for the commander of the camp at Pu-eshan-chen in Anhui, 
Brigadier General,Li Ting-ming, he is stupid and inexperienced, 
and his records show uncommon negligenee; let him be cashiered 
forthwith. As for the commander of the lan-yang Wu Veli lisin 
forces( the forces organized in the nineties) , colonel Wei Jung- 
pin, detached for service in the TWo Kiang, he does not under-= 
stand the method of drill, he is a confarmed opium smoker, he 
constantly neglected to visit the drill ground, and morcover 
the number of his men was not as reported. Let Wel Jung-pin be 
cashiered ati once, and let steps be taken to compel him to re- 
fund the soldiers’ pay which he has misappropriated. Let the 


Viceroy © and Governor concérned issue strict orders, Henceforth 


all the Viceroys and Governors must be watehful and energetic 
in their attention to the naval and military foress and the mil- 
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Subject: 


Second Peace Conference. China will appoint 


delegates when date is set. 


on derpatch of February 10th, 
that a note of acknowledgment 


has been received from the Foreign Office in which I am 


@ to inform you that when a date is set for a 
second Peace Conference, China will appoint delegates 


and gladly join a conference with the other Powers. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
four obedient servant, 
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Subject: 


Withdrawal of Italian troops, except Legation 


Guard and a small detachment at Shanhaikwan; | 


Barracks at Huangtsun reported sold to Chines 


Government. 
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Secretary of State, 
. Washington, D. C. 
Sir: ) 
: IT have the honor to report that the Italian Govern- 
ment have decided to withd~aw their troops from North : 
China, leaving only a naval contingent of some three 
hundred men, for the main part, to act as a Legation 


‘guard, though a few may still be stationed at Shanhai- 
kwan. The barracks of their principal military station 


ad 


at Huangtsun are reported to have been purchased by the 
| Chinese Government. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Chargé d'Affaires. 
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25, 1905. 


BUREAU, 


Mr. Coolidge to the Secretary of State. 


tion" registered as cable-address of 
s legation in compliance with Circular 
Instruction of December 29th. 
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February 


BUREAU 


ae 


egation" registered as cable-address of 


this legation in compliance with Circular 
Instruction of December 29th. 
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Secretary of State, 
‘Washington, D, Cc, 


honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
nt's Circular of December 29th, entitled "Cable- 
address of Embassies and Legations", and in reply to in- 
form you that “Amlegation" has been registered as 
dress of this Legation at the local office of the 
h Company, through whom all cable messages 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Charge d'affaires. 
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th the Chinese post 
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